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Promising Summer 
Begging Due to 


Bankrollers have cascaded into 


television so rapidly with new pro- 
grams and star personalities for the | 


upcoming fall season that the net- 
works and indie package producers | 
are being forced to shelve prac-| 


Sustainers to Go 


Fall Video Sellouts 





'M’w'kee Exhibitor Gives 


Milwaukee, Aug. 22. ° 
Arnold Brumm, operator of the 


IVS $1,000,000 8 





| Dignity to Munch-Crunch | 


PORTS ‘GATES 





NSURANGE | 
M SPONSORS 


if 
Me 





nation’s sports arenas 
eventually may wind up as little | 
more than kingsize television | 


| studios, with promoters no longer | 


tically all their shows which have | Ritz theatre, North Milwaukee, has | 


caught on with viewers as sustain- | 
ers during the present hiatus sea- | 
son. This marks the first such sit- 
uation in TV’s short history. 

In previous years, the video webs 
utilized the summer months to 
showcase new program ideas for 
potential clients in the fall. Out 
of this system came a number of 
shows which were bought by spon- 
sors for a continued ride through 
the fall and winter season. If a 
show was still unsold at the end of 
the summer but looked promising, 
the webs could keep it on the air 


| 
j 


in hopes that a bankroller might | 


still be snared. This year, how- 
ever, the webs have no time avail- 
able to continue the sustainers and, 
of course, no reason to pitch them 
since their Class A time is sold out. 


Three CBS Shows Exiting 


CBS, according to program chief 
Charles Underhill, has three such 
shows now on the air. “Detective’s 
Wife,” half-hour mystery-comedy 
series starring film actress Lynn 
Bari, has 13 weeks more to run be- 
fore Ralph Bellamy’s “Man Against 
Crime” returns to take over the 
Friday night 8:30 to 9 period for 
Camel cigarets. When the Bellamy 
show resumes, Underhill _ said, 
“Wife” will have to dropped. Web 
will, of course, retain kinescopes 


(Continued on page 22) 


Billy Rose Taking On 
San Diego’s World Fair 
For ‘1 Lb. of Tobacco’ 


Because of what he describes 
as his long-standing attempt to pro- 
mote free enterprise, Billy Rose 
will act as consulting director of a 
world’s fair scheduled for San 
Diego, Cal., in the spring of 1953. 
Free enterprise and an _ overall 
democratic theme will be the fair’s 
motivating symbols. 

Rose reveals that his only com- 
pensation will be “a pound of 79c. 
smoking mixture” which he has al- 
ready received. The compensation 
was his_own suggestion. He plans 
to direct the project from New 
York, with occasional trips, at his 
own expense, for a first-hand look- 
See at the fair. 

The entire project is dependent 
on the war situation. 

Site of the fair will be the ex- 
tensive Balboa Park, which, Rose 
points out, is a beautiful, ideal site 
that already represents an invest- 
ment of $30,000,000. It is expected 
that another $2,000,000 would be 
raised locally to amplify immediate 
needs of the expo, with supplemen- 
tary participation by state and fed- 
eral governments. The exposition 
would, of course, comprise not only 
industrial exhibits, but show busi- 
ness, or “midway,” entertainment. 





been successful with recently in- 


novated “Dignity Nights,” at 
which popcorn and_  confection- 
eating patrons are segregated 


from others. According to Brumm, 
70% of his patrons prefer view- 
ing the pix from “Dignity” seats, 
where they can eat all they please. 


|Brumm also reports “Dignity 
| Nights,” featured regularly Mon- 
| days, brought increased receipts 


to the boxoffice. . 

Several regular patrons have re- 
quested an extension of the “Dig- 
nity Night” policy to additional 
weekday shows. 


Reopen N.J. Lab 
As Pix Haven In 
Case of Bombing 


Old Pathe Laboratories plant in 
Bound Brook, N. J., is being re- 
opened as a haven for the billion 


feet or so of film now stored in 
metropolitan New York just in case 
the Russians decide to bomb 
Gotham. The plant, empty since 
1947, when Pathe moved to N. Y., 
has been bought by Walter Futter, 
vet indie filmite. Futter is seeking 
the transfer of prints now stored in 
Gotham exchanges and elsewhere 
to the less vulnerable Jersey locale. 

As an added lure for storage in 
Bound Brook, Futter will build 
partly-underground vaults with fire 
protection. While the building was 
originally used as a film-processing 


(Continued on page 55) 


SALLY BENSON SERIES 
IN 3-WAY AM-TV SPREAD 


Sally Beggon’s New Yorker mag 
sketches may get a_ three-way 
spread in AM and TV within one 
year. NBC has already auditioned 
for radio ‘“Meet Me in St. Louis,” 
with Peggy Ann Garner starred 
and Dee Englebach producing. 
Others in the cast will be Ed Beg- 
ley and either Selena Royle or 
Betty Furness. William Powell 
was to have been co-starred, but 
bowed out. 

Miss Benson’s “Millie and 
Madge” stories from the same mag, 
which Doubleday will publish in 
book form, is being packaged for 
tele by Barron Polan. Vivienne 
Segal and Glenda Farrell will be 
co-starred. 

“Junior Miss,” also based on 
Miss Benson’s yarns and parlayed 
into a radio, legit and film proper- 

(Continued on page 55) 
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fearing video's effect on their box- | 
office. Predicated on Gillette Safe- | 
ty Razor’s acquisition this week of | 


the 1950 World Series TV rights |; 


for $800,000, video may become the | 
major source of sports revenue, | 
providing “gates” far exceeding 
any ever yielded by cash customers. 

Final nailing down of the World 
Series rights by Gillette after sev- 
eral weeks of intensive bidding put 
TV within a stone’s*throw of its 
first $1,000,000 gate. If Gillette or 
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London Drama Critics Out of Touch 


With Public; No Weight As on B way 


+ 
vv 





Kelly-Ferrer to Do 


M-G ‘Finn’ as Tuner 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Gene Kelly and Jose Ferrer have 


been set for Metro’s musical ver- | 


sion of “Huckleberry Finn.” E. Y. 
Harburg and Burton Lane are do- 
ing the tunes. 


|} Ferrer will sing in the pic. It 


will be produced by Arthur Freed. 


Schary Rules Out 





| any other sponsor (and Chevrolet | Those Long-Term 


was reportedly willing to top the | 


$800,000 fee to secure the Series) | 


is willing to pay that much to bank- | 
roll a major sports event on video, | 
then the time may~come when| 
sports promoters will look to video | 
sponsors for the real revenue. 

That won’t mean, naturally, that 
all events will be moved out of the | 
arenas and into TV studios. Com- | 
petitive athletics requires a crowd | 
atmosphere, with the participants | 
needing their in-person fans to 
spur them to their best efforts. But, 
with so much money anticipated 


(Continued on page 47) 


TV Competition 
Ups Vauder Pay: 








Old Guard Pacts 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Under Dore Schary’s regime at 
the Metro studio, the day of the 
longterm contract for most pro- 
ducers, directors and scripters is 
in the twilight. The old guard that 
has been on the Culver City lot 
for many years is being whittled 
away as their tickets expire. For 
the most part, those who are stay- 
ing do so on a week-to-week basis. 

Latest of the exits by oldtime 
filmmakers brought in years back 
by production veepee Louis B. 


Mayer is Sam Marx. He leaves | 


the studio on completion of, 
“Grounds for Marriage,” the 
Kathryn Grayson starrer. Marx 


contract expired two years ago and 
the vet producer has been woark- 


ing on a picture-to-picture basis 


Despite a paucity of vaudeville 
theatres, prices of talent are ex- | 
pected to zoom considerably be- 
cause of the sharp competition of 
video shows. Agencies are expect- 
ing the return of a seller’s market 
this fall because of the multitude 
of television varieties which will 
be in direct. competition with 
vauders and cafes for standard and 
name turns. 

According to agency spokesmen, 
many teevee displays will be pay- 
ing acts playing only. one show the 
equivalent to a week’s salary in 
niteries and theatres. It’s claimed 
that it will pay an act to stay 
around New York and play one or 
two TV shots_a week rather than 
take to the road. 

The large number of vaudeo dis- 
plays will be using a large amount 
of talent week in and week out, 
thus some agencies feel that New 
York will have a preponderance of 
some of the top turns. However, 
it doesn’t necessarily mean that 
Manhattan theatres and niteries 
will be getting a break because of 
this situation. For example, the 
Capitol and Strand theatres, and 
the Latin Quarter, will not permit 
doubling of acts into video, nor 
will they permit a performer to 
play their spots if they’ve had a 
recent tele engagement. It’s a rule 
at these spots that an act -will not 
be available for the networks from 


(Continued on page 53) 





since then. 

Marx had several huddles with 
Schary in an effort to sell the 
Metro studio chief the idea of 


filming “A Handful of Dust,” novel | 
of Evelyn Waugh to which Marx | 
holds screen rights. Schary nixed | 
the proposal and Marx will make) 
the film as his first indie produc- | 


tion. He had been on the lot for 
the past 20 years. 
About a dozen vet producers, di- 
rectors and scripters have already 
(Continued on page 53) 


ROONEY-BOSWELL’S 1950 
MEDICINE SHOW BIG B.0. 


a New Orleans, Aug. 22. 

Nearly 20,000 people piled into 
City Park stadium here last night 
(Mon.) to see the opening show 
in Hadacol Tonic’s roadshow tour 
of the south. Admission to the 
show, headlined by Mickey Rooney, 
Connee Boswell and Roy Acuff, was 
a Hadacol boxtop. 

Show will tour 15 cities in the 
south. Package is handled by the 
Chi William* Morris office, with 
the tonic company footing the bill. 
Others in the troupe are Minnie 
Pearl of the “Grand Ol’ Opry” ra- 
dio show, Sharkey Bonano and his 
dixieland unit, Dorothy Dorben 
dancers from Chicago’s Chez Paree 
and a number of other acts, 





London critics as a group have 
\lost contact with the public, ac- 
|cording to Leland Hayward, whose 
‘production of “Mister Roberts” 
opened recently in the West End. 
Despite a mixed press, with several 
vehement pans, the, Thomas Heg- 
gen-Joshua Logan comedy-drama, 
the first non-musical ever to play 
the huge Colisseum, is a_ solid 
‘smash. Hayward returned to New 
York several days ago after get- 
ting the London production under 
| way. 

“With the exception of Darling- 
|ton (W. A. Darlington, of the Daily 
Telegraph) and Hope - Wallace 
(Philip Hope-Wallace, of the Man- 
chester Guardian), the critics in 
London don’t seem to like the thea- 
tre,” the producer says. “They 
write as if they hated their jobs. 
They’re ready to sacrifice accuracy 
and fairness for a wisecrack, ‘and 
are apparently more interested in 
attracting personal attention than 
\in giving an unprejudiced ap- 
praisal of the show. 

“For that reason, criticism in 
London is relatively unimportant. 
A show may get rave reviews and 
do little business. Or-one may get 
panned and do little business. In 
any case there appears to be little 
relationship between the critics 
and the public reception of the 
play. Audiences just don’t believe 
the critics and pay little attention 
to the reviews. Of course, it’s a 
healthy condition for the public to 
make up its own mind. But when 
the critics no longer affect the box- 
office it means they’re out of touch 
with the public. 

“In New York the critics—and 
I’m speaking of them as a group; 


(Continued on page 53) 


Todd-Sylvester ‘Feud’ 
Helping to Liven Dull 
August Days on B’way 


Producer Michael Todd and 
| Robert Sylvester, of the N.Y. News, 
|are apparently waging a cold war 
, against each other. Latest overt 
| act was a byline story in the early 


! 


| editions of last Friday morning’s 





| 
} 


(18) News, in the form of a letter 
| to vacationing critic John Chap- 
|man. The piece, which was yanked 
from the late editions to make room 
| for Sylvester’s second-string review 
/of Todd’s production of “Live 
Wire,” opening the preceding night 
| (17) at the Playhouse, N.Y., was a 
kidding-on-the-square report of a 
| sort of war of nerves being carried 
/on by a producer indentified only as 
“That Fellow.” 
| According to the story, “a ticket 
| broker, an assistant pressagent, di- 
| rectors, designers, delinquents, de- 
| generates, publishers and other 
| hustlers,” as well as “an authentic 
friend” and a “famous saloon own- 
er” phoned Sylvester, asking him 
to go easy on “That Fellow.” 
Todd and Sylvester declined to 
go into details about the matter, 


(Continued on page 55) 
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To Be Rotten for Nottin’ Is No Good! 


Sam Bernard 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
Writing to Barry Gray, 
night disk jockey and commentator 
pver WMCA, N. Y., the latter read | 
over the air the following letter | 
from Joe Laurie, Jr., on the bene- | 
fit racket: 
Have been an interested listener | 
to the “Benefit Debate” on your 
program. Let me give you a bit of 
history about benefits: 
Benefit performances originated 


in the 17th Century during the 
reign of James II of England. An 
actress, a Mrs. Barry, was re- 


warded for her admired acting by 
being given a benefit performance, 
the proceeds of which were pre- 
sented to her. In later years when 
acting wasn’t always a profitable 
profession and salaries of players 
were cut (yep, they thought of it 
those. days too) the actors demand- 
ed a benefit performance to make 
up the difference. This evolved | 
into the custom of giving benefits 
for worthy causes. In the Jewish | 
theatre, they still give benefit per- | 
formances for various performers | 
who have come on evil times, and 
also to many whom the fans wish 
to show their appreciation. I have 
seen all kinds of gifts handed over 
the footlights at the benefits: 
furniture, dishes, silver sets, food, 
ete. 

The benefit racket ... and it 
was and is a racket, and I can 
name you a dozen men that made a 
fine living from “benefits” they 


(Continued on page 53) 


LENA SOCK IN LONDON: 
STONE WINS ’EM, TOO 


London, Aug. 22. 


Lena Horne, making her second 
postwar appearance at the Palla- 
dium, here, evoked the greatest 
audience response since the Danny 
Kaye and Jack Benny premieres. 


Miss Horne was vociferously ap- | 


plauded and stopped the show after 
eight numbers. Audience let up 
only after the pit band played the 
national anthem. 

Harvey Stone, other U.S. 
liner on the show, nearly attained 
showstop response. 


Showbiz Affected 
By Unned Tax Bill 


Washington, Aug. 22. 
The bill to increase taxes on in- 
dividuals and corporations, and 





mid- | 


head- | 


On the Benefit Evil 





‘Masquers Club in Coast 
Deal for 26 Vidfilms 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Mutual Television Productions 
closed a deal with the Masquers 
Club for a series of 26 one-hour 
television productions utilizing 
talent members of Masquers for 
directorial and acting assignments. 


First film, budgeted at $40,000, 
rolls in October. : 
Under deal, Mutual will offer 


pilot film to sponsors with under- 
standing that the Masquers Club 


is to share in the profits, revenue | THE INIMITABLE 


being earmarked for various group 
funds. 


Par-Owned KTLA Seeks 
To Break Juve Audience 
Of Picture House Habit 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 





First wide-open attempt to lure | 


away a definite film audience has 
been launched by ~ vidstation 
KTLA—owned by Paramount. 
KTLA last Saturday began an 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m, Saturday opera- 
tion, with the first seven hours of 
that time nothing but films. Sta- 
tion exec Klaus Landsberg frankly 
believes he can attract a sizeable 
isegment of the Saturday afternoon 


|juve film fans as well as adults | 


‘uninterested in sports. Kids, he 
feels, can develop the habit of 
watching pix at hdme as easily as 
they developed the Saturday mat- 
inee habit at the neighborhood 
theatre. 


VALLEE WOWS ’EM, 
| AS PUBLIC SPEAKER 


Springfield, Ill., Aug. 22. 
Rudy Vallee wowed ’em here 

last week as a public speaker. A 

one-hour talk by the entertainer 





before the local Lions Club brought |! 


forth rave notices the following 
day in the Springfield Register. 
| Vallee was playing the Lake City 
Club in Springfield. 

| The talk saw Vallee discuss 
| showbiz problems and the part the 
| American Federation of Musicians 
and the American Society of Com- 
| posers, 

were playing in solving them. 


Discussing the talk, the Register | 


| said in part: 
| “Rudy Vallee is more than a 


Authors and Publishers | 


which also closes some loopholes | serious entertainer—he is a seri- 
a the Pzcsent tas laws as voted ousminded, sincere, hard-working 
|member of a great profession — 

last week to start through Con-/|the entertainment profession. To 
egress. : : bi /hear the speech of yesterday noon 
Measure will hit the big earners | was to get one of those all too rare 


of show business, since increases | glimpses of the true greatness of 
up to 20% in personal income taxes | that profession.” 


are provided. Corporations, includ- | 
ing pix, radio, etc., will be nicked ‘ in 
Seek to ‘Save’ Circus 
Washington, Aug. 22. 


for an additional $1,500,000,000 
When the Circus Fans Assn. of 


this year with the promise that 
America convenes in Washington 





they likely will be faced with ex- | 
cess profits taxes in 1951. | 
Bill includes such items as a 10% 


excise on television receivers simi- 
lar to the tax on radio sets, elimi- 
nation of tax advantages for Holly- 
wood’s one-picture corporations, 
and the end of tax advantages for 
such plans as moving “Duffy’s Tav- 
ern” to Puerto Rico. 

There is also talk about widening 
the realm of the excises and even 
of stepping up the rates of some 
present excises which might in- 
clude admissions. 


next May 19 its prime item for 











| 
| 





WILL MAHONEY 


Concluded tour of North American 
Continent at Bellevue Casino,.Mon- 





———ay 


Yank Distribs Disturbed Over 
Israel's Neutral Film 


Censorship 





v 


Hollywood Ready To 
Give Service Shows 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Hollywood Coordinating Com- 
mittee, which handled entertain- 





II, has asked the Department of | 
Defense to appoint a military liai- | 
| son as official contact on requests 
| for overseas tours by stage and 
| screen performers. 

George Murphy, current HCC 
| prexy, told the government: ‘We 
| have people ready and able to go. 
| All we ask of the Secretary’s office 
‘is to give us something definite to 
work on.” 


Flynn’s (Rep Distrib?) 
Riviera Rambler Prod. 





treal, Canada, where The Gazette | 
said—‘‘—very popular comedy—en- | 
thusiastic applause—pleased the 
customers no end.” . And The Mon- | 
| treal Standard said—‘—the master 
lin person. Here is vaudeville spelt 
}in capital letfers and Mahoney is 


still the greatest.” 
Represented by 


| 








Big Metro Music 


| Metro studio, through its record- 
| ing, publishing and radio affiliates, 
is currently giving Judy Garland 
her greatest music promotion cam- 
paign since she made “The Wizard 
of Oz.” Campaign centers about 
the film, “Summer Stock,” and the 
| score and recordings from it. 

Publishing the score is Leo 
Feist, Inec., and Miller Music, 
Metro subsids. M-G-M Records, has 
an original cast album of the score. 
Songpluggers of the two firms have 
orders to plug the records from 
the album in disk jockey contacts. 
Recording company, of course, is 
pushing the album. 

WMGM, Metro’s N. Y. radio 
station, has orders to make songs 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


Hypo for Judy 


Finally Starts Rolling 


Paris, Aug. 22. | 
In face of protests from Warners, 
his home studio, Errol Flynn has 
started filming ‘“‘The Bargain” on} 
the Riviera. Actor has outside pic- 
ture privileges under his WB con- | 
| tract, but they must be released 
through a major distributor. “Bar- 
gain” reportedly will be grooved 
through Republic. 
A William Marshail production, | 
the film was gunned two weeks 





| board, 


Tel Aviv.,,.Aug. 22. 
American film company reps are 
much concerned over a middle-of. 
the-road attitude taken here by the 
Cinematographic censorship board, 
which has resulted in the recent 
banning of three anti-Soviet Holly- 
wood pix. While the Israeli gov- 
ernment has been carefully neutral 





ment for servicemen in World War | in its attitude towards the struggle 


of Russia and the U. S., it is the 
feeling of Yank pix reps that the 
excessive censorship is preventing 
the people of this country from 


| judging the ideological battle on 


the merits. They are urging the 
government to let in both anti- 
Russian and anti-American films as 
the only democratic way. 

Careful neutrality has brought 
about the banning of Russia’s 
“Trial of Honor,” an anti-Ameri- 
can pic. It has recently meant the 
nixing of “Behind the Iron Cur- 
tain,” (20th-Fox); and “The Con- 
spirators” and “The Red Danube” 
(both Metro). Ironically, “Trial,” 
which defames the U. S., could 
play in America without official 
obstacles. 

There are wide powers of discre- 
tion vested in the censorship 
which is headed by J. 
Kisselov. Latter has recently de- 
clared that the political censor- 
ship will conform with the attitude 
of the government in its non-iden- 
tification with the west or the east. 
Israel’s pressing problems “require 
a new and different approach even 


,/in matters which other countries 


= I ili th ie |may treat with benign liberality 
p veal Shy | ‘ caf vine Brit or even indifference,” Kisselov 
ucer was sald to have violated states in response to American 


government regulations which call 
for securing a permit first and ig- | 
nored a requirement that a French | 
version be made. Micheline Prelle, 
Marshall’s wife, is co-starred. 


NEW SOVIET PICTURE 
| ‘LYING PROPAGANDA’ 


Washington, Aug. 22. 
“Secret Mission,’ Russian film 
which preemed in Moscow at Gorki 
Park’s open-air theatre Saturday 
(19), was described yesterday 





| 
| 


from the album  programming|‘Mon.) as_ the phoney  out- 
“musts,” on disk jockey shows.| Pouring of lying propaganda by a 
Miss Garland has sent out 3,000; State Dept. spokesman. Pic, a 


letters and records of one of the 
songs, “Friendly Star,” to disk 
jockeys all over the country, the 
first time she’s reportedly done 
such a thing. 

Metro toppers, after a couple 


| that the general public is pro-| 
Judy. Promotion therefore will not | 
only have as its purpose plugging | 
of the picture, records and songs, | 
but also a general buildup for Miss | 
Garland herself, 


Goldstone and Orsatti 
To Continue Agcy; See 
Levee and Wilner’s Exit 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Nat C. Goldstone and Vic Orsat- | 
ti will probably operate the Artists 
Agency Corp. after its current re- 











semi-documentary, deals with an| 
alleged U.S. and British conspiracy 
to sell the Soviets down the river | 
to Germany in the early part of) 
| 1945. Picture, skedded to hit every | 
| theatre in the Soviet Union, was 


of trial balloons, are convinced | “based on documentary evidence,” 


according to Soviet reviews of the 
presentation. 


film company complaints. 
Peculiarly enough, in other re- 
spects censorship is more liberal 
than would be expected. United 
Artists’ “Abie’s Irish Rose,” which 
was picketed at some American 
theatres by people who thought 
the film lampooned Jews, was ap- 


proved here and played without 
any repercussions. 
Board, moreover, is not too 


strict on sex. It will only suppress 
scenes “likely to shock liberal- 
minded persons.” As for social 
ethics, the rules are tougher. A 
film cannot make a hero out of a 
scoundrel nor encourage’ im- 
morality by creating sympathy for 
a cheat, brigand or murderer. 
Board also objects to long-drawn 
scenes of cruelty. Recently, it 
snipped part of the length from 
the sequence in “Forever Amber” 
which showed Amber strangling 
the nurse. In “Yellow Sky,” board 
| cut off footage where one character 
| held the head of another under 
| water for an abnormally long time. 











ey . is amazing,” said Michael J. | 
cDermott, the State dept. spokes- | KORDA T 

by our help should permit anti- | 0 PRODUCE PIC 
Americans to distort Russian minds | ON GILBERT-SULLIV AN 
about the U. S. The picture is just 

move to deliberately misinform! Exclusive rights for a biopic of 
the Russian people, to mislead! Gilbert & Sullivan have been ac- 
them and probably to attempt to! quired by Sir Alexander Korda’s 
war of Germany against Russia,, Carte Opera Co. Project is slated 
the U. S. contributed billions of | to go before the cameras next year. 
dollars to equip Russian forces to| SuHlivan’s musie becomes public 


man, “that those who benefited 

an anti-American propaganda London, Aug. 22. 
make them forget that during the| London Film from the D’Oyly 
fight their enemies and on the domain next November, but copy- 


western front contributed enough right protection on Gilbert's lib- 


discussion will be how to save the | organization. Blueprinted about a. 


circus, according to Melvin Hil- 
dreth, prominent D. C. attorney 
and past president of the associa- 
tion. 

Hildreth claims the traveling cir- 
cus is doomed if it doesn’t get help. 
He blames its troubles on such 
things as too many free ducats, 
high cost of licenses and higher 
railway rates. 























year ago by the merger of Gold-| 
stone-Wilner, Orsatti and Levee- 





forces in men and material to de-| 
feat Germany.” 


Music for the film was written 


retti extends until 
| Carte Co. holds sole worldwide 
performing rights to G. & S. 


1961, D’Oyly 


| Stark agencies, AAC had its trial; by Aram Khatchaturian, cne of operettas with exception of the 
| period shortened somewhat and a, Russia’s top three composers. Pro- U. S. 


| Feshutte is under way. | 
| There’s a strong likelihood that | 
_M. C. (Mike) Levee, who went to| 


|Europe last week to attend his son | 


| John’s wedding in Paris, plans to | 
| curtail his activities and may work 
| out of his home, handling a select 
_few people such as Greer Garson, 
| Franchot Tone, Walter Slezak and 
a few others. His partner, Ray | 
Stark, recently left to join Charles | 


duction was handled by Mikhail 
Romm. 





Better European Hotel 





Libby Seen Inheriting 


Her Son’s Millions 
Winston-Salem, Aug. 22. 


> As the result of her son Chris- 
Service as U. S. Lure topher’s recent death in a moun- 


Washington, Aug. 22. 
European nations, in pursuit of 
the American tourist's dollar, will 


\tain-climbing accident, singer Lib- 
by Holman is expected to inherit 
the money left in trust for the boy 
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_K. Feldman’s Famous Artists Corp. |have more hotcl rooms with private bY her late husband, Zachary Smith 
_ (agency). | bath and twin beds, and more din-| Reynolds, according to lawyers 


George Wilner has no present | 
plans except to regain his health. 
He is bedded by a recent attack of | 
virus pneumonia, which may take | 
him out of circulation for five or 
six months. He'll decide his course. 
after he recuperates. 





: 

| Cite Loretta Young 

Hollywood, Aug. 22. | 
Loretta Young has been awarded | 

13th annual Sienna Medal, first ac- , 

‘tress to be so honored, by 


ity. 
She was cited as 


career, marria 











154 West 46th Street New York 19, N. Y. 





| obligations.” 


ing rooms serving ice water and ere. The youth, 17-year-old tobac- 
club breakfasts by this fall, reports ©® heir, and only son of Miss Hol- 
the ECA. ,man, was killed, along with his 
The drive to make things homey friend, Steven Wasserman, also 17, 
for the American tourist is being While both were trying to scale 
helped along by the U. S. Govern. Mt. Whitney, Lone Pine, Cal. Rey- 
ment, which finds that our tourists lds was found in a crevice about 
are the easiest way to export dol- 700 feet from the summit of the 
lars to foreign countries which | Mation’s highest peak, indicating 
need Yank currency. ECA has also that both lads had almost succeed- 
sponsored and paid for three tours |¢4 in scating the mountain. 
during which 51 representatives of | The trust fund, created more 
15 European nations came to the than 15 years ago, totaled $6,- 


a y Theta U. S. to study our hotels and hotel 502000 in 1946, according to fig- 
hi Alpha, national Catholic soror- Service. Now Clarence K. Dwinell, ures filed in Orphan’s Court, Balti- 
‘. __|an American hotel’ executive, has more. Lawyers here noted that un- 

outstanding been added to the Paris staff of der the laws of N. Y. State, where 
actress and woman who combines ECA to give advice to those foreign | both Miss Holman and her son 
ge and philanthropic hotels which want to modernize the | lived, coin left in trust for a minor 

| American way. 


reverts to the parents. 
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BIG MYSTERY: THE BIG B.0. LIFT 


Selznick’s UA Attachment Cues 


Other Producers’ Fears on Payoffs 


Attachment of two of United + 


, 





Artists’ bank accounts by David O. 
Selznick last Friday (18) has still 
further strained the company’s re- 
lations with its producers. Several 
of them expressed fear this week 
that the block put by DOS on/| 
$146,000 of UA funds might leave | 
the distrib short on coin owed pro- | 
ducers. 

The mixing together of UA’s 
own money and that portion of 
rentals due its filmmakers has long 
been a point of nervousness with 
the indies. In the event of trouble, 
producers would become general 
creditors, despite the fact coin in 
the bank would be earmarked for 
them on the company’s books. 

UA to date has never missed a 
payment due one of its producers. 
The new management, which took 
over July 11, has kept right up to 
date on both statements and pay- 
ments. Producers, however, are 
worried about the future if the 
Selznick attachment sticks. 

Attachment, incidentally, did not 
block payment on the company’s 
payroll checks issued last Friday. 
It is understood that UA either has 
other bank accounts or has funds 
beyond the $146,000 sought by | 
Selznick in the accounts attached. 

Stanley Kramer, whose “The 
Men” is bringing top coin into UA 
at the moment and who thus has 
the principal sum at stake, is com- | 
ing into New York in mid-Septem- 
ber to seek an exposition from the 

(Continued on page 22) 








Reade Drops Ozoner 
Charge Account Plan; 
Finds Few Takers. 


Walter Reade circuit has aban- | 
doned the charge-account admission | 
system it tried out this spring at its 
Woodbridge Drive-In, Woodbridge, 
N. J. Too few patrons took advan- | 
tage of the charge-it plan to merit | 
the headaches and expense of ac- | 
counting and collections, Walter 
Reade, Jr., the chain’s topper, said 
this week. 

He estimated that 350 to 400 ac- 
counts were opened. He said they 
were mostly by clientele in healthy 
economic brackets and that there 
was comparatively little difficulty 
in getting payments on monthly 
bills, but that the plan failed to get 
the broad support that was neces- 
Sary to make it worthwhile. 

Reade move was one of the few 
experiments that have ever been 
made in this country on a charge 
system for film admissions. It at- 
tracted wide attention when it was 
instituted. Many exhibs opposed 
getting the business off its tradi- 
tional cash track, while others were 


(Continued on page 20) 


ANGLO-U.S. SETUP 
DELAYS ALLPORT 


London, Aug. 22. 

Time-consuming detail of trying 
to put into practical form the 
Anglo-U. S. pact which was recent- 
ly agreed on in principal is delay- 
ing departure of Fayette W. Allport 
for the U. S Motion Picture Assn. 
of America rep was supposed to 
a left for New York last week- 
end. 

Allport now expects to fly to the 
U. S. next week. By that time, it 
is hoped, details of the pact will 
be on paper, including percentages 
involved in the various bonus plans 
called for. 

U. S. industry rep is also await- 
ing the arriva' in London of George 
Canty, who will replace him dur- 
ing his vacation. Canty is MPAA 
agent in Rome. 

It is understood there is no real 
difficulty being experienced by All- 
port and the other members of the 
U. S. committee working on the 
terms of the deal with a British 
Zroup representing the Bank of 
England and the Board of Trade. 
Delay is merely a matter of lan- 





{tomorrow (Thurs.) on the first leg 


iship Liberte Friday (25) with Mrs. 


| unlikely. 


Spitz to Europe 


Leo Spitz, Universal studio exec, 
arrives in New York from the Coast 





of a trip to Europe. He is accom- 

panied by his wife and Robert | 

Goldstein, U’s eastern studio rep. 
Spitz sails aboard the French 


Spitz and Goldstein. 


Homeoffices In 


No Danger Of 
Draft Depletion 








Despite the flock of reserves 
being called up daily by the armed 
forces, homeoffice staffs of the top 
film companies in New York ap- 
pear to be in no danger of being 
depleted insofar as key executives 
are concerned. Survey shows that 
only an occasional individual here 
and there is affected and a mass 
migration to uniforms is highly 


Eligible for recall at Columbia 


|is ad-pub head Arthur Schmidt. 
| An Annapolis grad, he served with 


the Navy in World War II as a 
commander. Also Navy reservists 
are Dick Harper, Metro sales exec, 
and Nicholas Nayfack, producer 
with the same company. A top 


| prospect at 20th-Fox, of course, is 
| production veepee Darryl F. Zan- 


| cause. 


POOR SUMMER 
TV SEEN FACTOR 


Reasons behind the marked up- 
beat in film grosses this summer 
are just as much a mystery to ex- 
hibs and the industry in general as 


|causes of the decline a couple 


years ago. . Suggestion has been 
made by some theatremen that 
poor quality of summer replace- 
ment shows on TV may be a factor. 

While that could be a minor con- 





| 
| 
| 


Warners May Decide to Remain 


With Theatres in Decree Switch 





a 


Zanuck, McCarthy Gab | 


Paris, Aug. 22. | 

Twentieth-Fox production veepee 
Darryl F. Zanuck, now in Europe | 
on a combined business-vacation | 
trip, has left Paris for huddles in | 
Munich with 20th production | 
staffer Frank McCarthy. He'll also 


tributory reason, most exhib and | confab in Germany with _Anatole | 
distribution execs are of the opin-| Litvak, now producing “Call It) 
ion that a whole complex of causes | Treason” for 20th in that country. | 


is back of the hypoed interest the 


Zanuck is scheduled to vacation | 


public is now seeming to take in |in Switzerland for several weeks | 


films. Similarly, most vet film men | before returning to the U. S. 


felt that a whole series af factors, 
rather than any isolated cause, 
were behind the poor biz through 
which the industry has been suffer- 
ing. 

Improvement in product is the 
most widely offered single reason 
for the new happy-days era. There 


| is almost universal agreement that 


films are stronger than during the 
past couple years, although some 
industryites question whether the 
difference is as great as the b.o. 
upturn would indicate. 

While the improvement began to 
be felt about the same time as the 
Korean war broke (June 25), most 


film men are dubious about assign- | 


ing wartime-spending fervor as a 
They are inclined to feel 
that the timing of two events was 
strictly coincidental. 


There is no doubt, however, they | at encouraging talent to write, is 
feel, that present upped defense | now presenting certain legal prob- 


budgets, with the resultant hypo- 
ing of production and jobs, will be 


(Continued on page 6) 


Stars’ Personals Help 





wok War holds a coloasley Jn the! Ber Sock BO. Payell: 


Perhaps the film firm with the) 
most known eligibles is Republic, | 


with four execs listed. They are! 
Douglas T. Yates, assistant foreign 
sales manager; Richard T. Yates, 
executive assistant to sales chief 
ames R. Grainger; Stephen 
Dorsey, manager of the 16m de- 
partment, and William German, 
Dorsey’s assistant. Situation is less 


where only a couple of salesmen 
have been called so far. © 

ELC, with an eye to the future, 
sent out a questionnaire to em- 


(Continued on page 6) 


SKOQURASES MEET 
D. OF J. ON DECREE 


Washington, Aug. 22. 
Spyros and Charles P. Skouras, 
prez and theatre chief, respective- 





Justice officials yesterday (Monday) 
in a renewal of negotiations for 
an anti-trust consent decree. Talks 
were preliminary only. Understood 
the Skourases did not present a 
proposal, at least for the present, 


rate campanies after divorcement. 
Industry execs met with Herbert 
Bergson, 
division, and Philip Marcus, who 
is handling the film suit. They are 
expected to remain in Washington 
until Thursday (24) when 20th is 
running a reception and special 
screening of ‘Farewell to Yester- 
day,” feature compiled from news- 
reels, for Government officials. 


Balaban Mulls 0.0. Of 





Barney Balaban, Paramount’s 


tinent this fall. It would be his 
first visit to the company offices 


Under tentative plans, he would 
foreign department chief, on the 
ing. 


Balaban slated the same trip 
last year but called it off suddenly 





guage and the handling of a large 
quantity of statistical material on 
which the bonus system is based. 


Cail 


because of the pressure of divorce- 


serious at Eagle Lion Classics | 


ly, of 20th-Fox, met with Dept. of | 


permitting them to head up sepa-| virtually the same high rate as last: Goodbye” (WB) is eighth. 


head of the anti-trust | 


abroad since the end of the war.| James Stewart starrer. 


accompany George Weltner, Par’s | playdates. 


Bring Industry Goodwill 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| on the flock of scripts piling up vis | 


| 


While the major film companies | 


are uncertain as to reasons for the 
current boxoffice rise, they believe 


'the better business can be traced | 


| 


|at least partially to the personal 
| appearance tours of their stars. 
| Used for years in the industry as a 
| sporadic publicity stunt, the p.a.s 
| have reached such an extent that 
i'the majors now must route théir 
touring stars to make certain they 
‘don’t step on each other’s toes in a 
particular city. And, according 
to ad-publicity chiefs, the idea is 
paying off with more and better 
publicity than any tub-thumping 
angle of recent years. 


(Continued on page 22) 





While it formerly was considered | 





Warner Invite To 
Outsiders Brings 
Script Avalanche 


Warner Bros. is being snowed un- | 
der a blizzard of original scripts | 
pouring into the major’s eastern 
and Coast offices following the an- 
nouncement last week that the stu- 
dio is inviting all outsiders to send 
in their stuff Appeal which is aimed | 





lems to the company because of 
the tremendous response, accord- 
ing to Jake Wilk, WB’s eastern stu- 
dio rep. 

Warner management fears the | 





Harry, Jack and Major Albert 
Warner, triumvirate controlling 
the management of Warner Bros., 
have revised their approach to un- 
loading their big stock holdings in 
the major’s theatre chain. Splitup 
of the company is virtually inevit- 
able in the light of the U. S. 
Supreme Court decision in the 
Government anti-trust suit but the 
word now is that at least one of 
the brothers, Albert, and possibly 
the others, will seek to remain in 
theatre operations. It represents 
a complete revamping of thinking 
by the Warners since all three 
would have shifted to production 
under the terms of a previously- 
submitted consent decree plan. 

From Washington, there is now 
confirmation to a report that the 
Warners have broken off negotia- 
tions with the Dept. of Justice. In 
doing so, the brothers advised Gov- 
ernment legalites that the com- 
Pany was preparing a new plan, 
It is reported that this new pro- 
posal would eliminate the necessity 
of the Warners throwing their 


theatre stock interests on the 
market. 
Old plan, now ditched, called 


for the issuance of some $55,000,- 
000 in longterm debentures by the 


(Continued on page 24) 


Int'l Directors Guild 
Hopeful of Creating 
Reciprocal Work Deals 


Screen Directors Guild of Amer- 
ica, now trying to set up chapters 
in foreign countries, is hopeful that 
the move will help ease the prob- 











implied threat of plagiarism sutts|}jems now confronting American 


the mails. Several new readers will 
be put on, Wilk said, »ut there will 
still be a time lapse betwen re- 
Ceipt of the stories and their 
perusal. Those bringing in scripts 
personally are asked to sign a 


| films studios in their foreign pro- 
| duction. By incorporating foreign 
| directors into the same union which 
| represents American directors, 
| SDGA execs believe, foreign gov- 
ernments and technicians will have 


waiver beforehand but that proce-| no legitimate squawk about the 
dure cannot be worked as easily | Yanks taking away their jobs when 
with yarns mailed in. American companies lens pictures 

In the latter instance, no script| abroad By the same token, they 
will be read until there is receipt | claim, it should become easier for 
of a waiver in the maiis. H wever, (Continued on page 22) 





t!.irig of a litigation threat by those 
who refuse to c..nply with the 
waiver request. 

Warner stunt is aimed at “en- 
couraging more people to write,” | 
Wilk declared. Management is con- | 
vinced that “the country is loaded | 
with talent. The people who have | 
it just need a break,”’ Warner exec | 
said. 











22 key exchange cities covered by 


| session, although many spots are 
dotted with holdovers. 
show that the first eight pictures in 
| VARIETY’S weekly Big 10 list will 
|show a total gross of more than 
$1,095,000, which is slightly ahead 
of a week ago. 

| “Sunset Boulevard” (Par), just 
| starting in a few scattered spots 
last’ week, is pushing ahead to na- 
tional leadership this stanza. Al- 
though in only five key cities in 
VARIETY’s coverage, the Gloria 
‘Swanson opus is big to terrific in 
all of them. It will hit about $165,- 


P ar’s Xchanges Abroad 2, in its second frame at huge 


'N. Y. Music Hall, virtually the same 


prez, is again weighing a European | as record-breaking non-holiday first 
trek around the company’s ex- week. 
changes in Britain and the Con-! 


Second place is being taken by 
“Broken Arrow” (20th), with a 
_ flock of new bookings for this 
A strong 
| third is ‘“‘Louisa” (U), based on six 
Fourth money is going 
'to “Three Little Words” (M-G). 


latter’s semi-yearly Atlantic cross-| which was second last round. 


“Treasure Island” (RKO), last 
_week’s champ, is finishing in fifth 
slot, with most sessions big to 
smash. “Our Very Own,” another 


ment under his company’s con-| from RKO, is landing sixth posi- 
/ sent decree with the Government. | tion, with numerous sock and great 


Reports | 


VARIETY this week continues at | seventh, 


Annual $10 Foreign $11 

Single Copies ....... ... 25 Cents 
| 711 Ocean Drive” (Col) will be ||| —— “ 

while “Kiss Tomorrow | fe! 
“Desti- | Vol. 179 ‘ Tang No. 11 

nation Moon” (EL) is pushing up| 
into ninth spot, with “Duchess of | INDEX 
Idaho” (M-G) taking 10th place. | 
Best runner-up pix are “Annie Get We. pda Ceteeead Riso betua “ee 
Gun” (M-G), “Pretty Baby” (WB) ||; Chatter ......... seeseee O86 
and “The Furies” (Par). Films Reviews ......... 8 





| 


National Boxoffice Survey | 


First-Run Biz Continues Upbeat; 
No. 1 Spot; ‘Arrow,’ ‘Louisa’ Next Best 


Business at the boxoffice in some} weeks. - 


‘Sunset’ 


Takes 


Several new films hint possibili- | 





ties. ‘Desert Hawk” (U) is doing | . 
okay on first round in L. A. “My Inside Legit ..... seeeee 50 
Blue Heaven” (20th) shapes smash ||| Inside Pictures ......... 20 
on first session in Chicago. “Petty || Inside Radio 34 
Girl” (Col), soon to be out on ex- | Inside Tel glee: es 
tensive release, is doing nicely in| =e Fue coe esens 35 
N.Y. “No Way Out” (20th) after eT ee 14 
slow start, built OK in N.Y. 1 EONS ns i cwcccccscss 48 
“Panic in Streets’ (20th) looms. Literati OST e ter ee 
big in Philly. “Rock Island Trail” ||| wusic ................. 37 
(Rep) is turning in a fair Denver ||| New Acts .............. 47 
week. “The Men” (UA), only okay ||| Night Club Reviews ..... 44 
in Boston, is strong in Denver. |] Obituaries ............. 55 
“In Lonely Place” (Col), mild in ||| pictures .,........ oo ia 
Cleveland, looks big in Denver.||} Radio ............. ae 
“So Young, So Bad” (UA), fancy in ||| Radio Reviews .......... 28 
Chi, shapes sturdy in Montreal.||| Records ....... ph aN 
“Colt .45” (45), solid in Toronto, ||| Frank Scully ...... a aan 
is socko in Montreal. (ee). aaa re 
“Singing Guns” (Rep) is doing ||| Television Reviews ...... 32 
okay in K. C. “Sidewalk Ends” ||| Vaudeville ............. 44 


(20th) looks good in Detroit and) 
big in Boston. “Stella” (20th) con- | 
tinues mostly disappointing. 
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the time lapse still presents some- 
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‘Cinde 


rella’ Opens Showing of 40 Pix 
At Venice Festival; 7 Yank Entries 





Venice, Aug. 15. + 


First of 40 films from some 21 
participating nations to be shown 
at the 11th Venice Film Festival 
will be “Cinderella” (Disney-RKO). 
Before this cartoon-feature is 
screened on Aug. 20, prizes are to} 
be awarded for documentaries 
which have been run off daily 
since Aug. 8. While about 225 docu- 
mentary subjects are entered, most 
have been submitted by unestab- 
lished producers. U. S. is repre- 
sented in this field by State De- 
partment reels and some experi- 
mental and _ abstract pictures 
brought over by Amos Vogel of 
Cinema 16. 

Besides “Cinderella,” other 
American features to be shown, 
(chosen jointly by the Motion Pic-| 
ture Assn. of America and Festival | 
officials) include “Caged” (WB),' 
“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G), “Septem-. 
ber Affair’ (Par), “All King’s) 
Men” (Col), “Panie in Streets” | 
(20th) and “Once a Thief,” inde- 
pendently produced by William L. | 
Wilder. | 

| 





° New David O. Selznick-Alexan- 

der Korda picture, “Gone to) 
Earth,” is listed as a British entry. | 
Other films from Britain are “Blue | 
Lamp” (Rank), “Morning Depar- 
ture,” “Dancing Years” (Asso- 
ciated British) and “State Secret,” 
a Korda film starring Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr. Among other sub- 
jects up for screening are Roberto 
Rossellini’s recently completed pic 
on St. Francis of Assisi as well as 
his original “Stromboli,” which he 
claims differs greatly from the 
RKO-distributed version. 

Entries are further rounded out 


by a new Jean Cocteau film, 
“Orpheus”; an Argentine pic,! 
“Native Son’; plus ‘“Herrliche 


Zeiten, Fohn,” “Epilog,” ‘“Frauen- 
arzt Dr. Pratorius’” and “Nacht- 
wache,” all from Germany. Holland 
is represented with ‘Memorial 
Box” while Israel submitted “Out 
of Exile,” “My Father’s House” 
and “The Great Promise.” Sweden 
offered “Bara en Mer.” 


Judges are picked from Italian 
film and art crix. Rules for foreign 
pix decree that they must have 
been made within the last 18 
months, have not been shown at 
any other festival and not screened 
previously in Italy. Outside the 
competition for one first and three 
second prizes in five categories, 
special showings will be made of 
“Camille” (M-G), to honor Greta 
Garbo; “Hallelujah” (M-G), to, 
honor director King Vidor, and the 
French-made “Children of Para-| 
dise,” to honor its director, Marcel | 
Carne. 


Winner of the first prize will be | 
presented David O. Selznick’s| 
Golden Laurel Award. Presenta-| 
tion will be made on Sept. 2 by. 
American Ambassador to Italy 
James C. Dunn. On Sept. 4, the 
President of the Italian Ministry, 
is slated to extend a reception to} 
all participants of the Festival at 
the Palazzo del Reale. Festival, it- 
_ is scheduled to wind up Sept. | 


| 








AIR FORCE PREPARING 
TO BUY FILM STUDIO 


Washington, Aug. 22. 
The Air Force is quietly pre- 
paring to purchase a film studio 


’ 
| 


presumably in Hollywood, to make | 


its own training and indoctrina- 
tion films, it was Jearned today 
(Tues.). 

Two Hollywood studio reps are 
in town on the q.t. to offer for sale 
their studios. One is a representa- 
tive of the Nassour Bros., who is 


dio at a price believed to be 
slightly under $2.000,000. original 
cost of the lot. The other is Hal 
Roach, who is reported offering his 
Hal Roach studios at a price of 
close to $4,000,000. 

Air Force used the Roach studios 
for training and_ indoctrination 
film production during the last war 
ona lease basis. But now Air Force 
brass is convinced that in view of 
current international situation 
they’d be better off buying a prop- 
erty outright. 

Air Force already has limited 
geeprcten facilities at Wright 
ield, near Cleveland. The Signal 
Corps studios at Astoria, L. I., the 
old Paramount lot, also do some 


‘showing that the two months ran 


Selznick, 20th, Tied 


In Korean Title Derby 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. | 

David O. Selznick and 20th-Fox | 
are running neck-and-neck in the| 
Korean title derby with three reg-' 
istrations apiece. Selznick entries 
are “Korea,” “Crisis in Korea” and 
“South Korea,” while Fox is sad-| 
dling “Communism in Korea,” | 





“War of the Koreans” and “The 
Battle of the Koreans.” 

Trailing with one registration 
each are Hal Wallis with “Korea,” 
Samuel Goldwyn with “Dateline 
Korea” and Christian Productions 
with “First Battalion in Korea.” 


Snag Crops Up 
In Brandt Buy 





Of Hughes Stock 


Effort of Harry Brandt’s Trans- 
Lux Corp. to buy control of the 


RKO circuit from Howard Hughes | 
hit a snag this week, with Hughes | 
asking changes in the purchase pro- | 
by the, 


posal forwarded to him 
Brandt syndicate last week. Prin- 
cipals continued to express opti- 
mism yesterday (Tuesday) on the 
prospects of culminating the $7,- 


| 000,000 deal, although they admit- 
'ted there seems no likelihood of an 


early finale to the long negotiations. 

Another complicating factor re- 
ported in the meantime is that 
Kuhn, Loeb & Co., Wall street 


banking outfit that was to finance | 


the deal, had cooled. Actually, 
Kuhn, Loeb is awaiting further fig- 


ures before giving a yes or no! 


answer on whether it will go ahead 
on flotation of a large bond issue 


| to provide the coin for the buyout 


of Hughes’ 24° interest plus the 
stock of any other holder who 
wants to sell at the same price as 
Hughes. 

Brandt spokesman declared they 
were not concerned by the Kuhn, 
Loeb attitude. If it did not want to 
go along, they said, other banking 
houses had expressed interest and 
proffers of coin had also come from 
outside interests. Big problem, it 
was asserted, was not getting the 
coin, but coming to terms with 
Hughes. 

RKO topper at the end of last 
week caused the Brandt group con- 


ance by forwarding to their at- 
torney, Milton Weisman, a list of 
changes he wanted in the terms. 
Brandt and his associates have 
been meeting this week in an at- 
tempt to determine what they could 
accept of the revisions Hughes has 
(Continued on page 6) 


FILM DIVVIES OFF 
$3,000,000 IN ’50 


Washington, Aug. 22. 
Despite the general pickup at 
the boxoffice, film industry divi- 
dends for the first seven months 





\of the year ran nearly $3,000,000 


back of those for that period dur- 
ing 1949, U. S. Department of Com 
merce disclosed last week. 
Figure for this year was $19; 
820,000, compared with $22,684,000 
for the same period of 1949. Com- 
merce Department also released 
dividend figures for June and July, 


$814,000 back of the same months 


offering the General Services Stu- | ast year. 


| Commerce reminds that the pub- | 


licly announced dividends of any 
industry generally are about 60 to 
65% of all paid out in the in- 
dustry. 


Connelly, Levey In 
Collab on ‘Fabiola’ 


Playwright Mare Connelly has 
been collaborating with film pro- 
ducer Jules Levey in preparing 
“Fabiola” for the American mar- 
| ket. Pic has already played in 
| Italian, French and German ver- 
sions. Levey, handling U.S. rights. 








will release the film in September. 


“Fabiola,” starring Michele Mor- 


work for the Air Force. But high | gan, is adapted from the Nicholas 


brass feels this isn't enough. 


Wiseman novel, 
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Legion Raps ‘No Way’ 


National Legion of Decency 
stamped four films ‘'B” last week. 
20th-Fox’s “No Way Out” was 
rapped for its “excessive brutality” 
while Realart’s reissue of “All 
Quiet on the Western Front” was 
criticized for a 
quence.” 

“The Furies” (Par) “tends to 
condone immoral actions” and con- 
tains “‘suggestive dialog and situa- 
tions.” Warners’ “Kiss Tomorrow 
Goodbye” was also rapped for al- 
legedly suggestive sequences, ex- 
cessive brutality and a tendency 
to glorify a criminal. 


Selznick Preps 
§ Foreign Films 


Final details are being set by 
David O. Selznick for announce- 
ment shortly of plans for produc- 
tion of eight films in England and 
Italy. They will all be co-produc- 
tions with various native film- 
makers in the two countries. 


Producer is expected to go 
abroad shortly to get the series be- 
fore the cameras. His intention is 
to get them all made within the 
next year or so. They will be in 
English, presumably to be dis- 
tributed in the western hemisphere 
by the producer’s Selznick Releas- 
ing Organization. 

DOS intends to have his co-pro- 
ducers, casts, stories, directors and 
budgets all ready before he makes 
announcement of his package. Dis- 
closure of the plan will be made 
before the end of this week if it’s 
possible to clean up same loose 
ends. 

Selznick is also continuing with 
arrangements for production of 
“The Wall” abroad. That’s the 
John Hersey bestseller, for which 
he paid $100,000 last spring. Plans 








mediate announcement. 


Meantime, the producer, now on 
the Coast, is continuing with efforts 
| to set up a number of filmmaking 
| projects there. He has refused to 
consider lensing any of the pres- 
ent brace of product in France be- 
cause of the regulation that a 
simultaneous French version must 
be made. 


ly-expensive, but never turns out 
satisfactorily. 


LLOYD SETTING UP 





‘FRESHMAN’ REISSUE 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Harold Lloyd is setting up 
| “Freshman” for national re-release. 


| siderable consternation and annoy- | Film, lensed in 1925 and hailed as 


one of the comedian’s best, will get 
| musical score and narration } “ore 
| going out. It was sneaked in Hun- 
'tington Park last week to gauge 
'audi-nce reaction, house bringing 
in electric organ for background 
' music. 

| Lloyd last year sent ot “Movie 
| Crazy” for re-release through Mo- 
| tion Picture Sales Corp., but it was 
| one-filr: deal only. Plans for r2- 
‘release are bound to cause in rest 
at RKO, which has on shelf “S‘n 
| of Harold Diddlebock” (““Mad Wed- 
| nesday”), Lioyd starrer which in- 
_cludes some early “Freshman” foot- 
|age as prelude to what happened 
| after Lloyd “Graduated from Col- 
| lege.” 





Crosby, Capra Again 


Hollywood, Aug, 22. 
Bing Crosby and Frank Capra 
_ will hook up again as star and di- 
|; rector in “You Belong to Me,” 
' which rolls Oct. 9, with Irving 
| Asher producing at Paramount. 
Last Crosby-Capra picture was 
“Ridin’ High,” lensed last summer 
| for Paramount. 








a 
Eurodpe to N. Y. 

Diane Adrian 
Jean Bartel 
Hans Bartsch 
Lou Costello 
Hermione Gingold 
William Harrigan 
C. N. Hilton, Jr. 
Sol Hurok 
Earl St. John 
Nunnally Johnson 
Sidney Kingsley 
Jeanette La Bianca 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
Floyd B. Odlum 
Irene Palasty 
Abe Schechter 
Elizabeth Taylor 





“suggestive se-. 


Uncertainties Abroad Force U. S. Cos. 
To Play Safe on Theatre Operations 


- 





‘FBI Snares 16 Hot 
Prints in Rye, N.Y. 


Yonkers, N. Y., Aug. 22. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
probe into unauthorized showings 
|of 16m prints at a Rye, N. Y., hotel 
has resulted in the seizure of seven 
features from a photo shop here. 
Pix recovered are ‘‘Marie Antoin- 
ette”’ and “Romance of Rosy 
Ridge” (M-G); “Nobody Lives For- 
ever” and “Three Strangers” 
(WB)); “Hellzapoppin” and “Mad 
About Music” (U); and “A Bell for 
| Adano” (20th). 





'to Sargoy & Stein, industry law- 





vv 





| atre in Havana. 


Postwar expansion of major 
company theatre holdings abroad, 
a growth which was widely pre- 
dicted several years back, is con- 
tinuing its reverse process without 
any signs of letup. Instead of the 
acquisition of hundreds of houses 
abroad and the building of showe 
cases in the capital cities of the 
world, a process of contraction and 
playing-it-safe because of overseas 
uncertainties is more and more evi- 
dent. . 

Latest move is that of Warner 
Bros. Major is understood to have 
placed on the block its Warner the- 
Up for sale is both 


| the company’s longterm lease to 


FBI has turned over the prints | the realty with another 17 years to 


run and seating and equipment in 
the showcase owned and installed 
by the major. Estimated value of 





aren’t far along enough for im-| 


He feels that dual-lan- | 
guage production is not only over-| 


equipment alone is said to be 
$150,000. 

Warners {is pulling out of Cuban 
exhibition because of high operating 
expenses, which have lately been 
mounting further. Its exit would 





‘yers. 
mark the complete departure of all 


* o 
Argentina Shifts 
| majors from the Caribbean island. 


e 
Dollar Rate, Nips 
. ‘ | Paramount some time ago sold its 
Early Signing ‘sy sis sss 


| Aside from company interest 

New crisis has upset expecta-| in Israel and a sporadic venture or 
tions of an early signing of the| two in North Africa and Australia, 
| proposed American film pact with| there has been no strong interest 
'the Argentine government. Yank|in countries overseas. The only 
| distribs have been advised that/| locale in which any major has re- 
| Argentina has suddenly demanded | cently displayed an appetite thea- 
a rate of 12.50 pesos to the dollar | tre-wise has been Canada, strictly 
be fixed on film earnings instead | speaking considered more a do- 
of the 9.02 originally proposed in| Mmestic scene than otherwise 
| Washington talks with Dr. Ramon| Twentieth-Fox has made several 
A. Cereijo which set the basis for| fruitless attempts to interest J. 
the deal. Foreign managers will| Arthur Rank in the sale of part of 
meet at the Motion Picture Assn.| his interest in the Odeon chain in 
of America tomorrow (Thurs.) to, Canada. — 

mull the latest obstacle raised by| , One big reason for the lack of 
'the Peron government. | drive is the growing nationalism 

Shift in rate as demanded by|°f local exhibs. These foreign 
Argentine treasury officials would} theatretmen have managed in a 
materially reduce the $5,000,000 | number of countries to obtain reg- 
which American companies believ- | ulations barring the invasion of the 
ed could be remitted to h.o.s dur-| Yankee dollar. Where that is not 
ing the next five years. The $5,- | $0, local exhib orgs have threat- 
000,000 figure was an estimate at| ened unofficial boycotts against 
the 9.02 rate since the written pact, | Companies opening in competition, 
yet unsigned, sets the five-year| Aside from this factor, the inge- 
total in pesos, not dollars. On the| nious ways devised by American 
basis of 12.50, over $1,000,000 in| distribs to extract frozen currency 
dollars would be lost. |from various countries via com- 

Some foreign managers indicate | pensation deals and otherwise have 
a readiness to accept the changed | Worked against permanent invest- 
rate, albeit reluctantly, on condi-| ment in a country. In view of these 
tion the $5,000,000 figure is pre-| deals, there just is not enough coin 
served by permitting a boosted available for theatre acquisitions. 
total of pesos to be converted. | Pressure to get every dollar from 
Other company execs, openly dis-| 4 country, a factor particularly 
gusted with the red tape, constant | Strong during the past few years 
shifts by the Argentinos and patent | Of dwindling corporate profits, has 
delaying tactics, want to drop the| blocked uncertain and longterm 
pact entirely. flings at theatre buy-ups. 
_ oe wig Ray A gar rates in 

rgentina, the 12.50 pesos to the 
dollar and the 9.02. Former rate ; L. A. to N. Y. 
has been set by the government on| Louis Allen 
imported goods while the lower ex-| Edward Arnold 
change prevails internally. Peron-| Jay Barney 
ists are now arguing that pix are| Eddie Bracken 
imports, therefore subject to the| Compton Bennett 

Billy Bloomingdale 

Spring Byington 


(Continued on page 6) 
Eddie Cantor 


N. Y. to L. A. Igor Cassini 


Nate J. Blumberg Mel Dellar 

Alfred E. Daff Brian Donlevy 
Linda Darnell Nanette Fabray 
Margalo Gillmore Fred F. Finklehoffe 
Paulette Goddard Hal Gary 

Denis Green Arnold Grant 
Johnny Greenhut Ira Gershwin 

Radie Harris Kathryn Grayson 
John Houseman Ben Hecht 
Clarence Jacobson Alfred Hitchcock 
Henry Jaffe Celeste Holm 

David Jordan Nat Hullinger 
Norman Krasna Ruth Hussey 

Frank Loesser Richard W. Krakeur 
E. H. (Buddy) Morris Paul N. Lazarus, Jr. 











Robert V. Newman Ella Logan 
Don Sharpe Marty May 
Joe Shea . Robert Merrill 


Barbara O’Neil 
Reginald Owen 
Cole Porter 

Carl Post 

Gene Raymond 
Thelma Ritter 
Ginger Rogers 
Rosalind Russell 
Ted Saucier 

Carl Schreuer 
Nate Spingold 
Shepperd Strudwick 
David Tebet 
Lionel S. B. Shapiro 
Maria Van Slyke 
Louis Sobol 
Louis Verneuil 
Jack M. Warner 
Robert Whitehead 
Camille Williams 
Ed Wynn 


Stirling Silliphant 
Steve Slesinger 
Shirley Temple 
Kenneth Thomson 
Jerry Wald 


N. Y. to Europe 


Harry Joe Brown 
Lucia Chase 
Beverly Dame 
Betsy Drake 
Louis Hayward 
Jacques Ibert 
Belva Kibler 
Efram Kurty 
Irwin Margulies 
Donald Morgan 
Ralph Murphy 
Abraham Polansky 
Samual Schneider 
James Stewart 








Herbert J. Yates Ann Zika 
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PICTURES 





ALLIED TO TAG ‘UNF AIR’ DISTRIBS 





The Big Convincer—B.0. 


Exhib bulletins that single out specific pix as “horrible” ex- 


amples of extortionate rentals are 


cold water on bookings as might be expected. That is the attitude 
being taken by distrib execs when asked to comment on the 


plethora of wails raised in exhib 


in which films and distribs are named specifically. 
Distrib viewpoint is ¢ummed up by one topper with the as- 
“when they hear of a film that’s grossing big, they rush 


sertion, 
to sign up on any terms that will 


first exhibitor to sign is generally the fellow who sounded the 


warning,” this exec added. “Alli 
the terms that he accepted.” 


Several sales execs declared flatly that they do not care how 
much of a hubbub is raised in exhib bulletins so long as these 
sheets say the film is doing well. 


MAPS NEW DRIVE 


not nearly as effective in pouring 


publications against high rentals 


Pressure of complaints 


films and claimed exorbitant rent- 


guarantee them a profit.” “The 





| Sroup’s board of directors meets 


| in Pittsburgh Oct. 1-3. 


The publicity pays off more 


than the warnings hurt, the thought goes. | the idea of working out some pol- | 








COMPO Liaison Committee to Trek — 
To Wash. for War Co-op Confab «iso's Sw 2 


Entire liaison 
COMPO (Council of Motion Pic-; 
ture Organizations) will shortly | 
trek to Washington for the first 
big confab with the Government 
on industry cooperation in the cur- 
rent war crisis. The committee 
consists of COMPO’s officers and 
its nine veepees. The plan which 
is now being formulated by 
Ned E. Depinet, COMPO prez, and 
Arthur L. Mayer, exec veepee, is 
intended to dramatize the. liaison 
work which the industry will per- 
form as its stint in the present 
critical days. 

Delegation will probably meet 
with President Truman in a cour- 
tesy visit and then get down to 
work with Dr. John R. Steelman, | 
the President’s aide, who has been 
named to deal with the industry. 
Proposed conclave awaits initial 
organizing chores of Mayer, includ- 
ing creation of a staff and renting | 
space. 

Mayer intends to tour the coun- | 
try, probably in September, in a 
drive to win exhib support for the 
all-industry project. Meetings will 
be arranged in a large number of | 
key cities, with the COMPO re- 
gional head in each instance han-| 
dling the details. Mayer’s talks | 
will be directed mainly to exhibs | 
whose cooperation is necessary for | 
financial and other purposes. 

If arrangements can be worked | 

(Continued on page 6) 


UA Again Fails To 
" Bait Binford Into 


‘ + ee 
Curley’ Decision 

New attempt by United Artists, 
to challenge the constitutionality 
of local censorship via Hal Roach’s| 
“Curley” is foundering on the. 
same rocks that sunk its previous 
test suit. Apparently, UA cannot 
bait Lloyd K. Binford, Memphis 
censor, into ruling one way or 
another on the film. 

UA submitted “Curley” to Bin- 
ford some three-four months ago 
for his seal or, what seemed more, 
likely, a ruling against the pic, ) 
which shows a Negro boy playing 
with whites. Step was taken after 
the U. S. Supreme Court refused 
to review the UA suit challenging 
local censorship after state courts 
upheld Binford. 

Basis of the high court rejection 
of an appeal was that Binford 
never officially ruled on the merits 
of the film. A technicality in the 
state court decision which held 
that UA had not filed a certificate | 
for doing business in Tennesse 
blocked the test on the merits. 

In the past four months since 
the film was submitted again Bin- 
ford has refused to pass on the 
ye. Death last week of Bern 

Mariner, UA’s St. Louis Ex- 
change manager, has complicated | 
the plan all the more since the 
4lm exec was handling the details 
for the company. 


‘Hamlet’ Into Release 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Laurence Olivier’s production of | 
“Hamlet,” after two years as a. 

















committee of? 


| acting on the request of National 


verboten use of boycotts, but still | 
permit reprisals against major 
companies charged with refusing | 
| to co bai on flat terms to small | 





— be adopted by the board would 
| empower it to tag any distrib so 
| judged as “unfair” and thereafter 
| publicize this fact through regional 
bulletins and in other ways. The 
board could carefully 





Vogel Backs COMPO 
Strong backing for COMPO 
(Council of Motion Picture Or- 


eine stigma of asking for a_ boycott | 
ganizations) is asked of the | against a company so charged but | 
Loew circuit division and the- | at the same time put its members 


atre managers by Joseph Vo- | on notice that the distrib is con- 
gel, Metro theatre veepee, in a__| sidered unethical in its sales poli- 
letter this week. In first move | cies. If individual members sought 
by a major circuit, Vogel in- | their product elsewhere it would 
formed personnel COMPO is be on their own volition, not that 
now a “reality” and ‘Loew as of the exhib unit. 
a company policy. strongly 
favors objectives of COMPO 
and wants to do everything 
possible to further the success 
of the new organization.” 
“There is no doubt that 
COMPO’s success or failure 
depends on men in the field 
like yourself,” Vogel stated. 
What requests COMPO makes 
“remain to be seen,” he added, 
in urging cooper ration between 
Loew employees and COMPO’s 


(Continued on page 22) 


Wald-Krasna 
In Depinet Meet 











local committees. 
Jerry Wald and Norman Krasna 
are slated to meet with RKO prez 
Ned E. Depinet in New York today 
(Wednesday) to lay out their pro- 


* duction program for the initial 12 
rou ™ months of their new five-year pact. | 
Indie team will determine, in their | 





Chicago, Aug. 22. pix they'll make, 


selling its product in groups to | proximate delivery dates. 
certain brackets of exhibs, William | 
F. Rodgers, company’s distribution | 294 will remain in New York for, 
veepee, said here today (Tues. 
Rodgers is here accompanied by 
Edward M. Saunders, assistant | 
general sales chief, and Charles} 
M. Reagan, exec aide, for meetings | 
with divisional heads. He returns | 
to his h.o. tomorrow (Wed.}. 

Metro has been studying the 
idea for some time, Rodgers said. 
His company knows of the desire | 


/accompanied by Gorlon E. Young- | 
man, v.p. and general counsel at | 


| tive recently in general operations | 
on the lot. 

Aside from the _ session with. 
Depinet, a principal purpose of 
the W-K trip east is to confab 
| with writers of prospective pix for, 
certain exhibe to take advantage | their.mammoth schedule of 12-a- 
of such a convenience, sales chief Y¢4™ for five years. Among scriven- 
added. Plan will take further study ©"S = bs ao po are meeting 
and no announcement of its adop-, Shul erome Weidman and Max 
tion will be made at this time. | a 

Group selling, unlike  block-| 
booking, is legal under anti-trust 
decrees. It permits an exhib to 
buy more than one film at a time 
although separate rentals are md 
on each feature. Several majo 


arg curren geune is arours. ‘NO WAY OUT’ BANNED 
BY CHI POLICE CENSOR 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 
Chi police censor yesterday (21) 
banned 20th-Fox’s ‘“‘No Way Out.” 
Film portrays prejudices encount- 
ered by Negro doctor serving white 


| quainted with the New York press 

and RKO staff. They got their | 
‘initiation Monday (21) at a lunch- 
(Continued on page 20) 





Allied. Committee, headed by Col. | 
H. A. Cole, has urged extension 
of flat terms to exhibs. 


Bernhard Goes Ahead 





° ° | patients and was met with vehe- | 
With Production Plans ment disapproval by Captain Harry | 


. ullmer, local censor. 
Joseph Bernhard, prexy of Film | Situations in the pic, particularly 


Classics, moved forward last week | |, 

with plans for going into indie pro- | gp ye ot ae to ig 
duction. He signed a non-member | pollo serte Fullmer. o- wo oe 
: , . . sis stir- 
t U7 

title registration agreement with ring up any ashes. The film would | 


the Motion Picture Assn. of 4 hat cnen treuthe between nemat | 


ica. He listed his headquarters as h N ’ Full id. 
his apartment at the Drake hotel, | Whites and Negroes,” Fullmer sai 
“but there is always the chance it | 


2 
FC. which was involved in an would stir up trouble among a. 

abortive merger effort with Eagle | more abnormal faction.” 

Lion, is now in the hands of an| Behind Fullmer’s action is local | 

assignee for creditors. Bernhard, UPheavals on Chi’s southside, 

was in indie production before | Where white and Negro have been | 





FOR FLAT TERMS 


from | 
smallfry exhibs against percentage | 


als is expected to push National | 
e Allied into a new approach on dis- | 
he asks is that you don’t reveal | trib relations when the theatre | 
A number | 
|of top Allied strategists are cur-| 
rently studying the question with | 


| icy which would avoid the legally- | 


avoid the} 


National Allied officials now feel | 


To Outline Sked 


huddle with the RKO topper, what | 
the order in, 


Metro is exploring the idea of which they'll be lensed and ap-| 


| the studio, who has also been ac- | 


They also came in to get ac-| 








Wald Salutes Warner 


Jerry Wald, in an. alumnus’ 
salute to the Warner Bros. lot 
as a school for filmmakers, 
cited this week a statement to 
him by Jack L. Warner: “There 
is no such thing as a washed- 
up star; only a washed-up 
story.” 

Illustrating the point, Wald 
said, was the success of Joan 
Crawford in a number of films 
after being absent from the 
screen for some years and the 
| current strength of the Gloria 
| Swanson - starrer, “Sunset 
Boulevard.” 








Skedded Showing 
Wins Exhib Okay 


Now that exhibitors have had a 
chance to digest 20th-Fox’s “sched- 
uled performance” plan for its up- 
coming “All About Eve,” their 
general opinion is that it’s a good 
idea. Even though some of them 
questioned by VarRIEety declined to 
predict whether the modified road- 
show system could work for more 
than a few pictures a year, the 
consensus was that the publicity 


that way would help stimulate the 
boxoffice. And, they pointed out, 
anything that can boost business 
these days is good for the industry. 
While 20th prez Spyros P. 
Skouras and other company execs 
played down the possibility that 
the plan might be a step towards 
|elimination of double features, 
| some exhibs believe it might form 
an incentive for houses to convert 
to a single-feature policy. Under 
| 20th’s system of selling “Eve,” ex- 
(Continued on page 6) 


HERB YATES’ 5-WEEK 
EUROPEAN PIX SURVEY 


Herbert J. Yates, Republic Pic- 








yesterday (Tuesday) on the S. S. 
‘the Continental market. Prior to 
his departure, he attended a three- 
day sales meet held at the home- 
office last week. 

In the course of the conclave, | 
Yates predicted that the film indus- 
try will face its best prospects 
since 1945 in the next few months. 
To take advantage of an antici-| 
pated upsurge in attendance, com- | 
pany stepped up its 1950-51 pro- | 
gram to 32 new features. 





Rep.’s Color Switch 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Republic is switching from Tru- 
color to a new three-color process 
recently perfected by Consolidated 
Film Industries. Understood the 


| 


studio will make 16 features annu- | 


ally under the new tinter system. 
| First to make the switch is the 
Judy Canova comedy, “Honey 
Chile,” 
_ber, with Sidney Picker producing 
‘and R. G. Springsteen directing. 


Metro’s Inside-Pix 
| Short as ‘Vadis’ Bally 





Rome, Aug. 15. 

Metro, now producing “Quo 
Vadis” at the Cine-Citta Studios 
just outside Rome, is making a 
| shart about the making of the film. 
| Pie concerns two American girls 
| visiting Rome who are shown how 
|a giant production like “Vadis” is 
really put together. They are 
i'shown through the sets, meet the 


actors “backstage” and in general ' 


i given an academic glance at the 
art of making pictures. Nini Bel- 
\liero and Jane Howard, two young 
girls who live in Rome with their 


road show, will be tessed into gen-| tying up with the distribution out-| under tension over local a9 parents, are taking the principal 


eral release in October by Uni- | 
versal-International. 

Latter is handling U.S. distribu- 
tion of the picture, 


fit, having been partnered with, laws, with frequent “incidents” 

Milton Sperling in United States | ported to police. Fullmer’s pey- | 
Pictures, 
Warner Bros, alone, 


parts. 
| Film will be shown as a trailer 


up by the studio. 


resulting from playing a picture! 


starting early in Septem- | 


‘Lazarus Job as Col Ad-Pub Exec 
Seen Prelude to Spingold Retiring 


+ Appointment of Paul N. Lazarus, 


Jr., to a new exec post at Columbia 
ithis week is believed a prelude to 
eventual retirement of v.p. Nate 
|Spingold. The former United Art- 
ists exec nominally will be studio 
rep at the Col homeoffice, with his 
auties more or less undefined, but 
it is understood he will gradually 
|take over the duties performed by 
Spingold. 


Spingold, 65, and independently 
wealthy, has repeatedly indicated 
his desire to retire, but has con- 
itinued with the company at the 
behest of prexy Harry Cohn. He 
signed a new five-year contract 
about a year ago. He has the op- 
tion under it, however, of going on 
a consultant basis at half pay after 
the first two yeers. 


It is believed the plan, therefore, 
is for Spingold to break Lazarus 
into his duties for the next vear 
and then continue as a consultant. 
Coln, in announcing Lazarus’ ap- 
pointment on the Coast Monday 
(21), refused tc define his duties 
but said he would specify them 
“as they arise.” 

Spingold, as part of his chores as 
v.p., supervises the publicity-adver- 
tising department. which is headed 
by Arthur Schmidt He also serves 
as liaison between the studio and 
ithe distribution department on the 
|merchandising of Col product, and, 
in addition. is in the top cabinet 
echelon as an adviser on both 
coasts on the production and mar- 
keting of the company’s films. He 
\likewise has supervised activities 
of studio departments in the east. 


Lazarus resigned two weeks ago 
from UA. He had been exec aide 
to prexy Grad Sears before the 
change’ in UA management in 
which Sears was displaced. Prior 
to that he was pub-ad manager of 
UA and before that was with the 
Buchanan ad agency and Warner 
Bros. 

Lazarus and Spingold planed to 
ithe Coast over the weekend for 
jconfabs with Cohn. They will re- 
- to New York next weekend. 

In another change at Col, Law- 
rence H. Lipskin, who had been 
l assistant to Spingold, was named 
assistant to Joseph H. McConville, 


Producers came east Sunday (20) tures prexy, sailed from New York | prez of Columbia International. He 


' will be in charge of foreign adver- 


).| the rest of this week. They were | America for a five-week survey of |tising. publicity and exploitation. 


‘He fills the place left vacant by 
‘the death of David O'Malley about 
|18 months ago. The shift was said 
merely to be coincidental with the 
Lazarus appointment. 





Maurer to Eye ‘€yrano’ 
For Broadway Booking; 
| Seek 2-a-Day Coast Date 


| Maurice Maurer, operating chief 
of Broadway’s Astor, Victoria and 
Bijou theatres, heads for Chicago 


next week to see a rough cut of 
“Cyrano de _ Bergerac,” Stanley 
Kramer production which recently 
| finished shooting. Kramer is bring- 
ing the pic east for the midpoint 
/meeting with Maurer. 

| Theatre exec will look at the 
Jose Ferrer starrer aS a prospec- 
tive two-a-day attraction at one of 
his three Broadway houses. It 
‘would be for an opening around 
Christmas. 

George Schaefer, Kramer's sales 
chief, and Myer P. Beck, his east- 
ern flack, will accompany Maurer 
to Chi for the screening. Kramer 
will continue east for a six-city tour 
in connectio» with his latest re- 
lease, “The Men,” winding up in 
| (Continued on page 86) 


 Goodfried Joins Corwin 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Bob Goodfried has resigned as 
Coast pub-ad director of Eagle 
Lion to join Metropolitan Theatres, 
Sherrill Corwin chain, as ad-pub- 
lic relations director. He had been 
at EL five years. 
| Previously, Goodfried was in 
charge of field exploitation for 





which releases through | chology is to leave well enough during the publicity campaign set | United Artists after several years 


i with the Skouras theatres in N. Y. 
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VARIETY 
Myers Quits Tax Post | 


PICTURES 
Washington, Aug. 22. 


Harry (F&M) Arthur's Highbrow Pix Resignation of Abram F. Myers | Draft Depletion 


9 ‘as chairman of the taxation and Pentinued from. pegs 3 
ast ts 0 woo omment— et | legislation committee of the Coun-; ployees about two weeks ago. In- 
- : | cil of Motion Picture Organizations _complete returns show that there’s 


lwas sent to COMPO prexy Ned small likelihood that any _ top- 
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Reade Sees Court 
As Only Means To 











Hollywood, Aug. 22. + 


Depinet last week as the committee | 
It had con-| 


echelon execs would be called to 
the colors. Statistics were unavail- 


Blast of Fanchon & Marco circuit 
chief Harry C. Arthur, Jr., last} 
week that Hollywood has gone so_ 
highbrow that it’s abandoned “real 
entertainment” isn’t being taken | 
too seriously by production top-| 
pers. His complaint was sent to all 
major and independent studio 
heads, as well as to leading indie 
producers and top distribution 
execs. 

Stanley Kramer, who turned out 
“Home of the Brave,” and “The, 
Men.” said he had no comment 
since he had not received the let- 
ter. Me.s> production chief Dore 
Schary had no immediate statement 
but may make some observations 
later. Y¥. Frank Freeman, Para- 
mount production head, said he had 
referred the letter to an assistant 
and didn’t think there’d be a reply. | 

That “lost audience,” Arthur de- | 
clared in a round-robin letter, 
stems from Hollywood’s re- 
cent swing toward ubjects which | 
smacked of too much _  ophistica- 
tion and art. “Our patrons,” he 
wrote, “by their non-attendance 
strongly irl’ > they don’t want 
product of this type.” 

Arthur’s panacea for the b.o. 
doic.ams is for studiuo. to concen- 
trate upon purely escapist fare and | 
develop new stars to take the place 
of the “venerable oldsters,” who, 
“although still capable of excellent | 
histrionics, daily are fading in pop- ! 
ularity.”. Entertainment, he em- 
phasized, should be our creed in- 
stead of a policy of “education and 
propaganda.” 

When top-quality films such as | 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” “Broken | 
Arrow,” “Jolson Sings Again,” } 
“Samson & Delilah,” “Flame and | 
the Arrow.” “Sands of Iwo Jima,” | 
“Francis,” “Cinderella” and “Fancy | 
Pants” are still being produced 
Arthur pointed out, that’s an indi- 
cation there’s still hope for the, 
industry’s recovery. “But these 
productions,” he added, “sadly are 
now in the minority. Were it noi 
so. we should not now be wonder- 
ing where our former grosses have 
wandered.” 

‘“‘What bro. _ht about our chanve 
ef viewpoint and standards,” Ar 
thur continued, “‘is not quite clear 
An influx of foreign pictures came 
along, some of which appealed to 
the socalled intelligentsia, induc- 
ing many American producers to 


emulate the efforts of fcreign pr-| 
ducers—despite the f.ct that inthe; While nothing definite came out | 


free film markets of the wor'd, 
75% to 90° of the films shown 
wer American...” 

Arthur wrged the top men of the 
industry to return to fundamentals. 
Throw out psychiatry, propagan:la, 
inter-racial problems, disease, 3a- 
dism, viciousness and death, he ex- 
horted, and concentrate ipon pro- 
ducing films which are wholly en- 
teriaining. “Give new star person- 
alities to our patrons,” he wrote, 
“along with pictures that entertain 


...and the boxoffices of the nation | 


will again click witn activity.” 


Brandt-Hughes | 


} 
— 

















Continued from page 4 


asked and to frame alternate sug- 
gestions on the other points. 
Weisman and Tom Slack. 


Hughes’ counsel, completed work | 


10 days ago on the terms of the 
proposition to be offered to the 


RKO chief. This was forwarded to | 
him and it was thought he would | 


accept it more or less in toto or 
not at all, since the terms set down 
were arrived at in consultation with 
Siack and Hughes’ principal ad- 
visor, Noah Dietrich. They, in turn, 
had been in frequent  telphoni- 
communication with Hughes dur- 
ing the negotiating period. 
Stickler in the deal during the 
earlier stages was warranties that 
each side asked because the actual! 
siock transfer wasn’t slated uniil 
Jan. 1 or 2, the last day allowed to 


|rectly to the reels’ homeoffices in| 


| phic centre at Astoria, L. [I., 


wound up its work. 
centrated on reducing or eliminat- 
‘ing the 20° admissions bite and 
| had success virtually within its 
| grasp when the Korean war blew 
_all‘tax-reduction plans sky high. 

| Myers made public last week ex- 
| cerpts of letters from leading mem- 


Jury Still Out 


Although appearance of a 
film thesper in television shows 
or pix inevitably touches off 
a chorus of high-decibel pro- 
tests from exhibs, there is a 
growing debate among theatre- 
whether 


men themselves on — bers of Congress in response to the 
TV stints by the acting clan | recent Myers letter to them. Myers 
helps or hurts, their theatre /).4 written that, because of the 
b.o. value. Question is offi- | korean situation, COMPO was 


cially raised for the first time 
in a bulletin of Independent 
Exhibitors, Inc., Massachusetts 
Allied group, in bringing up 
the recent entry of Gene 
Autry into telepix. 

Bulletin declares: “There is 
a difference of opinion as to 
the effects on our business by 
the showing of Autry films on 
TV. After our experience with 
the Hopalong Cassidy TV 
show, it would seem that there 
is much to be said by both fac- 
tions.” 


Seek to Speed 


War Newsreels 


Washington, Aug. 22. 

Heads of the five major news- 
reels huddled here last week with 
Joseph Yovin, chief of the pictorial 
section of the U. S. Dept. of De- 
fense, in an attempt to line up as 
rapid a release schedule on Gov- 
ernment film emanating from 
Korea as they had at the end of 
World War It. 

By the time the Japanese sur- 
rendered in 1945, the Government 


| withdrawing its request for elimi- 
nation of the admissions tax. How- 
ever, he added, the industry would 
renew its request as soon as the 
situation improved. The senators 
and representatives assured Myers 
of their support after the war. 


| _coMPo Confab 


Continued from page 5 

/out, Mayer said he was willing to 
‘do all the necessary speaking him- 
self. However, he dislikes the idea 
‘of leaving New York until he feels 
‘he has a strong organization be- 
‘hind him to carry on the required 
work. ; 

Mayer is ready to accept an in- 
vitation from the Theatre Owners 
of America to talk at that group’s 
Dallas convention in October. Gael 
Sullivan, TOA’s exec director, has 
already indicated that he will in- 
vite the COMPO official. 
will probably also appear at the 
Pittsburgh board meet of National 
Allied which is set for Oct. 1-3. 
Board will reopen the COMPO 
question since it originally ratified 
the project for only one year. 

COMPO will have its executive 
offices in the Paramount building, 




















' : ; Times Sq. landmark, under. ar- 
had begun processing and develop- | — ‘ : : 
ing all footage in Washington. and T@"gements made by Mayer this 

week. Industry org will occupy | 


the film was then air-expressed di- : ; 
- the suite on the 21st floor formerly 


tenanted by 


New York. Under the present set- ‘ 
|chain. Latter 


up on material emanating from has 


Korea, however, film lensed by | 14th floor. : ; 
Signal Corps cameramen is de- | To aid Mayer in the mountain 
veloped at the corps’ photogra- | of details on organization, person- 


nel and setup of the COMPO of- 
fice, Depinet has named a three- 
man committee consisting of Max 
|A. Cohen, Robert W. Coyne and 
|Osear A. Doob. 
|operator in N. Y., will serve as 
| chairman. 


then 
shipped to the Pentagon here for a 
onceover by security personnel. As 
a result, the reels must wait an 
extra day or two before they can 
get the footage wrapped up into 
their releases. 


| port of COMPO are rolling in from 
|the field. Earl J. Hudson, head of 
| United Detroit Theatres, has ad- 
‘their favor. According to Walton! vised Depinet by wire that 500 
|C. Ament, Warner-Pathe veepee | Michigan exhibs are mobilized to 
| who attended the huddles, a “thor- | support the war effort. J. B. Har- 
‘oughly efficient relationship be-| vey, prez of Theatre Owners of 
'tween the reels and the Dept. of North and South Carolina, as well 
| Defense was established.” ias W. F. Crockett, head of the 
' Virginia Theatre Assn., also report 
aT eae —_ cooperation. It is significant in 
Skedd Sho ® | the light of previous opposition to 
ed wing if COMPO’s war role by Theatre 
| Owners of America that the three 
exhib leaders are affiliated with 
TOA. 


of the meeting, the chiefs of the 
newsreels are hopeful they'll be 
able to rearrange the schedule in 











| 


hibs will be able to buy the film 
only if they agree to play it singly. 
Such 20th toppers as veepee Al 


Continued from page 5 
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a ; | 
Maurer-‘Cyrano | 


—~aas Continued from page 5 


Lichtman have consistently gone 
on record as denouncing double 
features as a “scourge” of the in- 


dustry and exhibs consequently be- 
lieve 20th is thinking in that di- 
rection even if they will not say) 
so at this time. 


Exhibs pointed out that the plan 
should not be too difficult to sell 
to their customers, Key cities are 
accustomed to playing certain pic- 
tures on a roadshow basis, with 
only two or three performances | 

















bride, actress Ann Pearce. 

Schaefer will continue to Holly- 
wood with the print. He’ll show it 
to National Theatres’ topper, 
Charles Skouras, in an effort to 
arrange a two-a-day preem on the 
Coast at about the same time as 
New York. 

While in Chi. Kramer will also 


Mayer | 


the Fabian theatre | 
moved to the 


Cohen, a circuit | 


Meanwhile first pledges for sup-_ 


New York around mid-September. | 
He’ll be accompanied by his recent | 


‘able at Paramount, Universal, 
Warners and United Artists. At the 


| fided, “we don’t talk about it up 
' here.” Queries at the other firms 
elicited similar responses. 





Coast Survey 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
War and its impending influence 
on the film business has resulted 
in a general survey of personnel, 
meaning young and active citizens 


who might be called for military | 


service in the draft. All employees 
of motion picture studios, male or 
female, have been instructed to 
file questionnaires, covering their 
past lives, including their marital 
and military experience. 

Motion Picture Producers Assn. 
has issued a list of questions call- 
ing for past and present informa- 
tion. Idea is to determine what 
thesps, writers and other -studio 
employees will be available in case 
of sudden calls for military serv- 
ice. 











Big Mystery 


—_ame Continued from page 3 





reflected at the b.o. It’s expected 
to take several more months before 
the full force is felt. 


If experience is the same as dur- 
ing the last war, the rise, when it 
comes, will be sudden and sharp. 
Barney Balaban made that obser- 
vation last week in discussing pres- 
ent b.o. trends. Paramount prexy 
was somewhat more downbeat in 
assessing present strong biz than 
some of his colleagues. 


Video Angle 


The TV angle, which has always 
| been in the toretront of industry 
thinking regarding the slide in biz 
of the past few years, naturally is 
there also when discussing the up- 
trend. Most theatremen and dis- 
!tribs who have thoroughly studied 
their markets have never attribut- 
ed more than 5% of the drop in 
receipts to tele competition, espe- 
cially since there has been no dis- 
cernible correlation between tele 
areas and the biz drop. 
Nevertheless, a number of exhibs 
in the New York area have suggest- 
| tele shows may be driving some of 
| the TV holdouts back into theatres. 
| There’s also the angle of better 
theatre-going weather this summer 
than last, which is cited by Oscar 
Doob, Loew’s theatre exec. Doob, 
_incidentally, is one of those who 
| holds out strongly against the idea 
| that product improvement is the 
| all-important factor in the upturn. 
Walter Reade, Jr., of the Reade 
circuit, has a theory of cycles in 
the biz. He declares that films 


have always run into cycles of pop- | 


ularity of competing forms of 


amusement—miniature golf, midget | 


auto races, night baseball, roller 
skating, ete. Reade thinks that a 
cycle has just passed compounded 
of many forms of amusement 
which were made all but impossi- 
ble by the war. 





Chi’s Upturn 
Chicago, Aug. 22. 


Theatre business here, which 
took a healthy upswin. in the last 


month, has local exhibs ser.tching | 


for an explanation. Whatever cause 
,is behind the upsurge, loop houses 
{are nevertheless feeling the first 
throbs of hope in a period dormant 


latter company a spokesman con-' 


ed that poor quality of hot-weather | 


Settle RKO Snar] 


Battle through the courts is seen 
by the Walter Reade circuit as the 
only solution to its years-long dis- 
pute with RKO over the split of 
their partnership in the 12-house 
Trenton-New Brunswick chain, 
While claiming to be anxious to 
find another way out, Reade execs 
feel that an out-and-out court fight 
will lead to the only settlement. 


Partners are already under or. 
der of the superior court of New 
Jersey to reach an agreement or 
face an edictec dissolution of the 
corporation owning the chain. 
Agreement was supposed to have 
been reached by Aug. 10, but a 
»postponement was obtained by mu- 
tual consent. Reade and RKO are j 
under compunction to either buy , 
or sell to each other. 


Situation may be changed if the 
current deai for takeover of RKO 
circuit control by Harry Brandt's 
Trans-Lux Corp. is consummated. 
Brandt has stated that he wants 
to hang onto only those houses 
over which RKO has full operating 
control. He said he thought he 
could sit down with the Reade in- 
terests “and make a deal in five 
minutes” to sell out RKO’s T-NB 
holdings to Reade. 


Nub of the dispute is the Reade 
demand that .t be permitted to buy 
out RKO’s 50% interest at book 
value. That’s said to be about $300.- 
000, compsred with actual evalua- 
tion of about $1,500,000. RKO re- 
fuses to sell 01 that basis. 

Reade contention is that there 
is no reason for it to pay any 
more than book value, since RKO 
paid nothing for the stock. It 
claims that RKO got the shares by 
threatening to build in competition 
to the Reade houses. 

Reade maintains that it would 
be willing to start negotiations on 
an equal basis if RKO had ac- 
quired the interest in the theatres 
by buying in equitably, but it is 
not willing urder the present cir- 
cumstances. Furthermore, the 
Reade attorneys claim, it is RKO’s 
fault, not Reade’s, that the present 
split of the partnership has become 
necessary, and it doesn’t see why 
it should suffer through no act of 
its own. 

Breakup was ordered by the fed- 
eral court in a decree growing out 
of anti-trust charges against the 
major companies. 


Argentine Shifts — 


Continued from page 4 




















higher rate. However, foreign man- 

agers assert that they were ver- 
_ bally assured during negotiations 
| that the lower rate would apply. 
Other Developments 


Other discouraging developments 
| have occurred in the Latino coun- 
try during the interim period, 
according to dispatches from 
Buenos Aires. Argentine Entertain- 
ment Board has upped the quota 
and terms on locally-produced pix, 
/making it almost impossible for 
U.S. films to get good playing time. 
| Mandatory higher rentals for Ar- 
| gentine films means that Yank 
| Imports will not be able to get the 
| right terms since exhibs will un- 
| doubtedly seek to make up their 
losses on American features. 


New taxation law has been rush- 
ed through Congress at Buenos 


| 


} 


daily. Many small towns, exhibs 
noted, run one show in the after- 
noon, close down for several hours 
‘and then reopen for two more per- 
formances at night. Thus, exhibs 
said, 20th’s plan of scheduling 
three or four performances daily, 
with a complete break between 
each one, would not be too differ- 


ent from the small towners’ cur-, 


screen the pic with Dmitri Tiom- 
kin, who'll write the music for it. 
The composer, now in New York, 
will continue west from Chi to 
start his chore following huddles 
with the producer. Sessions with 
Maurer, Tiomkin and his staffers 
are tentatively set for next Tuesday 
and Wednesday (29-30). 





Hughes by the court for divorcing | 
his theatre and production-distribu- | rent operating policy. 
tion operation. It could not be| Those theatres now operating on 
learned whether this was still an| a grind policy, moreover, figure 
licm of difficulty, but it is under-| they might be able to trim their 
stood that the revisions sought by | operating expenses, if only to a 
Hughes are of a much broader na- | siight degree, under the “sched- 
ture. , uled performance” plan. While 
Terms provide that he receive | such items aS rent and exec 
something over $7 a share for his| salaries remain steady regardless 
929.000 shares. Actual figure is of a house policy, most exhibs pay 
‘based on a formula of five-year | their projectionists, ushers, 
earnings of each of the approxi- | cashiers, etc., on an hourly basis. 
mately 100 theatres involved.' As a result, closing the theatre 
Brandt's plan was to merge them | between each performance will en- 
with the Trans-Lux chain of 14 able the exhibs to trim the costs 
houses. lon their employees. 


Other pix being set by Maurer 
for his houses include “State Se- 
cret,” which will follow the cur- 
rent “Our Very Own” into the Vic; 
“Walk Softly, Stranger,” which 
may go into the Astor after the 
current “Edge of Doom,” and 
“American Guerilla in the Philip- 
pines,” slotted for the Astor about 
Nov. 7. 

“Secret” is a Columbia release 
made by Sir Alexander Korda in 
England and starring Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr. “Stranger” is an RKO 
production starring Joseph Cotten 
and Alida Valli. “Guerilla,” made 
‘by 20th-Fox, stars Tyrone Power. 


Aires under which distribs will 
have to pay roughly 140° more 
than in the past. It was steam- 


for many months. Closing of Bala- 
ban & Katz’s Garrick, on a reissue 
policy for the past year and a half. 


as well as the shuttering of first-| Tolled through in 24 hours. Law 
run Loop theatre, has tightened up | increases tax bite for everyone, 
/on downtown theatres, with loop-| especially for foreign capital. 


| going patrons necessarily funneled 
(into a smaller span of houses. 
Another reason argued by ob- 
,Servers is present hostilities in 
| Korea, which have rot only ef- 
fected an economic upswing, but 
‘has fashioned. a more subtle de- 
;mand for entertainment. Voiced 
| the loudest, however, is the fact 
|that the boxoffice increase now 
(comes as abnormal, rising sharply 
| against a steady downward trend. 
| and can be expicined away by less 
| optimistic exhibs as either a mani- 
| festation of a dose of cool weather, 
a relentless mulcting of exploita- 
|tion ideas, or as a phenomonon of 
|a group of high-quality picts run- 
| ning on top of one another. Logi- 
| ¢aliy pointed out too is weak sum- 
imer fare on video. 


Capping the climax, distribution 
office union is demanding 20% 
wage increases, plus other benefits 
in the way of social security. No 
doubt they are influenced by the 
fact that exhibitor personnel has 
gotten raises of 27°, retroactive 
to July 1, 1949, 


Local producers are making 
capital out of the small group of 
pix released in the last few weeks 
by United Artists under a separate 
agreement with the government. 
They have not been able to com- 
pare with b.o. results of the best 
local releases. Announcement of 
these films as “the first of the new 
U.S. pictures since 1949” has not 
done the American film industry 
any good. 
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HEAVY BACKLOG KEY TO 





SIMPP Solidly Behind French Govt. 
Vs. MPAA on Allocation of Permits 


Tussle in which the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America is currently 
engaged with the French govern- 
ment promises to get even rougher 
as a result of the attitude of the 
Society of Motion Picture Produ- 


cers. SIMPP has in effect solidly | film recently financed by the In-| saciiog of pix: de the | 


aligned itself with the French on 
one of the latter’s principal points 
of issue with the MPAA. 

Majors are asking that if Paris 
insists on a ceiling on the number 
of imports, blanket permit be is- 
sued to the MPAA so that it may 
do its own allocating of import li- 
censes among its members. French 
government wants to do its own 
allocating to each of the companies 
—a stand with which SIMPP is 
firmly in agreement. 

Indies aim to get their attitude 
on the record in Paris 
MPAA prexy Eric Johnston and 
international division topper John 
G. McCarthy get there in Novem- 
ber to negotiate a revision of the 
Blum-Byrnes agreement, which cur: 
rently governs Franco-U. S. film 
relations. 

It was partly to that end that 
SIMPP’s distribution committee 
voted approval in New York last 
week for prez Ellis G. Arnall to 
employ a rep in Europe. While the 
new man’s initial job will be to pro- 
tect the indie position in Germany, 
he’ll also undoubtedly be heading 
for France to impress on the gov- 


before | 


4 
+ 


ILGWU Pic Acquired 
For U.S., Canada Distrib 


“With These Hands,” feature 








| ternational Ladies’ Garment Work- 
| ers Union, has been acquired for 
| U. S. and Canadian distribution by 
| Classic Pictures. That’s the new 
| releasing outfit set up by Al Mar- 
|golies and Max J. Rosenberg. 

| Margolies handled publicity on 
|the pic during its runs at the 
Gotham and Little Cine Met in 
|New York. Plans are for further 


| theatrical distribution, to be fol-| 


ilowed by extensive iGm  show- 
|ings through labor organizations, 
schools, libraries, ete. 

Cast, headed by Sam Levene and 
| Arlene Francis, includes a number 
of non-pro actors. 





Myers Urges 
Exhibs Raise 





ernment that the MPAA does not | 
rep the entire U. S. industry. 
French will be acquainted with 
the SIMPP stand that 
rather than being granted on a 


Washington, Aug, 22. 


| Abram F. Myers, Allied States 


board chairman, today (Tues.) in- 


licenses, | directly urged exhibitors to raise 


their admission prices. Writing in 


license basis. should be handed out |the Allied States Bulletin, Myers 


picture-by-picture on a merit basis. 
Leading producers in the Society 
fee] that it will give them a better 
break on ratio of indie to major 
permits. 
accord, majors got 110 licenses to 
11 for the independents. 


An equally important reason for | 


SIMPP opposing blanket permits 
to a group or organization is that 


said that with costs increasing over | 


the past 10 years and boxoffice de- 
|clining in the past three, the only 
hope remaining to many exhibitors 


Under the Blum-Byrnes | !S_increasing admission prices.” 


Exhibitors, h’ wrote, had hoped 


\for relief from their “desperate” | 


situation in elimination or cutting 
of federal taxes. Now, with the 
darkening international situation, 


it feels it has no legal right under |they even face increased income 
anti-trust laws to make allocations | ‘@XeS on what they do earn. 


among its members. In any case | 


While raising admission prices 


such a task would lead to tremen-|™ay cut attendance, Myers wrote, 


dous internal dissension—just as it 
threatens to in the MPAA. 


it is the only choice. many oper- 
ators have. They cant continue in 


All the same reasoning applies |their present condition, and must 


to blanket allocations 
countries, as well as France. For 
that reason. among others, SIMPP’s 
new Continental rep will undoubt- 
edly be traveling to Spain, Italy 
and other countries. Arnall, inci- 
dentally, is now attempting to se- 
lect a man for the job. 

SIMPP execs would like to join 
forces with MPAA so as to present 
a unified front in dealing with for- | 
eign governments, such as was the | 
case in the recent agreement ham- | 
mered out in England. They main- | 
tain, however, that MPAA’s record | 
makes that impossible, since there | 
are numerous signs of lack of unity | 
among MPAA members _ them- | 
selves. | 

As a result, SIMPP’s attitude is 
that it must take care of itself by | 
continued vigilance. That is basi- | 
cally why it went into the project | 


| 


last week of hiring its own man) 





. in Europe. 





YOUNG-LUPINO TALK 
NEW DEAL WITH RKO 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 


Collier Young and Ida Lupino | 
are talking a new pact with RKO | 
following completion of current 
one-year, three-picture ticket. They 
have _ completed “Outrage,” 


“Mother of a Champion” and will | 
start shortly on “Restless “Age.” | 
They plan same general budget, 
around $250,000 per film for new 
deal, though they spent over $300,- 
000 on “Mother.” 


Indie will concentrate on new 
faces and development of unknown 
personalities, Young declared, 
with format remaining the same as 
before, problems of American 
democracy. Young pointed out 
that extensive prepping has made 
it possible to shoot films without 
added scenes or retakes of any) 
kind 





‘Sept. 1 set to collect Sept. 29. 


in other |try increasing admissions, even at 


the risk of losing attendance. 


REP, PUSHES PAYOFF 
ON DIVVY ARREARS 


With improved profits fattening 
the company’s larder, Republic is 
pushing its drive to pay off an 
accumulation of dividend arrears 
on preferred stock. Rep’s board 
this week ordered distribution of 
another 50c per share on“the pre- 
ferred issue. Of this melon, 25c 
goes for the regular quarterly 
divvy while the other 25c is applied 
to arrears. : 

Since the beginning of the year, 
company has paid off 75c per share 





on accumulated dividend require- ‘Beck. both tied to Fi 


ments. Preferred stock calls for 
$1 yearly. Improved business for 
Rep brought in $290,766 after taxes 


during its first quarter of fiscal ’50 - 


against a full year’s take of $486,- | 
578 in °49. 


of record Sept. 11. 





WB, 20th Push Thru 


Divvies on Common’ 


Two. of the majors this week} 
pushed through regular dividend 
payments to stockholders. War- 
ner Bros.’ board ordered distribu- 
tion of 25c. per share on common 
stock. Divvy is payable Sept. 25 
to stockholders of record Aug. 28. 
Common stock dividend of 50c 
per share was announced by 20th- 
Fox, with stockholders of record 


Twentieth also declared for pre- 
ferred stockholders. Those hold- 
ing prior preferred receive $1.1212 
per share Sept. 15. Convertible 
preferred get 3712c. per share Sept. 





In each case stockholders of | ment. 


29 
record Sept. 1 share the pie. 


Price Scales 


|Sagitta Films of Paris. 


TT ALL DEPENDS. 





the nation’s move toward a war 
economy is expected to add fur- 
ther to the already-sizable industry 
| ing. Survey of 12 
| VARIETY recently disclosed 207 
| pix either on the shelf awaiting re- 
| lease or being worked over by the 
cutters. 

| Backlog represents a slow but 
| significant climb 
| point of stock in the vault reached 
| just about a year ago. Its size is 


cause it is a very important point- 
er to future industry 
A large stock of high-cost product 
|released on a declining market 
means a Slash in profits, while a 


og of reasonably bu : Perking Biz May 


fairly well for the industry under | 


eted pix distributed during b.o. 
ascendancy is a sure signpost to a 
big net. 

Size of the stockpile now augurs 


current conditions. It would be 
profitable, however, from the pres- 
ent outlook, to have a much bigger 
backlog—from 250 to 300 pix—and 
that may be achieved within the 
next year or So. 

It appears certain that 
will grow fuller, although how fast 


Hollywood’s. If the international 





situation continues hazardous—as | 
| 


it seems sure to at the moment— 
| both b.o. and budgets are likely to 
climb. That’s a_ surefire 
|for the building of a backlog. 

Grosses have already spurted 
|from spring lows since the North 
| Korean assault started U. S. econ- 
/omy on a limited war footing. An- 
| ticipated further hypoes to war 
production and resultant shortages 


New situation brought about by | 


vaults | 


and how much will be determined | . : 
more by Moscow’s strategy than by | dormant proposal 


FUTURE 








| 
| 
} 


| 


Zanuck Sees 207 Next Year's Lineup 





20th’s Concert Pkge. 
Set for Every Other Mo. 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Twentieth-Fox will release six 
packages of concert films during 
the coming season at the rate of 
one package every second month, 


| starting in September. First pack- 


from the low! 


prosperity. | 





| 


| practically shelved the project sev- | 
combo | 


| but the sum was reduced to $2,000,- | 


of consumer goods are bound to) 


| continue. building boxoffices. . Re- | 


(Continued on page 20) 


Budd Rogers, Unger 
Setting Syndicate Pix 





First two films being turned out 
by a tri-national syndicate of Amer- 
ican, British and French bankroll- 
ers are now being set for fall re- 
lease in the U. S. by Budd Rogers 
and J. J. Unger, acting as sales 
reps. Second pic, which stars Rex 
|Harrison and Lilli Palmer (Mrs. 





| Harrison), is nearing the windup | 
| point at Nettlefold studios in Brit- | 
| ain. 


Teeoff _ film, 
French,” 


“Pardon 


My | 
is already in 


the can. | 


'Merle Oberon and Paul Henreid 


co-star. | 
Three-ply financing involves dol- 
lars supplied by Peter Cusick Inter- | 


|national Films, pounds from Five | jndie production. 
|Ocean Co., Ltd., and franes from | Cheasee and uncertainties of Unit-| Country tour from N. Y. to Holly- 


| os : s. The Har-| ed Artists have convinced them) wood. 
rison-Palmer pic is being produced | that a strong new company is need- 


by Anthony Bushell and Reginald | 
ve Ocean. Divi- | 


sion of distrib rights among the | 
|three syndicates is part of the pack- | 


ge. 
British production now winding | 


/up is a filmization of “The Long, 


ew preferred dividend payment px todayy screenplay by Nunnally 


N 
will be made Oct. 1 to stockholders ‘from W. E. C. Fairchild. 


with additional dialog 


Novel was | 


iwritten by Edgar Lustgarten. Har- 


rison has been doubling from stu- 
dio work with his appearance on 
the London stage in T. S. Eliot's | 


|The Cocktail Party.” It is the first | 
(of coin from the company’s 900 


film he has mde in several years. 

Rogers-Unger duo are seeking 
major company release for “Hall” 
in the U. S. 





Laurel’s New Starter 


Laurel Film, eastern production 
unit, will roll “Two of a Kind” next 
month. Casting on the pic, which 
is to be shot entirely in N.Y.. will 
start during August. Comedy was 
produced on Broadway by Milton 
Berle a few years back under the 
label “Same Time Next Week.” 

Searle Kramer, who scripted the 
comedy, is prepping screen treat- 

Laurel will name the direc- | 
tor next week. “ 





For Fall U.S. Release 





age will consist of a violin concert 
by Jascha Heifetz, a piano con- 
cert by Artur Rubinstein, vocal 
recital by Jan Peerce and a con- 


N.Y. ilhe ic Or- 
| carefully watched by top execs be- | cert by the N.Y. Philharmonic Or 


chestra. 

Second group will include a con- 
cert by Marian Anderson, and a 
trio recital by Heifetz, Rubinstein 
and Gregor Piatigorsky, cellist. 





Hypo Fabian Plan 
For Co-op Prod. 


Perking exhib business of the 


| past six weeks may revive the long 
Fabian, | 


of Si 
circuit operator, for the creation 


|of a cooperative film production | 
outfit under the name of National | 


Exhibitors Finance Corp. Fabian 


eral months ago when he found 


exhibs to be lethargic to any pro- | 


posal which called for putting up 
substantial sums of cash. NEFC 
was originally planned to start with 
$10,000,000 in exhib subscriptions, 


000 in the light of dwindling b. o. 
returns. 

Tentative plans now call for a 
revival of the proposal at the Thea- 
tre Owners of America’s upcoming 
national convention in Dallas in 
the latter part of October. At that 
time most if not all of the original 
sponsors of the company will be 
together and readily available for 
the necessary collection of funds. 
Fabian is expected to renew efforts 
to get the company started because 
of his conviction and that of other | 
exhibs that the theatres are still | 
not assured of a steady supply of | 
product. ‘ 

NEFC still has subscriptions to- | 
talling close to $2,000,000 from va- | 
rious exhibs. However, no effort | 
has been made to collect on the) 
pledges, which have expired. Faced | 


ON KOREAN WAR Produced Abroad; 3 Set for Britain 


London, Aug. 22. 

| To raise the tone of Hollywood 
| production, while operating on a 
| profit-making basis, was listed as 
his immediate ambition by Darryl 
F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox production 
veepee, when speaking before a 
party of 100 British and American 
newsmen in London last Thurs- 
day (17). That was difficult to ac- 
complish while the film market re- 
mains depressed, attendances de- 
cline and studio costs go up, he 
believed. 

The Hollywood executive re- 
vealed that 20° of 20th’s next 


year’s program would be made 
abroad. There would be two to 
three made in Britain, one in 


| Canada, one in Australia and one 
|in Germany. 
| Zanuck’s trip is primarily con- 
cerned with the cutting of “The 
Mudlark” and the ironing out diffi- 
| culties that have arisen over the 
| production in Germany of “Call 
It Treason.” He now has left Lon- 
‘don for the Continent, and will 
4 





be returning three weeks later 
for a final 10-day stay. 

On “Mudlark,” Zanuck already 
has supervised the first cut and 
will check the final editing when 
he returns from Germany. He 
| denied any knowledge of the storm 
that is blowing up over its likely 
selection as the Command Per- 
formance’ British picture, but 
“would be very happy if it is se- 
lected.” 

The 20th-Fox British outfit 
starts filming at Denham in the 
middle of September on ‘‘No High- 
way.” After that, Zanuck hopes 
there will be a more continuous 
| flow of productions anchored in 
| Britain. 

Answers Criticism on “Mudlark” 

The criticism that followed. the 
selection of Irene Dunne to play 
| Queen Victoria in “Mudlark” and 
the opposition from British Jech- 
nicians over the employment of 
Hollywood directors and producers 
was’ glossed over by Zanuck: 
.“You’lH agree when you see Miss 
Dunne that she was an excellent 





choice.” 
| Of the top British directing 
‘talent, he ranked with the best 


| 


| available in Hollywood. But none 
|of the top-flight personnel was 
available, and he felt justified in 
employing a first-class Hollywood 
director rather than a second-rate 
British one. 


ITALIAN FILM FINISHED 





with business troubles, exhibs have 
not been ready to throw their coin 
into long-range operations. Bright- 
ening domestic film picture is now 
effecting a change in attitude. 
Number of bigtime exhibs are 
still concerned with the plight of 
Fadeout of Film 


ed on the Coast to keep the indies 
in the field. 


3 SELF-FINANCED KING 
PIX AT $1,000,000 CO 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
King Bros. is stepping out with 





a program of three pictures, cost-| 


ing a total of $1,000,000, without 
a release outlet or any financing 
from outside sources. 

Films will be made with the aid 


stockholders, something different 
in Hollywood. Kings recently com- 
pleted “Union 1-1000” for Allied 
Artists on the Monogram lot. 
Where they will shoot their new 
program is still to be determined. 


TINT TV TRAILERS 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

For the first time in film history, 
Walter Lantz is making half-min- 
ute trailers in Technicolor to plug 
his program of cartoon shorts for 
distribution through Universal-In- 
ternational. 

Lantz will turn out six “Woody 
Woodpecker” inkies this year, with 
a first order for 2,500 prints. 





IN U.S. X-COUNTRY TRIP 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
| Aldo Raciti, Roman _ producer 
| who speaks no English, completed 
' the first Italian film ever made in 
this country. Picture, _ titled 
“Trailer,” was made on a cross- 


| Constance Dowling was the only 
| American-born player in the 
|troupe, the rest consisting of 
| Italian thesps Raciti rounded up 
|in N. Y. Picture was made in 
Italian and English and directed 
Cesare Girosi. It shows the 
'changes in a young Italian immi- 
|grant as he picks up American 
' thoughts and ideals. 


SDG Asks Members 
For Non-Commie Pledge 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

' Board of Directors of Screen 
Directors Guild, at a meeting 
chaired by veepee Albert S. Rogell, 
passed a resolution calling for non- 
communist affidavit as a part of all 

_membership applications. All 

|members are being notified and 

| it’s expected most will file non- 

/communist affidavits to follow lead 

of the board and council directo- 
rates, who signed previously. 

| Rogell spoke for SDG in absence 
of prexy Joseph Mankiewicz. 

| Meanwhile, Walter Wanger ac- 

| cepted chairmanship of Los An- 

_geles area drive for “Crusade for 
Freedom,” organized to fight com- 
' munism. 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, August 23, 1950 





Mister 880 


20th-Fox release of Julian Blaustein 
production. Stars Burt Langaster, Dor- 
othy McGuire, Edmund Gwenn; features 
Millard Mitchell, Minor Watson, Howard 
St. John, Hugh Sanders, James Millican. 
Directed by Edmund Goulding. Screen- 
play, Robert Riskin, based on New Yorker 
story by St. Clair McKelway: score, Sol 
Kaplan; camera, Joseph La Shelle: editor, 
Robert Fritsch; music, Lionel Newman; 





Miniature Reviews 


“Mister 880" (20th). Lan- 
easter - McGuire - Gwenn in 
smash entertainment and b.o. 

“Walk Softly, Stranger” 
(RKO). Adult melodrama with 
good romantic twist. 

(Color- 


. view = Blue Heaven” 

special effects, Fred Sersen. Previewed My 
at anton of “tg ye Aug. 16, musical) (20th).. Betty Grable- 
50. unning time, : j r oj re 
Steve Bue aes oad wan Burt Lancaster ayn cg — and dance to 
Ann Winslow...........Dorothy MeGuire surefire D.o. re urns. | 
See teewess sue) <s eamune eckell “The Petty Girl’ (Songs- 
ac... sce eeeereees Millard Mite ‘ ri poe ns 
in. ses Minor Watson | Color ) (Col). . Fairly fer mgee 
2! Sra Howard St. John farce with tunes, tied in wi 
| a eee ea jiiush Sanders | Petty glamour girl creations. 
Olie ae ee SPP errr ee s } Ys ‘= 9 r 
Dutt. FIA La AS 088 Howland Chambertain Be ail Mig A gl we ee 
i céseeedon oeaee ee ° arry ea | i re < avaric s 
Secretary .. .eeeeee- Kathleen Hughes é Ni a dulcis pay tear 
Miss Gallagher........ Geraldine Wall} Woman, Mildly entertaining; 


VU. S. Attorney Mervin Williams | 


DE vais Cdeghawend Norman Field | 
Maggie ; Ilelen Hatch 
Sergeant... .....6..% Robert B. Williams | 
RONEN. «0s 65 e Hones ence ; Ed Max 
Mr. Beddington... Frank Wilcox 
Carlos George Adrian | 


St. Clair McKelway’s New Yorker | 
mag stories, about the counter-| 
feiter of $1 bills who eluded the| 
Secret Service for 10 years, has} 
been given an absorbing screen | 
treatment in “Mister 880.” Here | 
is a film of gentle humor, pathos | 
—and entertainment. It has excel- | 
lent narrative values, fine cast and | 
»-oduction, plus superb direction. | 
t can't miss at the boxoffice. 

Above all. “Mister 880° has Ed- 
mund Gwenn in the title role. It’s 
hardly conceivable. that anyone 
e'se could have played the part of 
the gentle, little, indigent ex-sea- 
man who crudely prints his dollar 
bills only when he needs funds for 
bare necessities. It is a great per- 
formance by its underplaying. 

Screenwriter Robert Riskin 
hasn't done a literal adaptation of 
the original articles, which were 
based on a real-life character, but 
there is enough of the basic frame- 
work here to give the picture its 
authenticity. There have _ been 
characters added to the story, 
along with the usual situations that 
screen license can permit under the 
circumstances, and the’ whole 
evolves into one of the fine enter- 
tainments of the year. 

The pic basically concerns the 
frantic search by the Secret Ser- 
vice for their unknown adversary. 
The humor stems from the manner 
in which the defenseless old man 
can elude them, though all the 
while the Service is able to crack 
skilled counterfeiting rings. The 
counterfeiting of the aged Gwenn 
is so preposterously crude as to 
make the Government bureau seem 
ridiculous. But a newcomer (‘Burt 
Lancaster) to the case, who be- 
comes romantically involved with 
the counterfeiter’s neighbor (Dor- 
othy McGuire), finally cracks the 
casé, only to make all parties con- 
cerned with the capture sorry for 
the law-breaker. And because of | 
his kindly, non-criminal tenden- | 
cies, the ex-skipper winds up with | 
a minimum jail term when the| 
prosecution—and the judge—take | 
steps, in a very touching scene, to 
ease the sentence. 

Lancaster, as the Secret Service 
agent who — ultimately snares 
Gwenn. gives a forthright perform- 
ance, while Miss McGuire lends an 
able assist. Millard Mitchell, as 


another SS man, and Minor Wat-' 


son, the judge, are among others 
of the large, able cast who give 
outstanding characterizations. 
Direction by Edmund Goulding 
has captured all the human ele- 
ments so vital to a story of this 
type, and there are special evi- 
dences of his craft. The admission 
of the elderly counterfeiter of his 
guilt is a scene of great poignancy; 
the courtroom scene is another. 
The buildup of the chase, as the 
old man narrowly escapes the drag- 
net, heightens the suspense con- 
siderably, though one seems hardly 
disposed—namely the audience— 


to aid in the ultimate capture. And | 
for good reason. Never has there! 


been so enchanting, so benevolent 
a fraud. Kahn. 





Walk Sefitly. Stranger 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
_RKO release of Robert Sparks produc- 
tion. Stars Joseph Cotten, Valli; features 
Spring Byington, Paul Stewart, Jack Parr, 
Frank Puglia. Directed by Robert Stev- 
enson. Screenplay, Frank Fenton; based 
on story by Manny Seff and Paul Yawitz; 
camera, Harry J. Wild: editor, Frederic 
Knudtson; music, Frederick Hollander. 


Tradeshown Aug. 22, °50. Running time, 
81 MINS. 


ho ee Joseph Cotten 


Elaine Corelli .......... ; Valli 
Mrs. Brentman. . Spring Byington 
WOME. oc ¥ Cnrteiaae Paul Stewart 
Ray WOONEN - Luvin coveees ssid Jack Parr 
See ce” ae ; Jeft Donnell 
er . John Melntire 
Bowen . ye .. Howard Petrie 
A. J. Corelli.. Frank Puglia 
Thompson . Esther Dale 
Mabel.... Marlo Dwyer 
Boy... Robert Ellis 





“Walk Softly” tells a melodra- 
Matic story with enough offbeat 


angles to keep it interesting. Gen-| 


eral appeal is okay for regular dual 
release situations, the market in 
which it will make best showing. 
Script and direction are delib- 
erately studied, giving sense of 
building tension to story of a gam- 
bler who craftily starts to bvild a 
mew life for himself but falls in 
love. The deliberate pace keeps 


‘ 


spotty b.o. 

“Outrage” (RKO). Exploita- 
tion feature based on rape of 
young girl and after-effects. 
Salable with right ballvhoo. 

“When You’re Smiling” 
(Musical) (Col). Weak tune- 
ster depending upon jukebox 
names for exploitation values. 

“Shakedown” (U). Fair melo- 
drama of a heel’s rise and fall 


against a newspaper photog 
background. 

“Seven Days to Moon” 
(British) ‘BL). Meller should 
make it big grosser both in 


Britain and U. S. 
“The Difficult Years’ (Ital- 


ian). Strong art house entry 
depicting the fall of Italian 
fascism. 








plot aims obscured but there are 
no loose ends when the finale 
comes. 

Joseph Cotten is the gambler 
who sets himself up in a small 
town, intent on wooing a crippled 
rich girl. His plans take a serious 
turn when he finds he really loves 
Valli, but the suspense gets tight 
when a past mistake ‘robbery of 
a bigshot gambler) comes back to 
upset a scheme that is by now leg- 
itimate. Plot comes to a head when 
Cotton, being taken for ride, 
causes a thrilling auto accident and 
prepares to pay his debt to society 
so he can return to Miss Valli. 

Cotten is excellent and his vis-a- 
vis dces a sound, appealing chore 
as the cripple, neither stepping out 
of character and keeping the story- 
telling attention-holding. Both 
carry out the directorial intentions 
of Robert Stevenson. Production 
has topnotch smallitown values that 
help, and casting assures good 
types. Among performances rating 
credit are Spring Byington, as the 
kindly landlady; Paul Stewart as 
a petty crook; John McIntire, fac- 
tory foreman; Esther Dale, caustic 
housekeeper. Low-key lensing, mu- 
sie score fnd editing carry out the 
story mood. Brog. 


My Blue Heaven 
(MUSICAL—COLOR) 


20th-Fox release of Sol C. Siegel pro- 
duction. Stars Betty Grable, Dan Dailey: 
features David Wayne, Jane Wyatt, Mitzi 
Gaynor, Una Merkel, Louise Beavers, 
Laura Pierpont. Directed by Henry Kos- 
ter. Screenplay, Lamarr  Trotti and 
Claude Binyon, based on story by S. K. 
Lauren; camera (Technicolor), Arthur E. 
Arling. Title song by Walter Donaldson 
and George Whiting; other songs, Harold 


Arlen-Ralph Blane; music, Alfred New- 
man; editor, James B. Clark. Previewed 
New York, Aug. 17, '50. Running time, 


oO eS eee ee ee Betty Grable 
Tn. <.. nao @eeogins 4:6 5 Dan Dailey 
Walter Pringle...... eeeee+. David Wayne 
Janet Pringle........ webs Jane Wyatt 
Gloria Adams............... Mitzi Gaynor 
PE SO vcssrtiancive Una Merkel 
Selma ee ee Louise Beavers 
Mrs. Johnson.,,.... rover Laura Pierpont 
Wee ROME. . tei secrs. - Don Hicks 
NY. Wi ocd dbs Bit0 ews Beulah Parkineton 
ee eae . Ann Burr 
Pringle Girls........ Melinda Plowman, 


Vicki Lee Blunt 

Gary Pagett, Bill 
McKenzie, Bobby Stevens 
Specialty Dancers Irving Fulton. 
Buddy Prior 
Billy Daniel 


Pringle Boys . 


Dance Director... 





Here’s a picture that’s going to 
set thousands of people to buying 
television sets. That's fiot said dis- 
paragingly. Just the opposite. The 
i tele shows that Betty Grable and 
Dan Dailey do in the film as a Mr.- 
and-Mrs.-TV song-and-dance team 
are so entertaining they're bound 
to set a lot of yokels to wondering 


why they're not catching this kind 


of thing at home for free. 

_It’s also, of course, going to send 
a flock of vet tele dial-twiddlers to 
trying to locate that channel that 
offers those pretty Technicolor 
shows. It’s a hint of the future— 
and a taste of the inevitable. It 
was a sure thing that producers 
of musicals, hard to put as they are 
for new twists on which to hang 
their terp-and-warble, wouldn't 
long miss the opportunity that TV 
offers for formating a backstage 
tuner. 


The scheme works out nigh on to 
perfectiy in “My Blue Heaven.” 
The tele theatre stage and the face 
of the video tube provide the locale 
for some highly-entertaining go- 
ings-on by Miss Grable and Dailey. 
They're unfortunately mvolved 
with an overly-sticky plot, but it 
doesn't get in the way enough to 
keep this from being anything but 


VARIETY 


a top money-grabber among the 
| long series of 20th’s ultra-commer- 
cial color musicals. 


j 

If the film’s tele shows seem a 
| bit on the spectacular side to vet 
| video viewers accustomed to sparse 
‘backgrounds and chorus lines of 
| four gals, chalk it off to Holiywood 
| license. It’s at least a lot more on 
ithe natural side than those full or- 
| chestras that come out of nowhere 
‘and these Broadway theatre sets 
that wouldn't fit on two stages the 
size of Radio City Music Halls. 


Scripters Lamarr Trotti and 


, Claude Binyon have taken the Wal- | 


iter Donaldson-George Whiting 
| standard as a title tune and have 
woven a story that is surprisingly 


apt in following it through—al- 
though the book’s occasional 


mawkishness and telegraphed con- 
trivances score against it. To the 
moniker number, Harold Arlen and 


Ralph Blane have added eight 
other tunes, including a _ good 
torcher (“Live Hard, Work Hard, 
Love Hard”), a nice ballad (“The 


Islands”) and some neat 
novelties (‘It’s Deductible,” ‘Hal- 
lowe’en” and “Don't Rock the 
| Boat, Dear’’). 

Yarn has the two stars just mov- 
ing over from their niche on radio 
‘to TV. They’re anxious for a baby 
and are returning from a party 
celebrating Miss Grable’s preg- 
nancy (a subject treated with nice, 
frank aplomb) when an auto acci- 
dent causes her to lose the child 
and allegedly be incapable of bear- 
ing anotber. 

Moved by the happy Pringle 
family (David Wayne-Jane Wyatt), 
they try to adopt a baby. This 
gives the scripters an opportunity 
to get into considerable detail on 
both the legal and illegal sides of 
the adoption business—which of- 
fers plenty of picture material in 
itself. After a number of disap- 
pointments undoubtedly aimed at 
touching the audience, the couple 
find themselves with two adopted 
kids simultaneously. At the same 
time, of course, they discover Miss 
Grable is enciente again, despite 
the medicos. 

While Miss Grable and Dailey 
offer their capable standard brands 
of song-and-dance, the real eye- 
catcher of the pic is a lush, brunet 
youngster making her initial screen 
appearance. She’s Mitzi Gaynor. 
In addition to a pert and saucy face 
and the kind of figure boys don’t 
forget, she’s long on terping and 
vocalizing. Best bits in the film are 
her takeoffs of TV cosmetic com- 
mercials. 


Friendly 





Wayne also scores with some 
novelty tunes and some novelty 
lines. Latter includes his crack fol- 


an explanation of how 
many kids he and his wife have: 
“It’s gotten so now that I’m even 
afraid to shake hands with her.” 
Technicolor camera work and 
production in general are up to 
20th’s lavish standard. Henry Kos- 
ter has directed to equalize empha- 
sis between the plethora of musical 
numbers and the involved story. 
_Pace is held at a moderate trot 
over the 96-minute run. Herb. 


lowing 


The Petty Girl 
(SONGS—COLOR) 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 


Columbia release of Nat Perrin produc- 
tion. Stars Robert Cummings, Joan Caul- 
field; features Elsa Lanchester, 
Cooper, Audrey Leng, Mary 
Frank Orth, John Ridgeley. Directed by 
Henry Levin. Screenplay, Nat Perrin; 
based on story by Mary McCarthy; cam- 
era (Technicolor), William Snyder; editor, 


Melville | 
Wickes, | 





| 
\ 
| 


it so well that footage could use 
more of her. 

The Robert Sparks production 
furnishes an okay physical appear- 
ance, but footage is marred by 
_abrupt cuts, jumping too often 
from one scene to the next without 


Madeleine 


“Madeleine” (Rank), which 
is being tradeshown in N. Y., 
Friday (25), was reviewed in 
Variety from London, Feb. 
22, 1950. Dealing with the 
Madeleine Smith murder trial, 





pic, according to reviewer —— time lapses. Lensing 
Myro, is “worth wide showing : rog. 
through America.” Review 

stated that film “has all the Outrage 

essentials for dramatic enter- Hollywood, Aug. 2). 
tainment, an illicit love affair, ne velegse at Coliter wn oung (Fil- 
a mysterious death and a | Tod Andrews; features. Robert ‘Ciagis' 


stranger - than - fiction murder 
trial.” However, it was also 
noted, “the story and its out- 
come are well-known and thus 


Raymond Bond, Lilian Hamilton, Rita Lu. 
pino, Hal March, Kenneth Patterson, Jer;y 
| Paris, Angela Clarke. Roy Engel. Directed 

by Ida Lupino. Written by Collier Youny 
Malvin Wald, Ida Lupino; camera, Archie 














pha IES ‘ee : eae aed Stout; editor, Harvey Manger. Trad 
of suspeme’ Dera, Least |e oe oO Mae te 
direction was tabbed as being {hy chenglahdatad dadeddery ae Powers 
“concise and straightforward.” | jim Owens........... Robert Clathe 
Film, which stars Ann Todd, a ee se ceeccccecers Sarena Bond 
n epaiens <5 r ss ms | Mrs. BILOM.. ccc ccccecee ilian Hamilton 
Norman Wooland and | ve [a Ca..,....... Rita Lupino 
Desny, is being released in the Sgt. Hendrix.......... Hal March 
iY. =. by Universal. fe eee Kenneth Patterson 
____ | Frank Marini............ ‘ Jerry Paris 

ie Oa at 0 ah ob eikmals Angela Clarke 

. Sheri ANION. .ccccceces Roy E | 

Audrey Long, a gal who likes to de- Mrs. Miller .............. Lovyss Bradley 

velop budding talent. , i Shoeshine Boy........... Robin Can 
a g talent. Hes fitting | tee Wiking” 2.02.2... William Chaltee 
himself to such a role, forsaking | judge MeKenzie.. cere Tristram Coffin 
the glamour art at which he is best. | Mr. Denker.............. Jerry Hausner 
He picks up Miss Caulfield, vaca- gg a rhe eeeeees . oe Marcus 
tioning prot from a staid college. | Scarface...) 22 1.222.2.° Albert Mellng 
His interest is strong enough for | Prosecuting Attorney...... John Morgan 
him to follow her back to school | Andrew ---.......+-.e00- Veet Perrin 
after they have been arrested in a| Marge........1..1..11.1 Beatrice Warde 

police raid on a Bohemian nitery. | 

Amatory chase keeps up, though| A highly exploitable theme, 


not strongly motivated, causing the 
femme finally to be dropped by the 
college. Determined to land Cum- in its market. An_ independent 
mings now, she hies to New York, | production by Filmakers, Inec., for 
finds Miss Long has made her posi- RKO release, it gives the company 
tion more secure. Switch in the | an okay entry that will get over in 
chase finds Miss Caulfield staging both special hypoed dates and as 
a burlesque show at a private party a dualer for the general situation, 
to convince Cummings that his art Rape and its effect on the victim 
form is leggy, not pastoral. and her loved ones set up the 
Steering the players through the’ melodramatic plot. However, han- 
heavily-larded hokum is Henry dling of the theme is more inter- 
Levin. By a fast pace and expertly ested in thé events that transpire 
punched physical bits, he keeps the afterwards, and tells them with a 
melange generally amusing and touch that fits the film for more 
reasonably easy to take. Two stars | general playdates than the motiva- 
prove okay in their light assign-, tion would indicate. 
ments and there are good comedy Mala Powers impresses as the 
assists from Elsa Lanchester, Mel- victim. She is a young girl, en- 
ville Cooper, Mary Wickes and gaged to a cleancut young man. 
others. After working late one night, she 
Production dress supplied by ‘8 seized and violated while going 
Perrin’s supervision has an evye- home. The whispering and know- 
pleasing glitter that attracts, par- ,i9& looks that come later from the 
ticularly as color-tensed by Wil-, Smalltown folks force her to run 


lending itself to thorough ballyhoo, 
gives “Outrage” excellent chances 


liam Snyder. Eugene Loring did ®WaY. Her travels are halted in 
a good job of staging the musical 4, Small California community 


when she comes under the wing of 
{an‘understanding preacher and his 
fruit-rancher friends. A new faith 
and belief in people is born and 
she is again ready to return to her 
family and fiance. 

Ida Lupino directed from a script 


numbers, Brog. 





Born to Be Bad 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 


RKO release of Robert Sparks produc- 


tion. Stars Joan Fontaine, Robert Ryan, ° ° ‘ . > 
Zachary Scott; features Joan Leslie, Mel , Written by her with Collier Young 
Ferrer, Harold Vermilyea. Directed by | and Malvin Wald. co-producers on 


Nicholas Ray. Screenplay, Edith Sommer: 
adaptation, Charles Schnee: added dialog, 
Robert Soderberg, George Oppenheimer; 
— novel, Me ee tage Oe by Anne Par- 
rish; camera, Nicholas Musuraca; editor, y han rare i . : 

Frederic Knudtson. Tradeshown Aug. 17, when Miss Powers is beginning to 
50. Running time. 93 MINS. | find herself, the pace is deliberate, 


Christabel laanecuvarsceeeee Joan Fontaine almost idyllic, as it does into faith 


the picture. Her handling of the 
earlier sequences packs a _ hefty 


punch. In the latter sequences, 


SE Sabah < Fak eesins 6 huss ' FY . ; H 
gerne ee zachare Sate and philosophy as practiced by the 
Donna eke Sree Joan Leslie | Minister, Tod Andrews. Some audi- 
_ | Re etree ... Mel Ferrer ences may be diss i hat he 
Bo Be eae eae Harold Vermilvea y b appointed that 


| Aunt Clara 


. strong performance. 


Al Clark: songs, Harold Arlen, John 
Mercer. Previewed Aug. 17, 50. Running 
time. 86 MINS. 

George Petty. ........ Robert Cummings 
Victoria Braymore....... Joan Caulfield 
Oe eae ee Elsa Lanchester 
I . . so: ndseentnes Melville Cooper 
Connie ig aheeen et Audrey Long 
Professor Whitman........ Mary Wickes 
Rr rere rere Frank Orth 
io, eee ° John Ridgely , 
B. J. Manton -+ee,.- Raymond Largay 
President Webb......... Ian Wolfe 
See oo .. Frank Jenks 
DE 3b <a ses Odseb ese e425 Tim Ryan 
ae eee Mabel Paige 
Professor Langton..... Kathleen Howard 
Professor Morrison...... Sarah Edwards 
Professor Ilaughton....... Everett Glass 
Professor Stratton........ Douglas Wood 
Professor Ramsey...... Edward Clark 


Senor Chamleon....... Philip Van Zandt 

Pretty girls, color and a lot of 
story nonsense add up to a fairly 
entertaining farce. Satisfactory re- 
turns should be recorded in gen- 
eral release as the title and exploi- 
tation values are good. 

“The Petty Girl” offers four 
songs, two of which back up dance 
numbers, plus an hilariously staged 
takeoff on vaude‘s standard quick- 
change routine. Title tune, used as 
the finale in a calendar girl setup, 
and “‘Calypso Song,” with a song- 
and-dance staging, have plenty of 
eye appeal. Other two Harold Ar-' 
len-John Mercer tunes, “Fancy 
Free” and “Ah Loves Ya,” come 
over mildly. 

Nat Perrin produced and script- 
ed, basing the screenplay on a story 
by Mary MeCarthy. Plot coneerns 
George Petty, artist. as played by 
Robert Cummings, and Joan Caul- 
field, prim college professor, and 
the complicated romance that re-' 
sults when they meet. Dialog is 
not particularly bright, but the 
situations are broad and get across 
for chuckles. 

Cummings has turned longhair 
artist at the behest ef his sponsor. 


Virginia Farme, aid not wind up with Miss Powers, 


Mrs. Bolton.........., Kathleen Howard in his renunciation is in 
(RAR ver Dick Ryan keeping with story idea 
Mrs. Worthington......... Bess Flowers | nal s 
So: eae } og Hallward | Trouping is generally excellent, 


Committee Woman 
Jewelry Salesman 
Lawyer 


Hazel Boyne | With a natural touch plus fresh 
_itvine Bacon types that get over. Andrews is 
rorgon Ne® good. So is Robert Clarke, the 
Exploitation possibilities of title ama! Raymond Bond and oe 
bia gy a ,;Hamilton, the parents; Kenneth 
and story content indicate “Born to | Patt i | 
Rs Mad’ hes 2 che kay busi. | -atterson and Angela Clarke. tlie 
~~ Ss a chance at okay busi-| ranchers, and the numerous other 
ness In some situations. However, | types that make up the cast. 
its overall outlook, based on enter-| or made on a tight budget, 
tainment value, is very spotty. | the production manages verv good 
At first glance Joan Fontaine | values. Major assists to achieve 
wouldmppear to have a natural set-. this include Archie Stout’s camera 
up for an acting tour de force in the | Work and the intelligent use of real 
character of an unscrupulous’! locations, Brog. 
femme out to win security for her- | 
self at any cost. It doesn’t come out 
that way, though, despite the star’s (MUSICAL) 
The charac- : gy eae " 
ter is too obvious, as is most of the | uns Veoucos Lele *Albright, Serome 
script’s motivation, | Courtland, Jerome Cowan, Margo Woode, 


3 Q Pea , Collette Lyons, Robert Shayne, Don Otis, 
Script has quite a bit’ of adult.! Bob Crosby, Mills Bros., Modernaires, Kay 








When You're Smiling 


Ss - isti j ¢ | Starr, Billy Daniels. Directed by Joseph 
P: eudo sophisticated dialog and | Santley. Screenplay, Karen DeWolfe, John 
situations. There’s considerable! R. Roberts; camera, Vincent Farrat: edi- 


emphasis on amatory involvements | tor. Edwin Bryant; music. Morris Stoloff. 


and a disregard for conventions, | time. 75 MINS. eee 
which means its strictly for the Gerald Durham....... Jerome Courtland 
adult trade. Nicholas Ray’s direc- | Frankie Laine............. erate Albright 
= a8 . wl ee ).l KA. eee JOola Albrig 
tion, the Edith Sommer screenplay, | Herbert Reynolds.........Jerome Cowan 
nor the playing point it for the | Linda Reynolds ieee yee aes Margo Woode 
more general j an Doran...... errr irs Collette Lyons 
rs ee l audience. p RT EN ss ncween b0:0,090% Robert Shayne 
: Bad” ‘(nee “Bed of Roses’) has ; Don ON 86066000 ekbeennetonns Don es | 
Miss F an Gite : | Steve..... Sotebees bi ceogedion Ray Tea 
os s Fontaine craftily breaking UP tDave....... ce abectldite cc: ie ‘tiled 
ne engagement of Joan Leslie to} Margie................. Donna Hamilton 
Zachary Scott, rich socialite, and | Foster -......+..+. errer Edward | Baris 
: : hi . - OWElEP. nec ccccccccsccecs ‘rank Neilso 
landing him while carrying on es: ievie Morrow 


affair with Robert Ryan, an author. | And Bob Crosby. Mills Bros., Modernaire® 
When the marriage to Scott begins Kay Starr, Billy Daniels 
to pall, Miss Fontaine tries to make F : : 
a “backstreet” man out of Ryan,| A Series of three-minute musical 
but he won't play. She is tossed Sequences artlessly tied together 
out by Scott when he discovers COMprises the bulk of the Colum- 
what’s underneath the sweet, inno-| bia musical, “When You're Smil- 
cent front she maintains, but that ing.” While the picture is actually 
is just about the extent of any|for the south end of a dualer. !t 
retribution, as finale shows her |Carries a lot of exploitation eight 
continuing her winsome way, win-| With names such as Frankie Laine, 
ning men and money. . ‘Bob Crosby, Modernaires, Mills 
Characters played by Ryan and Bros., Billy Daniels and Kay Sta! 
Mel Ferrer, latter an artist who ob- |tO lure the jukebox trade. : 
serves the byplay of life around|.. However, films such as eerne 
him, have a Bohemian flavor that | You're Smiling” have a degree © 
doesnt make for reality but does longevity beyond its run as a [et 
fit the plotting. Miss Leslie has|ture. Picture is so constructe 


the substantial character and does (Continued on page 20) 











as 








_ Wednesday, August 23, 1950 VARIETY : 


























































po 
East Lynne == 1916 = 
E ; al 
Over the Hill ss 1971 4 
= 
The tron Horse = 1925 
= a A 
’ = . 7 
Seventh Heaven Ha 1927 § 
= 
= © 
s 
The Cockeved World FE 1929 ™ 
ace a: ’ 
73 = : 
tombe Lightnin ae . 
— == 1930 
lton = ; 
Pino Cavalcade Fim 1933 
Sosy a= BOOS %., AY 7 | . - + 
= on: | CAN MEASURE 
nee The Little Colonel Fiat Qt 
dley wl ss 
amp = 
illee = Pie. > of > } “fg ‘ “ , _ 
ie Ls Aiserabtes CRORE YOUR OWN LIFETIME 
- = * 
Hen = © 
gan vw Alexander's Ragtime F& Y Y Y +e 
= ae = - : WITH MOTION PICTURES... 
arae = 
£7 tJ 
me, ‘ : - 
100, The Grapes of Wrath = 1940 5 | 
Ices _ eee } 
YT t Ss. J ° ° . a 
ior the Crea tae =. A) | Among your most intimate memories you'll 
any r $ is > | . j > ° 
r in My Valley 2 find your first movie. 
as ‘es j 
10n, | 
2 
‘tim . = . owe ° . 
aa The Ox-Bow Incident = And from that initial moment, the motion picture 
lan- - P ° ° 
ter- ; = was to be a medium for your pleasure, a mirror of your times... 
pire aura eS . ‘ ‘ 
ha is: a refuge from your tensions, a lift to your highest dreams and 
ore 4 =: 
oem Song of Bernadette Fe | faith —a gauge of your changing tastes and maturing. 
the |= 
en- iz. 
nan, Margie Fe For what has touched the heart of people like the motion picture? 
ping = 
a. Gentleman's Agreement : “ . : Ps : 
the s Agreement Fe D Even more than the magic of its most advanced science and 
run lon a] 
1 in ‘= > r 7 i ; x t — 
nity The Snake Pit FERRO | technology, even more than the genius of its rarest talents 
) — + © . 
bie = 5 | the motion picture has projected thoughts and images. 
faith 7 D | 
_ Come to the Stable RS 1949 A | 
” — D | Ii has taken the brave ideas of a dynamic America 
ung Pinky Peg bes 5 | and portrayed them on the screen of the world 
5 on = 
: 4 . | a . = . . 
the z= —i1n strength, in growth, in action, 
oo 12 O'clock High Fe 1950 ~ | 
’ = { 
g to E+ D | H ° 
ate, ' | ow many of the films listed 
sith Cheaper by the Dozen Pia SAUD | y ) 
the == 4 on this page have you 
udi- a= . J | 
Boon Broken Arrow = 1950 been able to forget? 
in = : 
lent, The Gunfighter F3 1950 They all came from 20th Century-Fox. 
resh = ° 
s is i> 
Ba Panic in the Streets = 1950 
a = 
neth = 
the 
ther ° ° ° 
cs, or ccercccceseesooes Py, | ‘Ahia comes an Adult motion picture, which challenges 
get, 
id 1 oid oye . ° 
ose -_« i your ability to experience the emotions of others. 
ant _ AND WATCH FOR [am 
real THESE FORTHCOMING = = 
9 20th CENTURY-FOX FES * " 
ATTRACTIONS: [= ‘ 
Fy = 
= 2 
sae The Black Rose Pe * 
— TECHNICOLOR FF ‘= ‘ * 
7 Kay = s 
sep = a) : 
—- Vy Blue Heaven DE a 
oloff. TECHNICOLOR f= H 
pning = 
4 ] 
tland } : 
ight M ister S80 = * = Vi! 
ewan ° — 2 it i 
“oode Tod a " >» 
.vons a ad bt 
ares All_A bout Eve He * Lt 
Teal Ef J ft 
Llovd a 8 ie 
rilton 2 5 . = 3 
Earle Two Flags West Fs *® & I 
-- noe 2 * b : 
aires, = a 
The Jackpot Fe * | Hae 
sical Ss ts. 
aie He E Darryl F. Zanuck presents RICHARD WIDMARK » LINDA DARNELL | 
jor American Guerrilla = H STEPHEN McNALLY in NO WAY OUT with Sidney Poitier 4% 
an in the Philippines Fig x . Mildred Joenne Smith » Harry Believer » Stanley Ridges + Dots Johnson ip 
r. it TECHNICOLOR [i= : Produced by DARRYL F. ZANUCK Directed by JOSEPH L. MANKIEWICZ i 
sight = . Written by Joseph L, Mankiewicz and Lesser Samuelg 
aine, MR. BELVEDERE RETURNS IN s= >. ¢ HK He 
Mills For Heaven's Sake F . 
starr = 0) ti 
a2 The Mudlark FooSa LAH Century Fos mn 
fea- : a Be 
ited mil iy 


nena 





10 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 23, 1950 





B’way Strong; Berle Ups ‘Stella 
To Wow 1086, ‘Treasure’ 366, ‘Way’ | 
38G, ‘Petty’-Krupa 556, ‘Furies 616 


With cool weather prevailing | 
much of the current session and six 
new bills being launched, Broad- | 
way film business shapes up great 
this week. The few sluggish spots 
have pix that have failed to im-| 
press in previous playdates over 
the country. The whole N. Y. first- 
run picture bears unmistakable 
signs of a general upbeat with va- 
ried enough shows to draw from 
_ all sectors of the city. Saturday’s 
(19) heavy rain cut into matinee 
business but fresh downpours Sun- 
day came too early to hurt. 

Pacing the newcomers is “Stella,” 
with Milton Berle’s TV revue on- 
stage the obvious big magnet at the 
Roxy. This combo is heading for 
terrific $108,000, best at house in 
months, after biggest non-holiday 
weekend (Friday through Sunday) 
in more than a year. 

Ace straight-filmers are “Treas- | 
ure Island” at Mayfair and “No! 
Way Out” at the Rivoli. Disney’s 
“Treasure Island” hit rousing $36,- | 
000 in first week, while “Way” got 
$38,000, comparatively as big, at 
the larger Rivoli. This is biggest 
figure for latter house in many, 
weeks. 

Capitol, too, is getting out of dol- | 
drums with “Petty Girl’ and stage 
bill headed by Gene Krupa band, 
Jack E. Leonard and _ Connie 
Haines. Combo is heading for $55,- 
000 or better, solid for summer sea- | 
son. “The Furies” with Mills Bros., 
Al Bernie, Bobby Bryne band, Ed- 
die Fisher onstage, is just fair at} 
$61,000 in first Paramount week. 
“The Torch” is slowest of new-| 
comers with less than $13,000 likely | 
at the Globe. 

Still boxoffice champ is “Sunset 
Boulevard,” with stageshow, at the | 
Music Hall. Second stanza is run-| 
ning neck-and-neck with first, with 
photo finish likely to show $165,000 
for current frame. Gloria Swan-| 
son starrer had been’ running 
ahead of first week on some days, | 
actually taking in more last 
Thursday (17) than the opening 
Thursday. 

“Three Little Words” held nicely 
in second week with $30,000 at the 
State. Odd feature of current up- 
swing is that the Palace is lagging 
currently with “Beauty on Parade” 
plus vaude. It will be only mild 
$17,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—“Edge of Doom” (RKO) (3d wk). | 
Still slipping with only about) 
$13,000 this round after okay $16.- 
000 last year. Stays but not long 
at current gait. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20 
$2.40\—“Red Shoes” (EL) (96th | 
wk). Continues amazing run with) 
nearly $5,000 in prospect after. 
$5.200 last week. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4.820; 55-$1.50) 
—"‘Petty Girl” (Col) plus Gene, 
Krupa orch, Jack E. Leonard, 
Connie Haines topping stageshow. 
Heading for trim $55,000 or close, 
one of brightest ovening weeks) 
here in sometime. Holds. natch! | 
Ballyhoo including Petty Girl con- | 
test as well as personals ovening | 
day by four girls from pic and) 





Janis Carter, Columbia star, | 
helped. In ahead, “Lady Without | 
Passport” (M-G). with stave bill! 


headed by Pear! Bailev. $23,000. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘“Abbott-Costello in Foreign Le- 
gion” (U) (2d-final wk). Holding 
well at $10,000 after fairish $14.- 
000 opener. “Desert Hawk” (U) 
opens next Saturday (26). 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500: 50-$1.20) 
—‘The Torch” (EL). Not getting 
far with less than $13.000 in sight | 
birt holding one week. Tn ahead. | 





“Day At Races” (M-G) (reissues) | 
(6th wk), okay $8,500 to round out | 
surprisingly big long 
oldies. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1736: 50- 
$1 20\—“Treasure Island” (RKO) 
(2d wk). 
dav (21) night was rousing $36.000. 
and looks in for run. In ahead, 


satisfactory $8.000 to wind up 
hirhly profitahle eneagement. 
Palace (RKO) (1.700: 55-81.20)— 
“Beauty on Prrade” (Col) 
vaude. , 
keeps house out of red. Last week, 
“Story of GJ. Tor” (ITA) (reissue) 


and vaude, $18.000. helow hopes, “Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d wk). 900. | 
g $30,000 in | oa: (M-G) (2d wk), good $9,- 


1 (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) —| 


Paramount (Par) (3.664: 55-81.50) 
—“The Furies” (Par) with Mills 
Bros., Al. Bernie. 
orch (2d-final wk). 
ed last night (Tues.). “Fancy, 
as the Par flagship’s Labor Day 
week picture. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—"All Quiet on Western Front” 
indie) (reissue) (5th wk). Fourth 


| (5th wk). 


Bobby Byrne! , 
Went to fair) “Colt .45” 


round ended last night (Tues.) 


| was $6,000 after fine $7,000 for 
third. 


“Madeleine” (U) to replace 
Aug. 31. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


fellers) (5.945: 80-$2.40)—‘“Sunset 
Boulevard” (Par) and stageshow 
(2d wk). Still going great guns at 


$165,000 over, and continues, 
naturally. First week hit $166,- 
000, as expected, new non-holiday 
week high. This topped previous 
record for such a week established 
June 23, 1948, by “Emperor Waltz,” 
another Par pic. It compared with 
$170,000, made by “On Town” 
(M-G) last Christmas week and all- 
time-record here of $176,000, made 
by same film last New Year’s week, 
both supported by annual Hall 
Xmas show. That record week 
was helped, too, by extra shows 
and upped scale New Year’s eve. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98) — 
“Murders in Rue Morgue” 
and “The Raven” (FC) (reissues); 
Doing very well for oldies at $6,- 
500. “Bedeviled Woman” (Indie) 
and “Miracle from Stratosphere” 
(Indie) (reissue) open 
(Thurs.). 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 
$1.80)—"“‘No Way Out” (20th) 
wk). First week ended last night 
(Tues.) soared to great $38,000, 
aided by favorable reviews. Got 
fast opening, then slumped, but 
since has been holding high daily 
figure..-consistently. - In ahead, 
“Underworld Story” (UA) (3d wk), 
dim $6,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75)— 
“Stella” (20th) plus Milton Berle 
heading stageshow that 
Sid Gary, Leonard Sues. 


or 


90- 


With 





(FC) | 


tomorrow | 


‘Sunset Giant = 


(2d | 





includes | 


stage, film, radio-TV rep, Berle is | 


pushing first week to terrific $108,- 


000, biggest thing here in months. | 
the | 


Standard draw of Berle all 
more apparent after brushoff given 
pic by crix. Booking is for two 
weeks. In ahead, “Panic in 
Streets” (20th) with Frances Lang- 
ford, iceshow topping stage bill (2d 
wk), okay $68,000. 


Ss I *s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— | 
nce ted $ (3d | “Colt 45” (WB). Swell $15,000. Last 


Initial holdover stanza ended | Week, “Panic in Streets” (20th) (2d 


“Three Little Words” (M-G) 
wk). 
last night (Tues.) was big $30,000 
after sock $38,000 opener. 


| tinues indef. 


Strand (WB) 
“Kiss Tomorrow 


(2,756; 
Goodbye” 


55-$2)— 


Bros. topping stageshow (3d wk). 
Down to $28,000 this round but 
satisfactory for third week in view 
of competition. Holds again. Sec- 
ond week was nice $36,000. 

Sutton (R&B) 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (12th wk). 
Still doing very well at $5,500, 


\which topped 11th session’s $5,400. 


Continues on until October, when 
“Trio” (Par) comes in. 
Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) 
74-$1.50)—“Kind Hearts, Coronets” 
(EL) (ith wk). 


$7,400 last week. Holds on. 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—“Our Very Own” (RKO) 
Fourth week ended. last 
night (Tues.) held at strong $16,000 
after big $20,000 last frame. Stays 


|on indef, 





Very Own’ Sock $15,000, 


Mont’l, ‘Colt’ Loud 116 


Montreal, Aug. 22. 


Con- | 


‘Arrow’ Sturdy $13,000, 
Prov.; ‘Forest’ NSH 126 


Providence, Aug. 22. 
Nothing to get excited about this 
week. Majestic’s “Broken Arrow” 
is doing about the best biz with 
sturdy session. Loew’s is mild with 
“Rogues of Sherwood Forest.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Back to Bataan” (RKO) and “First 
Yank Into Tokyo” (RKO) (reis- 
sues). Put in for three days before 
Wednesday opening of “Louisa” 
(U). Fair $4,000. Last week, ‘‘Win- 
chester” (U) and “Tabu” (Indie), 
held over for 4 extra days for fair 


$5,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Broken Arrow” (EL) and “Timber 
Fury” (EL). Sturdy $13,000. Last 
week, “In Foreign Legion” (U) and 
“Lonely Heart Bandits” (Rep), nifty 
$16,000. 


Cool Weather, New Pix Help Chi: 
Heaven -Vaude Lofty With $62,000, 


‘Young’ Hep 126; ‘Louisa’ 


Big 566, 2d 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playin; percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however. ‘as indicated, 





Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“All Quiet Western Front” 
(Indie) and “Bayonet Charge” (In- | 
die) ‘reissues). Opened Monday | 
(21). Last week, “Peggy” (U) and 
“Spy Hunt” (U), fairish $5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col). 
Lean $12,000. Last week, “‘Three 
Little Words” (M-G) (2d wk), neat 
$11,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—"‘Stella” (20th) and “Home in 
San Antone” (Par). Opened Mon- 
day (21). Last week, “The Furies” 
(Par), nice $10,000. 





include the U S. amusement 
tax. 


‘Louisa Bangup 


$19,000, St. Louis 


Aug. 22. 








St Louis, 


the weekend boosted boxoffice ac- 
tivity at the big first-runs, and 
nearly all new films are headed for 
strong biz. “Louisa” wound up its 





$18,000, Toronto 


Toronto,. Aug. 22. | 

Strong new product despite com- | 
petition of fine weather, is boosting | 
business here currently. “Sunset | 
Blvd.” is huge at two houses, and 
“Colt 45” at the Imperial looks 
bangup. “Annie Get Your Gun”) 
‘and “Our Very Own” are pacing | 
nicely in the holdover field. 


Estimates for This Week 


Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, | 
State (20th) (1,059; 955; 698; 694; 
33-57)—“Young Lovers” (EL) and 


“Golden Gloves Story” (EL). So-so | 


week at the Fox with a sock total. 
“Sunset Boulevard,” opening to- 
day, looks solid. “Broken Arrow” 
is reaching for bangup take at the 
St. Louis. 


heir second weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60)—‘‘Sunset 
Boulevard” (Par) and “Woman 
from Headquarters” (Rep). Opene 
today (Tues.) in fine style, hypoed 


on t 


| by swell bally. Last week, “Louisa” | Grand 
'(U) and “‘Beware of Blondie” (Col), 


sock $19,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3.172; 50-75)— 
“Lady Without Passport” (M-G) 
'and “No Sad Songs” (Col). Okay 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “Three 
Little Words” (M-G) (2d wk), big 
$16,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60)—"711 


Sharp drop in temperature over | 


Both “Treasure Island” | 
and “711 Ocean Drive” shape well | 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 
With strong new product and 
exceptionally cool weather over 
the weekend, downtown business 
here continues bright. Racking up 
first-day business unequaled so far 


this year, Oriental bill of “My 
Blue Heaven” with local fave A] 
Morgan headlining stage show, 


should pull lusty $62,000. Reissues 
| combo of “All Quiet on’ Western 
}Front” and “Bayonet Charge” at 
Grand is frisky $13,000. “‘So Young, 





So Bad” looms lush $12,000 at 
United Artists. 

Still snaring huge traffic igs 
“Louisa” at Chicago, with Billy 
|Eckstine topping onstage show, 
| Second round is socko $56,000. 
|Woods holdover of “711 Ocean 


Drive shows no signs of tiring 
\in fourth frame with brisk $17,000. 
| “Underworld Story” and “Mys- 
tery Street” appears perky $10,000 
at Roosevelt in second week, 
i\State - Lake holdover of “The 
Furies” looks firm $13,000 also in 


| second. Palace, with “Treasure 
Island,” continues fancy at $14. 
000 in third week after going 


great guns in first two sessions. 
Estimites for This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,000; 50-98) — 
|““Louisa” (U) plus Billy Eckstine, 
‘Martha Stewart and Blackburn 
/Twins heading stageshow (2d wk). 
Socko $56,000. Last week, terrifie 
$70,000. 

(RKO) (1,200; 50-98) 
\“*All Quiet Western Front” (Indie) 
| and “Bayonet Charge’ (U) (re- 
issues). Slick $13,000. Last week, 
“Sudan” (U) and “Arabian Nights” 
(U) (reissues), $10,000. 

| Oriental (Indie) (3,400: 50-98)— 
i““My Blue Heaven” (20th) and Al 
|Morgan topping stage bill. Smash 
| $62,000. Last week, “Three Little 


— 


$10,500. Last week, “Iroquois Trail” | Ocean Drive” (Col) and “Fortunes | Words”+(M-G) with Chico Marx, 
(UA) and “Lucky Losers” (Mono),| Capt. Blood” (Col) (2d wk). Fast| others, onstage, (2d wk.) $44,000. 


$14,000. 


Imperial (FP) (3,373; 37-59)— 


| wk), $9,000. 


Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 38-67)— 


'“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (4th wk). 
| Levelling off at good $8,000 after | $10,000. 


(WB) | 


pe . : " . . | 
with Toni Harper, Billy Vine, Lind /1,556; 38-67)—"Sunset Boulevard” 
| (Par). 


(453; | 


last week’s big $10,500. 


Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
Smash $18,000 or over. Last 


week, “Stella” (20th), $12,000. 


Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 48-$1.15)— | 
(Col) | 


“Rogues Sherwood Forest” 
| (2d wk). Nice $9,000 after last 


(561; 90-$1.50)\— | week's hefty $12,000. 


Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-67)—“Our 
| Very Own” (RKO) (2d wk). Fine 
' $10,000 after last week’s sock $11,- 
, 000. 

| Uptown (Loew) (2.743; 42-75)— 
“Johnny Eager” (M-G) (reissue). 
| Poor $5,000. Last week, “In For- 


Picking up over eign Legion” (U) (2d wk), $4,500. 
previous week to great $8,000 after 





| ‘Arrow’ Sparks Upbeat 
In Indpls. With $15,000 


Indianapolis, Aug. 22. 
Biz is firmer at first-run spots 
‘here this week, with grosses run- 
|'ning from moderate to very good. 
| State Legion convention may be 
‘helping some. “Broken Arrow” is 
| hitting the high mark with big 


Best bets here this week are Week at the Indiana. “Crisis” at 
“Our Very Own,” sock at Palace, Loew’s and “Pretty Baby” at Circle 


and “Colt .45., 


record establisl. d_ by 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C.T.) 


“Our Very Own” (RKO). 


$9,500. 


(2d wk), $10,000. 


| Princess (C.T.) (2.131; 34-60) — 
plus “Wagonmaster” (RKO). Okay $9.- | 
Mild $17.000. which barely 000. Last week, “Sidewalk Ends’ 


(20th) (2d wk), $7,000. 
| Smash $25,000 followin 
| first week 
Imperia 


week, “Rocketship” (Lip) 
$8,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60) 
“So Young, 
“Destination Murder’ (UA) (3d 


wk). Sturdy $6,000 after $7,000 last 


Capitol (C.T.) (2,412: 34-60) — 
“Destination Moon” (EL) (8th wk), “Woman on Pier 13” (RKO). Good | 
$12,000. Last week, “Caged” (WB) 


(2,625; 34-60) — 500. Last week 


, Socko with Du 
Initial frame ended Mon-. $15,000. Last week, “Stella” (20th), 


Loew's ‘C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) —/ prises His Wife” (M-G). Neat $10,- 


It. ‘WB) and “Hollywood | “Quiet On Western Front” 
$61,000 or near in first week end-, Varieties” (WB). Boff $11,000. Last and “Bayonet Charge” (Indie) (re- 
and | issues). 
Pants” (Par) set to open Aug. 30); “Everybody’s Dancing” (Lip), good Claw” 
| Show, fair $1,500 at 90c on mid- 
— ni 
So Bad” (UA) and |S 


| 
| 


" big at Imperial. | also are okay. 
“Mutiny on Bountv’ (M-G) and | After almost breaking the Pct od 

’ “Jolson 
Story” in first week, “Annie Get | 
run for) Gun” still is big in second week. -65)—‘Pretty Baby” 


Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
(WB) and 
“Vicious Years” tELC). Nice $8- 
, “Captured” (RKO) | 
ke Ellington orch onstage, 
stout $19,500 at 50-90c scale. 
| Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) and “Reach 
,for Star” (Indie). Hefty $15,000. 
Last week, “A. & C. in Foreign 
| Legion” (U) and “Savage Horde” 
| (Rep), fair $9,000. 

Leew’s (Loew's) (2.427; 44-65)— 
|“Crisis” (M-G) and “Skipper Sur- 
Last 


week, “Three Little 


Lyric (G-B) (1,600; 44-65)— 


(U) 


Oke $4,500. “Scarlet 
(Indie) and Dr. Neff Spook 


ght performances Friday and 
aturday. Last week, “Great 
Jewel Robber” (WB) and “Bandit 
King Texas” (Indie), oke $5,000, 





$11,000 following big $15,000 first 
| session. 

| St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60)— 
| “Broken Arrow” (20th) and “Triple 
| Trouble” (Mono). Bangup $14,000. 
| Last week, ‘“‘Where Sidewalk Ends” 
\(20th) and “Cariboo Trail’ (20th), 
Shubert (Ind) (1.500; 60-75)— 
Good $7,000 after strong $10,000 
initial stanza. 


L’VILLE LAGS, ‘ARROW’ 





Louisville, Aug. 22. 
Downtown film biz appears to be 
in a slump here this week. All 
_houses started out briskly but pub- 
| lic is not buying current fare. “Kiss 


Anderson looks fairish. “Asphalt 
Jungle” at the State is disappoint- 
ing, while “Three Came Home” at 
the Strand is so-so. “Broken Ar- 
row,” single-billed at Rialto, slow. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
| 45-65) —“‘Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” 
(WB). Modest $6,500. Last week, 
“Pretty Baby” (WB), sturdy $8,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
| 45-65)—"“Broken Arrow” (20th), 
Not making much noise, with slow 
$9,500 likely. Last week, “Treasure 


Island” (RKO) and “Beaver Valley” | 


(RKO), good $11,000. and m.o. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) and “Skip- 
= Surprised His Wife” (M-G). 

ean $8,500. Last week, “Three 
Little Words” (M-G) (2d wk), 
sprightly $11,000. 

Strand (FA) (1.200: 
“Three Came Home” (20th). Fair- 
ish $5,000 looks to be the figure. 
Last week, “Leave Her to Heaven” 
(20th) and “Home in Indiana” 
(20th) (reissues), wound up with 
light $4,000. 


‘Arrow’ Fancy $19,500, 


Port.; ‘Treasure’ 7G, 2d 


; Portland, Ore., Aug. 22. 

‘Broken Arrow” at Oriental and 
Orpheum looks best bet here this 
week. “Crisis” at United Artists 








jis only mild, while “Tarzan and 


Slave Girl” at Mayfair is light. 
Treasure Island” in second stanza 
at Paramount still is big. Biz is 
good despite the terrific heat. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,850; 50-85) 
— Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) and 
Fine 060 Site (M-G) (3d wk). 
ne $6, n ays. La y 
terrific $11,500. , wb at tx 
Mayfair (Parker) (1,300; 50-85)— 
(Continued on page 24) 





“Treasure Island” (RKO) (2d wk). | 


$9,500, JUNGLE’ 816 


45-65)— | 


| Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) — 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) (3d wk), 
}Big $14,000 or near. Last week, 
great $17,000 after terrific $22,- 
1500 opener. 

| Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98) 
—‘“Underworld Story” (UA) and 
|“‘Mystery Street” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Brisk $10,000. Last week, $14,000. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
j—“The Furies” (Par) (2d wk). Fast 
|$13,000. Last week, $19,000. 

|" United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)—"“So Young, So Bad” (UA). 
| Crisp $12,000. Last week, “Stella” 
(20th) and “If This Be Sin” (UA) 
(2d wk), $11,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073: 98) — 
'“711 Ocean Drive” (Col) (4th wk). 
‘Smart $17,000. Last week, $20,000. 

World Indie) (587; 80)—‘‘Caesar” 
‘(Indie). Tidy $3,500. Last week, 
'*Marius” (Indie) (2d wk), big 


Tomorrow Goodbye” at the Mary $3,300 


’ 


D.C. Perking, ‘Moon’ New 
High, 136; ‘Arrow’ 206, 
‘Treasure’ Big $9,000, 2d 


Washington, Aug. 22. 

General upbeat reflected current- 
ly in mid-town theatres. Biz seems 
to have hit its stride, and remains 
steady. However, weaker pix still 
| have to struggle for a showing. Of 
the newcomers, “Destination 
| Moon,” at Trans-Lux, shapes to hit 
a new record. “Broken Arrow” at 
| Palace also is big. “Pretty Baby” 
shapes trim at the Warner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— 
| “Night and City” (20th) plus vaude. 
| Slim $15,000, lowest in weeks. Last 
| week, “Peggy” (20th) plus vaude, 
disappointing $19,000. 
|  Keith’s (RKO) (1,139; 44-80)— 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Big $9,000 or near, after solid $12,- 
000 last week. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 44- 
| 74)—“Capture” (RKO) and “Arm- 
ored Car Robbery” (RKO). Mild 
| $5,000. Last week, “Congolaise 
(EL) and “Tension” (EL), $5,200. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Broken Arrow” (20th). Brisk $20. 
000. Last week, “Where Sidewalk 
Ends” (20th), $11,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)— 
“Pretty Baby” (WB). Trim $13,000, 
with good press helping. Last week, 
“711 Ocean Drive” (Col), $12,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
“Destination Moon” (EL). _ Record 
breaking weekend launched this to 
possible all-time high of $13,000, 
terrific for this small-seater. Last 











week, “Kind Hearts” (EL) (5th wk.) 
hearty $5,500, 
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BOOK THE INDUSTRY SHORT FOR 
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
—"“ON STAGE EVERYBODY” 
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Wednesday, August 23, 1950 





L.A. Uneven; ‘Arrow Husky $55,000, 
Kiss’ Tasty at 406, ‘Hawk’ $24,000, 


‘Crown’ NG 146; 


% 
_ 


Treasure 226, 2d 





Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 
_ First-runs are inclined to be 
spotty this week with some situa- 
tions fine but others just getting 
by. “Broken Arrow,” off to a big 
start, looks to hit husky $55,000 on 
initial week in five theatres. “Kiss 
Tomorrow Goodbye,” in_ three 

houses, also is good at $40,000. 
“Desert Hawk” shapes fairly} 
okay $24,000 in five spots but) 
“Stars in Crown” is small $14,000) 
or less in two locations. 


“Summer Stock” is holding up| 
nicely in second frame with around 
$24,000 in two sites. “Treasure 
Island” likewise looms sturdy with 
$22,000, also in two spots, for sec- 
ond stanza. “Furies” is way off at 
$12,000 for two houses, second 
week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 2,-' 
048; 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 60-$1) —| 
“Broken Arrow” (20th). Stout $55,- | 
000. Last week, “Destination Moon” 
(EL) and “Snow Dog” (Mono) (9) 
days), $57,500. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB).| 
Good $40,000. Last week, ‘Pretty 
Baby” «WB) (9 days), $26,200. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) 
(2.404; 1,538; 60-$1) “Summer | 
Stock” (M-G) (2d wk). Neat $24,-| 
000. Last week, sock $35,300. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
890: 2.812: 50-$1) —‘‘Treasure Is- 
Jand” (RKO) and “Beaver Valley” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Good $22,000. Last | 
week, big $33,400. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 40-$1) 
—‘Furies” (Par) and “Trigger, Jr.’ | 
(Rep) ad wk). Dim $12,000. Last 
week, mild $23,900. 

Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) 
(2.210; 1,106; 50-$1) — “Stars in 
Crown” (M-G). Small $14,000. Last 
week, “Duchess Idaho” (M-G) and 
“Jiggs, Maggie Out West” (Mono) 
(Orpheum only) (2d wk), $12,300. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, 
Studio City, Culver (UA-FWC) 
(2,100; 1,370; 885; 1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Desert Hawk” (U) and “Triple 
Trouble” (Mono). Fairly okay 
$24,000. Last week, “Eye Witness” | 
(EL) and “I Killed Geronimo” | 
(EL), $18,800. 

Four Star 





' 





(UA) (900; 60-$1)— 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (8th- 


| 


final wk). Under $2,000. Last | 
week, $2,000. 
Fine Arts, Guild (FWC) (679;! 


968; 60-$1)\—“‘A Royai Affair” (In-| 
die) (2d wk). Thin $2,000. Last, 
week, $3,000. | 

| 


K. C. Oke, ‘Louisa’ $15,000, | 





Best Bet; ‘Own’ Rugged 


116; ‘Baby’ Pretty 106. 


Kansas City, Aug. 22. 


Week is moderately strong with | 


fairly potent line-up of product. | 
“Louisa” in the Fox Midwest three | 
first-runs looks about tops in coin 
followed by “Our Very Own” at | 
Missouri and “Pretty Baby” at! 
Paramount. “Duchess of Idaho” | 
still is big in second Midland week. 
Weather continues unseasonably 
cool and rainy, theatres naturally 
being helped. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Apollo (Fox Mid- 
west) (820, 1,050; 45-65)—‘Singing 
Guns” (Rep) and “Flame Barbary 
Coast” (Rep) (reissue). Topping 
average for $8,000 with subse- 
quent-run Apollo coupled in first- 
run combo. Last week, Esquire 
only, “Passionelle” and “Torment” 
(Indie), strong $4,500. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75) — 
“Passport Pimlico” (EL) and “Prel- 
ude to Korea” (EL) (3d wk). Good 
$1,800. Last week, $2,000. 

Midland (‘(Loew’s) (3,500: 45-65)— 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) and 
“State Penitentiary” (Col) (2d wk). 
Very pleasing $12,000. Last week 
giant $20,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 45-65)— 
“Our Very Own” (RKO) and “Des- 
tination Murder” (RKO). Good 
$11,000. Last week, “Treasure Is- 
land” (RKO) and “Bunco Squad” 
(RKO) (2d wk), strong $8,500. 

Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 
45-65)—“Pretty Baby” (WB). Satis- 
factory $10,000. Last week, “The 
Furies” (Par), $14,000 in 9 days. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
—‘Louisa” (U). Nice $15,000 or 
over. Last week, “Cariboo Trail” 
(20th) and “Love That Brute” 
(20th), okay $12,000, over hopes, 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





‘Very Own’ Boff $14,000, 
Balto; ‘Louisa’ Nice 96 


Baltimore, Aug. 22. 


here took a bit of a dip below re- 
cent solid levels ,with bad weath- 
er on the weekend plus major 
sports events and Legion conven- 
tion parade rated killer-dillers. Of 
current list, “Our Very Own,” 
shapes sock at the Town. “Louisa” 
and “Stella” are well spotted for 
major femme response at Keith’s 
and the New, respectively. 


Trade in the downtown sector | - 





Estimates for Last Week 





This Week . $621,000 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 
Last Year .. $609,500 
(Based on 13 theatres.) 








* 


Ocean’ Boffola 


$73,000 Tops Det. 


Detroit, Aug. 22. 
The biz tempo is brisk this| 
stanza. A terrific $23,000 is being | 
racked up by “711 Ocean Drive” at 
the Palms, to pace the _ town. | 
“‘Where Sidewalk Ends” looks good 
at the Fox. ‘Three Little Words” 
shapes big at the Adams. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) 
'—‘“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th) | 
and “Bunco Squad” (RKO). Good 


$27,000. Last week, ‘“‘Treasure Is- 
land,” fine $19,000 in second week. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 
70-95)—“‘Duchess of Idaho’? (M-G) 
(2d wk). Fast $16,000. Last week, 
excellent $28,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—‘711 
Ocean Drive” (Col). Tall $23,000. | 
Last week, “The Furies” (Par) (2d, 
wk), $10,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2.000; 70-| 
95)—“‘Stars in Crown” (M-G). Okay 
$11,000. Last week, “Rock Island | 
Trail” (Rep) and “The Avengers” | 


(Rep), same. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
“Great Jewel Robber’ (WB) and 
“Trigger, Jr.”’ (Rep). Slim $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Flame and Arrow” 
(WB) and “50 Years Before Eyes” 
(WB) (m.o.), $9,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Three Little Words” (M-G). Big 
$15,000 or over. Last week, “Annie | 
Get Gun” (M-G) (7th wk), $5,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)—“‘Cariboo Trafl’” (20th) and 
“Lucky Losers” (Mono). Slow $7- 
000. Last week, ‘“‘The Torch” (EL) | 
and “Young Lovers” (EL), $3,000. 





‘Iroquois’-Hampton Hot | 
$13,000 in Slow Seattle. 


Seattle, Aug. 22. 

There are too many holdovers 

here this week, with few of new 

entries doing well. Combo of 

“Troquois Trail” and Lionel Hamp- 

ton band will do solid session at 

Palomar. “Treasure Island” is 
holding big at Fifth Avenue. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800: 59- 
84)—“‘Kid Texas” (U) and “Adam | 
and Evalyn” (U), (3d wk). Slow 


$2,000. Last week, $2,800. 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 59- 
84)—“‘Convicted” (Col) and “Gun- 


fire” (Lip). Good $9,000. Last 

week, “Admiral Was Lady” (UA) 

ee to Korea” (EL), 
4 


Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
59-84)—“‘Treasure Island” (RKO) 
and ‘Beaver Valley’ (RKO)- (2d 
wk). Great $9,000 after sock $12,- 
000, over hopes, last week. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
—‘Rock Island Trail” (Rep) and 
' Avengers” (Rep). Modest $6,000. 
Last week, “Stars in Crown” 
(M-G) and “Trigger, Jr.” (Rep), 
$6,900. 

Music Box (Hamrick) 850; 59-84) 

(Continued on page 24) 


| 20-80) —“‘711 Ocean Drive” 


| (reissue), nsh $5,900. | 


| Weak 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- | 
60)—“‘Three Little Words” (M-G) | 
(2d wk). Holding nicely at $9,000, 
after strong opener with $14,700. | 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) | 
(Col) 
plus vaude. Combo looks steady 
$16,000. Last week, “Woman Pier 
13” (RKO) with vaude headed by 
Paul Winchell and Kay Starr, $19,- 
200. | 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20-| 
60) — “Louisa” (U). Nice $9,000. | 
Last week, “Going My Way’ (Par) | 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Stella” (20th). Fairly good $11,000. 
Last week, third of “Broken Ar- 
row” (20th) held nicely at $6,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 
“Pretty Baby” (WB). Dull $7,000. 
Last week, “Jewel Robber” (WB) 
and “50 Years Before Eyes’ (WB), 
$8,400. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—“‘Our Very Own” (RKO). .Great 
$14,000. Last week, “Johnny Holi- 
day” (UA), $5,800. 


‘Arrow Ace Pic 


In Cleve., $16,000 


Cleveland, Aug. 22. 

A couple of deluxers are doing 
sock biz here, but others are below 
normal. Stageshow, topped by 
Three Suns, Jerry Colonna, Andy 
and Della Russell, is hiking “Lady 
Without Passport” to a big take 
at Loew’s State. “Broken Arrow” 
at Allen is also smash but “In a 
Lonely Place” is not so good at 
Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-75)— 
“Broken Arrow” (20th). Flying tc 
high $16,000, and h.o. Last week, 
“Convicted” (Col), $13,000. 

Esquire (Community) (704; 55- 
75)—‘‘Rocking Horse Winner” (U). 
$2,400. Last week, “Quiet 
(Indie) (reis- 





on Western Front” 


| sue) (3d wk), oke $3,500. 


Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-75)— 


“D.0.A.” (UA). Ordinary $10.000. 
|Last week, “Pretty Baby” (WB), | 
| fine $15,000. 


| Lower Mall (Community) (505; 
| 55-75)—“La Traviata” (Indie) (re- | 
issue) and “Story of Tosca’”’ (Indie). 
' Fair $3,000. Last week, “Fallen | 
|Idol” (SRO) and “Third Man” 
\(SRO), disappointing $1,500 on re- | 
| turn dates. 
| Ohio (Loew’s) (1,205; 55-75) — 
“Happy Years” (M-G) and “Please 
Believe Me” (M-G). Average $5,000. 
|Last week, “Shadow On Wall” 
(M-G) and “Blossoms in Dust” 
(M-G) (reissue), better at $6,000. 
| Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-75) — 
| “In Lonely Place” (Col). Mild $9,- 
500. Last week, “Treasure Island”’ | 
(RKO) (2d wk), smart $13,000. 
| State (Loew's) (3,450; 65-$1.10)— 
i*‘Lady Without Passport” (M-G) 
plus stageshow, with Three Suns, | 
| Jerry Colonna, Andy and Della| 
| Russell. Stage draw pushing this | 
, combo to big $30,000. Last week, | 
| “Three Little Words” (M-G) (2d 
wk), lively $12,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-75) | 
|— “Three Little Words” (M-G) | 


'(m.o.). Satisfactory $7,500. Last | 
) week, “Admiral Was Lady” (UA), | 
| $7,000. 





Cincinnati, Aug. 22. 
Cinema frontline is bulging 
|with winners this frame. “Three 
| Little Words,” looks socko front 
jrunner at Palace, with “Sunset 
|Boulevard” in hotsy pursuit in the 





Albee. “Louisa,” smash at Capitol, 
shapes comparatively as_ great 
with a real money session. “Our 


at the Lyric. 
Esimates for This Week 

Alhee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75) — 
“Sunset Boulevard” (Par). Hotsy 
$16,000. Last week, “Our Very 
Own” (RKO), same. 

Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 
75)—"‘Louisa” (U). Sock $12,500. 
Last week, “Broken Arrow” (20th) 
(2d wk), good $8,500. 





‘Words’ Huge $17,500, Cincy; ‘Sunset’ 
Bright 166, ‘Louisa’ Terrif 12146 


Very Own” is a lively moveover | 





Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
|““Return Frontiersman” (WB) and 
“This Side of Law” (WB). Pleas- | 
poids” the an week, “Father of | 
| Bride (4th ig | 
$5,500. pencie texd 
Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542: 55- 
|75)—*“Skipper Surprised Wife” 
(M-G). Fairish $5,000. Last week, 
Furies” (Par), oke $7,500. 


: Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 55-75) — 
Our Very Own” (RKO) (mo). 
Chipper $8,000. Last week, “Treas- 
ure Island” (RKO) (m.o.), $7,000. 
I. Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75) — 
| Three’ Little Words” (M-G). 
bora a a Last week, 
onvicted” (Col), moder 
|$9,500. ' si 











Mpls. Soars; ‘Sunset’ Smash $18,000 


Very Own’ Wow 146, 


‘20 Years’ 8G 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross _ 
This Week $2,356,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 173 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year. . .$2,693,000 
(Based on 24 cities and 204 
theatres. ) 
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‘Sunset Wham 


$73,000 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 22. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 22. 
Biz is perking nicely this week 
here but the list of newcomers 
shows some weak sisters. Stand- 
out appears to be “Sunset Boule- 


vard,” sock at Radio City. It is 
closely pressed by “Our Very 
Own,” great at Orpheum. “The 


” 


Lawless” is light at Lyric. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Kiss for Corliss” (UA). Has pros- 
|pects of mild $4,500. Last week, 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) (2d wk), 





=a | $4,000. 
| Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70) — 
‘“The Lawless” (Par). Earned 
praise, but looks light $4,500. 
|Last week, “Rock Island Trail’ 
(Rep), $5,000. 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 


“Sunset Boulevard” (Par). Lavishly 
promoted locally and via national 
plugs. Big $18,000 or over. Last 
week, “Three Little Words” (M-G), 


Penn is continuing its string of same. 


summer smashes_ with 


“Sunset | 
Boulevard,” which got away a lit-|70)—“Our 
tle slowly but has been picking up Cast registering well here. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 35- 
Very Own” (RKO). 
Great 


sharply since rave notices came | $14,000. Last week, ‘‘Rogues Sher- 


out. 


going far above the holdover fig- | 
“Our Very | “Kill 
Own” still plenty strong at Fulton | Harding” 
in second week, and will stay a/| [ast 


ure, with sock total. 


Shouldn’t have any trouble} wood Forest” (Col), $9,000. 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,800; 35-70)— 


Umpire” (Col) and “David 
(Col). Slack $6,000. 
week, “Treasure Island” 


third. “Stella” is dying at Harris (RKO) (m.o.) (2d wk). good $7,500. 


and “Pretty Baby” looks only so-so | 


at Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
“Our Very Own” (RKO) (2d wk). 


Banging out brightest grosses of a 


year at this house, strong $9,000) 


after sizzling $14,500 last week. 
Will hold a third. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 


“Stella” (20th). They want no part 


of this one, miserable $6,500. Last | 
week, ‘“‘Cariboo Trail” (20th), satis- | 


(3,300; 45-80)— 


factory $9,000. 
Penn (Loew’s) 
“Sunset Boulevard” (Par). Getaway 
was a little disappointing but as 
soon as the rave reviews came out, 


| 


| 


word-of-mouth gave picture. shot| 


in arm. Result is smash $23,000 or 
near, and sticks. Last week, ‘Three 
Little Words” (M-G), all right 
| $13,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
“Pretty Baby” (WB). Lightweight 


comedy doing lightweight trade at 
$10,500. Last week, “The Furies” 
(Par) dropped off down stretch, 
and got only slim $12,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Wake Island” (Par) and “So 


Proudly We Hail” (Par) (reissues). | 


Healthy $7,500. Last week, “Flame | 


and Arrow” (WB) (m.o.), satisfac- 
tory $6,500. 


Too Many Philly H.0.’s; 
‘Streets’ Hefty $21,000, 
‘Moon’ Mellow $12,000 


Philadelphia, Aug. 22. 





Rain over the weekend is being | 
pan owed Before Eyes” (WB). 


blamed for slowing down upbeat 


at first-run houses this session, but | 
;too many  holdovers 


is hurting 
most. Exceptions to this rather 
weak line-up of new pix are 
“Panic in Streets,” hefty at the Fox, 
and “Destination Moon,” terrific at 
the bandbox Trans-Lux. “Pretty 


Baby” is only fair at the Boyd, | 
| with “Happy Years” in like cate-| 


gory at Karlton. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99) 
“Pretty Baby” (WB). Modest $15,- 
000. Last week, “Our Very Own” 
(RKO) (2d wk), off $14,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) 
“San Quentin” (WB) and “‘Aleca- 
traz Island” (WB) (reissues). Good 


$14,000. Last week, “In Lonely 
Place” (Col) (2d wk), $9,500. 
Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) — 


aan _ acto ef oe Big $21,- 
4 st week, “Stella” ( 
$17,000. _— 
Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“Furies” (Par) (3d wk). Neat 
$10,000. Last week, $13,000. 
Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—‘‘Happy Years” (M-G). Fair $5,- 
000. Last week, “Annie Get Gun” 
(M-G) (2d. wk), oke $6,500. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 


Lie Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 


(2d wk). Okay $19,000. La 
big $28,000. : a 
Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
rpg sto Rw A (M-G) 
wk). Fine ,000, 
$15,000 Last week, 
anley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) — 
“711 Ocean Drive’ (Col) (2d Fre 
Nice $14,000. after sock $24,500 
opener. 
__ Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99) — 
95000 iene ae at wk). Off to 
c in ays. Last 
$78,000 y week, smash 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
‘Destination Moon” (EL). Terrific 
$12,000 or near. Last week, “Kind 
Hearts, Coronets” (EL), $4,500 for 
fourth week, 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 





| 


| (EL) 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘50 
Years Before Eyes” (WB) and 
‘Return Frontiersman” (WB). Some 


interest in “50 Years.” Satisfac- 
tory $8,000. Last week, ‘Crisis’ 
(M-G), mild $8,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-85)— 
“Happy Years’ (M-G). Third kid 


feature in row at this house but 
good at $3,000. Last week, “Win- 
slow Boy” (EL) (2d wk), $2,000. 


Omaha Hot; ‘Words’ Loud 
$15,000, ‘Own’ Great 106, 
‘Louisa’ Sturdy $11,500 


Omaha, Aug. 22. 

“Three Little Words,” with a 
smash session, is leading a terrific 
upsurge at the local boxoffice this 
round. At the same time, “Our 
Very Own,” also great, already has 
earned a holdover at the smaller 
Brandeis. Keeping up the big pro- 
cession is “Louisa” at the Or- 
pheum rolling at fine figure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—“Three Little Words” (M-G). 
Smash $15,000, one of biggest 
grosses ever for straight-film here, 
Last week, “Broken Arrow” (20th), 
$12,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Our Very Own” (RKO). Great 
$10,000, and holdover. Last week, 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) (2d wk), 
big $7,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—“Louisa” (U) and “Fifty Years 
Fine $11,500. 
Last week, “Jackie Robinson Story” 
and “Boy From _ Indiana” 
(EL), $10,000. 

Omaha (Tristates (2,100; 16-65)— 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) (m.o.) and 





“Great Guns” (20th). Very good 
$8,500. Last week,( “Night and 
City” (20th) and “Radar Secret 


Service” (Lip), $9,000. 
State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75)— 
“Annie Get Your Gun” (M-G) (5th 


|wk) and “Fall In” (UA) (2d wk). 


Still good at $3,000 for 5 days. 


‘Humor’ Good $9,000 In 
Denver; ‘Place’ Big 156 


Denver, Aug. 22. 

Biggest coin is being taken this 
week by “In Lonely Place” at the 
Denver. “Stars in Crown,” at 
Broadway, and “The Men,” at 
Denham, are doing well enough to 
win holdovers. “Good Humor” 
looms good in three spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 

“Good Humor Man” (Col) and 
“Snow Dog” (Mono), day-date with 
Tabor, Webber. Good $3,000. Last 
week, on reissues. . 
‘ Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
74)—“Stars in Crown” (M-G). Big 
$10,000. Holds. Last week, “Annie 
Get Gun” (M-G) (6th wk), good 
$6,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
—Men” (UA). Strong $13,000 or 
over. Holds. Last week, on re- 
issues, 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) — 
“In Lonely Place” (Col) and 
“Triple Trouble’ (Mono). Fast 
$15,000. Last week, “Flame and 
Arrow” (WB) and “‘50 Years Before 
Eyes” (WB), big $18,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74) — 





“Flame and Arrow” (WB) and “50 
(Continued on page 24) 
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“A LIFE OF HER OWN" 
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All over the industry they’re saying: | 
“TF YOU WANT GOOD NEWS, PHONE YOUR M-G-M EXCHANGE” 


Book the industry short “On Stage 
Everybody’’ and help our disabled vets. 
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Trail of 


Defaults Left By British 
Quota in 2d Year, Even Majors Fail 


- 





London, Aug. 15. 

The second year of the 1948) 
Quota Act is passing out and leav- | 
ing behind it a trail of defaults. 
For the year starting last October 
to the end of September, British | 
theatres have to play 40% British | 
product. Reliefs were granted to) 
exhibs in competing situations with 
the main circuits and in a limited 
number of cases, total exemption 
was allowed. 

In the first quota year, with a 
percentage of 45, the three major 
circuits fulfilled their obligations, 
but many independent’ theatre 
owners defaulted in varying de- 
gree. Question of prosecution in 
the most flagrant cases, has now 
been referred to the legal depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade. 

But in the second quota year 
even the principal circuits were 
unable to meet their commitments. 
The Associated British Cinema 
group, with more than 400 thea- 
tres, will have the best return, 
with a figure approaching 36%, 
and will probably break even on 
the second feature quota of 25%. 

The other two major theatre | 
groups, both controlled by the 
Rank Organization, are not faring | 
as well. The Gaumont-British cir- 
cuit looks as if it will be 12% short 
of its statutory obligation, while 
the Odeon circuit will end the year 
shy about 10% of the quota rules. 
The major indie groups are ex- 
pected to wind the year with re- 
sults comparable to those of the 
majors. Many ffirst-run houses 
have concurrent play dates with 
the circuits and are rarely given 





exclusive bookings for’ British 
product. 

The major defaults will come, as 
Jast year, from the second and 
third-run __ theatres. Well over 


1,000 of these indie houses have 
been unable to meet their obliga- 
tions, even where they’ve been 
sliced in advance by the Board of 
Trade appeals committee. 

Many exhibs, including some cir- 
cuit bosses, make no secret of the 
fact that the compulsory screening 
of British pix for quota purposes is 
often a costly business. It has been 
accentuated by the fact that very 
often independently - run opposi- 
tion houses have been given first 
choice of top Hollywood product 
squeezed out of the circuits. There 
are reportedly a number of in- 
stances in which an inferior Brit- 
ish booking needed to satisfy the 
quota, has been rejected in order 
to cash in on a good Hollywood of- 
fering. 

Starting next October, with the 
new quota 30%, the bigger cir- 
cuits should be able to meet their 
legal requirements. But for many 
independents, the situation will 
continue to be acute and extensive 
reliefs likely will have to be con- 
tinued. 


British Union Acts To 
Prevent Future Fiascos 
Like Carnegie Folderoo 


London, Aug. 15. 

More rigid control over location 
jaunts by independent producing 
outfits is to be exercised, following 
the Carnegie Films fiasco in which 
a number of technicians were left 
stranded in Cannes without wages, 
without money to pay hotel bills 
and without return passages. 

To prevent a possible recurrence 
of such a situation, the Assn. of 
Cinematograph and Allied Techni- 
cians, together with other organiza- 
tions concerned, plan to press for 
a deposit scheme similar to that 
operated with indie legit manage- 
ments by British Actors Equity. 
Safeguards exist with the member 
companies of the British Film Pro- 
ducers Assn. 
the body are to be pressed to de- 
posit with a third party sufficient 
cash to cover at least two weeks’ 
salaries, return fares, etc. 





These measures were voted at an 


exec meeting of the A.C.T. when 
it also was arranged to be legally 
represented at the meeting of Car- 
negie creditors, when a decision is 
expected to put the company into 
liquidation. 

Harry Reynolds, who had been 
producing the company’s first pic, 
“Dangerous Corner,” _ starring 
Michael Redgrave and Anouk, re- 
signed from the board of Carnegie 
immediately on his return to Eng- 


— 


|launched' by 


But indies outside | 


2 Mexican Film Distribs 
To Title Pix for U. S. 


Distribution of English-titled, 
Spanish-languag> films in the U.S. 
on a national scale has been 
Azteca Films and 
Clasa-Mohme, Inc. Two companies 
long have handled Spanish-lan- 





| guage pix in the American market, 


but seldom released features with 
accompanying captions. 

The two firms recently set up a 
joint special features division, 
headed by Harry Stern, to facili- 
tate U.S. distribution of English- 
titled Spanish product. Branch 
office was opened in New York last } 
week. Among initial releases un- 
der new setup are “Don Quixote,” | 
a Cantinflas starrer, and “Paloma.” | 


Aussie to Get TV 
Within Two Years 





| tail 
| German 


Washington, Aug. 22. 

Australia will have its first tele- 
vision in about two years, U. S.|} 
Department of Commerce reports. 
The Aussie government has decid- 
ed to build a black-and-white ex- | 
perimental transmitter at Sydney, | 
which should be ready by then. It | 
will operate under high-standard | 
625-line definition which is now} 
becoming widespread in many parts | 
of the world. Although video 
broadcasting is currently a govern- 
ment monopoly there, Australia ex- 
pects to amend its laws to permit 
private enterprise to take part in 
the development. 

The Australians originally held 
up on television until color could | 
come in and ‘be stabilized. How- 
ever, it has been decided, explained 
the Commerce Department, that 
color can be introduced later on 
without making the  black-and- 
white receivers obsolete. 

Meanwhile, the latest checkup in | 
Great Britain discloses that, as of 
last May 31, there were 382,348 
video receivers in the hands of the 
public. Of these, 109,852 were lo- 
cated in London. Television re- 
ceiver production has been increas- 
ing sharply in the United King- 
dom. In 1949, 211,200 sets were | 
produced, compared with only 91,- 
200 during the preceding year. 


PETRONE ON LEGIT TOUR | 
AFTER ARG. BRUSHOFF. 


Montevideo, Aug. 15. 


Francisco Petrone, vet Argen- 
'tine legit and screen actor, has 
| started on a long tour which will 
take him away from his native 
country for the next two or three 
| years. 

| During the pre-election period 
/of 1945, Petrone had the misfor- 
‘tune to be the flag-bearer for 
Argentine Entertainment Folk who 
participated in a parade of the 
forces opposed to General Peron. 
AS a consequence, although he has 
often been sought by the major 
_ studios, hitches always have in- 
| tervened to prevent his accepting 
'the work. In addition to this, 
| Petrone had difficulty in obtain- 
ing a theatre for legit. 


His present tour started in 
Rosario, Argentina, and will take 
him to Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, | 
the Dominican Republic, Cuba, 
Mexico and the U. S. On 
the return trek, he will play in 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicarag- 
ua, Honduras, Costa Rica, Panama, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru § and 
Chile. 

The company’s repertoire in- 
cludes “Death of a Salesman,” 
translated by Manuel Barbera. ~ 


| New McConville Aide 


Lawrence H. Lipskin has been 
named assistant to Joseph A. Mc- | 
Conville, head of Columbia’s for- 
eign department, Lipskin will head 
the overseas wing’s ad-pub activi-| 
ties as well as handle other foreign 
matters, 

He shifts from the domestic ad- 
pub dept., where he served as aide 
to Nate Spingold, Col's ad-pub 
veepee, for the past five years. Lip- 
skin has been with the company 
since 1937. 











| present 


| caise, 


Anita Loos Ganders Abbey 


Dublin, Aug. 15. 
Anita Loos who, with Michael 
Grace, presents the Abbey success 
“King of Friday’s Men” by M. J. 
Molloy in N. Y. in November, 
visited Ireland to gander Abbey 
productions and talk with Ria 


Mooney who .produced the play) 


here. 


Play, which recalls old-time Irish 
shillelagh fighters, will have Ab- 
beyite Walter Macken, who created | 
principal role, in same part. in 
= es 





Bway Hits Loom 
Big in Sweden s 
New Legit Plans 


Stockholm, Aug. 15. 


Adaptations of Broadway suc- 
cesses again will provide the staple 
of the legit season here, from 
indications. Among the 
English language hits due for pres- 
entation in Swedish editions are 
“Where’s Charley?,” “Petrified 
Forest,” 

Party.” Adaptations of the 
will include “Vienna 
Blood” and “Der Vogelhandler.” 

With the season slated to start 
about Sept. 1, one of the notable 
events is expected to be the open- 
ing of the Intimate theatre, now 
nearing completion. Owned and 
managed by film producer Lorens 
Marmstedt, it will premiere about 
Oct. 1 with “Beggar’s Opera,” di- 
rected by Ingmar Bergman, with 
Edvin Adolphson, Gertrud Fridh, 
Hjordis Pettersson and Ulf: Johan’- 
son. Scheduled to follow is a new 
crime melodrama, material for 
which was gathered in the U. S. 
by Hasse Ekman. 

The Swedish version of T. S. 
Eliot’s “Cocktail Party” will be 
presented at the Dramatical thea- 
tre, with Strindberg’s “Erik XIV” 
set to follow. 
will open the season at the South- 
ern theatre and is expected to run 
through the Christmas holidays, 
with Nils Poppe and Annalisa 
Ericsson starred. 

The Oscar’s theatre starts with 
Sonja Stjernquist and Per Grun- 
den in “Rose Marie.” Another 
musical house, the Narva, which 
switched from films last year, gets 
“Vienna Blood” and “Der Vogel- 
handler.” The Boulevard will play 
Robert E. Sherwood’s ‘Petrified 
Forest” and then ‘‘Long Christmas 
Dinner.” The China theatre, which 
had a disappointing run last year 
with “Oklahoma,” reverts to pic- 
tures. 


The Blanche, Casino, Scala and 
'Qdeon continue as vaude houses. 





Antibes Film Festival 
To Exhib Banned Product 


Antibes, Aug. 15. 

A new type of film festival, de- 
dicated to those films which for 
political, social, artistic or moral 
reasons have been banned or lim- 
ited in their showings, will open 
Aug. 20 in the Riviera village of 
Antibes. To run for one month, 
this festival, called “The Film of 
Tomorrow,” will include pictures 
from all over the world. America, 
England, Germany, Italy, Japan 
and China have agreed to send pix. 
Sole basis on which pictures will 
be accepted is that of sensational- 
ism, in technique, subject matter or 
presentation. 


The only restriction is that those 
films which have been banned or 
censored because of extreme moral 
laxity be presented only by invita- 
tion to a limited group. To be 
held in the Grimaldi Museum, it 
will be preceded by an exhibition 
of cinema progress in costumes, 
decoration an¢ scenery from 1900 to 
the present. Exhibits already have 
been received from Comedie Fran- 
the National Library of 
Vienna and Museum of Modern 
Art of New York. 


This revolutionary festival, in 
preparation for the last three 
months, intends to reveal for the 
first time some films banned by 
Hitler and Mussolini, although 
made under their regime. 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 16 











Hich Showbiz Tax by Social Demos 
Blamed for Swedish Film Plight 


* Stockholm, Aug. 15. 
Reason for the recent decision 


: ., | to halt all Swedish film production 
Looks Big London Hit) at the end of this year, excepting 
London, Aug. 22. some shorts, was attributed to the 

Buster Crabbe’s “Aqua Parade | heavy loss suffered by every pic- 
of 1950,” which opened its limited | ture produced nere. This loss has 
five weeks’ season at the Empire | been running between 170,000 and 
Pool, Wembley, last Tuesday (15) | 100,000 kroner per production. An- 





Crabbe’s ‘Aqua Parade’ 





‘“‘Where’s Charley?” | 





is a pleasing water spectacle with 
isufficient big names to _ insure 
| capacity at the 8,000-seat arena 
|during the holiday season. 

Exhibition high diving and for- 
mation swimming are effectively 
| blended with straight vaudeville 
jacts. In the latter group, outstand- 
ing hits are scored by the Calgary 
Bros. and Renald & Rudy. 

B. A. Meyer’s presentation of the 
Irish comedy, “They Got What 


| They Wanted,” by Louis D’Alton, | 
|} was moved down from its Embassy | 
itheatre tryout to the Phoenix, Aug. | 


16, and got a warm reception. Show 
has been tightened up and under- 
gone several cast changes, 
chief honors still going to Liam 
Redmond and Mark Daly. Play is 
gay a= light-hearted entertain- 


“Rose Marie” and “Cock-| ment and should do good holiday | 


| trade. 


| 


See Firpo For 
Arg. Fight Film 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 8. 
Argentina’s ex-boxing champ, 





| Luis Angel Firpo, is being sought | 


for a picture to be directed by 
| Augusto Cesar Vatteone, called “In 
| Search of a Champ,” by Cadicamo. 
|It was adapted to the screen by 
Emilio Villalba Welsh and Alejan- 
dro Verbisky. Since he withdrew 
from the ring, Firpo has become a 
rancher. If the plan to put him 
in a picture goes through, some of 
| the sequences will be shot on the 
Firpo ranch. 

Spanish actor Andres Mejuto, 
who made such a hit in “La Dama 

uende” with Delia Garces two 
years ago, has been signed by Cos- 
mos as male lead for its forthcom- 
ing film production, ‘Cafe Con- 
cert,” with Imperio Argentina. 
| Emelco is blueprinting some 
i color production before the end of 
| the year. First attempt will prob- 
|ably be a film starring Juan Jose 
| Miguez and Laura Hidalgo. 


written for him by the Italian 
| writer Pitigrilli, currently in Ar- 
| gentina. Daniel Tinayre is to di- 
rect the picture for Interamericana. 


a plan to appear in a picture to be 
made in French studios with Da- 
'nielle Darrieux. AAA is putting 
the finishing touches on “Romance | 
in Three Nights” at studios here. | 
This picture teams Amelia Bence 
with Alberto Closas. | 


“MAY DROP HECHT PIX 
BAN IN GT. BRITAI 


London, Aug. 15. 


| The exhibitor ban on films with 
which scripter Ben Hecht has been 
associated, enforced nearly two 
years ago, is to be reexamined by 
|the general council of the Cinema- 
\tograph Exhibitors Assn. when it 
‘meets here next month. The ban 
| was put on after protests were 
‘made over Hecht’s “holiday in my 
|heart” speech during the Pales- 
tinian troubles. Since that time no 
Hecht film has been screened in 
‘Britain, “Love Happy,” which was 
booked into the Associated British 
‘circuit, was withdrawn after CEA 
| protests. 


Two other pix scripted by Hecht 
are held locally by 20th-Fox, await- 
ing an exhibitor green light. One 
of them, “Where the Sidewalk 
Ends,” was skedded for recent 
West End preem, but withdrawn 
|after exhib protests. Now a second 
Hecht film, “Whirlpool,” is in the 
,country and the distrib is waiting 
for a general council ruling before 
‘deciding policy. 
Popular feeling in London indi- 
cates that the ban will be dropped. 
There is growing support in exhib 
| circles against its continuance on 

the grounds that the demonstration 
against Hecht has served its pur- 
| pose. 











with | 


Come- | 
,dian Luis Sandrini is to make a/| 
picture based on a story especially | 


Hugo del Carril is mulling over | 


nouncement of decision to bring 
| Swedish production to a standstill 
was made by Dr. Carl Anders 
|Dymling, head of the Assn. of 
Swedish Film Producers and man- 
aging director of Svensky Film- 
industri, one of Sweden’s leading 
producing - distributing companies. 
Rising costs and no comparable in- 
creased rentals on product has 
ng producing the net loss per 
lm. 


However, it is felt in the in- 
dustry that the rise in the enter- 
tainment tax, made effective early 
in 1948, is the major added factor 
to blame for the huge losses. Both 
Kungsfilm and Terrafilm, two of 
the country’s most active film pro- 
ducing corporations, already have 
stopped production. 

Some companies owning their 
| own studios have been continuing 
operations on a small scale, but 
are now finding it mecessary to 
| close down production. AS a re- 
| sult several thousand workers will 
| lose their jobs, Dr. Dmyling stated 
| regret at being forced to take this 
| step. 
| Swedish newspapers owned by 
the ruling Social Democratic party, 
which put the entertainment tax 
into effect, ate taking the stand 
that the film industry is in such 
bad straits not because of the tax 
but poor output. 


Swedish film crix, other than 

those writing for social-democratie 
newspapers, generally feel that the 
quality of the domestic product has 
been picking up in recent years. 
| Supporting this contention is the 
|fact that the export of Swedish 
pictures has risen during the last 
few years. 

From 1936-1946 no Swedish films 
| were sent to England. However, 
since 1946 there have been around 
10-15 Swedish-made pix exported 
to Britain. Other countries which 
rate as good markets for Swedish 





films are Germany, France, 
| Belgium, Holland, Spain. and 
| Portugal. 





British Prod. Activity 
Receives Two Setbacks 
But Unemployment Dips 


London, Aug. 15. 


The improvement in the studio 
|employment situation, which last 
month was reflected by a reduction 
of nearly 100 on the out-of-work 
list, has received a severe setback. 
Notices affecting more than 125 
workers have been issued at Pine- 
wood during the last two weeks. 
| Until recently, Pinewood had been 
working at capacity, but the new 
lay-offs were necessitated by the 
sudden cancellation of two pix ex- 
pected to take the floor this month. 


| The new Pinewood axings have 
/nixed the hopes of labor leaders 
| who had been looking forward to 
a steadily improving situation, and 

which would have been given a big 

step-up by the reopening next 
/month of the shuttered Denham 
'lot. Next month 20th-Fox starts 
| lensing there on “No Highway.” 
Another temporary setback will 
_be received next month when Ex- 
'clusive Films suspends production 
| until 1951. 

Official statistics show 712 tech- 
nicians unemployed as of July 31. 
Figure has declined around 300 in 
three months, but is partly sea- 
sonal. 


‘Out of This World’ Due 
At Palladium in Oct. 


London, Aug. 15. 


The in between show at the 
| Palladium after the vaudeville seae 
/son, early in October, and: the 
| Christmas pantomime,, will be the 
_current George and: Alfred Black 
“Out Of This World,” from the 


Opera House, Blackpool. 

Show is topped by Tessie O’Shea 
and Nat Jackley, with Miss O’Shea 
against idea of short run of six 
weeks, and Val Parnell’s intention 
of including big American names 
in the show. 


| 
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Move by Yank Companies, 
Reducing Aussie Distribution Cost 


a 





Sydney, Aug. 15. 

Indications here point to a dis- 
tribution change in this area by 
1951 in a move to cut down opera- 
tional costs by certain distrib com- 
panies. Estimated here that it 
takes at least 40% of earnings to} 
operate distrib branches through- | 
out the Aussie zone. Certain com-| 
panies, with only a small number | 
of pix in circulation, are finding | 
overhead costs mounting in com- 
parison to actual earnings. All | 
U. S. distribs. have branches in 
the six Aussie states. 

Distribs of the status of United 
Artists, particularly find the opera- 
tional costs very high. Understood 
that a decision may be reached in) 
New York to combine this unit| 
with another one of similar stand- | 
ing in order to curb costs. | 

It has been suggested in some | 
quarters that a central clearing | 
house for certain U. S. distribs | 
would be a good setup to cut down 
overhead, with special salesmen 
appointed to handle the respective 
product. Recently a deal was near- 
ly consummated whereby RKO 
would have joined 20th-Fox on 
general distribution in this zone. | 


| 
} 


The deal, however, finally fell | 
through. 

). §. distribs operating here, 
so.o now are Columbia, Metro, 





Paramount, 20th-Fox, RKO, United 
Artists, Universal and Warners. 
Republic product is under the 20th- 
Fox tent, Rep finding it more eco-| 
nomical to hook up with a major} 
distrib rather than use a_ solo| 
operation. The major indie distrib | 
here is British Empire Films, | 
headed by Norman B. Rydge. BEF | 
handles the J. Arthur Rank prod-| 
uct. Through BEF also goes Eagle-| 
Lion-Classics and Monogram, 


‘ANNIE’ SENSATIONAL 
IN GROSSES ABROAD 


London, Aug. 22. 

Metro’s “Annie Get Your Gun”! 
is getting off to a far more sensa- 
tional start overseas than in the) 
U. S. Filmization of the Broadway | 
legit hit has just gone into its| 
eighth week here at the Empire, | 
M-G’s British showcase. It is the | 
longest run at the house in the’ 
past 10 years. Only “Gone With | 
the Wind,” “The Citadel” and 
“r-oadway Melody” have played 
thet long. 

“fetro office alsc reports that the 
pic is doing tremendous biz in 
South Africa, where it has opened 
in Durban and Capetown. In both 
locales, it is racking up 200% of 
normal grossses. 

“Annie” has proven somewhat 
disappointing in the States, where 
it has been outgrossed by. “Father 
of the Bride,” a far less ambitious 


pic. 


Ist Six Romulus Pix 
Finished or In Work 


London, Aug. 22. 

Of the program of 10 British- 
made films announced when John 
Woolf formed Romulus Films and 
his associated outfit, Independent 
Film Distributors, six are already 
on the floor. One already has been 
screened for the trade. 

This is Anthony Havelock-Al- 
len’s “Shadow of the Eagle,” star- 
ring Richard Greene and Valen- 
tina Cortese. Next to be wrapped 
up is “Pandora and the Flying 
Dutchman,” made in association 
with Dorkay Productions. It was 
produced and directed by Albert 
Lewin, with James Mason and Ava 
Gardner in the leads. This will be 
followed by the George Raft- 
Coleen Gray starring vehicle, “I'll 
Get You*For This,” made in asso- 
ciation with Joseph Kaufman. 

The other three are Concannen’s 
production of “She Shall Have 
Mrrder,” starring Derrick de Mar- 
nev and Rosamund John: “Late 
Edwina Black,” with David Farrar 
and Geraldine Fitzgerald, and “The 
Galloping Major,” starring Jimmy 
Hanley and Jeanette Scott. Dis- 
tribution in Britain is via British 
Lion. 


} 
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| century play, “Douglas.” The Old 


New Aussie Air Series 


Sydney, Aug. 18. 
Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion is beaming a series of broad- 
casts for discussion by listening 
groups. 
Aired on Monday evenings, they | 
are “edited” by prominent educa- | 


i 





tors and sub-divided into six 
groups: “Can Psychology Help 
Us?,” “Building the New Austra- 


lia,” “Ourselves and the People of 
Southeast Asia,” “A New Approach 
to International Understanding,” | 
“Some Brave New Worlds” and 
“2,000 A.D.” 





Only Documentary Pix 
At Edinburgh Festival; 
See 250,000 Attendance 


London, Aug. 15. 
More than a quarter of a million 
visitors, including many from the 
U. S., are expected at the Edin- 


burgh Festival which opens next 
Sunday (20), running until Sept. 9. 

Comprehensive program of films, 
drama, ballet and music is being 
linedup. Many major evénts are 
to be broadcast by the British 
Broadcasting Corp. 

As the pictures selected for the 
Festival have to be of a semi- 
documentary character, the field 
for full-length features from Brit- 
ain and U. S. is limited. The 
major British entrant is to be “The 
Wooden Horse,” factual account of 
an escape from a German prison 
camp, while the only pic with an 
American flavor is the Austrian- | 
made “The Titan,” which has been | 
re-edited by Robert Flaherty. Re- | 
mainder of the film program prob- | 
ably will come from France and 
Italy. 

On the drama side, there will be 
four plays, three of which will be 
contributed by the Glasgow Citi- 
zens’ Theatre. The fourth will be 
presented by the Old Vic. The 
Glasgow productions comprise Eric 
Linklater’s “The Atom Doctor”; 
James Bridie’s new play, “The | 
Queen’s Comedy,” and Home’s 18th | 





Vic will stage Ben Johson’s 


“Bartholomew Fair.” 


Three ballet companies will per- 
form at Edinburgh, including the 
Ballet Theatre of New York which 
will present “Fall River Legend” 
and “Fancy Free.”. Second week 
will see performances. by the 
Monte Carlo Ballet. Also there 
will be Spanish dancing by Rosario 
and Antonio. 

The traditional long-hair contri- 
bution will be made by the Glynde- 
bourne Opera Co. with two new 
productions, and a number of 
classical concerts by international- 
ly famous ofchestras. 





‘ b ] . e 
Queen For Day’ in Nice 
Nice, Aug. 15. 
Popularity of the French ver- 
sion of Ray Morgan’s “Queen for 
a Day” (“La Reine D’Un Jour’) was 
evidenced here when almost 1,000 
were turned away from the open 
air Theatre de Verdure where the 
election of a local queen was held. 





Jean Nohain (brother of French 
‘actor Claude Dauphin), who has 
been emceeing the program ever 
‘since Morgan sold its European 
'rights to Radio Luxembourg, has 
|been travelling the show over 
|Europe. Nice is the 68th city on 
|'his tour. The show differs little 
\from the American program. The 
| queen elected here was a Madame 
Lucrece Cottalorda. 





More Foreign Pictures 


For Down Under Dates 


Sydney, Aug. 15. 

Natan Scheinwald, indie foreign 
pix distrib, is building up a top for- 
eign fare locally via a deal with the 
Charles Munro-Maurice Sloman pic 
holdings in Melbourne. In Sydney 
he wil! deal with indie showman 
Peter Dawson at the Savoy. 

Films on Scheinwald’s lineup in- 
clude “The Raven,” “Four Steps in 
Clouds,” “It Happened in Europe,” 
“Germany Year Zero,” “Jericho,” 
and “Carmela.” Scheinwald ex- 
pects to release around 17 foreign 
pix up to end of this year. Foreign 
pictures are copping fairly good 
coin in both Sydney and Melboure. 





All British Cos. 


Bid on ACT Film 


London, Aug. 15. 

With the sole exception of the 
Rank Organization, every major 
British distrib has made a bid for 
the rights to handle the first co- 
operative production undertaken 
by the Assn. of Cinematograph and 
Allied Technicians. The film, 
“Green Grow the Rushes,’ comes 
off the floor at the Associated Brit- 
ish Elstree Studios this week. De- 
cision on distribution will not be 
taken until the Board meeting of 
ACT Films, Ltd., Aug. 21. 


Until British distribution is set, 
no action will be taken to effect 
American release. It is antici- 
pated, however, that the new Wil- 
son-Johnston pact will act as an 
incentive, and may be a substantial 
inducement for a major U. S. deal. 


Although wrapped up in the cur- 


rent controversy regarding a suit- 
able British pic to be selected for 
the Royal Commafid Performance 
Oct. 30, ACT is not proposing to 
submit “Rushes” as a candidate. 
Tentative plans have been set for 
the preem to benefit the benevo- 
lent funds of the six unions in the 
industry. 


SWISS, SWEDEN PRODS. 
ASK GOVERNMENT AID 


Washington, Aug. 22. 
Film producers in Switzerland 
and Sweden are turning the heat 
on their’ governments for assis- 
tance, reports Nathan D. Golden, 
chief of U. S. Commerce Depart- 
ment’s film division. 


In Switzerland, 
comes principally from La 
Praesens-Films S. A., country’s 
largest producer. The drive is for 
extra taxes on imported pictures 
with the money so collected to be 
turned over as subsidy to Swiss 
studios. The Swedes are threaten- 
ing to cut down production en- 
tirely unless there is a reduction 





they would not be adverse to help 
via another way. 


Kungsfilm, 
tion firm, went 
bankruptcy on July 4, and other 
producers threaten to quit unless 
the government shows more in- 
terest. While foreign pictures do 
well in the cities, the domestic 
production is the principal draw 
in the sticks. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 22. 

“Ace of Clubs,” Cambridge (7). 
“Always Aft.,” Garrick (1). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty’s (69). 
“Capt. Carvalio,” St. Jas. (2). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (11). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (16). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Whitehal! (9). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (43), 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (46). 
“Golden City,” Adelphi (10)." 
“Got What Wanted,” Phoenix (1). 
“His Excellency,” Princess (13), 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (15). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndh’m (24), 
“Ice-Capades,” Empress (13). 











Sugerman Rejoins U. 

Harold Sugarman has been taken 
/On by Universal to serve on the 
executive sales staff of Harry | 
Novak, U’s_ Continental chief. | 


“King Rhapsody,” Palace (48). 
“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal (23) 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (23). 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (5). 
“Oklahoma,” Stoll (168). 

“Ring Around Moon,” Gl’be (30) 


the pressure 


of the admissions tax; however, | 


production-distribu- | 
into voluntary a 


Propaganda Plays 


Are Fast Flop, 


So Austrian Reds Try Classics 





Lagar Back to Legit 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 15. 
Spanish legit actor Pedro Lopez 
Lagar, who has devoted himself 
exclusively to film work in Argen- 


tine studios for the least eight 
‘years, opened at the Comico thea- 
jtre, making his reappearance in 
legit for the first time in many 
iyears. Teamed with screen actress 
Fanny Navarro, he appeared in 
“Cervantes en el Neuquen.” 

Lagar is known to have ambi- 
tions towards production later of a 
\translated version of a Jean Paul 
Sartre play. but under local regu- 
‘lations he is obliged to tee off with 
ia work by an Argentine author. 


Budapest Rules Out 
‘Class’ Price Levels 
In Legit Theatres 


Budapest, Aug. 15. 

Changes will be apparent not 
only on the Budapest stage in the 
coming theatrical season, but in 
the auditoriums as well. In an 
intensified drive to make the work- 
ing people of Hungary feel more 
at home in the surroundings of the 
country’s cultural institutions, the 
Ministry of People’s Culture has 
decided to wipe away such rem- 
nants of the bourgeois world as 
fauteuilles, or orchestra seats. 


Henceforth a seat will be called 
a seat. Also, there will be only a 
trifling difference between 
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the 
| price of a seat in the remotest 
| center on the ground floor. Check- 
iroom facilities will be gratis. 

The main objective is to draw 
| more workers to the theatre. Eight 
different combinations of season 
tickets will be available, admitting 
| bearers to four or five of the Buda- 
' pest theatres. Only after the needs 

of the factories and offices have 
| been Satisfied will tickets be 
offered for sale to the general pub- 
lic. Workers enjoy a 40% reduc- 
‘tion in price. The drive to sell 
‘group (club) tickets will be inten- 
sified, with a reduction of 20-30%, 
and making it possible for 10 per- 
sons to purchase a group ticket in- 
stead of the previous requirement 
of 20. 


The Ministry of People’s Culture 
promises to raise the cultural level 
'of the theatre in the coming sea- 
ison, with a higher ratio of 
| Hungarian dramatists represented. 
| The line-up for the 1950-51 season 
|includes: National theatre; Beau- 
|marchais’ “Marriage of Figaro” 
and a new play by a Hungarian, 
Mihaly Foldes, “Speed Cutting”; 
Hungarian theatre, “Voice of 
America” by the Soviet Lavrenyev; 
new work by Eva Mandi, 
| Hungarian, several of whose plays 
| have been produced here, the last 
, one, “Honor;’” Madach theatre, 
|The Horsefly,” by Vojnics, and a 
| play dealing with the peasantry 
| by Imre Sarkadi, both Hungarians; 
Youth theatre, “The Youth of the 
Fathers,” Gorbatov, Soviet: Pio- 
neer theatre, The Soviet 
Mihalkov’s “I Want to Go Home;” 
Gaiety theatre, two Hungarian 
comedies; Budapest Operetta, 
opereetta. about the Army by 
Endre Szekely. 

For the remainder of the sea- 
son it is contemplated to present 
further works of Hungarian and 
Soviet dramatists. Also a number 
of Hungarian and foreign classics 
are lined up, including Shake- 
speare, Dickens, Mikszath, Zsig- 
mond Moricz and Chekhov. 





| 
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Two New Foreign Films Set | 


With the fall season soon getting 
| underway, U. S. distributors of for- 
‘eign films are casting about for 
‘fresh product. Rembrandt Films, 
| headed by ex-newspaperman Wil- 
| liam L. Snyder, has acquired “The 
| Emperor's Nightingale,” while Dis- 
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pe 
{tion venture, “Highly Dangerous,” 


Vienna, Aug. 15. 

The theatre in the Russian-con- 
trolled part of Austria is not being 
used as an instrument ot Commu- 
nist propaganda as would be ex- 
pected. In the Russian-controlled 
city theatres of Baden and St. Pel- 
ten. the two largest houses in East- 
ern Austria, there was not a single 
propaganda play (not even a Soviet 
work) produced during the 1949-50 
season. 

The failure of the Russians to 
use the theatre as a medium of 
|propaganda isn’t because’ they 
| didn’t try, but stems from the pub- 
|lic’s reluctance to, attend socially- 
;conscious offerings. In the first 
|\few years after the war every ef- 
| fort was made to present plays car- 
|rying social messages. Production 
schedules even included plays by 
American playwrights whose works 
criticize capitalism and other 
phases of the American way of life. 
As a result of the poor drawing 
power of this sort of presentation, 
the theatres have been concentrat- 
ing on “neutral” plays—classics, 
Austrian folk works, operettas, 
ete. This policy rules out almost 
'all modern plays. However, “The- 
|atre,” a comedy by one of the so- 
;called “decadent” Western play- 
| wrights, Somerset Maugham, found 
|its way into the city theatre in St. 
| Poelten last season. This was the 
| only modern play put on at either 
of the two theatres last season. 

Offerings during the 1949-50 sea- 
| son at St. Poelten included four op- 
lerettas by Franz Lehar and Em- 
merich Kalman; Goethe’s “Faust,” 
“The Perjurer,” by Ludwig Anzen- 
\gruber (19th century Austrian 
| playwright) and Mauzgham’s “The- 
;atre.” Productions at Baden in- 
,cluded three operettas by Lehar, 
|Zeller and Heuberger; Schiller’s 
“Maria Stewart;” Shakespeare’s 
“As You Like It;” “The Worm of 
| Conscience” and “Of the Sea and 
‘the Waves” by Austrian play- 
|wrights Anzengruber and Grill- 
| parzer, respectively. 


vv 
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RANK TO MAKE UP TO 
20 ANNUALLY: ST. JOHN 


Rank Organization’s annual pro- 
duction program will continue to 
vary between 15 to 20 films, the 
outfit’s production chief, Earl St, 
John, declared in New York Mon- 
day (21) upon arriving on the 
Queen Elizabeth. Bulk of the prod- 
uct, he said, will be quality pic- 
tures with an international appeal. 


St. John noted that although 
Rank contemplates no boost in his 
,own filmmaking, his organization 
has been financing a number of 
independents up to 70% of their 
individual budgets. These indies, 
, he added, promote the balance of 
the necessary funds themselves, 
| with most of the money coming 
| from the government’s Film 
Finance Corp. 


Here on a brief visit, St. John 
| disclosed that he may negotiate a 
| Joint _ production deal with an 
| American company. However, he 
, Pointed out that he didn’t come to 
the U. S. expressly for that pur- 
| pose. His junket is primarily in 
the nature of a vacation. Topper, 
who is accompanied by his wife, 
returns to Britain Aug. 30 without 
journeying to Hollywood. 











Production Lags 
London, Aug. 15. 


The standstill on production by 
the Rank Organization looks to con- 
tinue indefinitely. Apparently the 





bait offered in the government's 
tax subsidy for British production 
IS not regarded as sufficient to 
boost studio activity. The group 
now is completing its sole produe- 


co-starring Margaret Lockwood and 


|Dane Clark. Beyond that, nothing 


is planned for the immediate fu- 
ture, ' ' 

_ Instead, the group will restrict 
its production. activity to giving 
distribution guarantees to selected 
indies. The film-makers still have 














| Sugarman pushes off for Paris over | 
| the weekend for his new job. New-| 
Discina Obtains ‘Manon’ 'ly-name@l exec previously worked | 

Discina International Films has for U from 1941-1949 as foreign | 
acquired U. S. distribution rights department rep at the studio and! 
to the French-made, “Manon,” | head of the company’s overseas 
which stars Cecile Aubry. 16m division. 


Picture was sold by Foremost; For the past 18 months, he has 





- 


Films and producer Paul De-. been distributing Israeli pix in the 
eharme. i U.S. 


“Searulls S by ‘| cina International picked up Mau- 
agulls Sorrento,” Apollo (10).! rice Chevalier’s latest pic, “Ma 


“Touch & Go,” Wales (14). | 


“Traveller's Joy,” Crit’rion (1 15). Pomme.” 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (174). Based upon a Hans Christian An- 
CLOSED LAST WEEK derse; fairy tale, “Nightingale” 


“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (69). 
“Castle in Air,” Savoy (36). 
“Don’t Lose Y’r He’d,” Sav’le (3) 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (81), 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (46), 


; Was made in Czechoslovakia. It’s a 
| full-length color feature using pup- 
. | pets. “Ma Pomme,” according to 
| Discina, will be preemed in N. Y, 
ithis winter. 


to find their own end of the money, 
/part of which frequently comes 
from the Film Finance Corp., and 
also the guarantee of completion. 
‘This method serves a twofold pur- 
pose. Firstly, it insures a guaran- 
,tee of product needed for the 
group to meet its quota obligations 
on its two circuits. Secondly, they 
get revenue from studio rentals, 
,and also keep the lots working. 


ae 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL IS PLAYING TO ALL-. 
TIME HIGHS! SECOND WEEK HEADED TO 
TOP FIRST THAT SET NON-HOLIDAY RECORD. 


For example: 
First day, second week, bigger than 
opening day. Sunday, second week, 
bigger than Sunday, first week. 


FIRST DOZEN DATES OUT-OF-TOWN GREAT 
TOO. THE BIGGEST DOLLARS-AND-CENTS 
| NEWS SINCE “SAMSON AND DELILAH ” 
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starring 


WILLIAM HOLDEN 


«+» as Young Joe Gillis 


GLORIA SWANSON 


«~. as Norma Desmond 


ERICH von STROHEIM 


+++ aS Max von Mayerling 
with 


NANCY OLSON * FRED CLARK 
LLOYD GOUGH * JACK WEBR 
and 


Produced by CHARLES BRACKETT 
Directed by BILLY WILDER 


Written by Charles Brackett, Billy Wild er 
, Marshman, Jr. 





PARAMOUNT HAS THE PRODUCT PAYING OFF BIGGEST TODAY: 
“Sunset Boulevard” —Hal Wallis’ “My Friend Irma Goes West’’—Hal Wallis’ “The 
Furies”: and soon Bob Hope’s “Fancy Pants” (Technicolor)—and “Union Station” 








18 HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY Wednesday, August 23, 1950 





balancing routines and acro spins 
are sold in socko style. 

The Coopers, with close har- 
mony and comedy, slam over “If 


Roxy, N.Y. 
Milton Berle, Sid Gary, Verna 
Raymond, Landre & Verna, Jim 
Wong Troupe (4), Leonard Sues, 


Texaco Men (4), Roxyettes & Es- — ge prone 4 Wt pen os 
corts (16), Paul Ash House Orch; | ¢ wh! Me # oo yy od vou've 
“Stella” (20th), reviewed in Va-| 20° an 


Gone,” coming back to do “Cock- 
tails For Two” a la Spike Jones, all 
socko. Carmen Miranda impresh 
on “I Want My Mama” and closer, 
“Clancy Lowered the Boom,” also 
go over big. ; 

Tulucci’s amazing imitations of 
instruments, ranging from trumpet 
to string bass, are well liked, with 
the lad scoring particularly with 
a takeoff on Rose Murphy and an 
imitation of a jam session. 

Miss Lutcher and her two side- 


RIETY July 19, ’50. 





Milton Berle’s return to the 
Roxy, after nearly three years, is 
once more an occasion for SRO 
signs and lobby-waits in the eve-. 
ning. There’s little doubt that his 
tenure as “Mr. Television” on the 
Texaco Star Theatre has made him 
an even more important b.o. en- 
tity. The Roxy is virtually home 
base to Berle. Arthur Knorr, 
E «ie’s tole director, is producer at 
this house, and combo serves to 
point up the relationship of vaude 
ar vaucco. 

One of the more important ques- | 
tions being raised, even with the| 
heavy opening business at the | “That's A Plenty” and “Alexander's 
Roxy, is to what degree has video} Ragtime Band” for big response. 
inor-ascd his boxoffice value. At} She displays showmanship and gets 
the Carnival ($7,500 plus overages) | 
he was one of the most phenom-|Gone Guy,” drawing biggest ap- 
enal nitery draws in New York. | plause. Bes 
For almost a year, there was hard-| Ray Watkins’ augmented crew 
lv on avai ab’e table. His previous | opens with medley of Irving Berlin 
theatre stands have also been| numbers for nice start and backs 
heavily patronized. So the theory | acts neatly. Reed. 
o* television as an aid to vaude box- 
offices is still an open question. 





| pl 
lers their favorites: “Hurry On 
| Down,” “I Love You, Baby,” “Lov- 
able” and “Fine Brown Frame,” 
going on to really wrap up a fast 


Previous bookings from _ video, Capitol, Wash 
s--') as Ken Murray, Faye Em- Washington, Aug. 20. 
evson, Sid Caesar and Imogene 


| Felix Knight, Roger Ray, Peggy 

Coca didn’t stampede the theatre. | Taylor Trio, Lathrop & Lee; “Night 

Even if Berle plays to capacity |and the City” (20th). 

at every show, the point will still | 

be open to debate. 
This theatre stand also 





brings | and no show-stopper, but four-act 


uy ‘ne print whet can a head-| chow is well integrated. It adds 
liner do to entertain paying Pa- yy to evenly paced pleasant 
trons that he hasn’t already done | yj yge. : 


for free on the ikons. Judging | 
from Berle’s appearance—very lit- | 
tle. Virtually every line and sit- 
uation has already been exhibited 
in two seasons on the Texaco Star 
Theatre and before that in his in- 
person dates. However, there’s 


Top honors go 
Felix Knight. Added to a set of 
pipes well above the house aver- 
age, Knight has a casual, friendly, 
modest manner. Opens with the 
hackneyed “Donkey Serenade,” 


|men top the show handily, with) 
anist-warbler giving the custom-' 


a big hand, with old standby, ‘Real | 


There’s no headline lure here, | 


to Met tenor) 





weekly opening from Fridays to 
Thursdays. Initial evening show 
under new policy saw a full house 
in attendance, plus standees. 


In the opening slot, saxer Stan 
Getz debuts with his new 11l-man 
crew. Outfit consists of three 
Paramount offering leans a bit |rhythm, four reed and four brass. 
heavily on songs, and runs a little | Included in the latter group is a 
‘longer than a- four-acter should. | flugelhorn, a rarity among current 
But acts themselves range from bands. Boys start it rolling with a! 
okay to sock, with Mills Bros. cap-|jumpy “Four Brothers, followed 
| turing latter category. 'by a smooth “Early Autumn.” The 
| Five brothers sing most of their |Three Poms, dusky femme terpers, 
‘recording hits — “Paper Doll,” open slowly but eventually work 
|“Gloria,” and “Daddy’s Little Girl” |into some energetic routines. Two 
‘included. Fine singing, neat ap-|of the gals provide the hoofing, 
| pearance, flashes of humor and while the third comes through 
' complete ease of the act bring sock |with some polished acrobatics. | 
returns. | In the comedy spot, Timmie 

Eddie Fisher, newcomer baritone | Rogers broke up the house via his | 
who recently socked across at the | wild antics. Comic knows his au-| 
Riviera roadhouse, again impresses. |dience and gives them what they | 
|'Youthful singer carries himself |want for sock results. Some of | 
with confidence, and has a warm,;the material is old hat, but that! 
full voice that fills the theatre. Stint | didn’t seem to bother the patrons | 
even brought out a few bobby-/| at show caught Among his best) 
soxer screams. Eddie Cantor pro-! routines was Rogers’ standby of | 
tege does a nice job, capturing | jumping off stage into the orches-| 
some of Cantor’s intonations, on} tra and dancing with one of the) 
“Making Whoopee,” but it’s his femme seatholders. ; |tunes that bring out her basic 
|ballads that are strong. Closer,| Charlie Parker’s string ensem-/ cuteness plus the stylization that’s 
|“The Newspaper Song,” is astrong,| ble, composed of an oboe, bass,| taken her out of the mill-run of 
dramatic bit that could be im-|cello, harp, four fiddles, piano,| singers. Miss Haines, charmingly 
| proved with elimination of a silly | drum and Parker on sax, draws/| garbed, gives variety to her num- 
ending. neat response. Band, which re-| bers with change of pace, from “La 
| Rolffe & Bonnie Pickert, youth- {cently played its inaugural date at; Vie en Rose,” done with sensi- 
| ful dance team, show a good deal Birdland, N. Y., offers “Repeti-| tivity, to “Choo-Choo to Idaho” and 
|of terping ability in their standard tion,” “April in Paris,” “Every-| the w.k. “Old Man Mose.” A beg- 
‘act. They’re still doing their un-|thing Happens to Me” and “What| off speech was necessary at show 
usual jitterbugging on stilts. Al Is This Thing Called Love.” | caught. 
Bernie, working with his wife,| In the closing spot, Sarah| Krupa brings to the Capitol one 
Charlene Russell, fills the comedy | Vaughan delivers her tunes in) of his better combinations. It’s a 
| spot capably. Turn is reviewed snappy, fashion, garnering heavy|crew of mostly youngsters who 
under New Acts. mitting. Gal, however, employs have a feeling for Krupa’s stylings. 

Bobby Byrne orch opens the bill| some vocal tricks that at times/| He offers a series of lively offer- 
with a good instrumental and then aren't too becoming. Nevertheless | ings, each highlighted by his skin 
does a capable backing job on the ‘she’s still a solid attraction, both | beatings. There’s excellent audi- 


Paramount, N. Y. 
Bobby Byrne Orch (15), Rollie 
'& Bonnie Pickert, Eddie Fisher, Al 
‘Bernie with Charlene Russell, Mills 
|Bros. (5); “The Furies” (Par), re- 
‘viewed in VARIETY June 28, ’50. 


Capitol, N. ¥. 

Gene Krupa Orch (17), with Joe 
Tucker; Jack E: Leonard, Connie 
Haines, Park & Clifford; “The Petty 
Girl” (Col), reviewed in current 
issue of VARIETY. 











The Capitol proceedin 
stitute a pleasant session. 
registers heavily, 
Gene Krupa band. 

Probably the strongest item on 
the bill is Jack E. Leonard, the 
portly comic, a funny citizen who 
can appeal simultaneously to the 
hepsters and the squares. Leonard 
makes excellent use of his bulk in 
chatter and movement, and yet his 
dance movements aren’t of the 
elphantine variety. Effectiveness 
of Leonard’s barbs is seen with his 
frequent breakup of the bandsmen, 
There are always lines not in the 
script that knock the sidemen off 
their decorum. Leonard, a repeater 
at this house, draws a heavy mitt 
for maximum returns. 

Another focal point to this dis- 
play is Connie Haines, the petite 
chirp, who hits a jackpot with 


con- 
ch act 
including the 





show. Byrne fronts and emcees as a looker and chirper. Backed | ence values in his drumbeats, and 
nicely. Chan. \by both the Getz and Parker | even the long stretches of melodic 
crews, with the exception of| paradiddles are entertaining. His 


Parker, songstress warbles “I Love | strongest numbers include “Gallop- 


Palace, N. Y. 








no diminution of audience appre- 
ciation. He panics the customers 
and comports himself in a manner 
that not only brings credit to the! 
Borle brand of entertainment, but 
makes every performer on the bill 
wh him look great. 

Berle uses his now familiar en- 
tertainment formula at the Roxy. 
It’s a pattern that brings the ul- 
timate in results. He opens with 
the Jim Wong Troupe (4), the 
Oriental acro-contortionists and 
helps transform that bit from a 


straight athletic turn to a laugh 
session. Per usual he works in and 
out of all the acts. Baritone Sid 


Gary, on his*own in “Without a 
Song” and “Old Man River,” gets 
maximum applause. Berle comes 
un for exit with a bit of gagging 
and blackface imitations. The 
Texaco Men, the quartet from the 
tele show, are used for Berle’s 
intro. 
mit this group to work with him 
in the song-group bit that he’s ex- 
hibited for many years. 

New to his troupe are Verna 
R°vmond, the seven-year old mop- 
pet who made her video debut 
with Berle. She’s a cute young- 
ster who can hold a tune, shows 


Probably time didn’t per- | 


and goes on to the pop revival, 
“Bewitched,” both of which warm 
the galleries for him. Next comes 
“Little David,’ negro spiritual, 
then the original Leoncavallo 
number, in Italian, from 
“You’re Breaking My 
taken. 


Heart” 
Comes back with the Verdi 
aria, “La Donne Mobile,” all of 
which reaps much appreciation 
from seat-holders. 

Roger Ray has a novel comedy 
act in which a xylophone plays 
stooge to his inanities. 
the instrument as prop and as 
background for his gags, most of 
which are delivered in a “con- 
fidential’” manner, 
the xylo. There’s a little bit of 
|everything in the Ray routine, in- 
cluding some softshoe, an acro 
stunt or two, and a takeoff, a la 
‘Red Skelton, of an alcoholic video 
commercial. Payees find latter 
side-splitting. Comic works ef- 
fortlessly for good returns. 


without the breathlessness’ or 
brashness so often seen on this 
stage. 

Peggy Taylor trio gets plenty of 
mitt action with her flashy adagio 


which | 
is | 


He uses | 


leaning over) 


Best 
of all, he keeps things moving | better dog acts, are good in the, to rousing returns. 





. : Guy,” “You’re All I Need,”| ing Comedians” and ‘Bonaparte’s 
Max & His Gang, Derby Wilson, sTendecly” and “Gentleman | Retreat,” latter done with a small 
Jerry Mann, Virginia Lee, Jan priend.” Fronting both orchs, in-| portion of the band in excellent 
Bart, Ken Whitmer, Helen Kane, | cigentally, for the stint, is Miss| dixieland manner. The band vo- 
Edwards & Diane, Don Albert vaughan's husband George Tread-| calist, Joe Tucker, has a powerful 
House Orch; “Beauty on Parade” |.) Show finales with Miss| baritone and an essentially good 
{Col}, reviewed in Variety July yaughan, Getz and Parker taking} voice, but he loses vocal quality 
26, °50. | the spotlight with “Once in ajand sense of diction in attempting 
| While.” |to essay a style that’s apparently 

Current vaude at the Palace is Symphony Sid, WJZ disk jock,| foreign to him. 
nicely balanced, with few weak emcees the proceedings leisurely The bill is completed by Park & 
spots. Singer Helen Kane, the | and in amiable manner. Gros. Clifford, whose hand-to-handing 
“boop-boop-a-doop” girl, is next- ea ae has set a high standard for some 


to-closing with a highly effective 
turn. She exhibits much charm 


and poise in contrast to her high- | 


/pitched, funny voice. 


Doo,” then swings into a plaintive 
\““I Wanna Be Married,” in which 
she uses her trademark. A brace 
of her standards (“Give Me a 


Little Kiss,” “I Wanna Be Loved | 
‘by You,” “You Belong to Me” and | 


“Ma, He’s Makin’ Eyes at Me’’) 
are a solid closer. Singer does 
‘some reminiscing between songs, 
,and a few words of thanks make 
ifor a gracious bowoff. 

Max & His Gang, one of the 


} 


|opening slot. Max puts four ter- 
\riers through the standard back- 
flips, somersaults and leapfrog, 
‘adding some humorous touches, 
for good returns. Colored Derby 


Opens with an okay “Hoop Dee 


Casine. Toronto 


Toronto, Aug. 18. 
Jerry Murad’s Harmonicats, Ray 
English, King Bros., Albert Marson, 
Bob Goodman, Charles Gregory 
Girls (18), Archie Stone House 
Orch; “Tattooed Stranger” (RKO). 





It’s a bouncy bill, excellently 
staged and lighted, that Murray 
Little has assembled for the cur- 
rent neat customer reception. Jerry 
Murad’s harmonica ce ag are 
| the marquee draw on their disclick 
|reputation, but every act gets over 
(Jimmy Val- 
| dare, clown cyclist, was yanked 
| after two performances and re- 
|placed by Albert Marson, trick 
| tenor.) 

and his lads, 


Murad neatly 


wham in 


years. Their tricks are unusual 
'and have a good lustre. The 
always manage to come up wit 
a new trick to retain their audience 
| values. Jose. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 17. 
The Carltons, Visionaires, 83 
Swifts, Al Morgan, Carl Sands Ore 
“My Blue Heaven” (20th). 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 











Present Oriental setup is stand- 
ard family vaude. 

Al Morgan, the headliner, snares 
‘hearty patronage and show-stop- 
|ping returns. Morgan, keyed-up 
| performer who is never motionless, 
|sings and pounds the keyboard, 
teeing off with a fast version of 
“Little Girl’ for nifty returns. He 
‘leans heavily toward reminiscent 
| ballads which comprise “I'm Still 








routine. Her male assistants back- | Wilson, who follows, is a fine tap, dressed in gray suits, | 

ground the dashing Miss Taylor|dancer with neat and imagina-|their “Galloping Comedians” 

and serve as ae in Bi bees ae. A “oe ~ soe. men. A a ng § pay — 

series of pyramids. Pace and style | nounc impressions 0 obinson pounding when they go into their. 4 

are vetlel ond act is always good are solid, and a takeoff of an old terrific diapason effects in “Har-| Kentucky Rage for bpp 

for its share of oohs and ahs. man dancing is a good closer. |monica Boogie” and their “Peg o’ returns. He encores wi o an orig: 

Lathrop & Lee, boy and girl| Comedian Jerry Mann has a My Heart,” two numbers that the inal “‘There’s No Season n ig + 

tapsters, do okay in curtain-rais-|fresh personality and a pleasant disk collectors are waiting for and then for closer teams with a 

ing. Terpers are surefooted and'delivery, but suffers with tired | which have the lads begging off. preven a od ~~ — on ff with 

rhythmic, and well received. material. [ses standard jokes and| King Bros. score on their neat Street Rag.” Morgan ieas ake 

Lowe. |girl as a foil for couple of songs and _ swift balancing for terrific neat trick of playing final chorus 

raneslaitiniiidetatie and self-effacing gags. Virginia hand catches and headstands, plus while a sheet covers the keyboard, 

e Lee’s hand-to-hand work with a|some exciting risley effects; Ray! Opener, the Carltons, is father- 

Steel Pier, A. C. plant from the audience is still a English is over nicely-on his zany son acro act, the youngster barely 

Atlantic City, Aug. 17. ‘top comedy acro act. Plant’s af-| ws and — a ~—_ | oe ae ne * po gee 

: : | mbar >k- | colored tenor, has no trouble with | stage acumen, a ‘ orso, ¢ 

o teen Toy k Wing, "her hanes hwo Pate eget ong pane his ballads and_ spirituals with, gymnastic ability that’s astounding. 

& Marimba Queens, John McCon- acting and near-perfect timing. those falsetto finales, Vocal quartet, the Visionaires, is 
nell House Orch (16); 
Avengers” (Rep). 


up well in the terp dept., and 
banters with Berle. Ballroomers 
Landre & Verna similarly get top 
applause from a well-executed terp 
turn. They impress with lifts, 
spins and high grade of dancing 
before Berle chimes in for the com- 
edv takeover. 

“eonard Sues, who’s interchange- 
ah'e with harmonica player Stan 
Fisher in Berle’s scheme of stage 
appearances, plays a flashy trumpet 
to register with the payees. Berle’s 
clowning with Sues also hits the 
apylause jackpot. 

There’s little doubt that the 
comic dispenses in-person enter- 
tainment to the complete satisfac- 
tion of the customers. He’s an ex- 


but | Without A Sweetheart,” “Tell Me,” 
“Have You Ever Been Lonely,” 
and “Rock Me To Sleep In My Old 








“ Linegirls add to the in-toto gaiety comprised of three lads and brunet 
The | oan Ba (Mle oily deus |with a brilliantly staged opening! chirper who acquit themselves 





cellent performer who knows how 
to get the most out of his own 
brand of miming and pick up the 
level of performance from his col- 
leagues. More important to the 
theatre is the fact that Berle looks 
like he’ll give the theatre one o 
the more profitable weeks in many 
months. The Roxy staff has 
dressed up the show with a pair 
of numbers by the house line and 
the Paul Ash orch showhacks ¢ca- 
pably. The ice displays are out 
for this two-week run. Jose, 





Palomar. Seattle 
Seattle, Aug. 17. 
Hudson & Sharee, Cooper Sisters 
(2), Johnny Tulucci, Nellie Lutch- 
er Co. (3), Ray Watkins House 
Orch (8); “Peggy” (UI). 





A good show all the way. 

Headline act, Nellie Lutcher, 
backed by string bass and drums, 
is pushed for honors by the Coop- 
er Sisters and photogenic adagio 
team of Hudson and Sharee. 


Johnny Tulucci emcees and 


brings on Hudson and Sharee first. | 


Young pair have a fast, expert 
acro-adagio turn that clicks from 


the first spin. Girl is a looker, and ' 





Mindy Carson, pert songstress, 
and trigger-quick comic Artie 
Dann co-star on bill of five acts 
here. Dann doubles as m.c., sets 





f| mood for bright, peppy show by 


| kidding his big beak, then brings 
;on Parker Bros., 
ifor well-received bit of tumbling. 
| Toy and Wing click in their 
|change-of-pace dance act. They 
start with quasi-Oriental dance, but 


act with toe-dancing stunt, while 
Wing executes some difficult taps. 

Dann takes over next and pours 
the gags on without letup. He 
| pokes fun at his schnoz, singing 
| parodies of several songs kidding 
his nasal appendage. Returns for 
impersonations of Jolson, Jessel, 
Cantor, ‘and—of course—Durante. 
Bows off to heavy applause. 

Miss Carson, simply but impres- 
‘sively gowned, does four numbers, 
three in fast tempo, and is called 
| back for two more, Audience reac- 
| tion was strong. 
| Reg Kehoe and his Marimba 
| Queens close show with four selec- 





instruments. Well-received. 


acrobatic pair, | 


switch to reminiscence of George | 
M. Cohan days. Miss Toy tops off | 


tenor. He’s helped with some ex- 
cellent lighting that’s worked in to 
.fit mood of songs. His operatic 
‘aria closer, which he could do 
‘more of, is excellent. ~ 
| Ken -Whitmer’s versatility on 
‘musical instruments, use of un- 
usual props and dry presentation 
‘are good for laughs. Former Paul 
Whiteman sideman’s impressions 
of Dorsey Bros., Benny Goodman 
and Harry James on their respec- 
tive instruments are okay. 
Edwards & Diane, ballroomers, 
work smoothly in the closing slot 
with some fine lifts and turns, but 
they over-dramatize a bit. Don 
Albert house orch does a fine 





| backing job, per usual. Chan. 
Apelle. N. Y. 


‘Orch (11), Timmie Rogers, Stan 
|Getz Orch (11), Symphony Sid, 3 
Poms; “Mary Ryan, Detective” 
| Having undergone a four-week 
| facelifting, Harlem’s vaude show- 
‘case reopened last Thursday (17) 
‘with a bangup show. Besides 





also. switched the 


Sarah Vaughan, Charlie Parker | eo 


| production number on a heat wave 
| travesty in which they do a vice- 
/mannered strip to their “Too Darn 
| Hot” routine, complete with slow- 
timed rhythmics and then a fast 
tap finish. 
| As singing m.c. throughout, Bob 
|Goodman gets the proceedings off 
,to a nice start, with neat femme 
/vocal assists from Dini Courtney 
/and Belle Guiller. Line is back for 
|a garden scene finale notable for 
its tasteful costuming and staging. 
| Whole bill maintains the high en- 
| tertainment standard the house has 
been setting during past several 
| months. McStay. 


Perkins Sells Out 


St. Louis, Aug. 22. 


Ex-performer Johnny Perkins, 
co-owner with Roy Bruder, former- 
\ly of Chicago, of the Playdium, 
East St. Louis amusement center, 
\last week disposed of the spot, 
|with Bruder, to David Katz, St. 
— former owner of a trucking 
ne. 
| Perkins has been ill for several 
years and recently underwent an 





|tions on a collection of marimba primping the house, the Apollo’s operation for amputation of his 
imanagement 


‘right leg. 


nicely on “Ain't Misbehavin’,” 
“Are You Havin’ Any Fun” and 
_comic version of “By Jingo.” Group 
| has perky approach and uses some 
comicing for closer, doing effec- 
| tive takeoffs on Hildegarde, Bette 
| Davis, Al Jolson, and the Ink Spots 
for good plaudits. Juggling trio, 
the Swifts, employ comedy with 
some deft clubwork. 

| Carl Sands orch backs nicely 
/with maestro handling m.c.ing in 
good fashion. Mel. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Aug. 20. 
DeCastro Sisters (3), Jack 
Prince, Harry Martin, Cerneys (2), 
Brani, Valenti & Pioldi, Les Rhode 
House Orch; “Bright Leaf” (WB). 





Current layout is highly satisfy- 
ing, accent being on music. ; 

Topliners are the DeCastro Sis- 
ters, faves in this house, who re- 
turn with basically the same in- 
gredients composed of Americano 
and Latino specials that click with 
the regulars here. Coiffed in a 
still too varnished fashion, and 
coutouriered in too-high style for 
the comedy routines they essay, 





(Continued on page 55) 
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Produced by ROBERT SPARKS. 
Direeted by NICHOLAS RAY 
Screenplay by EDITH SOMMER 
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The rare and racy adventures of a 
female savage in a jungie of intrigue! 


MORE CUSTOMERS 


FOR YOU!...Sold through 
striking full-page ads in 42,697,- 
915 COPIES of national maga- 
zines!... TWO FULL-PAGE 
INSERTIONS each in LIFE, 
LOOK, COLLIER’S, SAT- 
URDAY EVENING POST... 
Full pages in COSMOPOLI- 
TAN, REDBOOK and fan 


magazines, 








BOOK THE INDUSTRY SHORT FOR DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS — “ON STAGE EVERYBODY” 
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‘of a household. He’s Milquetoast- 
‘ish at times, but bitterly speaks 
his mind under pressure of events. 
‘Massimo Girotti, his Army-officer 
son, also contributes a good per- 
| formance. Other cast .members 
are first-rate as is the cgmerawork 
of Carlo Montuori. Gilb 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Sex is apparently still here to stay in film advertising. Copy for 
/Stanley Kramer’s “The Men” is being switched to contain more of 
that ingredient following experience at the Centre theatre, Salt Lake 
* .| City, where the pic has had a great engagement and earned a hold- 
over this week. Exhib changed the ads on the film (which is about 
paraplegic war vets) to get more sex into them. Results are so good 








Film Reviews 


Continued from page 8 


When You’re Smiling 
that various sequences can 
scissored out, edited and sold as 
shorts fore television. 


mankind’s 
that unless | 
atomic bomb production ceases by pr 


, destruction, not for 
| benefit. He warns 





| noon the following Sunday (the let- 
‘ter is received on the Monday. 


The story framework is exceed- 
ingly slight. It’s about a Texan 
who comes to Hollywood to learn 
the music business and winds up 
with a recording contract. Jerome 
Courtland looks ill at ease as the 
embryo singer, while Lola Al- 
bright registers nicely as_ the 
femme lead. Other parts are ably 
essayed by Margo Woode, Jerome 
Cowan and Collette Lyons. Rest 
of the cast comprises the record- 
ing names, who provide a degree 
of entertainment in individual 
sequences, but unimaginative stag- 
ing hampers the overall effect. 

Producer Jonie Taps, vet of the 
music industry, has kept the yarn 
centering about the disk biz, with 
authentic atmosphere. He shows 
an astuteness in coupling the juke- | 
box names with appropriate num-) 
bers, and has apparently taken the 
line that the singers who have 
been luring nickels into the auto- 
matic phonos of this country will 
probably be enticed into the thea- 
tre by these names on a marquee. 
Under Joseph Santtey’s direction, 
story is subsidiary to the exhibi- 
tion of the singers. Jose. 


| morning), he will, himself, blow up 
-all of London with a bomb he has 
| stolen. _ 
to the crucial Sunday noon, and in 
that time Scotland Yard, military 
| intelligence, and the whole of the 
nation is involved in the biggest 
manhunt of all times, conducted 
with all the detail of a major mili- 
tary operation. The Prime Minister 
broadcasts to the nation, total evac- 
uation is ordered and the deserted 
city is searched house by house un- 
til the scientist is eventually caught 
a few minutes before noon. 


The manhunt is loaded with sus- 
pense. The incidental matter is 
logically handled, providing a host 
of opportunities for fine detailed 
characterizations. 


Barry Jones’ interpretation of 
the scientist is intelligent. His 
clearly defined portrait of the man | 
no-one understands is a moving 
piece of acting. Principal female 
role, which is generously filled with 
comedy lines, is taken by Olive} 
Sloane. She plays a former show- | 
girl with rare gusto. Andre Morell | 
has a typical role as the Scotland | 


| Yard detective, and there is a solid | 


Shakedown 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 


Universal release of Ted Richmond pro- 


duction. Stars Howard -Duff, Brian Don- 
levy, Peggy Dow, Lawrence Tierney, 
Bruce Bennett, Anne Vernon. Directed 


by Joe Peyney. Screenplay, Alfred Lewis 
Levitt, Martiné Goldsmith; story, Nat Dal- 
linger, Don Martin; camera, Irving Glass- 
berg; editor, Milton Carruth. Previewed 


piece of acting by Ronald Adam as 
the Prime Minister. 

The actors are aided by a first- 
rate script. Dialog is consistently | 
pithy, with few chances for laughs } 
overlooked, despite the seriousness | 
of the theme. Production and edit- | 
ing by Roy Boulting and direction | 
by John Boulting reach a good) 





Big Backlog 


Continued from page 7 


This leaves exactly seven days sult of that is longer runs and a 
with the 


slowdown on releases, 
backlog thus being built up. 


| On the other end, with a rise in 


production costs in view as materi- 
als and labor get scarcer, Holly- 


wood will undoubtedly take the 
prudent course of making as many 
pix as possible before substantial 
budget rises become mandatory. As 
a matter of fact, if the b.o. picks 
up measurably, the lots will be in 
a very good position if they do no 
more than stick to present sched- 
ules. That’s because most studios 
have already kicked up production 
quantity to hold down overhead 
per pic and to meet exhib demand 
for quicker turnover in light of 
poor grosses registered during the 
past year. Normal move by the 
studios, if the b.o. does show a 
sharp lift, would be to start cut- 
ting back on production to hold the 
backlog to a reasonable level. 

Difficulty, of course, is in know- 
ing what is a reasonable level. That 
takes a combination of the Krem- 
lin and Nostradamus. If the war 
situation is going to cause costs to 
hike for two, three or more years, 
it’s naturally profitable to pile as 
many films into the backlog as pos- 
sible. 





that United Artists, the distribs, are sending photo copies of the ads 
with pressbooks for other engagements. 
| Despite the fact “The Men” is figured to have suffered somewhat 


/because it was released just as the Korean war struck, the first 20 
dates which the pic has played so far have been running consistently 


|“Home of the Brave” and “The Champion.” 
Single exception, where run was be- 


and moveovers in many dates. 
low average, was San Francisco. 


/better in grosses than either of Kramer’s two previous successes, 


It has earned holdovers 


Since the city is the embarkation 


point for outgoing Pacific troops and unloading point for dead and 
injured returning from Korea, grim atmosphere prevails which is be- 
lieved to have been particularly damaging to a film about the last 


war’s injured. 





'up surprising grosses. 
more than $10,000 in film rental. 


While 20th-Fox’s “No Way Out” has proved somewhat disappointing 
'in its current preem engagement at the Rivoli, N. Y., 
previous pic on a Negro prejudice theme, “Pinky,” 
Last week, 


the company’s 
continues to roll 
its 40th in release, it garnered 
It has about $3,900,000 in the till 


now from domestic release and is expected to get a total of close to 
| $4,000,000, which would make it by, far the top grosser of the four pre- 
| vious Negro-themed pix—‘“Home of the Brave,” “Lost Boundaries,” 
|“Intruder in the Dust” and “The Jackie Robinson Story.” 

| One of the difficulties of this type of message pic is that it does not 


| play as many contracts as other top-grossers. 


“Pinky,” for instance, 


now has played about 12,000 engagements and may get a total of 


| 14,000. 


The same distrib’s ““Mr. Belvedere Goes to College,” released 


somewhat longer, has 15,000 and will get a total of about 17,000. 
| That’s because the lighter fare gets many repeat dates that the Negro 
pix do not, plus the fact that some few houses in the south skip this 


type product. 


On the other hand, “Pinky” is getting a higher average 


rental per theatre than “Belvedere” and pix of the latter ilk. 





Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers has prepared and 


is now circulating a basic text on the science of color motion pictures. 
The 72-page book, titled “Principles of Color Sensitometry,” deals at 
,length with instruments available for use in color research and for 


| 


| quality control in the practical use of the tinting processes now widely 


‘employed in the industry. Text is a product of collaboration among 








, ; : nd, if the inter- rete! : , regis: : 
oe r > Bevenemedoegen Teowees’ pur Standard of craftsmanship. ‘ou/fjy Be glnerndlg rw toad and the W-K. technicians in the color pix and photographic circles, including 
Nick Palmer.....+...+++- Brian Donlevy —_——_— | modiatets ononeney Gapeeee 06 6 mete H. E. Bragg, J. G. Frayne, A. M. Gundelfinger, C. R. Keith,  €. 
10 Mgguemapatateseehe Fog he : | basis. a big backlog could | Misener, H. W. Moyse, S. P. Solow, M. H, Sweet, J. P. Weiss, J. A. 
David Glover..cccersess. Bruce Bennett Difficult Years ihe die E wi “it »A ht wrel mean | Widener and F: C. Williams. 
ae Gelert Stapleton ‘Kent | Co a the Sudden. af auton -budaniad | te 
BR. cnsccvcc ccs ceteaseics ce, ae (ITALIAN) jtne fe oo sini —_— cet 8 Contrary to usual sales procedure, Metro is grooving its “Next Voice 
Ricca tc cxanpa pana Charles Sherlock | Lopert Films release of Briguglio Films P!X On a declining market. | You Hear” and “Stars in My Crown” into a flock of. small-city dates 


(Faleo Laudati) production. Stars Umberto | 





That’s exactly what happened in 





ssbvet s ’ ; 7 lips 4 ” | before moving the duo into the big key deluxers. It’s felt that their 

“Shakedown” shapes up as a Luigi Zampe- Berseagiag. Sergio Awtdel | 1947 and 1948—with the results all | gipject satier will benefit most vs mee smalltown buildup which 
fairly interesting melodrama, with {italiano Brancati, Franco Evangelisti, too clearly indicated on the ma-/ wij] generate lots of word of mouth and advance audience penetra- ' 
some action to help it along, Envico Fulchignoni, from novel by Bran-| jors’ profit-and-loss accounts. Pix | 


: | tion. 
made and stockpiled during the |tnpe yy 


peak cost days of °45, 46 and '47 | 


eati; camera, Carlo Montuori; music, | 
Franco Casavola; narrator, John Garfield; 
English commentary, Arthur Miller. Pre- 


Sole exception to the policy was taken when “Voice” was set at 


There’s not much audience sym- usic Hall, N. Y., last month in a pre-release booking. 


pathy for the characters, but for 





the general double bill market it 
serves its purpose. 


Plot spins the rise of Howard 
Duff from amateur photographer 
to top of the profession and details 
how his lack ef regard for others 
leaves a string of enemies and 
eventually proves his downfall. 
Along the path upwards, Duff uses 
Peggy Dow, another fotog, to gain 
a good position on her paper. 
Other enemies include Bruce Ben- 
nett, the publisher who loves Miss 
Dow; Brian Donlevy and Lawrence 
Tierney, gangsters whom he pits 
against each other to gain his own 
ends, and Anne Vernon, Donlevy’s 
wife. Duff finally is killed after his 
greedy ambition goes too far. 

Players do well under Joe Pev- 
ney’s direction of the Alfred Lewis 
Levitt-Martin Goldsmith script, 
taken from a story by Nat Dallin- 
ger and Don Martin. His hand is 
evident in the guidance of Miss 


Dow. Duff turns in his customary Italy’s citizens were to the evils) 
of fascism. The majority followed | 
evy, Bruce Bennett and Lawrence Mussolini’s fanatical exhortations | 


ood performance, and Brian Don- 


Tierney are eapable. Anne Vernon 
pleases in her film debut. 


viewed N. Y., Aug. 17, ’50. 
90 MINS. 


Aldo Piscitello......... Umberto Spadaro 
ENN 5:00 400 4504:600-50% Massimo Girotti 
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ere .. Odette Bedogni 
Grandpa..............Ernesto Almirante 
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(In Italian; English Titles) 
“Difficult Years,” an Italian im- 


port of Lopert Films, mirrors the | 


rise and fall of Italian fascism by 
illustrating its impact upon a 
Sicilian family of modest means. 
Encompassing the decade preced- 
_ing the end of World War II, the 
pictorial study is of sound interest 
‘to adult filmgoers and represents 
,equally sound boxoffice in art 
, houses. 


and promises in sheep-like obedi- 
ence, the picture points out. Those 


Running time, | 


Di Stefano Bros. | 


| Film shows how blind most of | 


that would no longer support such 


extravagances. Profits took a 
tumble. 

To add to their troubles, most 
|companies during the big b.o. 


| ing their best product and pushing 
the poorer stuff into a vault behind 
|them. By the beginning of last 
year this process had finally caught 
up with them and in a necessitated 


| skeletons out of their closets. Thus 
| amortization tables began to work 
on product that was not only made 
| at top cost, but that was generally 
| poor to boot. Result in light of 
| 1949 market conditions was losses 
or comparatively slim profits for 
most companies. 

At the same time, by the begin- 
ining of of 1949 the industry had 
been through a vear-and-a-half of 
economizing and budgets had some 


| down considerably. So while 


|Shelves were being unloaded to | 


Ted Richmond’s production su- who differed did so clandestinely. | their low point in a number of 


pervision manages neat values for 
the budget, and lensing by Irving 
Glassberg aids the actionful mo- 
ments. Neal 


Seven Days to Noon 
(BRITISH) 
London, Aug. 15. 


British Lion release of London Films- 
Boulting Bros. production. Features 
Barry Jones, Olive Sloan, Andre Morell. 
Directed by John Boulti Screenplay, 
Frank Harvey, Roy Boulting; camera. 
Gilbert Taylor; editor, Roy Boulting. At 
Rialto, London. Running time, 94 MINS. 
Professor Willingdon rry Jones 
MOOD 5 40055.54.0 or neees beebe Olive Sloane 
Superintendent Folland... Andre Morell 
Ann Willingdon Sheila Manahan 
Stephen Lane Hugh Cross 
Mrs. Pecket Joan Hickson 


ee ee ee 





Defects of fascism are admir- 
ably explained by the actions of 
the picture’s characters. Their 
movements and attitudes are bril- 
liantly interpreted by a fine cast, 
‘and the excellent direction of 
,Luigi Zampa serves to heighten 
the players’ performances. Use of 
what appear to be natural back- 
grounds of Sicily as well as an oc- 
casional newsreel clip of war 


etfect. 
| Carrying the theme of the film 


\ils government clerk Umberto Spa- , 


daro. He has no interest in 
politics but is forced to join the 
Fascist party to hold his job and 
sup 


porter). Ironically, when the 


scenes helps give a documentary | 


| years, by late fall the wheels had 


| Started to build up slowly. The 
| process has been accelerating 
| through this current spring and 
‘summer. While stockpiles 


| far, as has been pointed out, is at 


| least partially in the hands of | 


‘Uncle Joe. 


'é Reade 











| prepared to follow the Reade suit 


Ronald Adam please his wife (an avid Fascist | if it proved successful. 


| Young Reade himself was prep- 


A tense and topical theme is the Allied Military Government moves ping extension of the scheme to 


main ingredient of this new Brit- 
ish-made Boulting Bros. produc- 
tion. Story values, 
qualities and forceful characteriza- 
tions take precedence over star 
names. 
film will have to overcome are 
complete 
names' for both the British and 
American markets. Powerful ex- 
ploitation, however, may make this 
a big grosser on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

Much of the pic has been lensed 
on location in the London area. 
Many notable tourist spots are 
done from an unusual angle, and 
contribute towards establishing an 
authentic, dramatic atmosphere. 
Focal point of the plot is an ulti- 
matum sent to the Prime Minister 


who becomes mentally deranged 


The major handicaps this ' 


lack of big marquee 


in after 


fingered as a 


‘mayor. + 
P In the early stages of the pic- 
u 
attempts to explain the signifi- 
cance of some of the sequences. 
For the most part, these sound- 
track interludes are unnecessary 
since the import of the film is 
easy to follow visually. Arthur 
Miller wrote the commentary. Ob- 
viously the names of Garfield and 
Miller are intended to stimulate 
audience interest. However, this 
entry packs ample strength of its 
own. 


| Acting of the principals as well 
as the supporting players falls 


realism. Spadaro etches a fine 


vas the advantage of the promo- 
| tional campaign already under- 
‘taken for the ozoner. However, 


| Was likewise too little enthusiasm 
| for the charge idea in the standard 


house as there was in the drive-in, 


so it was never extended to the | 


| Majestic. 


| Reade feels the plan misfired be- | 
/ cause people don’t like having. 


/small amounts hanging over their 
| heads except for absolute neces- 
sities. He thinks that while they 
/have no objection to indebting 
| themselves $350 for a television set 


, or $2,000 for a car or $10,000 for a | 
of England by an atom scientist into the familiar Italian school of | house, they don't like to owe $3.50. 


‘or $6.20 for what they consider a 


because his work is being used for portrayal as the middle-aged head , luxury item, 


went into amortization on a market 


years of 1946 and 1947 were releas- | 


are | 
| bound to go up, how fast and how | 


| 
Drops | 
Continued from page 3 


| department cocktail party for the | 





Theatre Owners of America is keeping its exhib members up to date 


on significant suits brought in the industry by inaugurating a series of 
bulletins which digest actions and break down the allegations into 


| layman language. 


| 


Bulletins are put out under the signature of Her- 
man M. Levy, TOA’s general counsel. 
| week takes apart anti-trust suit of several Pennsylvania poster outfits 
against National Screen Service and the eight majors. 


First digest circularized this 





Historical aspects of Warners’ “50 Years Before Your Fyes” were 
| praised by Sen. Edward Martin (R.-Pa.) in a recent issue of the Con- 


| gressional Record. 
| visual education in Americanism.” 


He termed the picture a “brilliant example of 


Comments of the lawmaker marks 


hurry they began dumping the/the second time the film was mentioned in the Record, and reportedly 


is the first time that any picture has had commendation from both 


/houses of Congress. 


original running time. 
Saturday (19). 








. 


“The Original Sin,” German-made, which ran 105 minutes when 
reviewed in Variety from Darmstadt, Germany, passed by the U. S. 
Customs and N. Y. State Board of Censors intact, thus retaining its 
Pic opened at the 55th St. Playhouse, N. Y., 





Television has provided a windfall for members of the Screen Car- 
toonists Guild, approximately 100 of whom are turning out video ani- 
/mations for soap, soup, biscuits and whatnot. 


Many of the animators 


'formerly worked for Walt Disney, Metro, Warners and Walter Lantz. 





Producers of oaters and whodunits are passing up $2.50 books in 
_favor of two-bit paperback stories as a source of film material. 
_ begun to grind again and stocks | 


Film- 


makers have discovered that expensive books sell slowly while paper- 


back tales have a quick circulation, meaning a bigger potential audi- 


,ence for the screen versions. 











eon for the tradepress. 
acted as host yesterday (Tues.)) at 
a luncheon to meet. RKO execs. 
Phil Reisman will run a foreign 


'duo today (Wed.) preceded by a 
feed for mag editors and staffs. 


| Wald told luncheoners Monday 


the war’s end, he is his Majestic in Perth Amboy, since | that he hoped the unit’s secret of 


dyed-in-the-wool | this is near, Woodbridge and there | Success in turning out the expected 
production Fascist by the town’s unscrupulous | w 


| volume of pix would be in careful 


~ Wald-Krasna Meet Depinet 


Continued from page 5 
Depinet | Theatre at La Jolla, Cal., of which 





he is board chairman. Each of the 
players would contribute his or 
her services in part, with a portion 


| of the profits going to the theatre. 


Stars active in the experimental 
“oast legiter include Joan Fon- 


| taine, Deborah Kerr, Gene Kelly, 


| Henry 


| 


timetabling of operations. Aim will | 
| be to have story, director, pro-| 


re, the voice of John Garfield | some querying proved that there | @ucer and stars all ready to begin 


| Shooting at the same time so 
| there'd be no costly non-working 
| delays, 

} 
| employing as many of his creative 
people as possible on a royalty 
basis, Wald remarked: “No one 
can get burnt sharing profits.” He 
is counting on the scheme to pro- 
vide an incentive for both better 
quality and faster work. 

| Producer said he aimed to get a 
showmanship angle into each of 
his productions. He cited as an 
example a plan to use many of the 
j stars participating in the Actors 


Fonda, Paulette Goddard, 
Gregory Peck, Charles Boyer and 
Dorothy MeGuire. Production set- 
up would be somewhat similar to 
that under which Sol Lesser made 
“Stage Door Canteen” during the 
last war. 


W-K, incidentally, is also plan- 


ning another along that line. It 


| will be about the USO-Camp Show 


Going further into his plan for tours of the war and star many 


|of the players who took part in 


overseas troop entertainment. W-K 
have bought from the John Phillip 
Sousa estate the title “Stars and 
Stripes” for the pic. Label is that 
of the w.k. march written by Sousa. 

Wald, during his talk Monday, 
paid tribute to his former boss, 
Jack L. Warner, as an instructor 
in filmmaking. He named as other 
Warner Bros. alumni Darryl F. 
Zanuck and Hal Wallis. 
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.- A TALE OF CITIES... 
and more...and more to come!!! 
SPRINGFIELD— 
MONTREAL — 
: 2 
Third smash na ee 
, holdover week! 

* WORCESTER, MASS.— NEW HAVEN— 
* Biggest of any Boxoffice biggest in months! 
; UA picture ever! 
PITTSBURGH — 
: Wow results a 
) for extended i * BAITIMORE— 
: playing time!£* Extra good! 
) LOS ANGELES — 
Top returns! 
. PHILADELPHIA— 
; Bang-up 

grosses! 

: swan PAUL HENREID 
a P with CATHERINE McLEOD - GRACE COPPIN 
de CECIL CLOVELLY and introducing ANNE FRANCIS 
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Selznick-UA Attachment 
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Leon Brandt Heads ELC 
Flackery as Gross Exits 


| Dugl supervision of Eagle Lion 
new management of its plans, poli- funds, some indies, notably Edward | Classic's ad-pub department ends 


cies and financial status. Kramer| Small, have in the past tried to ¢atly in September when Syd 
will have “Cyrano,” his most ex-| puild a protective fence in their | Gross leaves the company. Leon 
pensive production to date (almost 


Wednesday, August 23, 1950 


Star Tours Help B.0. | 


Continued from page 3 


sufficient for a name player to} Hussey, Charles Coburn, Spring 
make a small speech from the| Byington and Piper Laurie tub- 
stage of a key city theatre in con-|thumping for “Louisa.” Group 






































contracts. They asked that their | Brandt, who served as ad-pub chief 
$1,000.000), ready for release be- 
fore Christmas and he wants to 


have full facts before turning it! 


over to the company. 
Kramer Anxious 





/coin be segregated into their own 


accounts. UA has had no objec- 
tion except the one of practical dif- 
ficulty, since it would involve much 


| opening of dozens of special bank 


for Eagle Lion prior to its at- 
| tempted merger with Film Classics, 
| will continue as sole head of ELC’s 
‘flackery. In the past couple of 
months, Brandt shared supervision 
{with Gross, who came over from 


nection with a preem of his latest 
picture, the majors are now getting 
their stars out to meet the public 
face-to-face in any way possible. 
In addition, while emphasis is still 
placed on key-city appearances on 


started as a unit when the film 
preemed at the Chicago theatre 
Chi, and then split to hit 26 key 
cities. Joel McCrea, Ann Blyth 
and six featured players are sched- 
uled to hit Denver this week in 





Like all the other producers, , accounts. 'FC along with a number of other | the theory that the resultant pub-| advance of the preem next Tuesday 
Kramer has been anxious ever| In the case of Small a few years | execs. licity will penetrate to smaller | (29) of U’s “Saddle Tramp.” Par- r 
since the new regime came in to} ago, UA said it was willing to seg-| Gross is dickering for another towns, several of the companies! amount has Charlton Heston out : 


are routing their stars through the 


et a fill-in on detail. There has ; ret i stry spot. reviously |to meet th ublic and put in ; 
Gece considerable heat aroused by | "esate his money at the source, but ~e sg med “ a Priog sticks as well. Besides plugging! pitch for his ares sletuie. “Dark 
refusal of the group headed by | it would then not be in a position 49 that stint, Gross handled pub-| their own pictures or companies, City.” Arlene Dahl and Harry 
owner Mary Pickford and board | to advance him coin for prints andj licity for the Rivoli theatre, | ™@"Y of the name players are put-| Ruby just returned to the Coast 
chairman Paul V. McNutt to impart | advertising, as was customary but. Broadway showcase. ting in a general pitch for the en-/| after plugging “Three Little 

















the desired info. merely a courtesy. Since this With a flock of product in the tire industry. Paramount, for e€x- | Words” for Metro in a number of { 
Miss Pickford has contacted | would mean an outlay of $100,000 hopper for early release by ELC, ample, had Henry Wilcoxon follow key city openings, and Miss Dar- ; 
Kramer and other producers on; or more by the producer prior to | understood that the company ex- that line bon connection ae nell has returned to Hollywood 
the Coast and asked them, on a/| release of a picture, Small dropped pects to expand its pub-ad dept. tour on “Samson and Delilah,” | after her stint in N. Y. for “No 
‘ ot tenets } >| tl hole idea while Gloria Swanson did the same} Way Out.” Burt Lancaster recent- 
personal basis, to give the new 1e whole idea. »| for the company’s current “Sunset | ly ; ot” aa . 
ruling quadrumvirate time to get} Selznick’s attachment was placed [7 _ ‘i Boulevard.” es elai aes te — ; ly wound a tour for arners 
cog Rea ° ' . wallet ais } oulevard,” in which she is starred. | “Flame and the Arrow. 
its house in order. Some have! on accounts in the Guaranty and é * 9 ® . Sublicity pavoff for tl aenal : ] 
acceded so far, while others, such| Bankers Trust companies, N. Y. n air istribs | Publicity payoff for the personals| Recent boost in Hollywood pro- ) 
as Harry Popkin and Joseph Just-| Action was an outgrowth of the Conttednn ‘ts . if| in some instances has been more} duction activity, incidentally, 
man, have refused to deliver pic-/ three-year old dispute resulting . rom page than a company could get by stag-| means the majors must set their “4 
tures. They have been awaiting | from DOS’s breakaway as a UA that some concrete step must be | ing the usual gala preem for.a OW | anes in ndivenad te make certain \ 
arrival on the Coast of McNutt, | stockholder in 1947. taken, whether it be the labelling | Picture. Thus, 20th-Fox received | Pe . 
4 ‘f . . . j “oo 2 2 ewee Pr enan ar . > # oe ] 
prexy Frank McNamee and secre- Claim for $146.000 is based on an device or something else, to satis- | more free newspaper space in the the stars are available. Metro, for 
tary Max Kravetz. Continued post-| ...ounting made following the fy the demands of the smaller metropolitan New York dailies last} example, had plans for Lana Tur- 


ponement of the group’s departure 


bustup, when Vanguard, a Selznick 


members. The claim of the latter 


week for having Linda Darnell sell 


ner to hit the road to ballyhoo her 











for California is in part back of| (oi nany claimed it was owed/is that many will be forced out of tickets at the Rivoli, N. Y., boxof- | latest film, “A Life of Her Own.” 

Kramer's determination to come $5300 end UA maintained the Dusiness unless they can win some fice for the opener of “No Way | Star, however, was forced to begin 

east. situation was reversed and Van-| relief in the way of far broader Out’ than it has obtained with most | work immediately in ‘Mr. Imperi- 
Most of the producers have had ouard owed it $60.000. Funds in-| USe of flat terms. of its recent formalized preems.| um,” and so M-G was forced to 

ther attorneys going over ene See volved were earnings and funds set It is now being widely charged a ve por neg sees cancel her p.a. 

sige ee their releating contracts aside for taxes in foreign countries, | that distribs have broken promises | se pove > nrg ower 

in an attempt to find some justi- particularly France and India. | made to the H. A. Cole committeee | 25 12 Connection with a preem pay ead a ee se 


fication for holding back on pix or 


assessing liability in the event they | 


feel their product is not being | to accept $50,000 in bg gene of i ay ag na gay Pig: Ae: pened grab off newspaper and magazine | > 

‘ sd satisfactorilv neral fee]-| its claim if UA paid the money | ** , ote Ss nai *| spac ation: , Continuéd from page 1 == 
handled s: tisfactorily. General feel 0 cima Teg oe } san vear. Arthur | Committee attempted to induce space on a national level, hoenonste P —_—- 
ing of attorneys is that the pacts | Detore € year. 4 In an attempt to get the stars as 


are pretty much iron-bound. Pos- 
sible exception is what is known as 
“the best efforts clause,” in which 
the distrib is obligated to make its 
best efforts to release properly 
the producers’ films. Thought is 
that the current absence of a sales- 


Selznick last December offered 


|W. Kelly, then UA’s exec v.p. and 


foreign chief, agreed, but the board 
nixed the proposal. Selznick as a 
result has now thrown into his 
claim a long list of charges, many 
of which he had been previously 
willing to forget. About $90,000 of 


when it systematically visited dis- 


sales heads to grant flat terms on 


all theatres that pay $500 or less' 
While dis-| 
tribs refused to go for that propo- | 


rental on a feature. 


sition, it is maintained that prom- 


ises were made to extend flat sell-! 


ing, and that these promises have 
not been kept. 


off best when the opening is staged 
|on a territorial basis, so that it can 


close te the public as possible, the 
majors today usually set tieins with 
local radio stations and newspapers 


a day or two preceding the opening | 


of a picture. 
to the stage on opening day. Ad- 
| vance work makes it possible for 


Then the actors take | 


Summer Sustainer 











of such programs for submission to 
clients in case any time opens up 
in the future. 

“Prize Performance,” now aired 
Monday nights from 8:30 to 9, will 
be forced to vacate that slot next 
week (28) when Arthur Godfrey's 


anager ack of certain the coin involved is allegedly due mm ‘ hi ; 
facilities iis cia ee poy in U.S. currency and the rest in lhought now is to send the Cole | ¢xhibitors to effect their local ex-| «Talent Scouts” resumes. Under- 
court test of the clause, but it is foreign 7 delegation around the N. Y. offices | Ploitation tieins more easily, ac-|)jll said “Performance” will be 
~ a ne ciause, s . agai . | pardi P Safe ‘ 
‘ again. If the commitments are| cording to the ad-pub chiefs. red i ‘tuesday night at 
not thought likely. Milton Kramer, of Paine, Kramer moved into the Tuesday nig 


On the matter of UA’s practice of 
combining general and producers’ 


& Marx, Selznick’s counsel, 
the attachment on his behalf. 


filed 


not then kept, Allied would public- | 


lv brand the distrib involved as a 
backslider. 


wood players now on the road, Uni- 
versal has Ronald Reagan, Ruth 
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She has the fresh natural beauty 
of youth—this charming new star! 
She protects her delicate skin with 
Hollywood’s own beauty soap. 


“Here’s my daily Lux Soap 


facial,” says Joan Evans. “I smooth 


Yes, in recent tests by skin 


specialists, actually 3 out of 4 
complexions improved in a short 
time. Try these active-lather 
facials screen stars recommend! 


Get the generous bath size 


Lux Toilet Soap, too—you'll find 
it’s so fragrant, so luxurious! 





Illustrating the number of Holly- | 


10 period for three weeks but will 
then have to be dropped when the 
web’s wrestling pickups resume on 
a sponsored basis. Switch is alse 


;}in the works for “By Popular De- 


| mand,” 


now aired Sunday nights 
from 7:30 to 8. Lucky Strike’s 
“This Is Show Business” resumes 
there this week (27), at which time 


| ‘*Demand” will be moved to Friday 


| show 





— 





nights at 10. Morton Downey's 
for Nash-Kelvinator goes in 
there next month, when ‘‘Demand" 
too will get the necessary heave. 
NBC is in -virtually the same 
position with some of its current 
sustainers, with present indications 
pointing to “Cameo Theatre” as the 
only such program that will be con- 
tinued in the fall—and that one 


will move into the still unexplored 


Sunday afternoon time. “Cameo” 
is now aired Wednesday nights 
from 8:30 to 9 but NBC is pre- 
empting that time for its big rotat- 
ing emcee vaudeo presentation. 
Such other NBC sustainers as 
‘Magnificent Menasha,” starring 
Menasha Skulnik, will be axed. 











Intl Guild 


m=, Continued from page 3 





the creamy active lather in well, 
rinse, pat with a soft towel to dry. | foreign directors to work in the 
A quick easy care, but it works!” U.S. 

SDGA prez Joseph L. Man- 


kiewicz is slated to arrive in New 
York today (Wed.), following a trip 
through Europe during which he 
huddled with directors in France 
and Italy. Before heading back to 
the Coast, he'll confab with Carl 
Post, SDGA’s public relations coun- 
sel, on results of his trip. Man- 
kiewicz also surveyed television in 
France and Italy, in line with the 


| SDGA’s current attempt to line up 


all video directors in the U. S. 


SDGA’s reas6ning in striking out 
on an international plane is that 


, making directors in all countries 


members of a single union will ob- 


|viate the necessity for obtaining 
|labor permits in various countries. 


| 


| 
} 
| 
} 


Today, for example, if an Ameri- 
can director is sent to a foreign 
country on a picture assignment, 
he must first get permission from 
the labor ministry in that country. 


Guild execs also believe that any 
easing of the foreign production 








| problems in this way will also fos- 
| ter more production overseas bY 
| American companies. That in turn, 
they claim, will mean more work 
for foreign directors in their ov® 
studios, 
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Louisa’ Huge $10,000, \™» 
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: | 20,000 Jam 


Extra traffic policemen were 
called to the Chicago theater Fri- | 
day to handle the crowds wait- | 
ing to see the world premiere of [ie % 
the movie “Louisa.” 

The crowd extended four and (im 
six abreast north in State st. to [ 


Lake st., east to Wabash av., then 


nd south almost to Randolph st. [me 
ne “I don’t get it,” John Balaban, , rr 
ed B & K president, said. “There ” ee 


isn’t any sex, no violence, no 
crime in the picture. It’s a home 
movie.” 

Whatever the reason, more 
than 20,000 paid to see the movie | 
Friday, 








Trade papers, film buyers, exhibitors oak 
movie fans all predicted that LOUISA would 
prove to be the top family picture of the year. 








First fifteen test engagements, backing up the 
tremendous record-breaking World Premiere 
business at the Chicago Theatre, Chicago, 
proved these predictions 100% correct. 


THERE HAS BEEN NOTHING LIKE IT SINCE ‘THE EGG AND I: 


ning 
ries. 
eri- 
eign 
ent, 
from 
ntry. 

any 
tion 
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Clips from 


NEW YORK 


Leo Seligman now an independ- 
ent distrib after selling his stock 
in Favorite Films Corp. and Regal 
Television Pictures Corp. He also 
—* as treasurer of both out- 

Ss. : 

Avenue theatre, N. Y., recently 
operated by Lopert Films, taken 
over on long-term 
Theatre, Inc., headed by Mark 
Finkelstein. Outfit plans to change 
mame of the 600-seater and com- 
pletely refurbish. Lessor was S. R. 
Jackson’s Termel Realty Corp. 
Deal was consummated by Berk & 
Krumgold, theatre: brokerage firm. 
Previously it was reported that 
Max Cohen, of Anco Theatres, ex- 
pected to acquire the Avenue as a 
showcase for hoss operas. 

Ed Williamson, Warner branch 
manager in Memphis, moves to the 
company’s Dallas office effective 
mext Monday (28) according to dis- 
tribution chief Ben Kalmenson. 
Dallas manager Vernon Adams 
goes to Memphis. 

James R. Grainger,. Republic’s 
sales chief, planedto Chicago Mon- 
day (21) on a swing through sev- 
eral exchange areas. Prior to re- 
turning to New York Sept. 11, he’ll 
visit San Francisco, Los Angeles 
and Denver. 

OMAHA 

Grandview Drive-In now has a 
dirt track for midget and hot-rod | 
auto races. 

Joe Malec, boss of Peony Park, 
snapped up bands for the fall sea- 
son in a hurry. They are Clyde 
McCoy, Bill Snyder, Henry Busse, | 
Artie Shaw, Larry Green, Stan 
Kenton, Orrin Tucker and Tommy 
Dorsey. 

Ahamo Club of Omaha worried | 
about its date with Louis Prima 
band. They had the outfit set at 
Peony Park but the management 
withdrew its consent, and the club 
is now casting about for a spot | 
to put the Prima orch. | 

“Lost in Stars” penciled in at | 
Paramount for Oct. 4. 


BOSTON 


Al Fowler, former New England 
flack for 20th-Fox and Paramount, 
quit area for Los Angeles where 
he will join the Stanley Kramer 
Productions. Fowler will be ad-| 
vance man for Jose Ferrer, director | 
and star of “Cyrano de Bergerac” | 
on his forthcoming 20-city tour. 

_ Marion Felix Jordan, rep of Mo-| 
tion Picture Export Assn. in Ger- | 
many for the last three years, re-| 
turned and took over lease of 
Castle Theatre, Mt. Pleasant, R. I. 


CHARLOTTE . 


Theatre Owners of North and 
South Carolina hold their 38th an- | 
[ae 
4 ENGINE DOUGLAS DC-4S 
Direct from LaGuardia and Newark 

Round 
Trip Special 


























1 STOP 
each 


CALIFORNIA $80 :° 


Fly Now—Pay Later 1 WAY $88 


Miami $35 non-stop Chicago $24 
Plus Tax 


Bly, NORTH AMERICAN 
7 — AIRLINES 


Make your advance reservations now! 


BRyant 9-6492 


503 Sth Ave, (at 42 St.), Suite 100 


——— _-_ 


UL 5-3888 — "te! St. Georse 


Free Ticket Delivery 
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lease by Eca) 


Film Row 


++ 


| nual convention at the Hotel Char- 


i lotte Nov. 19-21. 
| nally was slated for Oct. 1-3, but 


} 


| Owners of America in Houston. Ex- 
i pected to be on the November 
| agenda are television, activities of 
the Council of Motion Picture Or- 


anizations; discriminatory taxa-| Company. pap ; a 

ig and legislation; cobbieution | Warner brought the first print | Jacked’ (Lip). pee Stee, cee 
with government agencies and/of his picture, “The Man Who FB eng A. ee aT rhe 
bureaus and other matters of gen-| Cheated Himself,” to N. Y. for | $6,000 — > I 
ereal exhibitor interest. General | screening before 20th distribution | Tabor (Fox)* (1 967: 35-74) — 
chairman of the meet will be Tom execs. Film was lensed on a 19-day | “eed” Hunter Man” (Col) and 


| A. Little of Charlotte. 


ST. LOUIS 

Albert Stetson, in charge of pur- 
chasers and maintenance for Fan- 
chon & Marco houses in St. Louis, 
resigned to enter another biz field. 
| Harry Tanner lighted his new 
500-car ozoner near Pana, III. 

The Orpheum, Eldorado, 
!owned by Turner-Farrar theatres, 
| Harrisburg, Ill., getting 100% face- 
lifting. 


ager and head booker for Film 
Classics in St. Louis and Bill Keld, 
Kansas City, established the Tri- 


| angle Film Co. here to distribute 
| indie films. 


DALLAS 

Joe Valenti named manager of 
the Iris and Billy Miller made 
skipper of Uptown and Texan in 
Houston, three houses of Horwitz 
Homefolks group. 

Kenneth Lemke named manager 
of Fredreicksburg Road Drive-In 
near San Antonio operated by 
Claude Ezell & Associates. 

Wade Wallace made manager of 


Conclave origi- 


theatre 


the date was changed in order that | vecterday (Tues.) that he hopes to 


| the local meet would follow the | ;,,.. : ad, Fp tact te 
‘national gathering of the Theatre | turn out a feature every 


J. M. Warner Maps | 
1 Pic Every 10 Mos. 


Jack M. Warner, son of Warner 
Bros. production veepee Jack L. 


Warner, who has just completed 
his first indie production venture 





‘for 20th-Fox release, declared 


to a year. His deal with 20th, he 
| explained, is on a continuing basis 
| but only if it’s “mutually accept- 
| able” to him and the distributing 





|} shooting schedule, he said, at a 


' 
| 


Tll., | 


Cliff Mantle, former office man-/ 


Com- | 


| budget of under $500,000. 


| paratively short lensing time, ac- 
| cording to the new indie producer, 
was made possible through having 
his script, cast and _ technicians | 
thoroughly set before the cameras | 
rolled. 

Warner plans to go on the road 
with his picture for about three | 
months, visiting 20th branch per- | 
sonnel and exhibitors in all key 
cities. 

| 














Warners’ Theatres 


Continued from page 3 

















circuit pro-rated among} 


| stockholders of the company. This} 


| plan as a capital gains transaction. hold. 


proposal was submitted to the U.S. 


Treasury Dept. early in the year.! gtanza. with new product a hypo. | 


now been learned that 
refused to sanction the 


It has 
Treasury 


' Because of this, the Warners would 


have been subject to a personal 
income levy on their share of the 


debentures. 


the Gulf and Palace at Robstown, | 


being transferred here from Dur- 
ant, Okla. Both are Robb & Row- 
ley United Theatre houses. 


LOUISVILLE 


New Twin Drive-In on Critten- 


|den Drive, near Standiford Field, 
|and adjacent to site of the 


1951 
State Fairgrounds, formally 
opened. Anthony Kern is manager, 


Revived interest of the Warner 
freres in the theatre end may stem 
from the current recovery of ex- 
hibition in the past couple of 
months. With the boxoffice up and 
an uneasy peace or possible shoot-| 


| ing war in the offing, theatre pros- | 


and one of incorporators. who in- | 
clude Louis Arru, A. Edward) 
Campbell and Josephine Kern. | 


New ozoner is operated by Ameri- 
can Drive-In Theatres, Inc., 


pects are considerably brighter | 
than they were six months ago. 
when the Warners chose produc- 
tion. 
Govt. Softening? 

However, the big reason for the 
change is said to be a softening 
of the Government’s attitude 


| towards divided ownership by the 


who | 


also run the Skyway. In addition | 


car capacity. 


CHICAGO 


ernization 
theatre, Hammond. 


son of Universal are on tour with 
the ‘‘Louisa” cast. Katz is accom- 
panying Ronald Reagan while Miss 


ton. 


atres last week. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Warner Bros. branch continues 
company-owned car policy with 
purchase of four new autos for 
salesmen, 

Northwest Variety cooking plans 
with Minnesota U for big dedica- 


Nov. 30. 

Loren Leng, Grand Marais, 
Minn., exhib, escorting parties of 
friends trout fishing in Lake Su- 
perior on his cabin cruiser. 


4 Majors Sue In 
lowa % Chiselling 


Des Moines, Aug. 22. 

Four percentange-chiselling suits 
were filed here in‘ the federal 
district court by RKO, 20th-Fox, 
Metro and Paramount against G. 
Theodore Allen. Suits charge 
underreporting on percentage pix 
booked at Garden theatre, Guthrie 
Center, Ia. 

Complaints demand damages for 
loss of rentals plus an accounting. 














~ WILL PURCHASE 509 FILMS 


| to twin screen, project has 1,900- | 


Plans drawn for $100,000 mod- | 


job on the Partheon | 


Ben Katz and Betty Lou Thomp- | 


| 


! 


Thompson goes with Spring Bying- 


| 


Bob Busch, who recently retired | 
as manager of the Avalon here, | 
feted by associates of Warner the- theftre interests is said to count in 


| resign as officer, but that is still a 
ifar cry from outright sale. The} 


brothers, with one or more staying 
in exhibition and the other stick-| 
ing with production. The Warners 
in a long course of negotiations 
with bankers and elsewhere have | 
demonstrated the difficulty of sell- 
ing out their 24% stock interest in | 
the tremendous theatre chain, Ap-| 
parently, there is no way of doing, 
it without suffering a big loss| 
either in price or in tax levies. | 

Fact that the Government, since | 
the initial offering of the old War- | 
ner consent decree, has permitted 
Joseph P. Schenck to remain as a 
top production exec in 20th-Fox 
without selling his tremendous 


favor of the Warners. Schenc® 
must trustee his exhib shares and 





| 


| 20th biggie will continue collecting 


| 


| 


) |mit the Warners to 
tion of new Variety heart hospital, | 


dividends from his theatre hold-| 


| ings. 


If the Government does not per- 
retain their 
interests in both companies sub- 
ject to some form of trusteeship, 
the division of the brothers would 
still simplify the problem of un- 
loading tabued stock holdings. If 
Albert Warner, for instance, re- 
mains in exhibition, it is simpler 
for him to exchange his production 





interests with his two brothers for 
part of their theatre holdings than 
be forced to seek an outside pur- 





' chaser. 


Because of the big sums required 
by any outside group to swing the | 
purchase of the three Warners’ the- | 
atre holdings, a figure in the neigh- 
borhood of $20,000,000, the Warner 
freres have been bucking a tough | 
obstacle. Two big Wall street in- | 
vestment houses—Lehman Bros. | 
and Allen & Co.—successively took | 
on the job of finding a syndicate | 








willing to put up that sort of coin. | 
In each instance, long dickering 


ended without a sale. 


Government has been kept up to_ 


|— “Broken Arrow” 
| “Triple Trouble” 








DENVER 


(Continued from page 12) 
Years Before Eyes” (WB) (2d wk). 
Good $2,500. Last week, $3,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 


“Treasure Island’ (RKO) and 
“Beaver Valley” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Fine $11,000. Last week, big $15,- 
000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Rock Island Trail” (Rep) and ‘“Hi- 


“Snow Dog” (Mono), day-date -with 
Aladdin; Webber. Good $4,000 Last 
week, “Skipper Surprised His 
Wife” (M-G) and “Crooked River” 
(Lip), fair $3,000. 

Webber (Fox) 750; 35-74) — 
“Good Humor Man” (Col) and 
“Snow Dog” (Mono), also Aladdin, 


Tabor. Oke $2,000. Last week, 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) and “50 
Years Before Eyes” (WB), big 
$3,000. 





‘Moon’ High $18,000 In 


Hub; ‘Kiss’ Fine $17,000, | 


‘Arrow’ Not Fast at 19G 


Boston, Aug. 22. 
Major houses reflect a slight up- 
swing in boxoffice activity this 


‘Destination Moon” at the Boston 
shapes as one of best, and will 
“Broken Arrow” at the Met 
looms only okay. ‘‘Kiss Tomorrow 
Goodbye” at Paramount and Fen- 
way looks nice. ‘Where Sidewalk 
Ends” at Memorial is only disap- 
pointing newcomer. “Three Little 
Words” at State and Orpheum 
looks fancy in second frame. “The 
Men” is slipping in fourth and final 
week at Astor. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95) — 
“The Men” (UA) ‘4th wk). Down 
to $5,800 after mild $7,000 for 
third. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85) — 
“Destination Moon” (EL) and “Be- 
ware of Blondie” (Col). Shapes 
strong $18,000. Last week, “San 
Quentin” (WB) and “Aleatraz Is- 
land” (WB) (reissues), $10,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
and “Snew Dog’ (Mono). Oke $5,- 
000. Last week, “The Furies” (Par) 
and “Perfect Woman” (EL), nice 
$6,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 46-85)— 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th). 
Not big at $14,000. Last week, 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) (3d wk), 
big $12,000, 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-85) 
(20th) and 
(Mono). Only 
$19,000. Last week, “Stella” (20th) 
and “Hi-Jacked” ‘Lip), $15,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Three Little Words” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holding to satisfactory $18,- 
000 after hefty $25.000 for opener. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
and “Snow Dog” (Mono). Nice $12.,- 
000. Last week, “The Furies” (Par) 


and “Perfect Woman” (ELC), 
$14,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85) — 
“Three Little Words” (M-G) (2d | 


wk). Nice at $9,000 after solid $15,- 
000 for first. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 12) 


—“If This Be Sin” (U). Okay 
$4,000. Last week, “Gigi” (in- 
die) (2d wk), $3,000. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- 
84)—"Crisis” (M-G). Slow $5,500. 
Last week, “Annie Get Gun” 
(M-G) and “Mystery Star’ (M-G) 
(Sth wk), big $5,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 59- 
84)—“‘Flame and Arrow” (WB) 
and “Armored Car Robbery” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Fine $9,000 after 
immense $15.400 opener. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40- 
52-97)—“Iroquois Trail” (UA) (2d 
run) plus stageshow headed by 
Lionel Hampton orch. Salid $13.- 
000. Last week, “Peggy” (U) (2d 
run) plus Nellie Lutscher topping 
Stage bill, $10,600. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
59-84)—"Broken Arrow” (20th) 
and “Triple Trouble” (Par) (2d 
wk). Great $9,000. Last week, big 





Picture Grosses 





AT ONCE 
FEATURES MADE 1932-1940 
MUSICAL SHORTS AND CARTOONS 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC NEGATIVES 


EDWARDS & COMPANY 


366 Madison Ave., New York City; VAnderbilt 6-3417 














for outright sale of theatre hold- 


date on these negotiations as well | 


as Warners’ later attempt to work 
out a debenture plan satisfactory 
_to the Treasury Dept. Since the 
| Warners have demonstrated a bona 
_ fide attempt to unload their theatre 
| stock, it is believed that Justice 
Dept. may relent by granting some 
other proposal that would not call 


$12,300. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


: (Continued from page 10) 
“Tarzan and Slave Girl” (RKO) and 
Mysterious Desperado” (RKO). 
Fury” (RKO). and “Gotten ere 
and “ en Twen- 
ties” (RKO), fine $4,600. <a 








ings by the three brothers, 


riental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 





“The Lawless” (Par), day-date with 
Orpheum. Hot $7,500. Last week 
rapeasure Island” (RKO), sock $5,- 


Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- 
85)—“‘Broken Arrow” (20th) and 


Wow $12,000. Last week, “711 
Ocean Drive” (Col) and “Armored 
Car Robbery” (RKO), $8,000. 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3.400: 
| 50-80)—‘‘Treasure Island” (RKO) 
(2d wk). Big $7,000. Last week, 
$9,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (890: 50- 
85)—"‘Crisis’” (M-G). Mild $5,500. 
Last week, “Annie Get Gun” ‘(M- 
G) (3d wk), great $7,200. 














Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Everett Riskin checked in at 
Paramount to start work under his 
new producer’ contract... Joan 
Bennett and Don Taylor signed by 
Metro for “Father’s Little Divi- 
dend” in the same roles they 


played in “Father of the Bride”... 
ixie Nelson’s moppet contract 
with UI approved by superior 
court...Charles Boyer drew one of 
the top roles in “The Scarlet Let- 
iter’ at 20th-Fox...Metro handed 
| Sidney Sheldon a new writer con- 
tract as a result of his scripting on 
|“Three Guys Named Mike”... Dick 
|Erdman signed for main role in 
| ‘Weak Heart,” to be produced in- 
dependently by W. R. Fiank and 
Sam Wiesenthal...Les Goodwins 
moved into RKO to direct ‘Tin 
|Horn Troubadours,” co-starring 
| Jack Kirkwood and Wally Brown 
Philip Dorn joined the “Gaunt 
| Woman” cast at RKO. 
| Warners will release “The Glass 
| Menagerie” in the Latin-American 
countries as “Siempre Amanece Otra 
| Vez,” meaning “There Is Always 
i} Another Awakening”... Howard 
| Christie’s first producer job under 
his new contract at UI will be “Abe 
| bott and Costello Meet the Invis- 
|ible Man’”...Gig Young drew a 
| featured role in “Prisoner of War,” 
|in which Mark Stevens stars at 
| UL, with Aubrey Schenck produc- 
|ing and George Sherman directing 
... Warners signed Stanley Roberts 
| to script “The Will Rogers Story,” 
| which Robert Arthur will produce 
te Lloyd Corrigan plays a high 
| School principal in “The Roman- 
| tie Age,” ‘Oolumbia’s Margaret 
| O’Brien starrer...Alex Nicol 
signed a thesp contract at UJ, start- 
ing with a role in “Prisoner of 
War.” 
| Next producer chore for Richard 
Goldstone at Metro is “Inside 
Straight,” based on a yarn by Guy 
Trosper. ‘Bedtime for Bonzo” 
starts this week at UI with Ronald 
Reagan and Diana Lynn in top 
roles... Jeanne Crain and Louis 
Jourdan will co-star at 20th-Fox 
in “Meet Me in Washington 
a. filmusician version of 
“Heaven Can Wait.” 
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Erich VON STROHEIM 
A Paramount Picture 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 
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Football TV Ban Boon to Chi ANers: 
Sold-Out Signs on Pro, Big 10 Packages 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 


The Big Ten ban on live tele- 


casts of its football schedule and 
the local blackout on ABC-TV’s cov- 
erage of the National pro league 
games has occasioned a lot of 
squawks in this area. But one 
group is viewing the video squeeze- 
out with considerable satisfaction. 
That’s the Chi AM station, opera- 
tors, who are set to rack up some 
hefty coin with their football air- 
ings this fall. 

As most of the radio‘coverage is 
built around Big Ten teams, which 
with Notre Dame are the _ focal 
points of midwest interest in the 
sport, AM’ers are well aware of 
the significance of the conference 
tele blackout in eliminating a po- 
tent competitor for both audience 
and sponsor coin. The same ap- 
plies for Chi’s two pro teams— 
Bears and Cardinels—which under 
the ABC-National league tele con- 
tract can’t be seen in their home 
city. 

So with video competition for 
major midwest games eliminated, 
with the exception of DuMont’s 
Notre Dame coverage, radio sta- 
tions encountered little difficulty 
in peddling their lucrative foot- 
ball package this season. 

WIND’s Sold-out Tag 
One of the first to hang up the 





+ 
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COMMITTEE TO AID GOVT. 
ON AM-TV EQUIPMENT 


Washington, Aug. 22. 

To assist the Government in pro- 
curement of $1,000,000,000 to $1,- 
500,000,000 of equipment from the 
radio-television industry in the next 
15 months, the National Electronics 
Mobilization Committee was estab- 
| lished here jointly recently by the 
| Radio-Television Mfrs. Assn. and 
ithe National Security Industrial 
|Assn. Committee will set up a 
| Washington office to maintain liai- 
son with national defense officials 
and all agencies concerned with 
purchases of military electronic | 
equipment. 

Chairman of NEMC is F.R. 
Lack, veepee of Western Electric 
Co. Membership includes Frank M. 








Following is a list of shows, 


during the next 10 days: 


resumes sponsorship. 
Al Helfer Sports News. 


American Album of Familiar 


“Botany Song Shop.”) 











Beulah. CBS, 7 p.m. Procter 
gerald & Sample. 


HARRY SALTER 








Oxydol Show. CBS, 7:15 p.m. 

Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample. 

MUSICAL DIRECTOR BP = CBS, 7:30 p.m. 

. neelock. 

Stop the Music—ABC Talent Scouts. CBS, 8:30 p.m. 

Rubicam. 
é 3 Lux Radio Theatre. 
um Keturm =| a2 


My Friend Irma. 





House Party. CBS, 3:30 p.m. 
Burnett. 

Cedric Adams. CBS, 4:55 p.m. 
Burnett. 


New & Returning Shows 


either new or returning after a 


summer hiatus, scheduled to preem on the four major networks 


AUG. 26 
Man on the Farm. Mutual network, 12 noon. 


Quaker Oats 


Mutual, 7 p.m. Sustaining. 
AUG. 27 


Music. NBC, 9:30 p.m. Bayer 


Aspirin through Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample. ; 
Ginny Simms Show. ABC, 10 p.m. Sustaining. (Botany Mills 
assumes sponsorship Sept. 17, when the title will be changed to 


AUG. 28 


Pillsbury Mills through Leo 
Pillsbury Mills, through Leo 
& Gamble, through Dancer, Fitz- 
Procter & Gamble, through 
Campbell Soup, through Ward 


.~Lipton’s Tea, through Young & 
( 


CBS, 9 p.m. Lever Bros., through J. Walter 
CBS, 10 p.m. Lever Bros., through Foote, 


Cone & Belding. 
Folsom of RCA; Dr. Ww. R._ G. Bob Hawk Show. CBS, 10:30 p.m. Camel cigarets, through Esty. 
Baker, General Electric; Paul un AUG. 29 
|V. Galvin, Motorola; Benjamin ypos ” Cavalcade of America.” NBC, 8 p.m. DuPont, through BBD&O. 
| Abrams, Emerson; _Malcolm P. AUG, 31 
| Ferguson, Bendix; William Balder-| With “American Album of Fa- Aldrich Family. NBC, 8 p.m. General Foods, through Young 
| ston, a -— > hs |miliar Music” returning Sunday} x Rubicam Bi 
| Vania, aiter vans, esting- | (27) to NBC for its 20th year, the : 
| house; E. F. McDonald, Zenith; and | web's Sunday evening lineup is be- on in Peace and War. CBS, 8 p.m. Procter & Gamble, through 
| Ross Siragusa, Admiral. ; 





| 
| 


ginning to shape up against the 


opposition. Backed by Bayer As- | -_ 


Suspense. CBS, 9 p.m. Auto-Lite, through Cecil & Presbrey. 





~ 4 





sold-out tag on its fall gridiron 
bundle was. sportsminded indie 
WIND. Its 21 - game college and 
pro schedule, plus adjacencies, 


WWJ Off Detroit Air 
Two Hours Saturday 


pirin (via Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sam- |’ 


ple), the Frank Hummert produc- 





represents billings of nearly $50,- 
000. 

With Bert Wilson doing the piay- 
by-play and Howard Miller doing 
the color, WIND will air the com- All facilities of WWJ — AM. FM 
plete nine - game Northwestern | and TV—were off the air from 
schedule for the Chi Dodge deal- | noon until 2 p.m. Saturday (19) as 
ers. Exclusive coverage of the full| the result of a strike by 56 en-| 
Chi Bear games will be done by) gineers, members of the National 
Wilson, assisted by Irv Kupcinet) Assn. of Broadcasting Engineers 
on color, for fifth year for Stand-| and Technicians (NABET). The 
ard Oil of Indiana, | strike continued after 2 p.m. but 

Peter Hand Brewing is bank-| service on regular AM and FM 
rolling a 15-minufe “Football| channels was resumed at that hour 
Scoreboard” after the Northwest- | through the efforts of supervisory 
ern games and 15-minute ‘“Foot-| personnel. Men returned to work 


In Engineers Strike 


Detroit, Aug. 22. 





ball Preview” before- the Bear| Monday (21) though claiming the 
games. “Preview” preceding the| strike not settled. 
Northwestern outings has been} 


All WWJ-TV programs, both of 
NBC network and local origin, 
were off the air Saturday till Mon-| 
day. Negotiations are under way 
for full resumption of the TV 
schedule. 


The strike came just seven and 
a half hours before a special 90- 
minute program celebrating WWJ’s 
30th birthday. The anniversary 
program went on with supervisory 
personnel manning the controls. 
Many celebrities participated. 


The strike resulted from a wage 


picked up by R-H Television with | 
Ray Eddy, Plymouth-Dodge dealer, | 
sponsoring the “Scoreboard” after | 
the pro contests. | 

Labor-owned WCFL has wrapped | 
up Atlas Brewing to bankroll its 


(Continued on page 33) 


CBS TO APPEAL $7,500 
AWARD ON AUTRY SHOW 


Chicago, Aug 22. 








| chorus in the 9:30 p. m. slot. 


CBS attorneys filed notice in the 
U. S. circuit court of appeals here 
last week that they are appealing 
the $7,500 judgment awarded Army 
Air Force Col. Frank L. O’Brien 
for claimed invasion of privacy by 
a 1946 Gene Autry “Melody Ranch” 
CBS airer. 

Damages were awarded the AAF 
officer in March after suit in Chi 
federal district court in which he 
claimed a dramatization of an ac- 
tual Air Force -escue depicted on 
the Autry show invaded his privacy 
and hindered his military advance- 
ment. 

Co-defendants with CBS in the 
case are Wm. Wrigley Co., sponsor 
of the program, and J. Walter 
be ae agency, handling the 
show. 





Harris, Faye Sun. Time 


dispute. Negotiations have been. 
going on since February. George | 
Maher, NABET national executive 
secretary, said the engineers are 
getting $116.50 a week and want 
$125. “All that WWJ has offered 
in the way of a pay increase is 


$1.50 a week under a two-year con- | 


Arden & Arden, Daniel Lieberfeld 


Jean Dickenson, Bertrand beret 
and Gustave Haenschen’s orch and 


Wildroot will kick off the eve-| 





5:30 p. m., with the possibility of | 


another strong meller following in NBC Prepping Couple Of 


the 6 p. m. period (at present occu- ( r M i 
pied by the “Catholic Hour,” which 
NBC is trying to move into a pre- Unusua rime e ers, 
3 p. m. position). At 6:30 the $30, | 


on ti festa Thomas Lavom-| Twinn City Stations Spruce Setups To 
Offset Video, War Competition 


ning with ‘‘Cloak and Dagger” at | | 


Minneapolis, Aug. 22. 


THe fall AM pycture here is 
gearing for hot competition, the 
war and the enigma of television 
ys. radio. In short, the program 
men are faced, as they are in 


NBC is prepping a couple of un- | other parts of the country, with 


000 weekly 90-minute stanza will |usual crime meliers. Web has inked (how to prevent new inroads on 


be skedded. |Warden Duffy of San 

With Wildroot dropping “Sam|prison for an audition in which 
Spade” from the 8 p. m. spot, web | the drama wil] deal not with cops- | 
has a vacancy still to be filled. The | and-robbers stuff but the rehabili- | 
8:30-9:30 stretch is taken by U. S./|tation of convicts. 
Steel. Following “Album” at 9:30,| Network has also made a tieup 
RCA-Victor will back “Take It Or! with troopers of various states for 
Leave It” at 10 p. m. a show titled, “State Police.” In 
addition to using cases from offi- | 
icial files, the names of the. crimi- | 
inals and the officers will be used. | 


New Regional Web Set For | 
Central Michigan State ach snow. with Connecticut's Gov. | 


: : Chester Bowles featured on the au- 

Saginaw, Mich., Aug. 22. ve : - t 

Formation of a new regional sed vega It's a Dorothy Day pro 
'to serve central and northeastern  CUCtOM- 


New FM System Mapped 








| Michigan was disclosed here last 
| week by Jack D. Parker, opera- 
|tions director for the Saginaw 
Broadcasting Co. Called the Great 
Lakes Network, the loop will com- 


Quentin | their audiences. 


NBC affiliate KSTP is beaming 
its AM schedule in terms of the 
war and television. Station man- 


| agement comments that there will 


be “no cutbacks because of TV.” 
To meet the new interest in news, 
KSTP will be expanding local as 
well as national coverage. Dave 
Stone, country-style emcee, will 
head up a cross-the-board news 
slot at 12:50 with an emphasis on 
rural factors. In the music depart- 
ment a campaign to combat the 
disk jockey influence is under way. 
A balanced program, musically, is 
the aim. 

A revival of an old KSTP policy 
has been ordered. From here on in 
a highly-skilled and adroit use of 
transcription libraries goes into 

















'prise stations WOAP, Owosso; 
| WFYC, Alma; WLEW, Bad Axe, 
'and WSAM, Saginaw, last-named 
as the base station. 

| All programs and special fea- 
, tures planned for Great Lakes will 


tract effective Feb. 1,” he said. | organized through cooperation of 

E. M. Sconyers, federal media-| Melvin Wirth, WOAP general man- 
tor, said: “I talked with union) ager; Robert Cessna, WFYC g.m., 
leaders four or five times Satur-| and Milton L. Greenebaum, prez 
day morning. I told them the sta-| of Saginaw Broadcasting, which 
tion management would make a/' operates WSAM and WLEW. 


new wage offer Monday. They 
Bean Disked Political 


agreed to wait until Monday. 
“Then they changed their minds ra 

Series Now on Market 
Washington, Aug. 22. 


and said they would not wait.” 
NABET pickets appeared at all 
Weekly series of quarter-hour 
programs of political comment on 


WW4J facilities at noon Saturday. 
Pickets also marched at entrances 
to the Detroit News Building. The | this fall’s elections by Louis H. 
Detroit News owns and operates Bean, leading expert on predicting 
the station. elections, is being offered to sta- 


Publication of the News pro- tions around the country. Bean, 
ceeded normally except for an in-| who forecast a Truman sweep in 











Claim Snarls NBC ‘Dream’ 


Phil Harris and Alice Faye have 
NBC stymied due to the team’s 
claim on the Sunday 7:30 p.m. spot 
it had last season before losing its 
Rexall sponsor. Refusal to move is 
interfering with the network’s 
$30,000 90-minute “Dream Show” 
which is supposed to go into the 
6:30-8 p.m. span on Sundays. 

NBC is trying to get a firm com- 
mercial offer for the Harris-Faye 
airer on Thursday or Friday eve- 
ning. Sponsorship, of course, would 
also get the net off the financial 
hook of its $1,000,000 annual guar- 
antee to the husband-wife team. 
In its attempt to snag a bankroller 

NEC reportedly has cut the Harris- 
Faye weekly price from $18,500 to 
$10,000, absorbing the difference 
itself although it may be able to 
renegotiate its pact to reduce its 

% Take from the time sale is 

to adjust the remainder, 





terruption from noon until 1 p.m.) a ae wanes . nl 
Members of the Teamsters Union | this November's Congressional clec- 
(AFL) refused to cross picket lines | tions 

with their newspaper trucks until Transcriptions ‘begin Sept. 9. 
they had consulted union leaders. | Thus far they will be carried over 
The leaders instructed them to WCFM, Washington; WFDR, N. Y.; 
cross the lines. WCVO, Cleveland; WDET, Detroit; 
WVUN, Chattanooga, and KFMV\V, 
Los Angeles. Station managers are 
told to contact WCFM, which is is- 
suing the platters. Only cost is that 
of cutting and shipping the disks. 





WLEE Spreads 


Richmond, Va., Aug. 22. 

WLEE, Mutual affiliate, formerly 
operating on 250 watts, went into 
5,000-watt operation last Wednes- 
day (16) at 6:05 p.m. Station now 
operates from a four-tower array 
equipped for AM and FM, latter at 
10,000 watts. The five-year-old 
WLEE is under the general man- 
agement of Irvin G. Abeloff, with 
Tom Tinsley of Baltimore as presi- 
dent. 

Mike Novello, former announcer 
for WRNL, has joined the an- 
nouncing staff of WLEE, 





Memphis — Matty Brescia, local 
VARIETY mugg, is doing a 
twice-weekly sports stint over 
WMPS, local ABC affiliate. Bres- 
cia and Hal Benson, w.k. Memphis 
radio spieler, handle the Stock Car 
racing every Tuesday and Satur- 
day night from the Riverside 
Speedway in West Memphis, Ark. 
Tab is picked up by Kaiser-Fraser 
dealer and Sears-Roebuck All- 
State Oil for the half-hour pack- 
ages. ' 























To Send Two Programs 
Qut Simultaneously 


Washington, Aug. 22. 
A plan for getting frequency 





| 


‘red is being advanced by consult- 
ing engineer Raymond M. Wil- 


motte through use of his invention, 
ithe Bisignal system. This allows 
| for transmitting two FM programs 
simultaneously, one weaker than 
the other. Stronger signal is 
picked up by ordinary home re- 
ceivers, but the weaker program 
can be heard only by special sets. 
Bisignal, Wilmotte believes, will 
add to FM stations’ regular pro- 
'gram income by permitting broad- 
cast of secondary programs of spe- 
cial and limited interest, with those 
wanting the special receivers pay- 
ing a rental fee. Possible uses he 
Suggests are background music for 
|restaurants and offices, programs 
\for military camps, control signals 
_to raise or lower volume of pro- 
| grams for storecasting, facsimile 
newspapers, market and news re- 
ports for special groups, etc. 


Wilmotte’s system differs from 
\the supersonic beep method of 
blocking out commercials in re- 
|ceivers for special locations (e.g. 
|restaurants), and from the multi- 
|plex systems, in which a portion 
of the FM station’s signal is taken 
over for transmitting facsimile. He 
|says that the weaker signal in no 
| way interferes with the stronger 
| signal. 

The inventor has petitioned the 
FCC to amend its rules to permit 
the use of Bisignal. It’s expected 
the Commission will rule on the 
petition at the same time that it 


takes up the supersonic beep case 
now pending. 


| 














effect. “All this, along with future 
plans timed to meet the current 
picture,” say station officials, will 
aid KSTP AM in finding its au- 
dience, while its sister station 
|KSTP-TV “continues to establish 





| originate from WSAM. Chain was modulation operations out of the ,a loyal following in the visual 


media.” 


| Meanwhile, at ABC affiliate 
| WTCN, which has also a television 


(Continued on page 34) 


AFRA’S WIN AT WJR 
SETTING OFF DISPUTE 


Detroit, Aug. 22. 

The American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists won a collective bar- 
gaining election at WJR, 7-0, Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board offi- 
cials announced. Three newscast- 
ers, John Denman, Joseph Hainline 
and Jack White, announced they 
would seek to have the results set 
aside because they were prevented 
from voting along with special staff 
announcers, singers, actors and su- 
pervisors. 

The newscasters Wednesday (16) 
tried to get a restraining order in 
federal court delaying the election, 
but found there was _ insufficient 
time. 

8 


Cincy Scribe’s War Tapes 
Cincinnati, Aug. 22. 

Nixon Denton, Times-Star sports 
editor, is en route to Korea and 
will do wire recordings of talks 
with military chiefs and servicemen 
‘from the Cincy area for the pa- 
| per’s affiliated WKRC. His tapes 
are expected to be received from 
the war front within several days 
after recordings. 

Denton is a World War I veteran 
and was Timés-Star correspondent 
in the Pacific area in World War II. 
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‘Wait & See’ Policy 


SMALL STATIO 


Rules AM Circles 


As War Crisis Stymies Commitments 


August, 1950, 
“the month of indecision” in radio 
circles, as bankrollers, agencies 
and webs hold off on commitments 
while sweating out the Korean 
crisis’ effect on the economy in 
general 
particular. | 

Typical of the suspended anima- | 
tion policy was the top level meet- 
ing which three General Foods 
agencies held Thursday (17), with 
account supervisors and other brass 


of Young & Rubicam; Foote, Cone | 


& Belding, and Benton & Bowles 
present. Called at the behest of 
Y&R to mull a big league stanza 
which 


share), it developed into a crys- 
tal ball session on what's ahead 
for AM and TV. 

Y&R, it’s understood, feels that 
even if there is some curtailment 
of tele set production there will 
still be 10,000,000 receivers in cir- 
culation by the end of the year— 
or at worst 8,500,000. On that 
basis it figures it’s still worthwhile 
to put additional coin into the 
medium. GF is not expected ta 
make a decision until after Labor 
Day. Rig 

With no definitive indication 
made as yet as to the Govern-| 
ment's war production plans, price | 
controls, excise taxes, etc., spon- 
sors are taking a “let’s wait and | 
see” attitude. Normally August is | 
a period for evaluating purchases | 
already inked and picking up prop- 
erties remaining available but AM 
business today is at a _ greater 
standstill than ever before, 


NBC Preps Top 








is being tagged + 


and ad expenditures in | C40 





Red Grange Show 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 
Red Grange, former All-Ameri- 
football player, last week 
signed a five-year contract with 
Green Associates, radio packaging 
firm, to do a weekly 15-minuie 
football show. Titled ““Red Grange 
Show,” it’s being handled as a 13- 
week: package. 
Series will be produced by Lew 
Green and written by Bill Fay. 





Y&R is planning (and in | . 
which all three GF agencies will Webs Cutting Un. 


Afternoon Rates 
In Hot Competish 


Competition for Sunday after- 
noon business has become so in- 
tense that at least three webs— 
CBS, NBC and ABC—are reported- 
ly asking only 50% of their gross 
oe rates in order to get the 

iz. 

NBC, which had its entire Sun- 
day afternoon schedule open—ex- 
cept for the International Har- 
vester show and Miles Labs’ ‘Quiz 
Kids,” plus the Shulton show 
(which was only on a dozen sta- 
tions)—found itself faced with a 
dilemma when CBS made a pitch 


NBC decided to make a reduction 
in rates, and although it has lost 
the IH~ billings it retains Miles; 
has gotten an expanded hookup for 
Shulton; inked Kraft for “The 








Pop House Band 


Falcon,” and expects to get addi- 
tional accounts. 

NBC had been charging 75% cf 
the nighttime rate for the Sunday 


|afternoon stanzas, but figures that 
| with the increased biz it and affil- 


NBC, which has parlayed its ‘iates will fare out better when the 
NBC Symphony Orchestra under | dollar figures are tallied. ABC and 
Arturo Toscanini into a top pro-| CBS rate cards show the Sunday 


gram 


and promotion project, iS|time priced at 6623% of evening 


to IH and Miles at the 50% rate. | 


WEBS SEE BETTER 
POVERAGE IN EM 


A unique situation has developed 
which finds the major networks, 
perhaps for the first time, making 
overtures ‘toward the smaller sta- 
tions around the country. It throws 
a whole new light on the Mutual 
| Broadcasting System’s sphere of 
| influence and has had the effect of 
| Changing that web’s concept as to 
| the value of these 250-watt satel- 
| lites. 





When Frank White, with his CBS | 


| background and training, first 
joined Mutual as prexy-about 18 
months ago, he started to get rid 
of some of the small stations and 
co-ops. Now he’s discovered that 
these two items are his best stock 
in trade. : 
The big networks are going after 
a lot of these stations, and the sta- 
tions, for obvious reasons, are in- 
terested. It means, for one thing, 
| better programming and prestige. 
| The big networks have suddenly 





discovered that their large city 
stations do not really do an effec- 
| tive job of penetrating these small 
towns the way they should, and 
| have decided to go owt and fill the 
| Zaps by offering better- coverage. 
| That’s one way, too, they figure, of 
| meeting the rate demands in the 
face of present advertiser pressure. 


Factor, too, of course, is video. The | 


| major markets are being blanketed 
|by TV. The small towns, particu- 
| larly those in the more remote, off- 
| the-beaten-T V-path towns, are 
strictly “radio babies” and, will 
| continue to be for a long time to 
| come. 

Today White and the Mutual 
| boys are shifting gears. It’s a case 
|now of convincing the small sta- 


| tions that their future lies in Mu-} 


| tual. 
| 


Bevy of Film Names Seen 
Boosting Air Programs 
As Well as Themselves 








ing on its talent going into tele- 


prepping a jazz counterpart. Idea! rates, but NBC sources claim these | vision, radio is benefiting from a 


is for the web to build an NBC 
Dance Orchestra comparable in the 
pop music field to the Toscanini 
group standing in the longhair set. 

Charles (Bud) Barry, the net’s 
program veepee, wants to set up 
an endowment for a young ar- 
ranger-conductor who would front 
the group and select outstanding 
sidemen. Besides giving regular 
jazz concerts, the orch would be 
sent on tour a la the recent Toscy 
junket. RCA Victor would handle 
the group on disking. 

Project is viewed as being a 
healthy hypo for the band _ biz. 
Move also has an economy pur- 
pose. With the NBC Symphony 
members 
web’s house musicians are long- 
hair. In some cases when a group 
is needed to back a pop vocalist 
or provide bridge and mood music 
on some dramatic stanzas, free- 
lance talent has to be hired. When 
the new pop orch is organized, its 
members will be. available for this 
type of assignment, 


Kraft’s ‘Falcon’ Backing 
Schubert Gamble Payoff 


Sponsorship by Kraft of “The 
Falcon,” currently the summer re- 
placement for “The .Great Gilder- 
sleeve.” marks the payoff on a 
$20,000 gamble for indie packager 
Bernard Schubert. Latter had to 
“pay Mutual 20G to get his freedom 
from an MBS contract. 

Ironically, the show, which was 
once part of Mutual’s Sunday after- 
noon whodunit block, will now be 
spearheading NBC's Sabbath ad- 
venture lineup, which is competing 
against the Mutual mellers. It will 
be aired Sundays at 4 p.m., starting 
Sept. 3. 

Kraft is continuing to back 
“Gildersleeve” on NBC in_ the 
Wednesdays at 8:30 p.m. slot. Title 
role will be played by Willard 
Waterman, vice Hal Peary, who is 
now in his own »how on CBS. 





on staff, most of the) 


webs are getting only half ‘the 
nighttime rates. Mutual is said to 
be sticking to its quoted two-thirds 
of the evening rate. 


NBC was getting over $8,600 for 
a Sunday afternoon half-hour, with 


$5,900 and ABC $6,800 before 4 
p.m. and $7,700 after that. 

The reductions in Sabbath after- 
noon charges, it’s stressed by in- 
dustry toppers, is completely dis- 
sociated from the kind of axing 
\.unich the Assn. of National Adver- 
tisers has been demanding. NBC 
affiliates which don’t want to go 
along with the reduced rate policy 
were told they’re free not to, al- 
though they’ll be left out of hook- 
ups in the * isiness inked at the 
lower figure. 


FCC Refused Aid to Cal. 





Washington, Aug. 22. 
Senate Crime Investigating Com- 
mittee heard charges last week 
that the Federal Communications 





quest of California for help in 
fighting organized crime. Com- 
plaint was made in testimony by 
Warren Olney, who was chief 
‘counsel of the defunct California 
Crime Commission. 

Olney said the California Utili- 
ties Commission forbade the trans- 
mission of racing news to bookies 
via wire. However, the bookies 
sometimes tap the leased wires of 
Continental Press Agency, which 
distributes racing news. So Cali- 
fornia asked FCC for help. It filed 
a petition Oct. 4, 1948, asking FCC 
to order a nationwide ban on dis- 
semination of racing news to 
gamblers. 


“has just been buried for a year 
and a half.” He said Continental 
has no ‘California subscribers. 
However, its wires pass through 
l the state and so can be tapped. 





CBS and MBS each getting about | 


In Crime War, It’s Claimed 


( is i h saa | “ » 9 g ” ‘ 
Commission had refused the re-| 4 syndicated shows, such as the ,“Hardy Family.” He has been di- the name for a similar airer, it 


The petition, according to Olney, | 


| bevy of motion picture names get- 
' ting shows in the sound medium. 
NBC is grabbing off many of 


the screenites. Already the web 


| of Marcel,” Brian Donlevy in 
;“Dangerous Assignment,” Ilona 
| Massey in “Top Secret,” Frank 
Lovejoy in “Night Beat” and 
Ronald Colman in “Halls of Ivy.” 

In the works are shows for Cary 

Grant (“Mr. Blandings Builds His 
Dream House’’), Harold Lloyd 
(“Dear Botts,” based on the Satur- 
day Evening Post tractor salesman 
yarns), Rosalind Russell (“Boss 
| Lady,” a daytime serial), Mary 
| Pickford’s “Theatre of Valor” and 
|a soaper, “The Bough Breaks;” 
| Robert Cummings (“Call Me 
| Duke”), Burt Lancaster (‘The Doc- 
tor”), Claudette Colbert (“The Egg 
and I’) and Gloria’ Swanson in a 
strip dramatizing romantic and 
family problems. 

CBS has Marie Wilson in ‘‘My 
Friend Irma,” Eve Arden as ‘Our 
Miss Brooks” and J, Carroll Naish 
as “Luigi.” ABC has had Edward 
'Arnold as “Mr. 
/ some years. 

Pic names are also cropping up 





| Buddy Rogers stanza heard in N., Y. 
on WOR, and with the continuing 
dramatic shows the demand for 


'guesters is increasing. With NBC Coast negotiating contract renew-| 


| bringing back the “Screen Direc- 

tors Playhouse” (with Cecil B. 
| DeMille) and ABC expanding its 
, recently acquired “Screen Guild 
| Players” to a full hour, more studio 
| names will be on the airwaves. 


New WPAT Pgm. Head 
Paterson, N. J., Aug. 22. 

Don Kerr, announcer-producer 
of WPAT here, has been upped to 
| program director by the station's 
new general manager, D. J. Wright. 

Kerr, who started in at WHK, 
Cleveland, in 1930, has announced 
and produced at WOR and WMCA, 
N. Y., and at WAAT and WATV, 








Jan. 1, '50. 
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Erwin, Wasey agency has 
aligned its New York headquarters 


License Fees Mulled for U. S. B’casters; 
Senate Report Cites ‘Special’ Gains 


Washington, Aug. 22. 


+ 
° ° Cong jill probably sid 
Erwin, Wasey NY. Shifts cee éatty ‘eat recdiageenicatna 


| Ing radio and television stations to 


re-'| pay fees for their construction per- 


|mits and for their triennial license 


|personnel. Veepee C. H. Cotting-|renewals, as well as for the filing 


ton takes over supervision of radio 
and tele. Keith B. Shaffer, return- 
ing from two years at KMBC, Kan- 
sas City, becomes director of radio, 
with Richard L. Eastland becoming 
director of television. 

Ray Simms continues as time 
buyer. 


Form New Group 
To Set Ratings 
On Sustainers 


Problem facing the AM networks 
—that of getting ratings on sustain- 
ing shows—is to be tackled by a 
new poll-taking outfit. Trendex, 
Inc., formed in N. Y. by Bob Rog- 
‘ers and Ed Hynes, two former 
associates of C. E. tlooper. Thus 
the old coincidental-telephone rat- 
ing again rears its head, although 
it has been absent from the na- 
tional statistical scene since Hooper 
sold his network service to A. C. 
Nielsen and moved into the city-by- 
city field. 

Webs have been stymied in sell- 
ing some of their sustainers be- 
cause the A. C. Nielsen company 
gives only a time-period figure in- 
stead of rating the sponsor-less 
stanzas. NBC, which has set up 
its own rating system to cover the 





Trendex and ABC is reportedly a 
strong prospect. 

Trendex will provide ratings on 
| AM sustainers and will also report 
(on TV as a regular service. Meth- 
|od will be similar to the old Hoop- 





| terviews in 20 cities in which there 
‘is four-network coverage. (The 
|old network Hooper covered 36 

four-network cities.) Outfit will 
'incept measurements the first week 
|in September, with results distrib- 


Bef the cut went into effect. “ 
efore tne cu has Charles Boyer in Adventures | uted by Sept. 20. Same schedule 


_will be followed 
| months. 

| It’s figured that the Trendex co- 
| incidental telephone data should be 
| acceptable to the trade because of 
| the acceptance which the old Hoop- 
| erating had and because many webs 
| and agencies are using the Hooper 
| city ratings. In order to give an 
| aceurate picture of the AM-TV re- 
| lationship, the 20 cities will be 
' selected to yield the same degree 
of TV penetration as exists na- 


| tio ‘ally. 


in subsequent 





Bigelow Set to Direct 


| Kildare’ for MGM ET’s 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
| Joe Bigelow, screen and radio 
scripter and ex-VARIETY mugg, has 


tions, transcription outfit, to direct 
'“Story of Dr. Kildare,” as well as 


recting the latter since May. 
Raymond Katz, MGMRA director 
of production, has been on the 


als and handling other production 
details. He returns to WMGM, 
N. Y., where he is program di- 
rector, later this week. 

Carey Wilson, Metro producer, 
will sub for Howard Dietz as host 
on the “MGM Theatre of the Air” 
transcriber while the latter is vaca- 
tioning in England. The six series 
in the MGMRA catalog are cur- 
‘rently entering their third 26-week 
cycle. ss 

Before heading back to New 
York, Katz signed six guestars for 
MGMRA’s hour show from N. Y. 
They are Barbara Stanwyck, Brian 
'Donlevy, Gloria Swanson, Joan 
| Leslie, Ellen Drew and Ruth 





now airing on 225 stations. 


of documents with the Federal 
|Communications Commission. 

| Idea is to have the stations pay 
'for special services which benefit 
|them rather than the general pub- 
llic. The FCC is only one of many 
|agencies for which this new move 
is considered, because of the heavy 
expense of running the Govern- 
ment, the big national debt and the 
steadily increasing costs of opera- 
tion. 

Budget for the FCC is about $7,- 
|500,000 a year. However, only 
|about half of this would be applica- 
ible to broadcasting, since the Com- 
{mission handles many other serv- 
jices such as telegraph, telephone 
and cables, non-commercial broad- 
cast services, marine radio, and 
| various special radio services used 
iby private business. 
| Thus, an effort would be made 
\to set up a scale of fees for the 
industry to cover most or all of 
|the share applicable to commercial 
broadcasting. 

The idea that private business 
‘should be required to pay for spe- 
icial services received from the 
| Government is not new. However, 
learly this year the Senate Commit- 
|tee on Expenditures in the Execu- 
,tive depts. went to work on the 
|problem, studying more than a 
,dozen different agencies. In its re- 
cent report, the section dealing 
with radio declared: 


‘Variety of Services’ 
“The Federal Communications 
Commission renders a tremendous 
variety of services, a substantial 


sustainers, is about to sign witht Number of which would lend them- 


selves to equitable fees. The Com- 
mission processes applications and 
grants permits for the construction 
and operation of commercial radio 
stations. Such an operating permit 
is in effect a franchise to a segment 


Although Hollywood is frown-/ er, with coincidental telephone in- | (Continued on page 34) 





‘ 


Title Hassle 
Snarls ‘Jury’ 


Hassle which has develoned over 
| title ownership of “Juvenile Jury,” 
aired Sundays at 3:30 pm. on Mu- 
|tual, may have an effect in deter- 
‘mining its continued sponsorship 
| by General Foods. 

| Although the show is a Jack 
‘Barry-Dan Enright production, 
after January, 1952, WOR. N. Y. 
_fone of Mutual's key stockholder 
| stations), will own the title. “Juve- 
nile Jury.” However. Barry-Enright 
will continue to own the package. 
Program was originated when pair 
| were employees of WOR, hence the 
'hassle. Sponsor feels that for four 
\years it has put money into the 
|Stanza, building up the title’s value, 
}and that the tag should belong to 


ithe packagers. . 
| On the other hand, WOR is re- 








President” for been signed by MGM Radio Attrac- | ported taking a firm stand against 


|relinquishing its rights to 
‘name. 


the 
Although it could not use 


\feels ownership of the “Jury” tag 
|will insure MBS’ hold on this seg- 
;ment of the GF billings. 

Sponsor and packager, however, 
\feel that if WOR-Mutual refuses 
to give up rights to the title they 
will immediately start to build up 
a secondary title and merely use 
the “Jury” name in the intro. 





Hub Zany Team Splits; 


~-Pgm. Duties Come First 
Boston, Aug. 22. 
Announcer Tom Russell has re- 
|placed Ray Giradin as Carl Moore’s 
| teammate on the latter's zany early 
‘morning show emanating daily 
‘from WEEI, Hub’s CBS outlet. 
Giradin, longtime airwave part 
ner of Moore's, relinquished the 





Newark. He started at WPAT, Hussey. Transcribed dramatics are ‘spot to devote full time to duties 


las program director of the station. 
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E FOR DEFENSE 
th Ensign Jack Siegel, U..S. 
Army Band under Capt. Hugh 


Curry P 
Producer-scripter: Stanley Field 
Commentator: Maxwell Marvin 
3 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 

ustain 


in 
ABC, frets Washington 
The wartime version of this 
Dept. of Defense airer has 
been revamped and stepped up in 
keeping with the times. No longer 
concerned with a general interpre- 


tation of functions of the armed 
services to the public, but pinned 
down by events to an up-to-the- 
minute. reporting and interpreting 
_ show emerges as a fast-moving, 

alf-hour of music, news and analy- 
sis. 

Show has been streamlined into 


a tighter-knit, faster-moving mili- 





tary presentation than it was when 
it began, almost a year ago. The 


opening has been shortened and} 


the entire format and spirit is now 
marital. Music is entirely military 
and patriotic, with plenty of flag- 
waving, but kept under control by 
the deft management of conductor 
Capt. Hugh Curry. Opening with an 
original musical introduction defi- 
nitely keyed to the excitement and 
tenseness of the on-the-spot re- 
porting featured in the show, pro- 





ducer-scripter Stanley Field man-| 
ages to keep up the pace through- | 
out. 

“Star” of first show under new 
format is Ensign Jack Siegel, | 
sportscaster and currently.covering | 
the war as combat radio corre-| 
spondent. Siegel conveys the flavor | 


{ 


of the Korean background with the| 


best of all devices, the people con-| 


cerned and the actual sounds ac-| 
companying their activity. There’s | 
an eye-witness account of the land-| 
ing of the marines in South Korea, 
complete with shouts and cheers} 
of the Leathernecks and playing of | 
the Marine band. There’s a pickup | 
from the troop train; the briefing | 
by a Marine Colonel; an interroga- | 
tion of a Red POW by an intelli-| 
gence officer, including the official 
translator’s running interpreta- 
tion. Siegel handles his thores with | 
the ease of the professional. 
Maxwell Marvin, acting as “de-| 
fense reporter,” handles the inter-| 
pretative commentating job| 
straight, in keeping with the docu-| 
mentary flavor. 
Musical selections are cannily 
chosen. Part of the revamped for-| 
mat calls for a systematic monthly | 
rotation of all four service bands, | 
with show originating at the| 
group’s home base. Since the mili-| 
tary bands are of uniformly high| 
quality, results should be even. 





| 
| 


Subsequent programs will con- | 


tinue to concentrate on the Korean 
scene, with Siegel and Major Wes| 


McPheron alternating from their | 


frontline spots. 

Show is currently heard on 
about 200 of the web’s stations, 
plus Voice of America and the 
Armed Forces Radio Service, car- 
ried to U. S. troops all over the 
world. Natural interest in the mili- 
tary crisis, plus the improved, up- 
to-the-minute flavor of show, should 
increase its circulation. Lowe. 


MAN IN THE STREET ASKS 
ABOUT NEWS 


With Leo W. O’Brien, Howard 

Maschmeier 

15 Mins.; Tues.-Thurs.-Sun., 7:30 
p.m. 

Sustaining 


WPTR, Albany 

Program, answering questions of 
the man in the street on the Kor- 
ean situation and other world and 
national news, quickly strides into 
one of the top spots among area 
orginations,; via the skillful hands 
and authoritative voice of Leo W. 
O’Brien, veteran INS correspond- 
ent. O’Brien, whose weekly ‘“‘News 
From Capitol Hill” feature won an 
award last spring from the Ohio 
U. Radio Institute, is probably the 
solidest working reporter on the 
air here and is also WPTR’s strong- 
est straight personality. 

A combination of the factual, in- 
terpretative and commentary, 
program is neither easy to classify 
nor to achieve. It isn’t perfect yet. 
O’Brien admits that he is no sense 
an expert on Korea, but his long 
experrence in the news field quali- 
fies him to handle the _ public’s 
queries. 

Program brings listeners up-to- 
date on Korean developments, the 
United Nations proceedings and 
other news musts. It closes with 
“global quotations’ — remarks ut- 
tered by world leaders and read by 
O’Brien. He possesses a voice and 
a personality of network calibre, 
but might modulate the former and 
cut down the twang. Howard 
Maschmeier, as feeder, despite two 
mild fluffs on second salvo, comes 

through very well. His questions, 
smoothly phrased, tend to be 
lengthy; they sometimes include or 
indicate opinions, 

Show, cut from a rough script, 
is too important to be transcribed; 
should be live. Jaco. 


LIFE WITH LUIGI 
With J. Carroll Naish, Alan Reed, 

Hans Conried, Jody Gilbert, Ken 

Peters, Mary Shipp, others 
Producer-Director: Cy Howard 
Writers: Lou Derman, Mac Benoff 
30 Mins., Tues., 9 p.m. 

WRIGLEY 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Meyerhoff ) 

“Life with Luigi” remains a like- 
able show. It’s return to the spec- 
trum Tuesday (15) indicates that 
the session still is beset with the 
basic problem of whether to let 
gags that have little bearing on the 
plot interfere with the action, or 
whether it will be moulded into 
pure situation comedics. This 





fundamental confusion frequently 
interferes with the overall effec- | 
tiveness, but if the success of the | 
stanza is to be measured by its| 
laugh content, “Luigi” is making | 
good with its listeners. 

J. Carroll Naish, playing the cen- 
tral figure of the Italian immigrant 
who tries to make good in Chicago, 
gives a good deal of authenticity to | 
the title role. He creates a like- | 
able, thoroughly moral character | 
who’s frequently forced to run 
counter to his ethical code by the 
connivings of those gered 
ing him. In the initial session, | 
Luigi suffered a minor fire loss and 
the wise boys around him figured | 
that he could cash in by exag-| 
gerating his losses. Luigi, ulti-| 
mately, became so afraid of legal, 
entanglements, that he wound up 
bargaining with the insurance ad- | 
juster for a lower settlement. 

“Luigi” has a set of capable} 
performers. There’s an authentic) 


melting-pot flavor to provide rich | ally handled by Bartlett and Frank | pneumonia. . . 


atmosphere, with Alan Reed, Hans 
Conried, Jody Gilbert, Ken Peters, 
Mary Shipp and others giving val-| 
uable assists. Jose. 





PATT BARNES SHOW 
Writer-producer-director: Barnes 
15 Mins., Fri.; 4:45 p.m. 
Participating 
WJZ, from N. Y. 
Aired from the Cafe Lounge of | 
N. Y.’s Cavanagh’s restaurant, this | 
15-minute program is an informal | 
chitchat session with not too broad | 
appeal among afternoon dialers. | 
Show is being broadcast by WJZ, | 
N. Y., in line with its work-with- | 
the-community slant. Idea is to) 
have the mayor of a different town 
near New York guest on the show | 
each week. It’s felt by the station | 
that the confabs between the visit- | 
ing mayors and host Patt Barnes} 
can result in a useful exchange of | 
civic policies. However, judging | 
by the preem show Friday (18), dis- | 
cussions are of a routine nature | 
and too brief, thus resulting in very | 
little constructive material being | 
offered. | 
Program stands out mostly as a| 
showcase for Cavanagh’s, which re- 
ceived a lengthy sendoff by Barnes 
at the start of the show. Broad- 
cast also spotted two other plugs. 
One was the “Chiquita Banana” 
commercial, while the other was a 
pitch for Holiday mag. Barnes, a 
soft-spoken, folksy-type commenta- 
tor, handles the proceedings in an 
affable manner. Guesting on the 
initial airer was the Mayor of 
White Plains and his wife. Topics 
discussed included the number of 
schools and hospitals in White 
Plains, traffic problems, civilian 
defense and religious and racial 
harmony. Gros. 


TRAFFIC SAFETY REPORTERS 

With George Selden, Tom Walsh 
and Harold Calkins, Guests 

15 Mins.; Sat.; 9 a.m. 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Program, transcribed the pre- 
vious afternoon at one of Schenect- 
ady’s busiest traffic points, brings 
on mike announcer George Selden, 
two policemen and passing motor- 
ists. It is one of the best, yet sim- 
plest, safety shows presented in 
the Capital district. The police of- 
ficers have a list of traffic rule and 
car-operating questions which they: 
ask drivers, men and women. 
Selden joins in the exchanges and 
pops a query about the motorist’s 
“pet peeve.” 

The field of traffic safety is quite 
thoroughly explored in the _ in- 
formal _ discussions. Policemen 
highlight the interviews with per- 
sonal observations and. pointed 
stories. 

Interviews whether by chance or 
screening—seem intelligent and 
well informed. Women, _inci- 
dentally, insist they are not in- 
ferior drivers. Selden is excellent; 
officers are good, although word- 
age is long in spots. Jaco. 








MEET MacPHERSON 
With Stew MacPherson 
15 Mins., Sun., 2:30 p.m. 
FARMERS & MECHANICS BANK 
WCCO, Minneapolis 

“Meet MacPherson,” an _ inter- 
view show based on timely ma- 
terial and guests, features Stew 
MacPherson, formerly big gun of 
the BBC, now here with WCCO. 


(Continued on page 34) 





WELCOME TRAVELERS 

With Tommy 

Producer: Stefan Hatos 

Director: Bob Cunningham 
Writers: George Anderson, Wally 


Mon.-thru-Fri. “9 am. 


TQ) 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
NBC, from Chicago 
(Biow) 

Now in its fourth season (first 
two on ABC), “Welcome Travelers” 
keeps rolling along in successful 
fashion. Show’s format remains 
basically unehanged, with host 
Tommy Bartlett interviewing trav- 
elers passing through the Windy 
City. 


Appeal of the cross-the-board | 


strip rests heavily on the old saw | ie “Sieh Wien? 


that there’s nothing more interest- 
ing than people, provided they’re 
carefully chosen in advance. 


a good knack of coming up with an | 
assortment of interesting wayfarers 
for the show. And because it is 
taped a day ahead, session has a 
smoothness that belies the fatt that | 


familiar with a mike. 

Equally important attribute is 
the expert emceeing of Bartlett, 
who projects a large degree of 
friendliness and enthusiasm into 
the affair. 


Four travelers were talked to on!- - 


show heard (16). Especially lively 
were the two Canadian lads who 
described their adventures while | 
hitch-hiking across the country. | 
&G commercials were profession- | 


Gallop. Dave, | 


| 


IT’S HIGGINS, SIR | 

(‘Advance Release’) 

With Harry McNaughton, Vinton | 
Hayworth, Vera Allen, Pat! 
Hosley, Charles Nevil, Denise | 
Alexander, Mary Michael, Ethel 
Wilson 

Writer - producer - director: 
Harrison 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 

NBC, from New York 
Sixth in the series of 

“Advance Release” programs, | 

spotting initial airers of show | 

series likely to play soon on the| 
network, ““‘It’s Higgins, Sir” shapes | 
up as interesting, palatable air | 
fare. It should do okay with net-| 
work audiences. Show has the ad-| 
vantage of Harry McNaughton in| 
the vital Higgins role, as an Eng-| 
lish butler, a part that fits him | 
admirably because of his long} 
association with such British char- 
acterizations, both on the stage and 
in radio. 

Plot for this one is fashioned | 
flong the lines of the Mr. Bel-| 
vedere experiences on the screen. | 
In this opus, the typical American | 
family of Roberts has its regular | 
routine interrupted by the arrival 
of Higgins, a gentleman’s gentle- 
man, who goes with the expensive | 
silver set -inherited by Phillip | 
Roberts from a British relation. | 
Will stipulates that the butler must | 
remain as long as the silver serv- | 
ice does, and when he goes, the 
silver set also is lost. 

Story relates the various reac- 
tions, all originally bad, of the 
Roberts family members when they 
first come in contact with Higgins. 
This develops pat situations and 
dialog, most of them geared for 
certain laughs which they get. 
Gagging wears a bit thin after 
about 10 minutes, but saving grace 
is in the show keeping constantly 
moving forward to the climax, | 

McNaughton is surrounded by | 
a capable cast that includes Vinton | 
Hayworth, Vera Allen ‘excellent as | 
Mrs. Roberts), Charles Nevil, | 
Denise Alexander and Pat Hosley. 
Last-named really takes the laurels 
of the supporting group. Ethel 
Wilson makes the aunt a bit un- 
believable. 

Paul Harrison not only did a 
capable scripting job but deftly 
directed and produced. Will Lorin 
provided a neat scoring job for the 
musical background. This is a 
light, frothy piece that could - be 
readily made into a weekly feature. 

Wear. 


Paul | 





NBC’s | 





CHILDREN’S CAROUSEL 
With George Michaels, Others 
Producer: Norman Tillman 
30 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 a.m, 
SWARTZ & LEVISON 
WROW, Albany 

(Goldman, Walter & Kanna) 

Mild kids program would be im- 
proved if participants were per- 
suaded to sing numbers more ap- 
propriate to their age and vocal 
ranges. On half-hour heard (19), 
current ballads comprised major 
part of the offering. George 
Michaels, who handles, has an 
easy manner, but his New England 
accent is slightly hard. 

Dick Hartigan pianos for singers. 
Addition of instrumentalists—they 
have appeared on other’ children’s 
WROW shows and may work this 
one, other times—would help. 


~ From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Richard S. Testut, Associated Program Service veepee, leaves to- 
morrow (24) on a biz tour of Canada and Coast. ...WMGM now 
airing night trotting from Yonkers Raceway. ... Fred Allen vaca- 
tioning for several weeks at Sea Girt, N. J... . Peggy Lobbin joins 
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Les 
| Lear and his five-man crew, cover- 
ing the city’s railroad and bus sta- | 
| tions and airports, have developed | 


| White. 


peerg g ty “all | Bermuda. 
ost OF the interviewees are uN-| producer for Geyer, Newell & Ganger. . 


| proving there’s an audience for longhair. 


,and Jack Meakin carries on as music director. 





Block is nicely titled. Jaco. 


“Love and Learn.” , . . Mary Irish new publicity director at WTTM, 
Trenton. . . . Robert Montgomery returns to his ABC gab series to- 
morrow (Thurs.). ... Evelyn Varden, of “Young Dr. Malone” cast, is 
featured in new film, “Stella,” and Elspeth Eric opened on Broadway 


. James Van Dyke new to “The Romance of 
Helen Trent.” . .. Tony Rivers added to,‘“Front Page Farrell.” 


“Cavalcade of America” starts its 16th year next Tuesday (29) with 


| director John Zoller coincidentally celebrating his 25th anni in show 


biz. . . . Trendle-Campbell Enterprises, producer of the “Lone 
Ranger,” has named F. T. Mincolla merchandise manager for L-R 
products. . . . The Howard F. Todmans ‘(he’s biz manager of Good- 
son-Todman Productions) have named their second daughter Leslie 
... “Junior Celebrities at the Little Club” resumes on WOR 
Sept. 10... . Judy Cortada sails tomorrow (Thurs.) for two weeks in 
. . « Tom Hicks, ex-Fletcher D. Richards, new exec AM-TV 
. . Liberty Broadcasting 
System has set up N. Y. offices with sales manager Morgan Ryan 
‘(ex-ABC) in charge. ... William Chalmers, AM-TV veepee of Kenyon 
& Eckhardt, visiting Coast on “Ford Theatre” affairs. . . . WINS’ 


| Henry Milo to air from bridge of the new liner Liberte today (Wed.). 


MBS veepee Abe Schechter returns from Europe aboard the same ship. 
WMCA’s Ted Steele is planning entertainment for wounded 
Korea GIs at the Mitchel Field hospital. He’s already donated 500 
records, with WMGM’s Ted Husing giving 250 disks. . . Doug 
MacNamee and Ed De Gray, both CBS, will represent radio in the 
Pimm’s Cup Celebrity Tennis Tournament at Forest Hills today 
(Wed.). . . . Hal Davis back at Kenyon & Eckhardt after a siege of 
. Treva Frazee on ABC’s ‘‘Modera Romance” Friday 
(25). ... Peggy Lobbin featured on Armstrong “Theatre” Saturday (26). 

Thesper Jack Lloyd on MBS’ ‘Family Theatre’ tonight (23). ... 
Ted Schneider, WMGM operations manager, vacationing in -Poconos. 
. . . NBC program veepee Bud Barry to Coast on details of the new 
Hedda Hopper 30-minute stanza, which will use film names. ... Ben- 
ton & Bowles’ Walter Craig planed to Hollywood Monday (21) due to 
death of Ken Burton. . . . Norman Brokenshire of WJZ to give a 


|““Tea for Two” party at Tavern-on-the-Green tomorrow (24)... . NBC's 


George Wallace to uncork fall program promotion campaign Friday 
(25). . . . Brian Donlevy records “Thunder Afloat” for ““MGM Theatre 
of Air’ Friday. . .. John Rich, legman for the McGraw production 
“Wanted” on NBC, has just returned from a four-week trip through 
eight western states gathering case data for scripts. . . . Agent Don 
Sharpe left yesterday (Tues.) to return to the Coast. ... Alice Frost 
& Joe Curtin return for their original roles on CBS Tuesday night 
mystery series, “Mr. & Mrs. North,” wnoen it resumes Sept. 5. 

CBS’ Abe Burrows stricken with virus pneumonia Sunday (20) night. 
... NBC’s “Big Town” to air ‘““Murder Takes a Joy Ride” script Tuesday 
(29) as a pre-Labor Day safety warning to motorists. . .. Margaret 
Arlen of WCBS commended by Mayor O’Dwyer for anti-hoarding cam- 
paign. ... The Joe Givens ‘he’s with WOV and she was with the 
indie before their marriage) have named their new son Jeffrey Joel. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Alan Reed will be up to his old Falstaffian tricks again when he 
tees up a five-minute strip over ABC for Mars candy bars. It will be 
a mixture of poesy, fable and fantasy. ...C. Nicholas Priaulx, only 
network v.p. hailing from the Isle of Guernsey, passing a couple of 
weeks here on vacation and diversionary business talks with Frank 
Samuels at ABC. ... Al Jolson will give out with song and anecdote 
in the Walter Winchell spot Aug. 27. ... Earl Ebi and Mannie Manheim, 
partners in packaging, now have two shows making the agency 
rounds. First is based on Warden Clinton Duffy’s tome on San Quen- 
tin and the other is a comedy stanza starring Pat Patrick, otherwise 
Ercil Twing of the Charlie McCarthy show. ... Ben Brady shoves off 
for N. Y. next month to do some writing for Ken Murray’s TV show. 
He may also revive “Brooding with Bardy” for one of the nets... . 
Wayne Steffner quit as sales manager for Columbia Pacific network, 
and Frank Oxarart dittoed as ad chief of Hunt: Foods, so they could 
set up shop for packaging radio and TV shows. . . . KFAC, longhair 
music station, is sold out five days a week from 3:30 p.m. to 1 a.m, 
Only works of the masters 
are played, : :; 

Cran Chamberlain checked out as director of program writing at 
KNX to wrap up a few shows of his own. That was his old trade be- 
fore joining CBS eight years ago. .. . CBS has decided to call the new 
Hal Peary series “Honest Harold.’ Norman Macdonnell produces 
.. . Willet Brown, prez 
of Don Lee network, is following in his father’s footsteps and will 
take over the Cadillac agency in Bevhills when he departs the radio 
scene. . . . Jack Kirkwood has finally made the rounds of all the nets 
by signing with Don Lee for a half-hour daytime strip. He’ll be 
flanked, as in past years, by Billy Grey and Lillian Leigh, and the 
same wacky format will prevail. . . David Rose supplants Jack 
Kirkwood for the remaining five weeks of Red Skelton’s hiatus. 


The redhead wil! do a five-minute spot on each show asa warmup 
for the new season, 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Bill Slater here Sunday (20) taping 10 segments of his quarter-hour 
uiz show package, “Share the Wealth,” which will be aired on midwest 
s ationsefor Kroger. see Herb Newcomb leaves ABC announcer staff 
to set up his own biz. . . . RCA Victor Distributors have picked up 
WAAF’s “Symphony Hour” for a year. Show, aired six times weekly, 
is emceed by Dick Winters. . . . Fran Allison helped select the two - 
Red Feather kids to be featured in Chi Community Chest campaign. 
. Fred Casper and Ken Nordine handling commercial duties on 
ABC’s “Breakfast Club” during vacations of Don Doud and Bob Mur- 
phy. ... Jean Hersholt slated to be featured speaker at annual confab 
of Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity Sept. 4. ... Paul Fry, general man- 
ager of KBON, Omaha, in town on business last week. . . . Chi’s 
Roosevelt College and Harvard have requested copies of the scrapts 
for WBBM’s documentary “The Quiet Answer” for classroom use. 
WMAQ newscaster Norm Barry named first honorary member of 
the 52 Assn., hospitalized vets service group, for his promotion of the 
organization on his morning news show. . . , Oldtime Chi radio. man 
Dave Malcolm ringmastering the Sister Kenny Polio Fund Circus be- 
ing held this week at Soldiers Field. . . . Dick Lewin, general manager 
of KTRE, Lufkin, Tex., checked into MBS central division offices last 
week... . State Dept. has asked for a record of Fahey Flynn’s WBBM 
exclusive interview with Mrs, Herbert Lord, who barely escaped cap- 
ture by the Reds in Korea. . . . George Herro, MBS central division 
flack, initiated into Public Relations Society of America... . Harry 
Struthers shifts from Chi office to Radio Sales to account exec berth 
with RS in N. Y. . . . Franklin Babcock joins ABC announcer staff 
on temporary basis. . .. WBBM news editor Julian Bentley leaves 


‘(Continued on page 36) 
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New Programs Getting Brushoff As 
Sponsors Rush Into Daytime Slots 


With more advertisers rushing 
into daytime as a hedge against 
TV’s inroads in evening AM, the 
bigger networks are finding it dif- 
ficult to get morning and afternoon 
periods in which to try out new 
programs. 

While “it’s great to sell time,” 
the web programmers say, it’s also 
important to experiment with new 
ideas. When a period opens and 
the show developers ready one of 
the airers on which they’ve worked 
and cut auditions, up pops a bank- 
roller and buys out the slot from 
under them. 

As an example, NBC has daytime 
shows with Charles Boyer and 
Claudette Colbert which it wants 
to schedule, but can’t find the 
room. Last open space was the 11- 


11:30 a.m. strip. which Bristol- 
Myers bought for “Break the 
Bank,” Monday, Wednesday and | 


Friday. Kellogg, which was sup- 
posed to buy the 1:30 p.m. strip 
(in station option time), couldn’t 
get that period because not enough 
affiliates would clear. Now NBC 
is trving to put Kellogg into the 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
11 a.m. periods. 

Armour bought Dave Garroway 
at 1:15 p.m. in the east (12:15 p.m. 
in other zones) and Manhattan 
Soap has the 1:45 p.m. eastern 
(12:45 in central zone) slot. 

As a result, NBC may have to 
appeal to stations for additional 
network dption time. Following the 
web’s last appeal for more network 
time it got the right to shift the 
Miles Laboratories shows from 7- 
7:30 p.m. to 7:30-8 p.m., which will 
remove the island of station time 
that immediately precedes the 8 
p.m. network shows. However, 
Pure Oil Co. will have to move 
H. V. Kaltenborn, who is now in 
one of the periods which Miles is 
slated to get. 


Free Competition Rule 
Invoked by FCC Again 
In Reidsville, N.C., Case 


Washington, Aug. 22. 

Even if it could be shown that 
a town could not support two 
standard radio stations, the FCC 
still would not prevent a second 
one from going into the business, 
the agency ruled last week in turn- 
ing down the petition of WFRC 
in Reidsville, N. C., for a rehear- 
ing on the application of WREV 
(FM) for an AM outlet. ; , 

Commission reaffirmed its deci- 
sion of last March in the Cullman, 





Ala., case in which it ruled “that | 


“as a matter of policy, the possible 


effects of competition will be dis- | 
regarded in passing upon applica- | 


tions for new broadcast stations.” 


Commission found that Reids- | 


ville Broadcasting Co., owner of 
WREV and the Reidsville Review, 
is financially qualified to build and 
operate its proposed AM_ station, 
contrary to contentions of WFRC. 
Agency said that WFRC further 
failed to show facts to support a 
conclusion that injury to the public 
would result from competition of 
a second AM station. 


All-Carnegie Tech Touch 
To New Pitt WEDO Airer 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 22. 

New daily program on WEDO 
is almost a Carnegie Tech Music 
School exclusive. It’s written and 
directed by Ken Campbell, a stu- 
dent and station’s new assistant 
director. Wednesdays it features J. 
Frederick Gentry, baritone, who 
just graduated, accompanied by 





Richard Means, an undergraduate. | 


The Friday quarter-hour has 
Lorraine Prus, a soprano who got 
her diploma two months ago, ac- 
companied by Eleanor Garroway, 
who finished at Tech in 1947. 
Show airs every evening at 6:15 
and will add live talent on other 
days shortly. Meantime, on the 
days when the Tech gang isn’t on 
the program, it’s transcribed. . 


a 
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20th Buys ‘Rose’ Spots 


| Spots plugging “Black Rose” and 
ithe N. Y. Philharmonic Symphony’s 
appearance at the Roxy, N. Y., 
have been bought by 20th-Fox over 
WQXR, longhair indie. Starting 
Aug. 27 for a five-day period, 20 
spots daily will be used. 
Agency is Charles Schlaifer. 


5006 AM-TV Deal 
Pacted by WFIL 


Philadelphia, Aug. 22. 

In what is said to be the largest 
radio-television contract ever inked 
‘in this area, Adam Scheidt Brew- 
ing Co. (Valley Forge Beer and 
|Ramshead Ale) has signed a five- 
year deal with WFIL and.WFIL- 
TV. At current rates, the contract 
‘represents more than $500,000 bill- 
jing. The account was placed by 
Ward Wheelock Co. 
The five-year pact, 52 weeks 
‘firm, calls for yearly renewal op- 
\tions at the rates then prevailing 
on both medi: It becomes effective 
| Monday, Sept. 11. 
| The radio contract covers a one- 
j|hour show Monday threugh Satur- 
iday from 11 p.m. to midnight, fea- 
ituring Bob Horn, one of the city’s 
\“name” disk jocks. On WFIL-TV, 
|Scheidt will sponsor a quarter-hour 
\sports program, Monday through 
Saturday, 7-7:15 p.m., featuring 








George Walsh, highest rated sports- | 


|caster in Philly TV. 

| The programs, in both mediums, 
are designed in content and time 
of presentation to snag a wide, 
varied sudience. The Horn show 
iwill be titled “Valley Forge Jam- 
boree.” Horn moyes to WFIL from 
WIP, and in addition to the music 
'will supplement recordings with 
late sports results and important 
news breaks. 

| Sportscaster Walsh is the TV 
‘commentator for the Philadelphia 
re 


AUSSIE STATION OFFERS 
PLATTERS FOR U.S. SALE 


An Australian radio station, 3DB, 
is circularizing American stations 
offering transcribed programs for 
sale. The “Down Under” outlet, 
'owned by the Melbourne Herald 
|and Weekly Times, is peddling the 
platters which it has sold to broad- 
'easters in Canada, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Honolulu, Malta, 
| Trinidad. Bermuda and Singapore, 
‘In Australia some of the airers 
have been backed by Shell, Lever 
Bros., Colgate, Atlantic Oil and 
Kraft. 

The Aussie outfit says that, be- 
cause of the exchange situation, its 
| prices are low in dollars. 


FM Network Spreading To 
Philly With WQXR Shows 


The FM network which carries 
‘the N. Y¥. Times-owned WQXR’s 
‘longhair music and the hourly 
| news bulletins of the Times, will 
‘extend to Philadelphia Sept. 1, 
adding WFLN, Philly, and WTOA, 
Trenton. Network will total 16 sta- 
' tions. e 

| WTOA, Trenton Times station, 
will pick up the WQXR signal and 
relay it to WFLN. The outlets will 
carry the indie’s shows daily and 
Sunday from 7:30 p.m. to 12:05 
a.m., except from 9:30-10 p.m. The 
relay network extends as far north 
as Niagara Falls via the 11 stations 
of the Rural Radio Network. 

















-WMCA’s Fordham Games 
| WMCA, N. Y. indie, is peddling 
'a package for Fordham U. grid 
'games on Saturday afternoons. 

Only one of the games will be 
televised, the Fordham-New York 
'U. contest on Saturday, Nov. 25, 
‘which WCBS-TV, N. Y., will earry, 
|backed by Esso. 
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BIZ DROPS OFF, 
EAMG FOLD UP 


By JACK HELLMAN 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
“It’s not like tne old days when | 
|J. Savington (Savvy) Crampton | = ‘ ’ 
/used to pour tea every afternoon | NBC to Audition Nero 
at four. The Esty office was hop-| “Nero Wolfe” detective series 


| ping then and so were the others.” | will be auditioned by NBC, with 
It was with a wistful sigh that| Ed Fadiman as producer. 

the oldtimer recalled radio’s halcy-| Ted Ashley Associates-Ira Steiner 
| on days. He was sure that he saw _is handling sale of the Rex Stout- 
| Shosts stalking through the half-| authored stories. Fadiman owns 














| 
| 
| 





empty offices, the wraith of men|the show’s rights. 
|who made Hollywood the radio | 
| center of a kilocycle empire. A | e 
| bustling town of the ’40s was fast 
| becoming a mere shadow of its Barry Tightens 
ormer self. The old west knows 
it better as a ghost town. 
| It doesn’t take an oldtimer to 
| recall the days when five or six of oi. ep e 
| the big agencies handled any- 
|where from 40 to 50 shows a} wRC’s AM program  veepee 
aes Rg eles: Ey a sy aa Charles (Bud) Barry, in his first 
ew y pry td Selita” acai for | Personnel realignment since taking 
 talevialon to take up the slack Pn jade the post last sprtng. 38 Seay 
| though many of the big commis- | ¢8 Up and streamlining the de- 
| os : .|partment. Basic approach is to 
| Sion houses are holding on to their | clear Barry of operating details 
| space hopeful of better times when \freeing him for more creativ and 
ithe ‘cable comes through. The | seline functions ’ . 
| reat i ee ee sr hee | _Under the new setup Leslie Har- 
gest markets west of Chicago but |S: now production supervisor, be- 
| it’ll take more than regional eile eastern program manager as 
| ing to put people behind all those meri 4 s No. 2 man, Bob Womboldt 
desks. ecomes supervisor of production, 
Closing of the Esty office was | Handling directcrs and producers, 
a blow to home pride but reasoned and Grant Tinker a pene gel of net- 
the big wheels back east “why | Work operations, handling lines, 
| keep an office going with nothing | Studios and other facilities. Tinker 
lit it?” Bob Hawk. all that’s left | nad been assistant to James Ko- 
|here of the Camel billing, has his | V@¢h. Program operations manager. 
|own cubicle in Beverly Hills, and|,, 12€ Program operations func- 
| with Screen Guild Players and tions will be absorbed by the all 
| Jimmy Durante departed, there | gram department, handled by Tink- 
| was only the help left to keep the °&: who'll report to Harris. Kovach 
| water jug gurgling. takes the new post of operations 
| The lights are still burning at |: 
| Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell ie? 
| Bayles but the teletype is as silent | Mitchell 
as activity in the accounting de- 


Benson remains in 
charge of contracts and packages, 


with Joel Hammill in charge of 


| partment. Last year there was ‘pi 
| Jimmie Fidler for Arrid and program submissions. Effect of the 
| “Hollywood Star Theatre” for change is to shorten the chain of 


| Anacin. Both are in the endbook |°°™™and. 


4 ae hey sy Pyrat the 
| melasma te the oreng a sean OKLA. STATION GETS OK 
fall TV business. 


Those Were The Days 


At the J. Walter Thompson 
office they can remember when 





Washington, Aug. 22. 


Federal Communications Com- 


Lever, Ford, Nash, Old Gold, Shell | tion permission to go silent for a 
and RCA had shows going full! period of 60 days while it obtained 
tilt 39 weeks of the year and a few | new studios, and to refinance and 
in the summer. Now all that’s left reorganize. In taking the unusual 
(Continued on page 34) step, the Commission warned that 
|if the station failed to come back 
}on the air at the end of 60 days, its 
| license would be cancelled. 
| Station is KCHE, at El Reno, 
Okla. Commission added: “In the 
event the contemplated financial 





Lanny Ross to Star on New 
‘Steamboat Jamboree’ ET's reorganization mentioned in your 


Lanny Ross will star on “Steam- | letter of July 31, 1950, should re- 
boat Jamboree,” new airer with a|sult in a transfer of control, prior 
| vaude format, which bows on the!Commission approval must be 
World Broadcasting System’s affil- | secured before station KCHE re- 
iate stations exclusively, starting | sumes operation. You are further 
‘Sept. 17. In addition to acting as | advised that if a transfer applica- 
singing host, Ross will share the | tion is found to be necessary, it 
emcee chores with local WBS af-| Should be filed within the 60-day 
filiate-station announcers. Show, a | Period of authorized silence. 


half-hour library transcription pro- 
-KMPC Asks FCC Easing 





gram, marks Ross’ debut into this 
type of programming. 

. Mimi Benzell will guest on the 
initial show, which will feature 
the Steamboat Grand Concert orch, 
Razz-Ma-Tazz Boys, a Dixieland 
crew; Harmony Four, a barbershop 
quartet; and the River Boys, a male 
.chorus. Additional musical backing 
will be supplied by Hank Sylvern’s 
orch. Ross, incidentally, also has 
a show on the Mutual network. 


Washington, Aug. 22. 

Station KMPC asked the Federal 
Communications Commission last 
| weekend to postpone indefinitely 
| the deadline of its construction per- 
mit for 50kw unlimited «speration. 
| Station is ow 50kw daytime and 
;10kw nighttime. New construction 
jand equipment, costing between 
$175,000 and $225,000, would be re- 
quired .for the expanded power. 
| Petition filed on behalf of the sta- 
| tion points out that the case of G. 
A. Richards, its owner, has long 
drawn out with no guarantee that 
his big L.A. station will have its 
license renewed. ‘.herefore, it 
“would not be wise” to go into an 
expansion program at this time. 

Meantime, Sen. Styles Bridges 
(R., N.H.)) issued a statement last 
week questioning the procedure of 
the FCC staff in license renewals, 
and charging it with being “off. the 
beam” in the case of F MPC, 








News Sponsors . 
Cleveland, Aug. 22. 

Reflecting continued demand for 
news, NBC here has sold three 
newscast. WTAM has sold five- 
minute 7 a.m. Show three times a 
week to Italian Swiss Colony Wine 
and the 11 a.m. five-minute stanza 
Monday through Friday has been 
picked up by Burkhardt Beer. 

Television-wise, WNBK has sold 
the 6:45 p.m. five-minute newscast, 
Monday through Friday, to Central 
Cadillac. 


Cleve. 








t coordinator of TV production serv- | 


Standard Brands, Kellogg, Kraft,! mission last week gave a radio sta- | 


Unity Restored in Eastern RWG As 
Plea for Writers War Board Passes; 


Stabile to Stay Awhile as Exec Sec. 


* Threat of a 


vlic on the eastern 
region council of the Radio W. ‘ers 
Guild was appar_ntly removed 
Monday (21) when tle RWG’'s 
national council (covering N.Y., 
Hollywood and Chi) voted to urge 
|forration of writers emergency 
|'groups ‘nilar to the Writers War 
| Board of World War II. Eas‘ern 
|region -ouncil endor 1 the resolu- 
| tion and voted to censure Wel’ -urn 
| Kelley, the alternate member who 
| resigned after the council on July 
|25 tabled his resolution on a writ- 
lers ‘olunteer grou». 
| James A. S' bile, who Thursday 
(17) announced his resignation as 
natioue’ and eastern region execu- 
tive secretary and eastern counsel, 
|Said yesterday (Tues. that ie will 
|remain in office until completion 
|of certification proce.dings about 
to be filed with the National Labor 
Relations Board in conn «tion with 
the RWG's pact with agencies, net- 
works and indie packagers. A joint 
statement by Stabile and Sheldon 
| Stark, eastern region veepee, said, 
“Contrary to previous reports Sta- 
bile and the RWG council are in 
accord on all matters.” 

National council resolution said 
that because writers are being 
asked to provide “‘‘erarv material 


(Continued on page 35) 


FCC Dismisses Charge Of 
One-Sided Politics Vs. 
KOB But Warns Station 


Washington, Aug. 22. 

Federal Communications Com- 
| mission last week dismissed the 
|complaint against station KOB, 
Albuquerque, but at the same time 
advised the station to watch its 
step. Dismissal came at the request 
|of former Rep. John J. Dempsey, 
of New Mexico; he asked that his 
original charges, that the station 
was one-sided in political broad- 
casts, be withdrawn. Case has been 
pending since late in 1949. 

“Although we are at this time 
resolving in your favor the ques- 








| 


TO GO SILENT 60 DAYS bisins.” Fcc wrote to Kop, “we 


are taking this occasion to urge 
you to reread the Commission’s re- 
| port in the matter of editorializing 
| by broadcast licensees. 

“You have on several occasions 
| affirmed your intent to be fair 
and diligent in discharging your 
public trust, but your apparent 
disposition to rest on the KOB 
| policy of making time available 
| for ‘the other side’ does not fully 
' prove the recesses of licensee re- 
| sponsibility. We pointed out in our 
| Editorialization Report that a 
| licensee’s obligation to serve the 
|public interest cannot be met 
‘merely through‘ adoption of a 
general policy of not refusing to 
_ broadcast opposing views where a 
demand is made of the station for 
broadcast time. 

“A licensee has an affirmative 
duty to seek out, aid and en- 
| courage the broadcast of views on 
the other side. We trust that a 
reappraisal of station KOB policies . 





‘| will result in a fuller appreciation 


(of the high responsibilities with 


Of Construction P ermit which you, as the controlling stock- 


holder of a _ broadcast licensee, 
have been entrusted. 

| “Although we are resolving 
| these matters in your favor, we 
| will continue to withhold action on 
| the KOB renewal application pend- 
ing resolution of the reservation 
| of broadcast time controversy with 
| the New Mexico College of Agri- ' 
_ culture and Mechanic Arts.” 
; 
Westinghouse Inks Boroff 


Philadelphia, Aug. 22. 
Edwin R. Boroff ‘has replaced the 
|late B. A. McDonald as general 
|sales manager of Westinghouse 
| Radio Stations. Inc. Boroff, who'll 
| head both radio and TV sales at 
Westinghouse stations, will be lo- 
cated here until Westinghouse has 
,completed the projected move of 

« headquarters to Washington. 





Boroff has beén associated with 
broadcasting for the past 27 yeara 
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Agencies Seen Bucking Upped Video 
Program Costs With Own Packages 





Agencies don’t have to be sty-+ 
mied by zooming program costs, 
of the Mogul | 
Co., who has just bought “Hold | 
That Camera” for Esquire boot) 


Agency head | 


says Emil Mogul, 


polish on DuMont. 


‘Sugar Chile’ Off KLAC-TV 
Due to Cal. Labor Laws 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 


KINGSIZE FORD WOR-TY 
SHOW FOR OTHER CITIES 


“Ford Movié Night,” three-hour- 
long film block which Ford dealers 
have bought on WOR-TY, N. Y., is 
becoming a pattern for sponsor- 


WCAU-TV, Philly, to Start 17-Hour 








ship by the Ford agencies in vari- 
'ous video markets. 

| Through the J. Walter Thomp- 
'son ad agency, Ford dealers have 
| set up’ film .feature shows with 
slight variations from the WOR 
format, on WFIL-TV, Philadelphia; 


Top Coast Scripters’ 





TV Package Optioned 


War\.ick & Legler agency has 


Daily Programming; Dept. Stores Aid 


Philadelphia, Aug, 22 
WCAU-TV, CBS affiliate here 
will incept 17-hour-daily program. 
ming Sept. 11, according to tele 
veepee Charles Vanda. Telecasting 
day will be from 9-2 a.m. and will 
be heralded by a two-week “9-10. 





: ¥ : rr : a ” “hie 
rans that "Camere will cont |ugDO8, OU, wos forced Wo cancel WAN “baltimore,” and “WataLe | opuoned "Writers Theatre,” sack|11* teaser campalgn Pointing” up 
from one-third to one-half less} jjc¢ of guests at a KLAC-TV re-| TV, Washington. The beh tg including Emmett Lavery,| a.m. on Channel 10 heat. 31 at 9 
ee ee ee mote from Palladium terpery nem, Deere pateaieets the | amen rocmie ( — eg = To handle the additional burden } 
New stanza starts sustaining 0n | which tees off tonight (22). hele : ie eeteg <s ; i Jerry Hurwin (who has just taken station is training five new cr =r i 
DuMont Sunday (27) at 7:30 p. m., oer than a minor. can’t work | series is aired Saturdays from 10:30 | the story editor post witli CBS-TV.) b ew crews. I 


with Esquire (which last season 
backed “Blind Date” on ABC-TV) 
picking up the tab, effective Fri- 


where liquor is sold without a spe- 
cial permit, which the state labor 
board wouldn't grant. 





m. to midnight; in Baltimore, | 


i 


| 





: gif : The film scripters formed a cor- 
Saturdays from 6-7:30 p. m. and in| poration through wh’':h they'll be | 
Saturdays from 10:30 p. M.| ale to write for the newer visual | 


Vanda said the accent will be on 





network sustainers. “If we have an 
available time segment,” he said, 





ay, Se x to after midnight. | medium and have an equity in their | f°‘ sell ; ' 

ware — Pn vod — cet ott | Ford dealers in other video mar-| product. — we aren t going to sit back and 

a bout lf a iad ee | kets are also mulling similar blocks | wait for programs to come to us 

srt 3 = die nd — Poy home entagon pee S (of old pix. Tough problem, how- . Instead we are going to find a local 

studio au ” aaeeabine ? 5 aan | ever, is finding the large segments B art Sh advertiser whose needs we can fill 

eax ire aired om the grters |of open time in cities with few | vill y — create a good show that will 

Jimmy Blaine, “Stop the Music” | tele stations. One advantage gained | onl ie, seen. ; 

TV singer will emcee the show. | ar overage | by buying the kingsize shows is the : ne vv: p.m. segment will be 
singer, | ‘discount given for bulk time pur- in the form of a dramatic serial, by 


which will include a femme vocal- | 
ist and a dance group. It will be | 
produced by West Hooker and the 
Mogul Co. 

Novel arrangement is that the 
agency isn’t buying the finished 
package, but instead is paying for 
the use of the idea and the origi- 


Washington, Aug. <2. 
New device to speed television 
cvv rage of war news is being in- 
stalled at the Pentagon, according 
to Charl_s Dillon, chie* of radio for 
Armed Services public infor. .ation. 
A coaxi_l link to the new ~~ _-to- 


chases. 


'Fitzgees’ Phoned-In TV 


| Comm’ls While on Ist 





quished its option on the ABC 8 to 
9 Wednesday night slot in favor of 
picking up the 9:30 to 10 period 


- Of Rating Fight 


Bymart, Inc., this week relin- | 


editing full-length Hollywood pix 
into daily episodes with the plot 
brought up-to-date each day by « 
i narrator. A large portion of the 
| daytime stanzas are backed by de- 
partment stores, with Lit Bros.’ 
“Lit’s Have Fun” at 10 am., fol- 


pee esc ae P= 2 nev. thereby Vial studio shared by motion pictur- | y | ? y h M 9 y same night on CBS. Switch in net-| lowed at 10:30 by 90 minutes 
eS ee. eT eins |e6@ | idee ie hele installed right | Ong Vacash iM J ITS.| \orKs is believed based on the ad-| backed by John Wanamaker's and 
nae Pate ede and costs, OUtside the Pentagon. Networks; Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald, leay-|vertiser’s desire to get out from | the 12 noon slot optioned by an- 
Me ee 1 f ir ‘shan i can put to. Will thus be able to roll up their | ing Friday (25) for one week (their | under the anticipated fight for rat- | other department store. American 
; ei eed sien a ar for less than the | ‘Tucks and plug right in for trans-| jongest hiatus in nine years of|ings in the Wednesday night 8 to Stores Co., which had the 1:30 
lay . gels eis or a network Mitting direct to local studios. Cur-| proadcasting), will be heard on|9 heur between Arthur Godfrey's period on Tuesday and Thursday, 
Bota geCfor the whole works, | MUS, gambersome lines ate thei Wal N.Y. morning sip] CBS show and, NBC's, upcoming) Ree exended 1 cross the-osr 
é § - age tpealk inn , . , vie : 

Since the sponsor isn’t paying bile units parked outside the mili- by tape next week. Pinchhitting| variety series, for which Jimmy 


the packager for the entire pro- 
duction, most of the production 
jobs will be absorbed by the agen- 
cy’s staff. This plan cuts into the 
agency’s commission, Mogul says, 
but it permits small and medium- 
sized accounts to stay in a “coin- | 
happy medium.” 

Mogul blames the increased costs 
of tele production on some of the 
acencies, “which are creating their 
own Frankenstein. So long 
the agencies continue to take the 
ersy way out,” he says, “merely 


as | 


tary ;tabli ©: aent. 

Radio and TV correspondents al- 
ready have their own pressroom, 
with individual telephones and fa- 
cilities rivalling those in the room 
assigned to newspaper reps. 
broadcast studio has direct lines to 
each of the major D. C. stations, as 
well as to GHQ in Tokyo. New {film 
studio, complete with sets, has a 
common audio link with the ridio 
room. 


K&E to Make Test Pix Of 





The | 





| for the week on their Wednesday 
land Friday evening video stanza 
for WJZ-TV_ will be Johnny) 
Thompson, one of their frequent | 


pacted as two of four rotating em- 
cees, 
Bymart, which will plug Tintair 


in the commercials to Thompson, 
who'll repeat them audibly. The 
Fitzgeralds’ motoring holiday will 
make sure they’re near phone facil- 
ities because of the TV sked. 

| After they return Sept. 4, they’ll 
| do the evening tele shows for one 
| week, until starting their 12 noon 


| of 
‘such as W. Somerset Maugham, 
| John Steinbeck, etc. 
| flict,” the series is to utilize a dif- 
‘ferent cast each week and will be 
{aired live on all CBS intercon- 
inected stations available, as well 


Durante and Ed Wynn have been | 


guests, who in turn, will also have | (a home permanent preparation for | 
guests. The Fitzgeralds will phone| femmes), is to present a series of | 
half-hour adaptations of the works | 
leading contemporary authors, | 


Titled “Con- |} 


backing the “TV Jamboree” cross- 
the-board from 2-3 p.m, 

The late evening time will be 
filled at 11:15 p.m. by a western 
pic with another feature following 
until 2 a.m. or later. 





Goodrich to Sponsor 


Daly Newscast for 5 
Weeks on Its Sun. Time 


buying high-priced shows from net cross-the-board stint for WJZ-TV as acne Rae 5 ay ye 3 non-inter-| Goodrich Tires has decided to 
ae Sree so f Se New series will 30 connected stations offering the reclai ay ni 
works or independent packagers, 3 1-Hr. Shows on Coast on Sept. 11. New series will run reclaim half of its Sunday night 


mounting TV program 
continue to plague them. 
“Agency production means a lot 
of hard work, but it can save cli- 
en's thousands of dollars weekly 


costs will | 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Test films of three one-hour dra- 
matic shows for television will be 
made here by Kenyon & Eckhardt 
within the next few weeks. One of 


best Class A time. Show tees off 
Oct. 18, with Cecil & Presbrey han- 


or 45 minutes daily, depending on 
the way options on the time work 
out. The TV will be in addition to dling the account. 

their 5-a-week a.m. AM shows. | Series, incidentally, will only be 
|aired for 11 weeks in the Wednes- 
‘day night period. Buick has op- 





Vaude Booker Kemp Joins 


10 to 10:30 slot on CBS-TV for 
five weeks, prior to the start of the 
new fall season, for a 15-minute 
newseast featuring commentator 
John Daly. Bankroller figures that, 
besides taking advantage of the 


on program costs. And it can eA ge on + tioned the fu 9 to 10 hour ighte ience interest i 

é : ae advarticare the subjects will be a first Holly- | r ° > a : 5 ir on heightened audience interest in 

bring into the rmeciun ota wood filming of “Ford Theatre,” | Wm. Morris Video Dept. | CBS, Starting in January, for a news shows because of the Korean 

wae TY baraein & facie too big and the other two for an undis-! Harold Kemp, onetime vaude|"€W dramatic series. Whether situation, it will also be able to 
c . x > 


for their budgets.” ,closed client. William Chalmers, | booker on the old Keith-Albee cir- “Conflict” will be moved at that plug its “Celebrity Time,” which 
or eir budgets. 'K&E radio-video veepee, arrived cuit in vaudeville’s heyday, has time to a different time slot or be resumes in the full half-hour slot 





NBC to Scratch ‘Studs,’ 
Chi Orisinated Show; 
‘N.Y. Outlook’ Blamed 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 
In a decision revealed a few 
hours before air time, N. Y. NBC 
program chiefs decided to scratch 
“Studs Place” Chi-originated sus- 
tainer, after the Thursday night 
(17) airing. Weekly half-hour pro- 


erable critica! acclaim but slight 
bankroller interest, has been riding 
the net sustaining cycle since April. 
It had been aired locally on WNBQ 
for a month prior to its web debut, 


| Monday (21) for discussions with 


|Robert Wolfe agency Coast head. | 
| Preliminary negotiations are un- 


|der way for the Hal Roach studio, 
where films will be made. If the 
audition film is acceptable to Ford, 
it’s likely the whole series will be 


made here. The undisclosed spon- | 


‘sor, who has. ordered audition 
prints for two dramatic shows, 
favors a Hve telecast from the east 
with a kinnie for off-cable stations. 


dropped has not been determined. 





| joined the William Morris agency | 
i'tele department. Kemp’s addition | 

brings the agency’s video sector up ° a 
to par manpower-wise. Ira Steiner | WCBS-TV Ups Time Rate; 
two weeks ago resigned to join the 
Ted Ashley agency. 

| Kemp, who has been on the 
Coast in recent years, was also! 
| talent booker for Warner Bros., | 
had been with the N. W. Ayer! 


N.Y., hiked its basic time rate t 
eee and packaged the Ed Wynn | $9 590 per hour, effective Sept. L 
snow. 


Top rate for other stations, includ- 


Jumping the gun on its competi- 








ing NBC’s WNBT, is still $2,000, 








Major Net Preems 


but they are expected to boost their 
charges by Nov. 1 


agencies and clients, 


Others Seen Following 


tors in the N.Y. metropolitan area, | 
WCBS-TV, key outlet of CBS in, 


starting Oct. 1. 

| Daly, incidentally, will abandon 
‘his job as a permanent panelist on 
'“Celebrity” when the show starts. 
‘He is also moderator on CBS’ 
“What's My Line,” Stopette-spon- 
,sored show, which moves next 
‘month from its present Wednesday 
night slot into the Sunday night 
10:30 to 11 period. Since it will 
| thus be aired Sundays back-to-back 
with “Celebrity,” Daly would be 
| physically unable to get from one 
CBS studio to the other in time 
{for the show. With the newscast 


In announcing the new rates to going from 10 to 10:15, in fact, it’s 
WCBS-TY expected he'll still have to rush 


local programs, not on padding or 


Following is a list of programs, either new or returning after 
a summer hiatus, scheduled to preem on the major television net- 


station manager Dick Swift pointed |to make the “Line” program by 
out that set circulation in the 10:30, 
metropolitan area has increased 








gram, which has oe oe 
} 


works during the next 10 days: about 40° since the last rate card | 


and a possitility remains that it | 





may return as a local show. 

Plans now are to move a half- 
hour version of “Hawkins Falls” 
into the 7:30 Thursday night spot 


vacated by ‘Studs Place.” ‘Falis,” | 


also produced here, has been filling 
the Saturday night 7 to 8 period 
as a summer sustainer. Regulars 
on the “Studs” show have been 
Studs Terkel, Beverly Younger. 


Win Stracke and Chet Roble. It | 
was produced by Ben Park and di- | 


rected by Dan Petrie. 


Chi trade reaction to the “Studs 
Place” cancellation is that ‘“favor- | 
able trade, newspaper and audi- | 
ence response seems to be the kiss | 
of death for Chi originations. It | 
Mm, Xs 
homeoffices just don’t want Chica- 
& originatiors—especially success- 


looks like the networks’ 


ful originations.” 





Fryer’s New CBS-TV Post | 


Robert Fryer, now assistani to 
Worthi..gton +; 
Miner, has been named casting di- 
rector for the web. He succeeds 


C~S-TV prod. cer 


Eleanor Kilgallen, who leaves Sept. 
11 to set up her own indie casting 
con 'ting service. 


Fryer has been assistant to 


Miner in production of “Studio 
One,” “Goldbergs” and “Mr. I. 
Magination.” 


~~ 


{ 
| 
| 


Smilin’ Ed McConnell. 
through Leo Burnett. 


Paul Whiteman’s TV Teen Club. ABC, 8 p.m. American Dairy, 
| through Campbell-Mithun assumes sponsorship of first half-hour. 
| AUG, 27 
NBC, .7:30 p:m: 


‘ 


Aldrich Family. 
Young & Rubicam. 

This Is Show Business. 
through BBD&O. 

Garroway at Large. 
MeCann-Erickson. 


- 


| 
| 
| 


Kukla, Fran & Ollie. 

| RCA, Ford and Sealtest. 
Mohawk Showroom. 

Friday only). 
Talent Scouts. 


AUG. 26 
NBC, 6:30 p.m. 


CBS, 7:30 p.m. 
NBC, 10 p.m. 


AUG, 28 
NBC, 7 p.m. 


NBC, 7:30 p.m. (Monday, Wednesday and 
Mohawk Carpets, through George R. Nelson. 
CBS, 8:30 p.m. 


was set six months ago. Thus, he} 
said, the new rate actually offers | 
advertisers a lower ieaieaed 
sand, 


DuMont Labs Sets Interim | 
Stock Divvy on Bullish Biz’ 


DuMont Laboratories’ board last ' 
week declared an interim dividend | 
on Class A and B common stock of 
25¢c per share, payable Sept. 20 to 
stockholders of record Sept. 6. Di- 
rectors will consider payment of 
another dividend before the end of 
the year, when they can gain a 
more complete review of the 1950) 
operations. 


Buster Brown Shoes 





General Foods, through 


American Tobacco, 


Congoleum-Nairn, through 


Sponsored various days by 


Lipton’s Tea, through Young 


& Ribicam. “yy the 24 weeks end- | 
| _ Studio One. CBS, 10 p.m. Westinghouse, thr - {ng June totaled $2,797,000, | 
Erickson, P & ough McCann equal to $1.16 per share, and oper- | 
AUG. 29 ations have continued at an im- 


Fireside Theatre. 
Compton. 

Suspense. CBS, 9:30 

Prize Performance, 


Blind Date. 
assuming sponsorship Sept. 28. 


Kudner. 





NBC, 9 p.m. Procter & Gamble, through 
-‘m. Auto-Lite, through Cecil & Presbrey. 


BS, 10 p.m. (New time.) 
AUG, 31 


ABC, 9:30 p.m. Returns as sustainer, with Gruen 
Martin Kane, Private Eye. NBC, 10 p.m. 


SEPT. 1 


oo Varieties. NBC, 9:30 p.m. Bonafide Mills, through 7 "Cheats Pig wen sales ae 
. Brownstein, veteran time sal 

By Popular Demand. CBS, 10 p.m. (New time.) Sustaining formerly with W coman, 

ates . HAS and WKLO 

Greatest Fights of Century. NBC, 10:45 p.m, Chesebrough | Loulsvilte’] ' 

Mfg. Co., through Cayton. ° ¢ uisville, Ky., is a newcomer at 


proved rate since then. DuMont 
board also declared a regular quar- 
terly divvy of 25c per share on 
outstanding preferred stock, pay- 
able Oct. 1 to stockholders of rec- 
ord Sept. 15. 


Sustaining. 





Cincinnati — Lou Hummel has 
switched from the WLW merchan- | 
dising department, which he joined 


U. S. Tobacco, through 








WKRC-TV, 


Showboat Theme Set For 
Ken Murray Reopener 


Ken Murray is scheduled to ar- 
rive in N. Y. from the Coast Sept. 
15 to prepare for the resumption 


of his CBS Saturday night tele- 
vision show, which takes over the 


| 8 to 9 hour starting Oct. 7. Pro- 


gram will be aired on a weekly 
basis this year, instead of the alter- 
nating week schedule which it 
followed last season. 

Murray plans to build a big 
production number around an old- 
time Mississippi river showboat for 
the season’s opener as a tribute 
to St. Louis, homeoffice site ot 
Anheuser-Busch, which bankrolls 
the series. Mills Bros. are tenta- 
tively set to guest on the preem, 


Dryer’s British Shorts 
London, Aug. 15. 
Contract for the production of 
12 TV shorts is reported to have 
been signed by Oldway Studios of 
Paignton, Devon, with Sherman 
Dryer Productions of America. | 
The shorts, for which it }§ 
hoped to get British theatrical dis- 
tribution, will be based on the 
“Shadow of the Mind” series, of 
which a sample was recently su) 
mitted for approval to the spon- 
sors, 
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SHORTAGES HIT 


Celluloid Boom on TV May Nix Lower 
Film Time Rate; Vidpix Worry Webs 


Great increase in 
films by television stations may 
result in the elimination of the 


lower time rate for celluloid fea- 
tures, according to trade observers. 

At. present, fhost stations sell 
time at different rates for network, 
local live and local film shows, 
with the last being the cheapest. 
Some outlets find their local live 
production costs so high that they 
are turning down orders from 
sponsors who want to put on live 
programs because they prefer to 
screen celluloid. 

Networks are worried by the 
growing public acceptance of old 
pix and syndicated vidpix. For one 
thing, the webs fear, if the airers 
are shipped in cans rather than 
by cable, the networks’ raison 
d’etre is undermined. For another 
thing, if sponsors want to take ad- 
vantage of the lower film rate they 


may shift from live production to! 


vidfilm, which reduces the webs’ 
income from program production. 

The basis for the differential in, 
time rates is the lower facilities 
costs for filmed shows, on which 


the use of + 





practically all that’s needed is a 
projectionist. However, with cellu-| 
loid stanzas garnering large au-| 
diences, stations reason they have | 
a right to wash out the differen- 
tial. 

Another argument in favor of 
equalizing local live and film rates, 
telecasters say, is the mounting 
cost of film to the stations. As an 
example, they ‘cite the fact that 
the Gene Autry vidpix which) 
Wrigley is backing on CBS-TV has, 
been made available for other sta- | 
tions 24 hours after the original | 
screening for 105% of their Class 
A time rate. On one N. Y. indie} 
station this would come to $756. 

Because this figure is higher | 
than most of the shows which most | 
local outlets do, there’s no profit | 
realized on the program. And/| 
since it can draw a higher rating 
than some local shows, it’s rea-! 
soned smart business to charge) 
the same as the live rate. Addi-' 
tionally, it’s stressed, with time at 
a premium on most outlets, there’s 
no longer the need to give the ad-| 
vertiser the bonus for bankrolling | 
a celluloid show. 


Lewis Lop Likely 
As Col Vamps 


Columbia Records has dropped 
sponsorship of Robert Q. Lewis’ 
“Show Goes On” via CBS-TV, and, 
as a result, the program may be 
trimmed from its present full-hour 
running time to a half-hour. CBS 
reportedly has several clients in- 
terested in taking over the Thurs- 
day night 8:30 to 9 slot and, if it 
cannot interest one of them in the 
Lewis show, it will make the time 
available otherwise. 


“Show Goes On” preemed last 
spring in the Thursday night 8 to 
9 period, with the CBS diskery 
subsidiary coming in shortly after- 
wards for the second half-hour. 
Web eventually sold the first half- 
hour to American Safety Razor, 
which was to assume sponsorship 
next month when Columbia Rec- 
ords also was due back after its 
summer hiatus. If the show is to 
cut to a half-hour, ASR will conse- 
quently be its only bankroller. 


No reason for the record firm’s 
decision to drop the program has 
been given. It’s believed, however, 
that the anticipated competition 
from the Groucho Marx video 
show, which tees off Thursday 
nights at 8:30 starting next month, 
might have had something to do 
with the move. 








Exquisite Finds ‘Nest’ 

Exquisite Form Brassieres is 
picking up the tab for a new 
stanza on ABC-TV, “Robbins Nest,” 
with Fred Robbins. It starts Sept. 
29 in the Friday 11-11:15 p.m. spot. 


' switch is Hermino Traviesas, who 





Agency is Brandford, 





Second Round 


Television’s battle of the 
plunging neckline will hit a 
new mark when “This Is Show 
Business” tees off its second 
season via CBS-TV Sunday 
(27). In addition to Faye 
Emerson, who popularized the 
TV decolletage and who will 
appear as a guest member of 
the panel, the Lucky-Strike 
sponsored program will also 
spotlight Denise Darcel, pro- 
vocative French film actress, 
as one of the participating per- 
formers who bring their “prob- 
lems” in show biz for the panel 
to solve. 

Clifton Fadiman returns as 
moderator, with Abe Burrows 
and George S. Kaufman slated 
to resume their chairs on the 
permanent panel. Other guest 
participants on the _ season’s 
opener will be Morton Downey 
and Jules Munshin. Set to 
guest on the following week’s 
program are comedian Herb 
Shriner, singer Pearl Bailey 
and dancer Kathryn Lee. 


Ag'cies Now Raid 


Web Personnel 


Network raiding of agency per- 
sonnel to take over the many new 
jobs opening up in television has 
been reversing itself during the 
last several weeks, with CBS-TV 
being especially hard hit by agen- 
cies. Latest CBS exec to make the 








resigned as the web’s sales service 
manager to join the BBD&O TV 
department in an administrative 
post. Benjamin Margolis, current- 
ly assistant to CBS controller Ed 
Saxe, has been tapped by CBS 
sales veepee J. L. Van Volkenburg 
to replace Traviesas. 


Other CBS-TV’ers ankling the 
web for agency positions include 
Franklin Schaffner, co-director of 
the web’s “Studio One’”’ last sea- 
son, who resigned to take over as 
director of ‘Ford Theatre” for the 
Kenyon & Eckhardt agency; Wil- 
liam C. Patterson, a video director 
at the web, who has joined Cecil & 
Presbrey as assistant director of 
TV; and Bob Simpson, formerly 
CBS-TV associate director, who has 
joined the Geyer, Newell & Ganger 
video department. 


Margolis, who has been with 
CBS since 1932, was formerly sales 
service manager for the web’s 
Radio Sales and exec assistant to 
Van Volkenburg. 


MORGAN VICE LIEBMAN 
AS HOPE’S PRODUCER 


Leo Morgan of the William Mor- 
ris agency has been named pro- 
ducer for the NBC Bob Hope tele 
show under Frigidaire sponsorship, 
Sept. 14. He'll succeed Max Lieb- 
man, who will be tied up with 
NBC’s Saturday night “Show of 
Shows” production. 

Dinah Shore has been pacted for 
the Hope display. Jack Cole will 
do the choreography and Hjalmar 
Hermannson will design the sets. 


Two Cole Porter Shows 
To Spark ‘Theatre’ Bow 


Procter & Gamble’s “Musical 
Comedy Theatre,” which will alter- 
nate with the Robert Montgomery 
stanza for Lucky Strike on NBC-TV 
Mondays at 9:30 p.m., has lined up 
two Cole Porter shows among the 
first tl.ree telecasts. 

The hour-long Bernard Schubert 
package will preem Oct. 2 with 
Porter’s “Anything Gees.” Produc- 
tions to follow will be Oscar Straus’ 
“Chocolate Soldier,” Porter’s “Let’s 











Face It” and Harry Tierney and 
Joseph McCarthy’s “Rio Rita. 





NO PURCHASES 
AY GOVT. YET 


Television and radio set manu- | 
facturers are starting to be hit by 


shortages as a result of the Korean 
crisis, but as yet Government war 
materiel purchases haven’t cast a 
shadow on the generally optimistic 
picture. 

Reports in Wall Street circles 
that RCA is allocating 85% of its 
production to civilian items and 
15% to Government contracts are 
denied by the company’s officials 
in Camden, N. J., headquarters. 
RCA, a spokesman said, has always 
had Army and Navy orders, but no 
new contracts have been received. 
Cutbacks will not be made, it was 
explained, until U. S. orders come 
through. RCA, through board 
chairman David Sarnoff, had pre- 
viously informed the Government 
it was ready and willing to help in 
any way. 

DuMont similarly denies that it 
has made cutbacks or allocations. 
It is, however, working on develop- 
mental and experimental projects 
which had been set before Korea. 


Meanwhile, the set manufactur- 
ing industry is being hampered by 
shortages of certain small parts, 
such as resistors. Trade feels that 
these, which are made by small 
outfits, are being held off the mar- 
ket because of the war _ scare, 
hoarding and the terrific expansion 
of production. 


In November, 1949, the Radio 
Manufacturers Assn. estimated that 
1950 production would be about 
3,700,000 tele sets. 
the RMA upped the figure to 4,- 
500,000, and last month it again 
hiked the estimate to 5,350,000. 
Others in the industry feel the 
year’s production may hit 6,000,- 
000. It’s thought that this pro- 
duction speedup, even without the 
Korean situation, would have re- 
sulted in some parts shortages, as 
set makers scrambled for parts. 


Scarcity In Tubes 


Scarcity has developed in tubes, 
with DuMont sending out some 
sets to dealers without some types 
of tubes. Freed Radio Corp. said 
it is trading certain available tubes 
for the short items. However, 
Emerson Radio says it expects no 
great difficulty before the end of 
the year. RCA, largest maker of 
tubes, plans on doubling its tube 
output this year and is further ex- 
panding is facilities. 


On the bright side of the picture, 
it’s argued, even if 20% of present 
production is shifted into military 
channels, the tele set production 
would still top last year’s. In the 
first three quarters of 1949 output 
was only 1,800,000 sets. By con- 
trast, 80% of a 5,000,000 set annual 
quota would yield 4,000,000 sets. 
That’s it’s reasoned, is a healthy 
figure—higher than the RMA’s esti- 
mate of last November. 


It’s also pointed out that the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion is expected to go ahead with 
a decision on color video, despite 
Korea, which indicates that no full- 
scale shift to a war economy is 
planned at present. Lifting of the 
freeze on new stations would, of 
course, expand the market, but 
probably not until the end of 1951. 
Station construction time is esti- 
mated at from 12 to 18 months. 

Another bugaboo is that of satu- 
ration. The National Industrial 
Conference Board recently figured 
that if ’51 production runs to 6,- 
000,000-7,000,000 sets, “it would 
raise saturation by the end of 1951 
to about 75% of the 21,000,000- 
family market that can now get and 
afford television service. Right 
now, for example, fully one-third 
of the families in the N.Y.C. view- 
ing area already have TV sets.” 
However, some industry toppers 
stress, expansion of service to addi- 
tional parts of the country would 
push off the saturation point. 





HICKOK PICKS ‘SARDI’S’ 
Hickok belts has picked up the 
tab for “Dinner at Sardi’s” on 
WOR-TV, N. Y. 
Agency is Kastor, Farrell, Ches- 
ley & Clifford, ‘ 
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Benny Set for TV With No Place to Go? 
CBS-TV May Have to Pre-Empt Time 
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Benny’s New TV Deal 


Deal for Jack Benny to 
launch a new television series 
for Lucky Strike on the CBS- 
TV web this fall necessitated 
the inking of a new contract 
between the comedian and net- 
work. Benny reportedly has 
been confronted with income 
tax problems despite the tax- 
saving capital gains deal which 
he signed a year-and-a-half 
ago with CBS covering his 
radio activities. 

Reason for Benny’s dissatis- 
faction with his radio contract 
reportedly is based on the 
more favorable pacts signed 
by NBC with such name talent 
as Groucho Marx and Bob 
Hope. Fact that Benny’s cur- 
rent contract with CBS cover- 
ed his services for radio only 
and did not include television, 
incidentally, means that NBC, 
if it wanted to retaliate for 
CBS’ talent raids, might have 
snared Benny for video. Co- 
median’s projected TV _ pro- 
gram is to be handled by his 
regular production staff, mak- 
ing it nominally a Benny 
package rather than a CBS 
production. 


Burns & Allen To 
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Jack Benny is tentatively sched- 
, uled to tee off a regular television 
| series for Lucky Strike in late 
October but, as of this week, CBS- 
|TV has not figured where to slot 
;the program. Comedian hopes to 
ke a full hour’s comedy-variety 
| show on Sunday nights one week 
| out of every eight. Web, however, 
is completely sold out Sunday 
nights in the fall from 7 to 11 p.m., 
so that the only way it can open up 
the time for Benny is to pre-empt 
the hour from one or two of its 
other sponsors. 

Benny declared in N. Y. last 
week before returning to the 
Coast that he would prefér the TV 
show to follow immediately after 
his CBS radio airer, which will re- 
sume its Sunday night 7 to 7:30 
period. That would put the video 
program from 7:30 to 8:30. Luckies 
currently has the 7:30 to 8 slot 
sewed up for “This Is Show Busi- 
ness” and probably would okay 
Benny’s usurping that half-hour 
once every two months. But the 
8 to 9 slot is now occupied by Ed 
Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town,” 
sponsored by Lincoln-Mercury, 
and it is half of that time which 
CBS would: have to pre-empt for 
the Benny program. If this plan, 
still in the earliest talking stages, 
goes through, it would mean Benny 
would be directly bucking the big 
Colgate show on NBC. Latter is 
to have Eddie Cantor, Fred Allen, 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis and 
a revue-type program produced by 





Jon TV Parade 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
George Burns and Gracie Allen 


will join other CBS radio stars in 
bowing into television this year. 
Comedy team is tentatively sched- 
uled to preem a half-hour video 
series once every two weeks, start- 
ing in New York in October. Duo 
expects to do six shows in the east 
and then return to Hollywood, 
where their future programs will 
be kinescoped for transmission to 
the east and midwest, 

No sponsor has been set yet, but 
CBS, which has been pitching a 
kinescoped audition of Burns & 
Allen to agencies and clients for 
the past Several weeks, anticipates 
no trouble in selling the show. 
While a definite time slot has not 
been allocated them, it is expected 
that they’ll take over the Wednes- 
day night 9 to 9:30 period. Time 
is now occupied by “Toni Twin 
Time,” -but Toni, scheduled to buy 
a 15-minute segment of Arthur 
Godfrey’s video show the same 
night, is expected to drop the 
“Twin Time” package, which will 
open up the 9 to 9:30 slot. 


ASHLEY-STEINER SELL 
‘CHANCE’ TO NESCAFE 


In their first sale since they 
teamed two weeks ago, Ted Ashley 
and Ira Steiner have sold the au- 
dience-participation show, “Take a 





Max Liebmen rotate every four 
weeks, 
Benny Format 
Benny described the projected 
format as hitting somewhere be- 
tween his radio program and a 
vaudeo presentation featuring top 


(Continued on page 36) 


Sherman Inked 
To 5-Year Pact 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

NBC wrapped up Ransom Sher- 
man to a five-year video pact last 
week. Show built around the 
former radio and film actor is 
slated to bow from here either the 
latter part of September or early 
in October in the 2 to 2:30 period 
in NBC’s afternoon spread. 

Sherman this week winds up an 
eight-week tele trial run in the 6 
to 6:30 spot during the “Kukla, 
Fran and Ollie” hiatus. Sherman 
was persuaded to return to the 
Windy City for a crack at video 
by Chi NBC-TV chief Jules 
Herbuveaux, who felt his particu- 
lar kind of comedics would fit well 
in the “Chicago technique.” 

Web reports several hot nibbles 
for the afternoon Sherman show 
which wiff use basically the same » 
format of music and comedy de- 
veloped during the showcase cycle. 
Vocalist Nancy Wright and the Art 
Van Damme instrumental quintet 
working the current show are set 
for the fall airing. Still to be 








Chance,” to Nescafe for an Oct. 1 
start on NBC-TV. It’s a 30-minuter, 
10 p.m., Sundays, and Don Ameche 
will be the emcee. Cecil & Pres-| 
brey is the ad agency on the, 
account. | 

Ashley-Steiner had taken over; 
the show’s rights from Mildred 
Fenton, and they will produce 
“Chance.” 


Sheilah Graham in Tele 
Bow With KNBH Airer 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. | 
Sheilah Graham was given a 26- | 
week firm contract by KNBH to} 
telecast a quarter-hour program | 
weekly. It will mark the tele debut 
of her Hollywood comment, which 
has aired for several years on Don 
Lee-Mutual. 
Program will be slotted at noon 
Wednesdays when the NBC station 
goes daytime next month, and may 











be microwaved to Frisco, and kin- | 


nied east for prospective sponsors. 


picked are a male singer and a 
vocal group. 


MINUTE MAID TAKING 
15 MIN. OF SMITH SHOW 


NBC video network’s upcoming 
entry into daytime programming 
got off to a head start this week 
when Minute Maid Corp. signed 
to sponsor a 15-minute segment 
once-weekly of the Kate Smith 
hour-long, cross-the-board show. 
Program tees off Sept. 25 in the 
4 to 5 p.m. slot, with the fruit 
juice outfit pacting for the 4:30 
to 4:45 period on Thursdays. 
Agency on the account is Ted 
Bates. 

NBC originally was reported 
asking $13,000 for each 15-minute 
segment on a five-times weekly 
basis. How much Minute Maid will 
pay for its onee-a-week shot has 
not been divulged, but it is be- 
lieved to represent slightly more 
than one-fifth of that $13,000, 
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“TELEVISION REVIEWS 








THE AL MORGAN SHOW 
With Billy Chandler and Benedicts 
Producer-director: Don Cook 
30 Min., Mon, 7:30 p.m. (CDT) 
WGN-TV, from Chicago 

Title is an accurate one for this 
half-hour session. Despite the re- 
cent additions of a couple of new | 
features, the singer-pianist is still 





rhe: definitely the whole show. 
forgan knows how to put over a 
song, his piano gymnastics make 
lively video fare and he projects 
good showmanship. But it’s too 
much to expect of any entertainer 
to effectively sell eight ditties in | 
30 minutes, as Morgan attempted | 
on show caught (14). This heavy | 
log of vocalizing dulled the pleas- | 
ant job the singer did on the in- |} 
dividual numbers. This, and the | 


repetitious keyboard tricks, em- 
phasized the weaknesses of ex- 
panding into 30 minutes a good 


quarter-hour show. 

Numbers were well chosen for 
Morgan fans, with heavy reliance 
on the oldies. Only production 
trick attempted was the superim- 
position of his young son on screen ' 
while Morgan sang “Little Pal.” | 
Moppet angle was used further | 
with the appearance of a little girl | 
singer who squeezed in two tunes | 
with fair success, bringing total | 
on show to 10. 

The rfew feature—Morgan inter- 
vicwing couples celebrating their | 
wedding anniversaries—failed to | 
come off, mostly because 
singer seemed too anxious to get 
back to the piano. No attempt | 
was made to work the situation 
for a “hearts and flowers” angle | 
which should have appeal for the | 
Morgan audience. 

Billy Chandler and his Bene- 
dicts, instrumental trio, had little | 
to do but cluster uround the piano | 
backing the singer. Camera work 
and lighting were okay for the 
show which came from WGN-TV’s 
Chi Fair studios. Dave. 


FASHIONS IN YOUR LIVING) 
ROOM 
With Leona Bender, Fred McCall 
Producer: Dick Perry 
Director: J. R. Duncan 
15 Mins.;: Mon., 9 p.m, CST 
WOLFF & MARX CO. 
WOAI-TYV, San Artonio 
(Bernard M. Brooks) 
Spearheading the 1950-51 season 


each show. | will, decked out in cowboy garb, 


gives a pleasant and nonchalant | 


| eras. 


the | TV 


GUEST BOOK 

With Rosalind Marquis, Ken 
Meeker, Irene Hawthorne, Joie 
Rariden, Robert Hutsell’s orch 

Producer-writer: Harold, Fair 

30 Mins., Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 

FRANK FEHR BREWING CO., 

WHAS-TYV, Louisville 


ACROBAT RANCH 


Wednesday, August 23, 1950 


“WCC. - COC OC ew< wv 
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a . Billy & Valerie 54 
Mater, Pevgn & sae te? Tele Follow-Up Comment 
nouncer COOCCCCOCCETC OT OWy wee RN VOC ce wveven. 


Producer: Norm Heyne 
Director: Joe Byrne 
30 Mins., Sat.; 11:30 a.m. 





(LeVally) 


Taking a leaf from the old vaude 
notebook, “Guest Book” shapes as | 
a smartly-produced variety show. | 
With one of the most ample talent | 
budgets of any locally produced 
show to work with, Harold Fair, | 
WHAS and WHAS - TV program | 
director, has put his show biz 


! 


| knowhow to good advantage and 


has come up with a neat half-hour 
session. Fair has weekly guests, 
pros who are currently filling en- 
gagements at night clubs and the 
like. Basically then, the show is 
just as good as the guests seen on, 


Rosalind Marquis, staff vocalist, 
performs easily before the cam- 

Guest Irene Hawthorn, currently 
appearing in Iroquois Amphithea- | 
tre musicals, danced one routine 
from “Merry Widow,” the Feather 
Dance, and a Scotch sword dance. | 
Gal registers well in the TV me- 
dium. Joie Rariden, impressionist, 
currently working at a local nitery, 
went over well. Guy has been! 
around, and has a neat routine for | 

Ken Meeker, staff announcer, is, 
handsome and photographs well. | 
He doesn’t have much tn do as 
straight man, and his camera 
stance is still a mite stiff. Excel- 
lent job of set building is turned in 
by Allan Blankenbaker. Harold 
Fair’s overall direction is _ slick. 
Commercials are smoothly in- 
tegrated, and consist of filmed in- 
serts of bowling parties, home 
groups, and the like, all quaffing 
the sponsor’s brew. It all looks 
plenty tempting. Wied. | 


DEFENSE PARADE 
With Bill Givens, Guests 
15 Mins.; Fri., 10:30 p. m. | 
Sustaining 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 


“Defense Parade” represents a 
solid step in the right direction, but 
it will move at a brisker, surer 


ACROBAT SHOES 


|! ABC-TV, from Chicago 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

“Acrobat Ranch” follows a rou- 
tine formula applied to most juve 
shows. Program features a couple 
of acts, kiddie participation games 
and some idle patter. Inaugural 
show, which seemed to go over big 
with the youngsters in the studio 
audience, featured Peyton & Raye, 
dog act, and the Sherwoods, acro 
trio. Both acts drew good response, 
with the latter group playing heavy 
with stunts that called for pyra- 
miding. 

Acting as show’s host, Jack Still- 


appearance. He’s ably assisted by 


two youths, also in ranch dress, | 


Billy and Valerie Alberts. Preem 
show offered a kiddie participation 


game that turned out to be good | 


yock material. Stunt revolved 
around a bubble-gum race that 
made for enjoyable viewing. Con- 


'versation and other bits offered 


were all fashioned for moppet 
tastes. 

Announcer Don Ward handles 
the commercials capably, though 
they could stand some trimming. 


Gros. 


FOTO-QUIZ 
With Danny O’Neil, Marlene Reilly 
Lirector: John Alexander 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WBKB, Chicago 

“Foto-Quiz,” video version of 
Radio Features’ successful AM 
giveaway package, ‘“Tello-Test,” 
appears destined to cut nearly as 
big a swath with the phone quiz 
fans as has the radio show. Tele 
adaptation has little entertainment 
content as such. But it has two 
staunch audience pullers: (1) 
“the largest jackpot in Chicago” 
slogan. (2) A visual feature which 
has the picture of the person being 
called superimposed on the screen 
during the conversation. 


Pix used are either sent in by 


Its | 


- @Oes 


NBC-TV’s “Masterpiece Play-.was incorrectly interpreted. That 
house” came through with another decision caused a flooded switch. 


fine legiter Sunday night (20) with a (9 


its presentation of Oscar Wilde’s! back to the stanza and won against 
“Importance of Being Earnest.” all his opposition. He'll continue 
Excellent cast, working under the 0" the next show and uniil de. 


smooth direction of William Caps ee ain! Goodson-Bill Todman 


vigan and with a deft adaptation | production had some fairly good 
‘by Hugh Kemp, caught the full|talent, in addition to Valentine, in 
iflavor of the Wilde farce. Show|Benair & Young, oriental dance 
'was played at the jet-propelled|team; Joya Sherrill, whilom Duke 
\pace usually accorded it, and while |Ellington songstress, and Maurice 
this made for fluffs on the part| Wilcox, who clicked with a slick 
of one or two of the cast, it also|baton-twirling number. Robert 
|made for sustained interest despite | Alda made a pleasant emcee, al- 
ithe maze of mistaken identities |though some of his gags were ob- 
‘and Wilde’s epigrams and _ bon vious and his repetition of the pro- 
mots. | gram’s rules got formularized. 
Hurd Hatfield and John Buck- | Production was nicely handled and 
master played the floppish British ‘had a good visual intro and clos- 
gentlemen in search of the name |" : 
“Ernest,” and each gave sock read- | 
ings to the roles. Margaret} Under the dual emceeship of 
Phillips, whose forte in the past|Jerry Lester (who holds forth on 
on video has always been trage-|Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays) 
dies, proved she can also shine in!and Morey Amsterdam (top ‘guy 
a comedy performance in the role|on Mondays and Wednesdays), 
of Buckmaster’s young ward.|NBC-TV’s late evening strip, 
|Brooke Byron was pretty and pro-|“Broadway Open _ House,” has 
ficient as Lady Gwendolyn. Bertha | settled down into one of the most 
|Belmore, as her mother, was guilty |entertaining shows on _ video. 
|of several fluffs on some of her;|(NBC, incidentally, is now talking 
|best lines but salvaged her mis-|about launching a midnight to 
cues with some sock work in the|1 a.m. cross-the-board mystery 
|hilarious final scene. Hazel Jones, | series.) 
Dayton Lummis, Huntington Watts; “Open House,” brainchild of 
jand Byron Russell lent able sup-|NBC, the Anchor Hocking glass 
|port to the leads. |firm and the Weintraub agency, 
| Show was given the best in pro-|rates plenty of credit for pioneer- 
‘duction backing by Curtis éan-|ing in the 11 to midnight slot and 
field, with Otis Riggs’ sets being |has already hit a top rating pay- 
'particularly standout. Since this/off. Over and above that, though, 
‘is a sustaining series during the|the show stands on it own as good, 
|summer, incidentally, there were | simple and infectious fun that forms 
no breaks for commercials or even |a nifty nightcap to video view- 
station identifications, which per-|ing. Both Lester and Amsterdam, 
mitted the pace to hold tight |along with their respective casts, 
‘throughout the performance. get along on a minimum of re- 
| hearsal, ad libbing virtually the 
| Eddie Bracken disappointed in/entire hour. But, because of the 
‘his stint on Ed -Sullivan’s “Toast fine work of the emcees and the 
‘of the Town” on CBS-TV Sunday | production and direction crews, 
(20). Filmster worked too slowly ;the frequent fluffs and technical 
‘and his introductory material was |miscues are diverted to add to the 
weak. He registered somewhat | fun. 














over WOAI-TV is the return of | pace when Bill Givens, director of 
the first live TV fashion show in | promotion for WRGB and WGY 
South Texas, “Fashions In Your | and former Marine, gets his area 
Living Room,” following a summer | forces more thoroughly mobilized. 





vacation. Theme of the opening | 
telecast was “Back to School,” with | 
fashions for those returning to 
schools, colleges and universities 
given a prevue of up-to-date ward- 
ro»ves*for class and campus. 

Program brings into the home 
the latest fashions not only for 
women, but for the entire family. 
Models are well chosen, displaying 
the clothes against intimate, inf6ér- 
mal backgrounds. 

Leona Bender, fashion coordina- 
tor and stylist for Wolff & Marx, 
is commentator for the series. She 
has a pleasant speaking voice and 
describes the latest fashions, from 
head to toe, worn by the model in 
a minimum of words. Miss Bender 
cleverly weaves into her commen- 
tary now and then the name of the 
store which is the only commercial 
on the airing. Otherwise it’s fash- 
ions all the way through. 

Show is ably lighted and directed 
and should prove a must for wom- 
en viewers in this area each Mon- 
day night. Appropriate back- 
ground music is well used while 
the models make their paces. Fred 
McCall is program annouricer and 
turns in his usual fine job. 

Andy. 


LOUISVILLE BASEBALL 
With Bernie Bracher 
Producer-director: Bud Witherbee 
129 Mins., Wed. (16): 8 p.m. 
FALLS CITY BREWING CO. 
WAVE-TYV, Louisville ‘ 
(Prater) 
Louisville Colonels, now battling 


Program is the first local video 
origination which takes cognizance 
of the situation created by the 
invasion of South Korea. As such, | 
it is of vital importance. 


Givens plans to bring on the 
camera representatives of various 
branches of the armed services, 
state and county civilian defense 
organizations, Red Cross and other 
groups engaged in the defense 
effort. 

First telecast presented three 
Marines — Maj. Thomas Dutton. 
director of recruiting in the Alba- 
ny district; Lieut. Lawrence Brad- 
ley, of a reserve engimeering unit 
just activitated at Albany, and Sgt. | 
Leo Gustafson, of recruiting office. | 
Givens discussed with them open- 
ings and opportunities in the 
Marine Corps, age limits and 
cognate matters. This was chiefly 
expository and in one spot ran too 
long—importance of material isn’t 
questioned. Major Dutton, who 
lived in Korea, told about it. 

Jaco. | 


BEAUTY CONTEST 

| With Wally Brown, guests 

Producers: Maurice Morton, Buster 
Collier 

20 Mins.; Tues. (16), 11:40 p.m. 

Sustaining 

KLAC-TV, Hollywood 


Maurice Morton and Buster Col- 
lier have failed to show any degree 
of imagination or novel interpre- 
tation in the presentation of Hol- 
lywood’s latest beauty-talent lay- 








or top place in the American 
Assn., have been giving local fans 
some good baseball. And WAVE- 
TV, with Bernie Bracher calling 
the plays and color, have been 
Giving the home viewers some top- 
brand TV. AM airings of the games 
over WAVE are delayed, so only 
a. eames ee +] have to get 

e games at time of play are on 
TV and FM radio. ai 

Bracher has an _ authoritative, 
yet friendly approach, and doesn’t 
overdramatize the games. Gets ex- 
cellent cooperation from the cam- 
era crew, who follow the action in 
an alert manner. Also gets some 
unusual shots, both on the field 
and in the stands. 


Commercials are super imposi- 
tions and film. Cut-backs to the 
studio are. not too frequent, and 
are well handled by Burt Black- 
well, who directs at the studio end. 
A male quartet warbles jingles ex- 

the virtues of the sponsor's 

_ ov and pon sand a ingests are 

gically p and not too 
lengthy. Wied. 


outs. This locale is suffering from 
'a wave of such contests all of which 
j|are patterned after the Miss 
| America format: formal for talent 
| routine, then back in swim suit for | 
figure display. 


Panel of judges is requested to 
‘rate contestants on talent, torso 
‘and personality, Show suffers 
badly because of use of profession- 
al talent now making a habit of | 
traveling the seven station circuit. | 
Viewer can catch the same face 
and figure on almost all the local | 
talent programs. This being the 
|case, the competitive urge is 
negated leaving drab entertain-. 
/ ment. 


| Wally Brown’s ad lib emcee 
|chore is especially weak. Brown 
| appears hurried and ill at ease 
; with contestants, and at times his 
dialog disolves almost into a mono- 
log patter routine barely audible. 
| Luther Newby’s caniera direction 
| stands out in striking relief. Newby 
| keeps cameras in position through- 
' out, bagging utmost from each 
lens. Free. 


, work. 


. Beer: 


viewers or snapped by the ‘“Foto- 
Quiz Camerman,” circulating about 
the city. This built-in audience 
developing device seems likely to 
create a sizable pool of viewers 
from among the housewives and 
their friends who “want to see 
themselves on television.” 


Chi version of the package is 


' strengthened by the presence of 


Danny O'Neil as the man at the 
phone. Friendly without being 
flip, experienced emcee gives the 
impression of really enjoying his 
He’s assisted by Marlene 
Reilly, who posts the number being 


, called, leaving out one cipher for stunt, 


a “it might be 
switch. 

Show watched (17) was slowed 
by a couple of “no answer” calls 
and because only two of the seven 
housewives found at home were 
able to get past the simple qualify- 
ing query for a crack at the jack- 
pot question, worth. some 
in assorted prizes. 

Momentary presence of the boom 
mike and a camera barrel on the 
screen was surprisingly amateur- 
ish for a WBKB crew. Dave. 


your number” 


WRESTLING MATCHES 
With Jimmy Finnegan 

60 Mins., Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
FRANK FEHR BREWING CO. 
WHAS-TV, Louisville 


Major-domo of this town’s Tues- 
day night wrestling matches is not 
the pramoter, ring announcer, nor 
even the wrestlers, but Jimmy Fin- 
negan, WHAS-TV sports chief. He 
has picked a strategic spot for him- 
self at ringside. To be sure, he 
comments on the various holds of 
the grunt and groaners, but doesn’t 
work himself into a lather about 
anything in the mayhem line that 
they might commit. And _ he 
doesn’t show partiality. Just chats 
like one spectator to another about 
the goings-on, and while the guy 
has an authoritative approach to the 
bouts, based on his years as a 
sportswriter on local newspapers, 
he tells the viewers about it with a 
tongue-in-cheek manner _ that’s 
folksy, and simple and direct for 
all ages of watchers. 

_Commercials are filmed inser- 
tions extolling the virtues of the 
sponsors suds. One timely touch 
came during intermission. Finne- 
gan brought three femmes to the 
mike, who turned out to be, 
strangely enough, a singing trio, 
for the commercial. Finnegan 


doesn’t hammer the product men-| 


tions, but works ’em in occasionally 
where they are most effective. 

At show caught, semi-final and 
part of the feature match were 
televised. This is one of the most 
exciting TV sessions in town, and 
an effective vehicle for Fehr’s 
Wied. 


‘better with a routine on his build- 
ing a film character who stuttered, 
‘had asthma, hayfever, St. Vitus 
dance and other speech impedi- 
ments. 

Ted and Flo Balet opened the 
istanza with their flashy baton- 


twirling which included some neat | 
acro turns, but the act was over- | 


long. Also in the acro vein were 


ithe Nonchalants, who socked over | 


a comic segment which spoofed 
the usual tumbling teams via some 
,cute horseplay. Funnyman Tommy 
Hanlon, Jr., did an amusing bit 
based on bungling a _ guillotine 
although this could have 
‘used a stronger ending. 

Andy Williams, who with his 
'brothers used to sing in the Kay 
| Thompson ensemble, impressed in 
|his video debut. Singer has a 
|pleasant, warm voice and put over 
i“Sweetie Pie” and “Romantic Guy, 
'I.” Estelle Sloane clicked neatly 


$1,000 with her exuberant tap-terp num- | 
ibers, which included a sock Irish | 


\jig. Linda Lee Jones, eight-year- 
,old singer-dancer, was fair chirp- 
\ing “Carolina in the Morning” but 
did a little better in the tap de- 
partment. 





“By Popular Demand” on CBS- 
TV Sunday (20) started out with 
two champ acts instead of the 
jusual champ-vs.-contender. Rea- 
ison was that on the previous tele- 
feast singer Paul Valentine (who 
‘has acted and terped on Broadway 
and in pix) was eliminated by 
mistake, when the applause meter 





SHELTON SPORTS-TIME 

| With Jim Shelton 

| Producer-director; T. J. Maloney 
20 Mins., Sun., 8:10 p.m. CST. 
KEYL, San Antonio 


Jim Shelton, sports director for 
KEYL, who is heard daily in a 
brief sports resume and interview 
| with sports personalities, has been 
given additional time for a new 
program to be aired each Sunday. 
Shelton has more time now for a 
resume of the week's happenings in 
sports. 
style which fans will go for and he 
has a good background of sports 
and personalities. 


To top off the program he runs 
off the latest Telenews Sports 
Digest. Good effect is obtained 
with a small projector, with Shel- 
ton inviting the audience to settle 
| back in an easy chair, light up a 
|cigaret and look at the films with 
him. During the run of the films, 
| camera shows him by the projector 
| In an easy chair for novel effect. 

There are several public service 
films interwoven in the presenta- 
tion, one for recruiting and another 
for U. S. Savings bonds which are 








Wayne Howell, as program host, 
and Milton de Lugg and his four- 
‘man musical combo, are the staff- 
‘ers seen with both emcees. Lester, 
lfor his three nights weekly, has 
‘Joan Lorre and the Mello-Larks, 


'a pleasant vocal group; Dagmar, 
a tall statuesque blonde’ used 
mainly for window-dressing but 


who can also ad lib in the skits 
with good results; Ray Malone, a 
|terrific tapster and competent fun- 
ister, and Dave Street, who handles 
ithe solo vocals extremely well. 
|Lester himself rates on this show 
‘with the top TV comedians. For- 
‘mat is perfect for some of the rou- 
‘tines with whict he faltered as 
‘emcee on DuMonis “Cavalcade of 
'Stars.” Proof of his versatility is 
‘evident in the fact that, while 
jother comics are worried about 
| wearing out their welcome on a 
|once-a-month basis, his ratings 
ihave snowballed on a three-times- 
'a-week shot. 

| Amsterdam, too, is at his best 
‘on the series, with his zany 
'comedics also squaring neatly with 
‘the relaxed, leisurely format. His 
‘cohorts are vocalists Andy Roberts 
and Jane Harvey, both lookers and 
sure with their songs. Series is 
|/produced by Doug Coulter, ex- 
‘CBS program chief, and Hal Fried- 
‘man, and directed by Paul Mun- 
jroe. Cal Howard contributes most 
of the writing and skit ideas. 


NBC-TV’s “Believe It Or Not,” 
| which has remained on the air 
throughout the summer under 
sponsorship of Ballantine’s, came 
up with one of its most engrossing 
stories Thursday night (17). An 
original by Sam Carter, claimed to 
be based on actual records of the 
Hong Kong police, the yarn told of 
a Britisher who had murdered his 
wife in Hong Kong just before the 
Japanese took over during the last 
war. He was never convicted of 
the crime but wound up in the 
same prison camp with the inspec- 
tor who had been on his trail. 
Fantastically, his Jap guards 
forced him to dig a pit on the 





He has an easy, informal | S@ame spot where he had buried his 


wife and, unable psychologically 
to do so, he was murdered by the 
guards. 

Script was given a fine produc- 
tion mounting by J. Walter Thomp- 
son staffer Harry Herrmann, with 
the prison camp, more suggested 
than actually depicted, being pat- 
ticularly impressive. Cast, under 
the deft direction of J. Fielder 
Cooke, was fine. John Stephen un- 
derplayed the role of the murderer 
to just the right degree and Geof- 
frey Lumb did a good job in the 
hard-to-believe role of the inspec- 
tor forcing the issue even in the 
prison camp. Dan Morgan, Mar- 
guerite Lewis and J. J. Yen topped 





| well placed. Andy. 


the supporting cast. 
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Sports Vidcasting No Threat to B.0., 
Survey Sez; Other Factors Cited 


Washington, Aug. 22. 

The football, baseball, boxing 
and other sports magnates who are 
refusing to permit telecasting of 
their contests, on the ground that 
it hurts the boxoffice, are wrong, 
according to a survey of ‘‘The Long 
Range Effect of Television and 
Other Factors on Sports Attend- 
ance.” Study was made by Jerry 
N. Jordan, college student work- 
ing toward degree in psychology 
at Princeton U. and a Master’s 
Degree in Psychology at the Grad- 
uate School of the U. of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The project was discovered by 
the Radio-Television Manufactur- 
ers Assn. which has put out a 
printed edition of it with color 
charts and is circulating the study 
well illustrated with such charts. 
It is right down the line of RTMA 
and the telecasters who have been 
worried by the tendency, particu- 


larly in professional sports, to bar! 


|son of ownership, because of the 
short season and few games. How- 
}ever, he continued, “Smaller col- 
| leges are not hurt by the television 
| of nearby large colleges. Their 
| smaller crowds are drawn mainly 
|from students, loyal alumni and 
|neighbors. High school attendance 
is not hurt by television of large 
| colleges—or of the school itself. 

| “Minor league baseball, on the 
other hand, is hurt when very close 
to the television of major league 
games. The main cause of the injury 
is major league competition in 
night games. Tele has accentuated 
; this competition. Less than 3% 
of the minor league clubs are with- 
in TV range of any major league 
city. 


ing attendance at sports events, 
(economic conditions, management, 


| 
i 
i 
i 


| 


Start Sept. 23. CBS station has also 


package will bring in about $25,000 
to the indie. 


ern contests John Harrington will | 


33 
- , Bomaoneis Finance- Corp., we ° eyye 
which will also sponsor a 15-min- | AU TV T b Th f 
|ute post-game roundup. Whole | 3 ul os umping or 1eS 


Games nas picxed wp waeats’ Vig Adg in Baseball-Tele United Front 


enter his 14th season as football- | 
caster when the Camel broadcasts 
sold two quarter-hour adjacencies | 
before and after the games, with 
Peter Fox taking the pre-game | 
show and Chi Engineers for Tele- 
vision bankroiling Fahey Flynn’s 
post-game roundup. Entire package 
will bring in about $45,000. 

Also hopping on the gridiron 
bandwagon is WAAF, which has 
sold its eight-game U. of Illinois 
schedule to CET. 

Interesting aspect of the Chi AM 
football picture is the amount of 
video money being spent. It marks 
the growing use of radio by tele 





|set makers and distribs in pushing 


“Among the many factors affect- | 


performance and pubiicity are all | 


much more powerful 
vision.”’ 


telecasts as interfering with the! 


gates. 

Jordan’s conclusions were these: 

1. “The length of time a person 
has owned a television set directly 
influences his and his family’s at- 
tendance at sports events. 

2. “When he first buys a set, at- 
tendance goes down temporarily. 
Later—after one season in most 
sports—attendance returns to nor- 
mal. 

3. “After one or two years of 
ownership, the TV owner’s attend- 


ance rate is higher than that of | 


non-owners. It is difficult to de- 


termine how much of this increase | 


can be attributed to the greater in- 
terest in sports stimulated by TV. 


Sports fans were among the first | 


to buy TV sets, so we would ex- 
pect this group to have a somewhat 
higher rate of attendance. 

4. “TV owners take other mem- 


bers of their families out to games | 


more frequently than non-owners.” 

Jordan found that different 
sports were affected differently. 
He said that football was hurt more 
than baseball during the first sea- 








Football Ban | 


am=_em Continued from page 2 ——— 














exclusive coverage of the Chi Car- 
dinals 12-game schedule for 
$14,000, exclusive of rights. Station 
will be sole Chi outlet airing all 
the Notre Dame games whose 10- 
;contest schedule was peddled to 
‘Motorola for $10,000, including 
rights. Joe Boland will be at the 
WCFL mike. 

| Portis Hats will sponsor Jimmy 
Evans sports show for 10 minutes 
preceding the Cards’ day games. 
|'Half-hour after the Card games on 


iiers. Robert Hall has ordered a 
half-hour Evans show after the 
Notre Dame games. 
Camel’s Pickup 

WJJD has inked a new sponsor, 
iSinclair Oil, for its 10-game ‘“‘Mid- 
; western Game of the Week”’ parlay, 
\with Bob Elson and Red Grange 
making with the words. Same duo 
‘will do a 15-minute pre-game show 


than tele- | 


WCEL has been sold to Erie Cloth- | 


| message. 


| 
| 


the competitive medium. 





Tele Grid Sponsor 
Also Earmarks Coin 
To Spur Ticket Sales 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Hoffman Television, which has 
inked to bankroll beaming . of 
Pacific Coast Conference football, 
has earmarked an extra $150,000 
to hypo attendance at the games 
as well. Firm has set up its own 
production unit under Hal Azine 
to prep a series of 15-minute shows 
for telecasting in Seattle, San 
Francisco, San Diego and Holly- 
wood to plug ticket sales. 
' Deal already has been made for 
KFMB to pick up KTTV’s signal | 
on USC-UCLA games and retrans- 
mit in the San Diego area as it) 
did last year, and KTTV, in addi- | 
tion to the Hoffman ticket-plug | 
programs, will donate some $40,- 
000 worth of airtime for a similar 





Fort Worth, Tex.—Col. W. Curtis | 
DeWare, retired, will present a 10- 


iminute nightly war news summary | 


on WBAP-TV. The summary will 
follow the regular nightly news| 


and weather casts. 
aaaaat 
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Tele Blamed for Poor 
Gate at Atlanta Park 


Atlanta, Aug. 22. 

Despite threat of Earl Mann, | 
president of Atlanta Baseball Club. 
which owns the Crackers, local en- 
try in Southern Baseball Assn., to! 
take games off television because 
of poor attendance, games are still | 
being viewed over WAGA-TV, Co- 
lumbia outlet here. 

Crackers, in fifth place last year, 
had played to some 15,000 more 
customers last year this time than 
they have to date. They’re in first 
place now and are almost a shoo-in 
for the pennant. 

Consensus locally seems to be 
that after this season Cracker | 


| games will no longer be telecast. 


Club owners around the circuit 
have refused to permit televising 
of their games and have squawked 
about the reduction in gate receipts 
in Atlanta, since it materially af- 
fects their take when they bring 
their teams to town. 

Charlie Hurth, prez of Southern 
Baseball Assn., told Ed Danforth, 
sports editor of Atlanta Journal, 
that “radio has never hurt our at- 
tendance. No one has any accurate 
check on what TV has done. I/| 
think we are having a good year, | 
probably reflecting in a slight drop 
general economic conditions and 
the threat of a new war.” 





OSU Game Films Sold 


Columbus, O., Aug. 22. | 
Chevrolet dealers here will spon- 
sor film telecast of all Ohio State | 
U. football games this fall over | 
WBNS-TV, according to the station. 


| Films will be run off on the Sun-| 


day following the Saturday games. 

Official OSU film will be used, | 
plus pre-game and half-time shots | 
filmed by WBNS-TV film devart- | 
ment. Series will be produced by | 
Edward Kennedy for Kight adver- | 
tising agency. 


' tional 


‘return Sept. 3. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 22. 

In an attempt to show that base- 
ball and television can work to- 
gether, WCAU-TV here has become 
unofficial tub-thumper for the Na- 
League Phillies in an ate 
tempt to build the gate at Shibe 
Park and root the nine into a 
World Series berth. Even though 
the Phils lead the League, attend- 
ance is up only 35%. 

Last week the CBS 
prexy, Don Thornburgh, took a 
five-column ad in the Evening 
Butiletin and used the station’s fa- 
cilities to get a full crowd at the 
ballpark before the first-place team 
took off on its road trip. De- 
spite threatening weather 24,000 
fans showed up for the night game, 
Ad also carried the note that Phil- 
adelphians who couldn’t get to 
Shibe Park in person could catch 
the game on WCAU-TV. 

Feeling that the hoopla builds 
attendance and viewing at the same 


affiliate’s 


| time, Thornburgh is sending a crew 


with film camera and tape recorder 
to Boston, from which the Phils 
Staffers will fly 
back in the team’s chartered DC-4, 
recording and shooting on the 
plane. Stuff will be edited for 
beaming on WCAU and WCAU- 
TV to trailerize the squad’s return 


i|to home grounds. 





Boston’s WBZ-TV Pacts 
10-Week Football Sked 


Boston, Aug. 22. 
A solid 10-\veek schedule of S:.:- 
urday afternoon college football 


‘games has been set by WBZ-TV, 


Hub’s NBC outlet. In additior to 
carrying all Harvard games, station 
kicks off season with Virginia- 
Pennsylvania fracas at Phil ‘el- 
phia, Sept. 30, winding with the 
Army-Navy tilt, Dec. 2, also at 
Philadelphia. 

WBZ-TV camera crews will pick 
up all Harvard home games while 
network will feed out-of-town 
gam:s to Hub station. With excep- 
tion of the Army-Navy clash, which 
is sponsored by Gillette. 
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this 
advertisement 


is telling hundreds of thousands of listeners that “Information 





Please” is back on WOR. 


It’s part of a massive promotion campaign that'll help rocket this 





great show to greater and greater heights. 


It’s open, it’s ready, it’s waiting — It’s on WOR, the station — , 

that has the greatest audience during the day and during the 

night — from Maine to North Carolina — of any station in America! 
The station whose average daily audience is greater than the 


weekday circulation of any 


write, wire or phone 





newspaper in America! 


—_ 











that 
power- full 
station 


and get—at an amazing price — one of the greatest shows on the air! 


Do it today. 








Hear Famous Clifton Fadiman 
On “Information Please,” on WOR 








by Jay Cee 


NEW YORK, Aug. 16—One of 
radio’s greatest programs, “In- 
formation Please,” has returned 
to WOR. Hear it tonight at 9:00 
o’clock, As usual, the gifted mas- 
ter of ceremonies will be witty 
Clifton Fadiman. He'll be assisted 
by his “regulars” Franklin P. 
Adams and John Kieran. They 
will be assisted by tonight's guests: 
Harold Stasses, president of the 


Iniversity of Pennsylvania, and 
aad Coenen, ~ aed Pulitzer 
rize-winning playwright. 
Prthis famous WOR program i 
not only a merry-go-round ° 
laughs, but it’s educational, too. 
You'll be amazed at the questions 
Clifton Fadiman tosses his famous 
guests; you'll be more amazed 
WOR thinks, at their wry 4n 
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Twin City 











operation, Charles Miller, formerly 
of KRNT, Des Moines, is develop- 
ing new personalities among staff 
men. The personality promotions’ 
have rejuvenated what were once 
rather dull voices and techniques, 
and it sounds as if the plan will 
give WTCN a new tone. To rein- 
force AM listening and win a new 
programmer Miller is 
and developing audio 
can stand up 


audience, 
“watching 
features which 
video.” 
Heavy WCCO Sked 
Although by 
WCCO will carry the heaviest 
schedule of spot business in its 
history. From an audience stand- 
point. WCCO’s outlook seems to 
be stronger because of air sales- 
men like Cedric Adams, Bob De- 
Haven and Stew MacPherson, who 
supplement CBS network shows. 


against 


no means sold out, 


Two outstanding local shows set 
for fall debut will point up 
WCCO’'s “Good Neighbor to North- 
west” programming with George 
Mikan, star of the Minneapolis 
Lakers professional basketball 
team, and Stew MacPherson, 
former BBC air _ personality. 
Adams Star-Tribune columnist 
and correspondent, will do a 
“People in the News” half-hour 
feature 


Over in St. Paul at WMIN, Twin 
Cities’ oldest independent, the pro- 
gram and sales department is hard 


at work building personalities 
They, like WTCN, are shedding 


the stilted, formal way of gabbing 
Their air stable is concentrating 
on merchandising and air sales- 
manship. The news of the hour 
policy here is just tailored for the 
present war Situation. 
Big Job For Indies 

WDGY, only Twin Cities and 
Northwest 50,000 watt indepen- 
dent, has a big job ahead. Pro- 
gram-wise and _  personality-wise, 
the station is just starting to move 
aggressively under its new station 
manager, Harry Peck. New policies 


are being effected. The “Tune-O” 
strip show is preemed for two 
hour airing daily. A new indepen- 
dent news policy is under way 
with expansion of coverage and 
staff. A big independent sports 


policy is in the 
tion management is looking 
the projected plans of the 
gressive Broadcasting System. 

KEYD, another indie, is strik- 
ing off into a country style and 
western policy. New plans came 
about when KEYD keyed its Sat- 
urday schedule to country style 
and folk and did a terrific job for 
a local car dealer here. 


Newest of the independents, 
WPBC, run by ex-WCCO staffer 
Bill Stewart, is much encouraged 
after one year’s operation on 
960kc. A community-appeal type 
programming has been in effect for 
12 months. On Saturdays this fall 
WPBC will air the Notre Dame 
games via an independent net- 


Sta- 
into 
Pro- 


offing. And 


Continued from page 26 





Stations 








work. Outstanding feature in the. 


fall program hopper will be 8 to 
10 a.m. community appeal shows 
beamed at neighborhoods in the 
500 watt. 960ke area. Sports news 
will receive more emphasis. 
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John J.-Gillin, Jr. 
was made by Francis P. Matthews, | 
who succeeded Gillin as president | 





Temata a te ete econ Se eae ot 
of the radio audience. The Federal 
that the 
dis- 


Government sees to it 
that 
and the operator is thus 
able to insure to purchasers of 
time over his facilities access to 
the market addressed 


right to audience is not 


turbed, 


“Construction permits constitute 
the Commissior’s heaviest work 
load. involvin: in an _ increasing 
number the necessity of formal 
hearings so as to provide a sound 
basis for granting or denying an 
application. 

“This is a costly process and one 
which the Government renders 
without charge. True, the applicant 


himself may be put to some per- 
sonal expense in the filing of his 


application and through attendance 
at a subsequent hearing, but he 
does not defray any of the cost to 
Which the general public is put to 
conduct a proceeding which may 
assure to the applicant a remunera- 
tive business under special federal 
protection 

“This is an outstanding example 
of a service for which a fee may 
most appropriately be assessed.” 

The committee went on to sug- 
gest the following services for 
which FCC could legitimately levy 
fees: station construction permit; 
operating license and renewals; au- 
thority for assignment of license: 
authority for transfer of control 
over licensee; radio operator li- 
cense: equipmen,. approval, and is- 
suance of certificates of conveni- 
ence in some of the non-commer- 
cial radio services. 

At the same time, the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee, 
headed by Colorado’s Sen. Ed 
Johnson, has been informally con- 
sidering the establishment of li- 
cense fees in radio for some time. 
Johnson points out that Canada 
has such a system. He predicts that 
early in the nex’ Congress legisla- 
tion to bring about the fee system 
will probabiy be introduced for 
study by his committee and then 
by the entire Congress. 


ABC Satisfies Old Gold 


Despite a heavy pitch from 
NBC, which airs the television of 
Old Gold’s “Original 
Hour,” ABC has just copped a firm 
52-week renewal of the AM stanza. 
NBC had pitched for the biz with 





the claim it could produce better 


ratings. 


Show remains in the Thursday 


9-9:45 p.m. period on ABC. 
Agency is Lennen & Mitchell. 


Amateur 





| 








We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK-TV 


CAMEO CURTAINS 
CLARK CANDY 
AMUROL TOOTHPASTE 
BOND BREAD 

DUFFY MOTT 
GENERAL CONTROLS 


BEECHNUT CHEWING GUM 
BORDEN’S DAIRY 

KOOL CIGARETTES 
O’CEDAR MOPS 
CARPENTER MOTOR PAINT 
BULOVA WATCHES 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-AM : 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS 


NEW YORK 22 
Mationaliy by 


tconted 





WIBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate 


TV-DETROIT 


488 MADISON AVENUE 
ELDORADO 5-2455 
THE KATZ AGENCY, iWC 


Fogarty New Gen. Mgr. At 
Omaha’s WOW, Vice Gillin 


Omaha, Aug. 22. 
Frank P. Fogarty, young Omaha 
business executive, was named gen- 
eral manager of WOW, Inc., at a 
board of directors meeting Satur- 
day (19). He succeeds the late 
Announcement 


of WOW. Corporation operates | 
WOW, WOW-TV, and KODY at) 
North Platte. WQOwW _ directors 


named Lyle DeMoss assistant gen- 
eral manager. 

Fogarty resigned his vice-presi- 
dency of the Paxton & Gallagher 
Co He assumed his WOW post 
Monday (21). 





Radio’s Ghosts 
—— Continued from page 29 jaa 
are Lux and “Junior Miss” for 
Rayve, the latter an outside pack- 
age. Only SchlitZ (“Halls of Ivy”) 
and two General Foods shows, 
“Favorite Husband.” a CBS pack- 
age, and Hopalong Cassidy, remain 
on the books at Young & Rubicam, 
where not so many years ago eight 











shows were in the shop at the 
same time. Through its portals 
have passed Bob Hope, Jack 
Benny, Ed Gardner, Joan Davis, 
Ginny Simms, Dinah Shore, Fanny 
Brice, Alan Young, Eddie Cantor, 
Roy Rogers, Ozzie and Harriet 
Neilson and scads of others of 


lesser lustre. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, a power in 
its day, is down to two shows, 
neither of which has any produc- 
tion ties with the agency. Amos 
‘n’ Andy and Gene Autry are both 
packaged away from the office. 
Foote, Cone & Belding hasn't been 
hit too hard since the firm “re- 
signed” the American Tobacco ac- 
count. For the past two years the 
company has had shows” spon- 
sored by Lever, Armour and Hall- 
mark. Benton & Bowles has Max- 
well House and Assn. of American 
Railroads, having lost the Pruden- 
tial business. Ted Bates remains 


pretty much in status quo with 
Judy Canova, Dennis Day and 
“Our Miss Brooks.” Warwick & 


Legler will mark time with “This 
Is Your FBI” and “Life of Riley.” 
Batten "Em Down, Boys 

Even Batten, Barton, Durstine 
& Osborn, cock-of-the-walk last 
vear, has suffered shrinkage in 
business, down to four shows from 


last year’s six. Lost are Phil 
_Harris-Alice Faye, “Sam Spade,” | 
‘Bob Hope, and Fran _ Sinatra- | 


Dorothy Kirsten for American. To 
make up part of the deficit, the 
agency took on “Hollywood Star 
Playhouse” for Emerson Drug and 
Dick Powell for Rexall. Dancer, 
Fitzgerald & Sample is no worse 
off than it was, with Procter & 
Gamble, Tums and Falstaff shows 
in the house. Ward Wheelock still 
has its Campbell soup shows, and 
Sherman & Marquette is saved 
from blanking with Roy Rogers. 
Cunningham & Walsh wil! be very 
much in the running with Hope 
and Crosby, a pair of fair acts to 
have on the books as running 
|}mates to Arthur Godfrey. 

Despite the evil days that have 
fallen on the big agencies, Coast 
radio is not as oad as it looks, in 
the numerical sense. Come fall, 
the four networks will be sending 
out a total ef 63 sponsored shows 
across the skeins as against 65 last 
year. What’s happened then is that 
some shows have been cancelled, 
others have been moved to smaller 
agencies and a goodly batch shifted 
east. New business hasn't fallen 
too far behind the  pink-slipped 
casualties and the general tone is 
not one of defeat or surrender to 
TV. 

Hope, as it has a habit of eoing, 
is springing eternal and those who 
will look up long enough from 
their knitting or reading, will tell 
you that there’s a new day coming, 
manana. It’s allee samee, radio or 
television. 





| 
| 
| WOR-TV’s New Korea Pix 
‘ ® - 
| Series From Pool Films 
| WOR-TV, N.Y., ‘is piecing to- 
| gether films from the armed forces 
newsreel pool for a weekly half- 
hour series, “Camera on Korea.” 
It will be screened Mondays at 7 
p.m., starting Aug. 27. 

Idea of prexy Theodore C. Strei- 
bert is that viewers 
enough Korean film on 15-minute 
‘shows which stick to spot news. 
|Ernest M. Pittaro will edit and 
script the show. 





don't get: 


| With NBC staffers speculating as 


move into the AM sales picture. 





; man. 


Inside Stuff—Radio | 


to the assignment John K. Herbert, 


| general ad manager of Hearst magazines, will get when -he moves into 
the web as assistant to the president Sept. 5, it’s figured likely he'll 


Since he has a strong selling background but no- direct radio ex. 
perience, it’s not probable he'll get the still vacant post of top AM 
However, Ed Madden, another assistant to the prexy who came 


'from outside the radio field, has clicked in his role handling televi- 


‘sion sales and operations, and it’s considered probable H 
be his counterpart on the AM side. 


rt will 


Those trick station breaks of WNBC, N. Y., in which individuals 
named Morning, Noonan and Knight, and Hook, Line and Sinker, etc., 
give testimonials for the outlet, ar 


e bringing responses from dialers. 


Listener named Youngen wants to team with somebody named Old and 


a fan tagged Forrest wants to join 


Faith Baldwin, guesting on the Mary Margaret 


with someone monickered stream. 
McBride show, vol- 


unteered to be one-third of a Faith, Hope and Charity trio. 


An album, “This Is The UN,” produced under supervision of the 
United Nations Radio Division, has just been completed on tape and 


is awaiting pressing for commercial release. 


from UN 


sessions, etc., 


Album, using actual voices 


was scripted and produced by Eleanor Gard- 
ner and Saul Carson, and is narrated by Franchot Tone. 


It will have 


a separate platter carrying an introduction and summation by Benja- 


min Cohen, of Chile, asst. secretary 


general of the UN. Album will be 


issued by Tribune Productions, special production unit set up by Miss 


Gardner and Carson especially for 


educational purposes. 


Station reps are riled over a new Per Inquiry (PI) deal which igs 
being offered by Vee-Dee Inc., of Canton, O., on behalf of Formtabs, 


a reducing aid. 


The product retails for $4 and the client is offering 
stations $1.25 for each order they get. 


The unusual aspect of the deal 


is that a “bonus plan” is included, with the station reps getting a com- 
mission and the rep whose station pull best, in each of three categories, 


getting a $100 prize. 


Since the rep outfits have been waging a consistent campaign against 
PI setups, they consider the Vee-Dee offer as tempting them to desert 


their principals for peanuts. 
Elimination of political 

stations soon is looming as result of 

gives the right to any individual, 


programs 





radio 
This 
slandered or 


from the air in Cuba by 
a recent Presidential decree. 
who feels he’s been 


libeled on a broadcast, to reply to the attack on radio time that must 
be granted by the station on the penalty of losing its license. 











Radio Reviews 
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Show trys for headline material 
and does pretty well. Winnipeg 
flood, political shenanigans, etc., 


have been included. 

Motivation for this segment was 
a telegram from Ed Murrow en- 
route home from Korea, asking for 
a “home-cooked pot of tea.” Tea 
was brewed by ex-BBC’er Mac- 
Pherson. Result was a scoop on 
the Korean situation taped via 
WCCO at Chamberlain airport. 
Program was released Sunday (20). 
MacPherson and Murrow, both old 
friends, dating back to London 


blitz days, got into a down-to- 
earth discussion of the current 
war. Spontaneity and_ sincerity 


characterized the discussion. Show 
was a news scoop, and good re- 
porting. 

MacPherson brings to the 
WCCO microphone a good deal of | 
savoir faire conversationally. Ex- 
perience, travel and communica- 
tions skill combine with genuine- | 
ness, and pleasant interviewing is 
the result. Kamm. | 


SPSS CHOOPOF ECE Tt H+» 


Radio Followup 
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Jack McCarthy presented an au- 
thoritative, accurate’ description 
of the running in mud, of the 
Saratoga Handicap from Saratoga 
| Springs over ABC Saturday (19), 
with a semi-humorous “commen- 
tary’ by Joe E. Lewis, starring at 
the Piping Rock. Lewis usually 
teams with McCarthy on Saturday 
broadcasts from the Spa, McCarthy 
tabbing thé comedian’s appearance, 
via 230-stations, at the night club. 

McCarthy will be at the Atlantic 
City track next Saturday. (26). | 
| 


Unusual salute given by the Fitz- | 


geralds, who virtually did a com- 
mercial on Dorothy  Kilgallen 
‘Dorothy & Dick), their opposition 
Mr. & Mrs. breakfast team. They 
ran into each other at the Colony, 
reviewed their common problems 
in keeping sponsors happy, inertia 
about getting up so early, ete... . 
Barry Gray going overboard on 
the punditing stuff. Has gotten 
away almost entirely from the dee- 
jay classification. That goes also for | 
Jack Eigen and Bee Kalmus, with 
result that Art Ford (‘WNEW) has 
a clear field for that large seg- 
ment of post-midnight audience | 
that just wants records played at 
them Those whodunits seem 
to be running out of plot material. 
Too many scripts have the culprit | 
exposing him‘her)self by detailing | 
some incriminating evidence in the | 
| hands of police which they “read” 
or “heard,” overlooking that this 
one detail had been kept QT by the 
private eye or The Law. Consider- 
ing the otherwise baffling and oft- 
times shrewd machinations of the 
killers, this slight carelessness is 
' kinda naive. 


>< + 





HEIDT INTO TV WITH AM 
TALENT SEARCH FORMAT 


Horace Heidt enters video this 
fall with a TV version of his radio 
talent search program on CBS. 
Philip Morris cigarets, which bank- 
rolis the bandleader on AM, will 
also pick up the tab for the video 
show, through the Milton Biow 
agency. 

Heidt will take over the Monday 


night 9 to 9:30 slot starting next 
month, replacing Allen Funt’s 
“Candid Camera.” Latter show 


which has also been sponsored by 
PM, wili be dropped. 





Pix Stars in Pubservice 


Drama for Machinists 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Hollywood stars Brian Donlevy, 
William Holden and Marie McDon- 
ald will appear in a radio drama, 
“Boomer Jones.” to be broadcast 
over the Mutual network Labor 
Day eve (Sept. 3) as a _ public 
service tribute to the International 
Assn. of Machinists. 

The program, produced by Mor- 
ris Novik and written by Morton 
Wishengrad, is believed the first 
of its kind attempted by a trade 
union. It tells the story of the 


contributions of the oldtime boom- 
ers to the building of America. 


Cooperating in the production 
are the Screen Actors Guild, 
Screen Directors Guild, AFRA, 


International Federation of Musi- 
cians and International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers Union, which has 
extended facilities of its station, 
KPMV in Hollywood, for rehears- 
als. 

















Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O’CONNOR 
in "THE MILKMAN" 


(Universal-International) 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 














WRITER 


JON KNIGHT 


Now Free-Lancing Stage, Screen, 
Radio, TV adaptations—originals 
Many Credits 
Will consider all. scripting offers 
Write c/e Variety 
154 W. 46 St., N. VY. 19 
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Inside Televisi 
Following the general trend tuwards increased price r televisi 
sets, Emerson Radio this week announced price oode ema a. 
$10 to $30 on its entire line of video receivers. Emerson prexy Ben- 
jamin Abrams ascribed the new increases to scarcities of “certain 
components which hinder production continuity and have therefore 
adversely affected production costs.” While none of the manufac- 
turers who have boosted their prices have explained the reason for 
the scarcities, it’s generally believed they are caused by Government 
orders for radar and other electronic equipment, necessitated by the 











‘Unity Restored | 





useful to the U.S. in su, port of UN 
|;military action in Korea, it urged 
,the Authors League of America to 
| Set up a body similar to the War 
| Writers Board “to channel effec- 
_ tively the voluntary efforts of writ- 
‘ers in.support of the U.S. and the 
| UN.” Eastern council, which had 


Continued from page 29 smal 


Smnalltown Local Service Sluffed Off 
By FCC's WCAR Decision, Sez UAW 


Washington, Aug. 22. ‘sive commercialization, and put it 
United Auto Workers told the back on the road to public service.” 
\FCC yesterday (21) that its recent| UAW claimed there is no justifi- 
decision in the WCAR case means °@tion for permitting Pontiac’s only 


~ eng Abrams pointed out that the | been drafting a similar resoluti« °, | ing |station to move away. “The fatal 
hikes in Emerson prices would still keep the cost to consumers below | backed the national one. |Shat the agency is, in effect, telling |weakness in the decision.” it said, 


corresponding models in the company’s previous line. | Amathes obathinnk ahead Sassi ‘radio stations al. over the country: “is that it allows WCAR to move 





tion, explaining its original tabling 


'“Go to the big cities, where you 














Television film deals made by such musi¢e publishers as Mills, Leeds 
and Mayfair-Morris may all go by the boards when the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Assn. finally works out a scale for the video use of 
songs published by member firms. Most of the larger pubberies be- 
long to MPPA. All individual publisher deals made thus far contain 
a cancellation clause effective when, as and if MPPA settles on a 
definite scale. It’s generally expected that the figure finally arrived 
at will be based in good part on the individual deals already made. 





_Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce is making a direct pitch to 
video viewers to keep Coast football on television by assuring a cer- 
tain attendance level at the field. Chamber is forming a “Gridiron | 
Club, composed of set-owners in the viewing area, the membership | 
fee being one ticket to a football game per season for each member | 
of the family. Based on the 650,000 sets now in the area, this would | 
mean some 1,950,000 tickets sold since it’s estimated there are three | 
people in each television family. C of C wants the “Club” members | 
to give the tickets away if they can’t be used, but no one has yet fig- | 
ured out what to do in case each viewer buys his share of tickets and | 
then uses them. On the basis of an eight-game season, this means | 
243,750 people all trying to get seated on the 50-yard line. 





Gridiron spectators will have the final say on whether Coast video 
audiences get closeup views of U. of Southern California (USC) and ' 
U. of California (UCLA) at Los Angeles football games this season. | 
KTTV’s Bob Breckner has worked out a plan to get right down to the | 
seat of action by lashing a camera to a jeep, which would careen up 
and down the sidelines. Plan was worked out by KTTV’s chief engi- | 
neer Joe Conn and Syd Sanner and would necessitate use of four | 
men—driver, cameraman and two linemen. Colleges have okayed the | 
deal with the proviso that it will be eliminated if customers in the | 
box seats complain. 





Plans to lens a stock opening for the KLAC-TV, Los Angeles, weekly | 


remote from the Palladium were scrapped when it was discovered it | 
couldn’t be done without plugging rival stations. Original idea was 
to let the camera take the viewer down Vine street, turning right on 
Sunset boulevard to the Palladium -door. Route, however, goes right 
by NBC, CBS and ABC and each has large signs which couldn't be | 
eliminated. KLAC-TV finally settled on slides of other subjects as an 
opener. Layout, incidentally, provided a free evening’s dancing for 
some 500 people. Admission to the Don Otis layout, which bowed | 


from the Palladium last night (22), was by ticket only and holders of | an application with 


the tickets were permitted to remain after the teleshow for a terp 
evening. _ Terpery was thus tossing a possible $510 in admissions out 
of the window, but figured it worthwhile from many angles. 





New prompting device to did television producers and actors has 
been developed by Bil and Cora Baird for use on their “Life with 
Snarky Parker” puppet show on CBS. Gadget, labeled the “Scripta- 
nola,” is a mechanism that permits the day’s script to be read from a 
moving roll of paper held close to the stage, instead of from the 
roughly-lettered cardboards previously used that necessarily had to be 
held in the rear of the studio. 


are attached to two sets of rollers, spaced so that two copies of the 
script, typed on long rolls of paper in a special typewriter, can be 
unreeled synchronously, permitting all the puppeteers to follow the 
script. Letters are three-eighths of an inch high, which allows the 
puppeteers to watch the script and their puppets without shifting 
their line of vision. 


TWO SUITS SLAPPED ON Crosley Net News Show 
KTTV BY L.A.PACKAGER' —_—In 3-City Organization 


: Los Angeles, Aug. 22. Cincinnati, Aug. 22. 
KTTV last week found itself on “Three City Final” news show 


the receiving end of two lawsuits,| |. : ih . ’ 

both by the same aggrieved party. | which bowed last week on Crosley s 

Actions for damages aggregating TV network, has originations from 

$43,600 were instituted by Pollack | three stations. It’s a 15-minute 

- rt coed Productions, TV pro- | telecast, Monday through Friday, at 
ucers anc packagers. |6 p. m., sponsored by Red Top 
First complaint for $15,000 al- | Brewing Co., 








station reneged on a deal for 13 | 
issues of “Hollywood Television | 
Theatre” after only one was tele- 


Kickoff is from WLW-T with 
Peter Grant comment on world and 
Milton Chase 


action, said the “RWG and ALA ;can make the most money, and for- 
have no po er under their consti- | get about the people you leave be- 
tution in any way to represent the /hind without any local service 
|individua' in their memberships whatever.” 

outside of ‘the promotion and pro-| ,, - J pak te 
tection of the general professional | . Protesting the Commission’s ac- 
interests of authors.’” It added, | tion in allowing WCAR, the only 
“whereas the eastern regio coun- | Station in Pontiac. Mich., to use its 
cil is at present und-.r public at- | present 1130ke spot in Detroit with 
tack in calculated misrepresenta-|10kw power nighttime and 50kw 
tion of its motive on July 25 in| daytime, the UAW asked for a re- 
tabling a resolution’ on the new hearing on the case in order to 


writers board, the ccancil “char-| press its own application to estab- | 


acterizes as totally false all allega-| lish a station on the same frequen- 
tions of lack of patriotisr or of \cy in Detroit with 2500 watts power 
prejudic2 or bias” brought against | at night and 5kw day. The union, 


| 


,out of Pontiac without any showing 
whatever that it will provide a pro- 
gram service in any wav different 
from that now being provided by 
the five stations already serving 
Detroit. The Commission’s decision 
jthus allows the transfer solely be- 
;cause more people will hear the 
Station there and totallv without 
regard to the question of whether 
these peovle will be getting any 
new and different service.” 

Such a decision. the UAW con- 
tended. is in “clear disregard” of 
the Commission's obligation to pro- 
vide fair and equitable distribution 


Device comprises two wooden rods | 
which span the puppet stage lengthwise, outside of camera range. Rods | 


Ciney, through the! 
leged that the L. A. Times-CBS | Chicago office of Ruthrauff & Ryan. | 


it. It reaffirmed “its long-estab- 
lished and observed policy of ad- 
herence to the constitutional lim- 
itaticns of its powers.” 

The castern group, in another re- 
solution, said “when a union mem- 


|ber invokes political or religious | 


issues in such a way as to weaken 
or divide his union, he is subject to 
cmsure.” It charged that Kelley 
“made false charges of religious 
prejudice and lack of patric ism 
against the council,” censured him 
and accepted his resignation. 


Ownership of KCMO to Be 
Consolidated If FCC OK’s 
One-Third Sale of Stock 


Kansas City, Aug. 22. 

Move whereby ownership of 
KCMO and KCMO-FM will be 
consolidated was forecast last Wed- 
nesday (16) when C. C. Payne filed 
the Federal 
Communications Commission to 
dispose of his interests in the sta- 
tions. Payne is secretary-treasurer 
| of the KCMO Broadcasting Co. and 
helder of one-third interest. He 
‘asked the FCC for permission to 
turn over his 2,000 shares for the 
sum of $200,000. The shares would 
be acquired by the company and 
disposed of. 

The plan would leave Tom 
| Evans, Kansas City, and Lester 
| Cox, Springfield, Mo., as equal 
‘owners in the radio properties. 
KCMO operates on 50,000 watts 
_daytime, and 10,000 watts night- 
‘time, and is an ABC affiliate. Sta- 
| tion manager is E. K. Hartenbower, 
‘formerly an ABC sales official in 
Chi. KCMO-FM serves Transit 
| Radio here. 


| In the same move, Evans and 
Cox notified the FCC of intent to 
;turn over part of their interests 
‘to their sons, Richard Evans and 
_Lester L. Cox. If the transfer of 
| stock is approved, Evans will re- 
/ceive a voting trust to elect a 
| majority of the board of directors. 
,He would name three persons to 
ithe board and Cox would name 
|two. The two sons would then be 
on the board along with Harry 
Schwimmer. longtime attorney for 
| the station. Richard Evans is a 
‘sales executive of KCMO. 





cast.. Breach of contract was also 
charged on an agreement for a 
series of 13 episodes based on Ru- 
pert Hughes’ “FBI Girl,” for which 
$28,600 is asked. Payoff was to be 
at the rate of $2,250 a program, 
the producers asserted. 

Harrison Dunham, manager of 
KTTV, is a former attorney for 
the Times. 





Detroit—For the second straight 
year, the Stroh Brewing Co. will 
sponsor telecasts of 35 home games 
ef the Detroit Red Wings hockey 
team on WWJ-TV. 











“ARTIE" 
Currently 


CAVALCADE OF STARS 
AUGUST 26 
DU MONT-TY 





Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AMEKICA 





| national news, 
| servations on the Korean war and 
| NBC film covering that front an® 
| Washington. WLW-D, Dayton, 
‘cuts in with sports news and a 
| weather forecast by Neal Van Ellis, 
|and switch from WLW-C, Colum- 
' bus, has highlights of Ohio news 
by Dick Cook. 

| Terry Flynn, former Associated 
| Press staffer in Cincy, is news co- 
| ordinator and in charge of assem- 
| bling scripts and building the pro- 
gram. Ray Shannon, under direct 
‘wing of the ad agency, makes two 
| appearances as the Red Top bar- 
‘tender. In white coat and black 
| bow tie he makes his pitch from 
behind a bar. 


Bullfight Vidpic Rolls 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

New series of telepix tagged 
“Time Will Tell” rolled at the Hal 
Roach lot yesterday ‘Mon.) under 
the banner of Space Productions, 
new Bob Angus organization, Ed- 
|die Norris stars in a bulifight yarn 
as the first of 26 half-hour films 
which will cost about $10,000 each. 

Lensing at studio is being done 
with a mechanical bull, actual bull- 
ring scenes having been shot in 
| Mexico earlier. 








ob- | 


Ownership change is in line with 
/announcement made by Evans re- 
'cently when he resigned as chair- 
|man of the board of the Crown 
| Drug Co. and withdrew from heavy 
| duties there to concentrate more 
attention on the radio properties. 


ABC 6-Month Take 1806; 
New Pay Pact for Kintner 


ABC’s stronger position, with 
'AM business holding its own and 
TV time selling out rapidly, is re- 
flected in its statement for the 
_first six months of 1950 with in- 
leome (after taxes) of $180,000, 
| equal to lle a share on the $1 par 
common stock. Latter represents 
la slight rise over the first quarter 
| earnings, which were 5c per share. 
| The six-month report contrasts 
| with the '49 statement for the same 
' period, which showed a loss of 
| $46,141. - 

Web’s more favorable picture is 
i also indicated by the new contract 
given prexy Robert E. Kintner, 
| whose annual pay is upped to $75,- 
' 000 from $50,000 in a new five-year 
pact. Kintner will also get an ad- 
‘ditional $5,000 for each $250,000 
| the web makes over $1,000,000, 
lup to a $100,000 annual maximum. 








\which — |of radio facilities. 
spares te Oe ee | The union also questions the fact 


(WDET) in Detroit, has been ie 7 
turned down on its AM application — voting dan tenn tad MAE 


for failure to meet engineering re- | ey in , “ies? 
‘quirements. WCAR now operates /Mov In ts Proposed decision_ but 
jas a daytimer with kw power. decision three weeks ago. Two of 
In a petition filed with the agen- the members who had voted for de- 
/cy, the UAW said its proposed sta-|nial were absent from the oral 
'tion would provide “a wholly new | argument on the proposed decision 
non-profit pubiie service badly | and did not participate in the final 
needed” in Detroit. “We believe,” ruling. 
said UAW, “such a program serv: | 

jice dedicated to improve human re- | ‘ 
jlations and the needs of the com- | Dr gag on vee, 
munity would do as much as any-| high school principal to become 


‘thing else to take radio out of its | general manager of WHOK here 
‘present doldrums caused by exces- | Sept. 1. 


STABILIZED 




















WHJ-TV is taking circulation for 

° granted! The number of television sets ¢ 
in the Detroit market has passed the 
quarter-million mark! 


nou OH + 


Words like ‘“‘experimental” .. . “‘test”’ 
...» “pioneering”... “infaney” and 
the rest of the vocabulary of a new 
medium are out. TV has come of age! 


oe ; 


We will back our belief in the stability 
of television with our new rate card 
(#8) which will be guaranteed to adver- 
tisers for one full year! 


RATES 


GUARANTEED 
FOR 1 YEAR 





WW tv 


NBC Television Network 
FIRST IN MICHIGAN Owned end Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 





National Representatives: THE GEORGE P, HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
ASSOCIATE AM-FM STATION WWJ 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Houston—Webb Hunt, a member | in early October. He will be as- 
of the announcing staff of KNUZ/| sistant to general manager W. C. 


here, has been upped to chief an-| Swartley, who handles the time-| 
Johnnie Goodman has} consuming job of directing activi-' 


nouncer. on: 
been named production chief. En-| ties of WBZ and the rapidly ex- 
dah Forester, traffic manager, has| panding WBZ-TV. 


»n given the additional duties of + 
scl | $§t. Louis—Arthur F. Rekart, 


i manager. 

ig-eauroe : | chief engineer at KXOK, will cele- 
| brate his 25th year in radio Aug. 
25. A grad of the Valparaiso, Ind., 
Technical Institute, Rekart was 
chief engineer for WOWO, WTMV 
and KFRU before joining KXOK 
in 1938. 

Paul Harvey, ABC news gabber 
in Chicago, is convalescing at his 
farm home south of St. Louis from 
injuries suffered when his car went 
out of contro) near Litchfield, Ill. 
Harvey, driving alone, fell asleep 
at the wheel and the machine 
turned over when it left the road. 








Wichita Falls, Tex.—Doc Warren 
has joined the announcing staff of 
KFDX here. He comes from 
KVWC, Hot Springs, Ark. George 
Craig, program director for KFDX, 
has been upped to production 
director. 





Seymour, Tex.—William C. Moss 
has been granted license by the 
FCC for a new outlet to operate 
here on 1,230 kilocycles with 100 
watts full time. Estimated cost is 
set at $10,511. Moss is a salesman 
with the Curtiss Candy Co., Dallas. 





Cleveland—Three additions re- 
ported to the WSRS staff. Allan 
Douglas, disker at WXEL, takes on 
an additional stanza; Ray Mullins 
and Bob Engel are the other two. 

WJMO has asked the FCC for a 
power increase from one to five 
kilowatts. 

First major AM splurge by a 
downtown department store in two 
years was reported when Halle 
Bros. bought the 11 p.m. news over 
WGAR from Sunday through Fri- 
day. Jack Dooley is the newscast- 
er and Ohio Advertising is the 
agency. 





Tex. — The FCC has 
granted transfer of control of 
KTXN, Inc., from the present 
stockholders to Edward C. James 
for “a consideration of $2,759. 
James also has 76.25% interest in 
KCNY, San Marcos, Tex. 


Austin, 





Houston—A new half-hour airer, 
*“Collie’s Coffee Club,” will make 
its bow here on KLEE, to be aired 
Monday through Friday with Biff 
Collie as m.c. Airings will origi- 
nate direct from the Coral Room 
of Kelley’s restaurant here. 





Zanesville, O.—FCC last week 
authorized switch in control of 
WHIZ from Southeastern Ohio 
Broadcasting System to the Zanes- 
ville Publishing Co. for $69,000. 
Both companies are owned by 
Arthur S., Orville B. and Clay 
Littick. Publishers own the Zanes- 
ville Signal and Times-Recorder. 





Paris, Tex.—Fred Kincaid has 
been named manager for KPLT 
here. Kincaid for the past 12 years 
has been on the staff of WRR, Dal- 
las, specializing in sports an- 
nouncing. 





Beaumont, Tex.—Miriam Power 
has joined the staff of KRIC here 
as a sales representative. She 
comes from New York. D. ik. 
Maxted is the outlet’s new director 
of public relations and Jim Saxon 
joins the announcing staff. Maxted 








Pittsburgh—Howard Lazarus, in 
charge of sales at WPGH fof last 
year, hag been named station man- 
ager. George Harton is now sole 
owner of the indie, having bought 
out the interest of his remaining 








was formerly manager of KPBX artner, William Zeuger Dwight 
while Saxon was with KTRM, both omen who has had a half-hour 
here. “Collector's Corner” disk show on 
oe § WWSW for several months, has 
Miami — Walter A. Callahan,| heen appointed head of station’s 
former general manager of WSAT, | music library . . . Ted Okon has 
Cincinnati, is joining WKAT, | left his public relations berth with 
Miami—Miami Beach, as_ vice-| wpTyv to become personal man- 
president in charge of  sales,| acer for Al Morgan, TV and record 
Sept. 1. | personality Kendall ae. 
‘ : F former program director of WWSW 
San Antonio — William P. and more recently manager of 
Smythe was named veepee and WYRO in Rochester. Pa., has re- 


general manager of KCOR. Inc.,) signed to pilot WDUQ, FM station 
here, succeeding Charles Harris, on the Duquesne U. campus. He 
who resigned. Harris has been | succeeds Rev. J. A. Lauritis, who 
with the outlet since its inception helped found the college broadcast- 
in 1946. ery last fall... Joe Boley, form- 
‘er WJAS announcer, doing a lot 
of TV work in New York, chiefly 
on “Kraft Theatre.” 





San. Antonio— Charles Brady, 
chief. engineer of KMAC and 
KISS-FM, called to active duty 











with the U. S. Marine Corps. 

Stan Morris, account executive 
with KCOR, reports this week 
for active duty with the Navy Re- 
serve Corps. | 
Sort Worth, Tex.— WBAP has 
announced that plans are ‘being 
completed to air meetings direct 
from the United Nations Security 
Council, to bring listeners in this 
area firsthand information of UN 
happenings. 


Greensboro, N. C.—Smithfield’s 
radio station, WMPM, the first 
completely local broadcasting unit, 
is expected to go on the air soon. 
John S. (Jack) Townsend is man-, 
ager of the station. 











Greensboro, N. C.—James Cog- | 
gins, of WKIYK in Newberry, was | 
elected vice president of South. 
Carolina Associated Press broad- 
casters at their annual mid-sum- 
mer meeting at Myrtle Beach. | 
Coggins succeeds the late Scott 
Russell, of WESCA in Greenville. 

President James Hicks of WCOS 
in Columbia presided at the meet- 
ing. The group, composed of As- | 
sociated Press radio members, dis- | 
cussed technicalities involved in 
news broadcasting. 





Detroit—Myrtle Labbitt, women’s 
editor of CKLW, left for Europe 
last Wednesday (16) to represent 
Michigan at the International Con- 
ference of Associated Country 
Women of the World. She is an 
official delegate of the Michigan 
division of the Woman’s National 
Farm and Garden Assn. Confer- 
ence «will be held Sept. 9-23 in 
Copenhagen. She is taking along 
a CKLW recorder so that her wom-. 
en’s show will have an _ interna- 
tional flavor when she returns. 


Boston—C. S. (Cy) Young, for- 
merly manager of WBZ and more 
recently manager of NBC's Port- 
land, Ore., stations KEX and KEX- 
FM, will return to-the Hub station 


\ 





‘also vacationed. 





| Benny Set 


Continued from page 31 








guest stars. He said he hopes to 
do the first one Oct. 29 and will fly 
to N. Y. for each o fthe programs 
in order to do them live. As a re- 
sult, he plans to tape his radio 
show in advance the Sunday night 


|in every eight that he appears on 


TV. He also plans to use one of 
his radio cast on each of the TV 
shows, with the possibility that Ed- 
die (Rochester) Anderson might be 
a permanent member of the TV 


staff. 


As recently as last year, Benny 
decided definitely against entering 
video, claiming the medium had 
not been sufficiently developed at 
that time. Last week, however, he 
declared, “I think I have to get 
into television now.” He predicted 
the time might come when he 
would abandon radio in favor of 
concentrating on TV exclusively. 
That, he said, will depend on how 
fast TV develops, particularly as to 
networking facilities; on the wishes 
of his sponsor, and if TV _ over- 
shadows radio. “Even when that 
time comes,” he said, “I would not 
want to do more than a half-hour 
show once every two. weeks.” 
Comedian also predicted a num- 
ber of top radio artists eventually 
will head into daytime AM in order 
to do video shows at night. If that 
ever happens, however, he said, he 
himself would prefer to give up 
radio entirely. 

Benny returned last week from 
Europe, where he played a repeat 
stand at the London Palladium and 
Before heading 
back to the Coast Friday (18), he 
scouted some of the CBS-owned or 
leased theatres in Manhattan to de- 
termine which would best fit his 
projected TV show. 


| Wash., Ore. Broadcasters 


| In Two-Day Seattle Meet 


Seattle, Aug. 22. 


First of a series of regional dis-' 
of the National | 


\trict meetings 
Assn. of Broadcasters wound up 
here last Tuesday (15). Broad- 
casters of Washington and Ore- 
gon, comprising the 17th District, 
went on record as approving the 


'setting up of a separate corpora- 
‘tion for the Broadcast Advertising 


Bureau and also urged the push- 
ing of a vigorous membership 
drive in the association. 

H. Quenton Cox, general man- 
ager of KGW,~ Portland, was 
elected a director from the 17th 
District, succeeding Harry Spence 
of KRKO, Aberdeen, Wash. 

Lee Hart, BAB assistant direc- 
tor, told the radio men how BAB 
would help them get more busi- 
ness in the coming year, and 
Charles Batson, NAB director of 
television, conducted a seminar. on 
television operation. 

Other speakers on the two-day 
schedule included Carl Haverlin, 
BMI _iopresident, and_ Richard 
Doherty, NAB director of em- 
ployer - employee relations. The 
BAB strip film, “How to Pick a 
Winner,” was shown and business 
sessions of the district was held. 


BOB RUSSELL TO EMCEE 
NEW SEASON ‘VARIETIES’ 





Bob Russell, vet emcee-perform-_ 


er, takes over as headliner-emcee 
of “Versatile Varieties’ when that 
variety show returns to NBC-TV 





From T 











bad 


| Best Foods, through Earle Ludgin 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


he Production Centers 


= Continued from page 28 
next week for a vacation at St. Ignace in the Mackinac Straits. 





& Co., has ordered two daily five- 
'minute newscasts on WMAQ, starting Sept. 18... . Jim Hanlon, WGN 
'press chief, named secretary of the communications committee of the 
_Chi Civil Defense Committee. 


Women’s National Press Club, headed by Daily News correspondent 
Ruth Montgomery, breaks club precedent by assuming sponsorship of 
Ted Mack’s “Original Amateur Hour,” ABC airer, next Jan. 18, with a 
three-hour parade of VIP's, 45 minutes of which will be carried over 
the web. . . . Tony Wakeman, ace sportscaster, ex of WWDC and more 
recently WOL, switching to TV with his own two-a-day “Sports re- 


view,” 


over WTTG-DuMont, starting next week (28). 


... Lynn Chalm- 


ers, assistant director of community service of WTOP-CBS, has been 


made a scriptwriter at that station. 


. .. Joseph Burton, former promo- 


tion director of the Washington Daily News, has joined staff of local 
station WWDC-FM, the Washington Transit Radio station, as account 
exec. . . . Manuel Mikelson shifted from job of continuity editor of 
WWDC to account exec of WWDC-FM, with James Robertson, station 
music librarian, taking over as continuity ed. 

Peg Eck, news editor of WMAL-ABC, off on a seven-week European 
junket which will include net broadcasts from a number of key spots, 
plus coverage for the web of the International Monetary Conference in 


Paris early next month... 


. Joseph Riviere, WMAL announcer, or« 


dered to active duty as first lieutenant with the Air Force Reserve 


Training Center in Miami. 


.. . Ben Strouse, v.p. and general manager 


of WWDC, and Washington Transit Radio Co., has offered complete 
facilities of the 450 vehicle radio system to the District Civilian De- 


fense Committee. 


... Rick La Falce, 


ex-Warner flack and more recently 


freelance publicist, has been named director of publicity and promo- 


tion for WTTG-DuMont. 








Tele Chatter 








this fall for Bonnie Maid linoleum. | 


New season’s opening show starts 
Friday, Sept. 1 (9-9:30). 

Russell will miss the opening 
show, that of the Labor Day week- 
end, because of a commitment to 
emcee the annual “Miss America” 
beauty pageant in Atlantic City, 
which he will be handling for the 
10th year. 


Latex Launching Willis 
On CBS ‘Best’ Daytimer 


CBS-TV picks up another femme 
lingerie manufacturer for a spon- 
sor next month when International 
Latex, girdle-makers, launches 
Richard Willis in “Look Your 
Best” in the 3:30 to 4 p. m. period 
Mondays and Fridays. Foote, Cone 
& Belding agency will handle the 
commercial plugs, but CBS, which 
also has Maiden-Form Bras as a 
sponsor on Dorothy Doan’s “Vanity 
Fair” show, reserves the right to 
approve or reject all commercial 
copy. 

Show will mark the inception of 
CBS's daytime TV programming 
on a network basis. It’s also to be 
aired Wednesday afternoons for 13 
| weeks, with International Latex 
granted an option for that length 
of time to pick up the additional 
day. If it decides against taking 
the Wednesday half-hour, CBS then 
has the right to pitch that segment 
to other sponsors. 








Va. Firm to Premiere New 


North Carolina Station 


Greensboro, N. C., Aug. 22. 

The Commonwealth ~ Broadecast- 
ing Co. of Norfolk, Va., will begin 
operations on Kinston’s newest ra- 
dio station, on a frequency of 
1010kw, in about 40 days, accord- 
ing to Ernest Linwood Scott of 
Kinston. 

Permission was obtained last fall 
from the Federal Communications 
Commission to establish the station 
at Kinston on a daytime basis, but 
the firm has encountered 
tower site anc construction delays. 

The studio will be 
in a renovated office. Night opera- 
tions will be sought as fast as pos- 
sible. Others in the firm with Scott 
are Robert Wasdon and Jack Sigel, 
both of Norfolk. Commonwealth 
has operated a station in Norfolk 
three years. 


Downey’s ‘Kid’ Show 


New Morton Downey show for 
Nash-Kelvinator, which is to be 
launched next moagath on CBS-TV, 
will have the tenor interviewing 
guest celebs and their offspring 
each week. .Show is to be titled 
“That’s My Kid.” 

Series is scheduled for airing 
every week in the Friday night 10 
to 10:30 slot. 


Buckham Exits Mutual 


Duncan R. Buckham has _ re- 
signed as sales manager of Mu- 
tual’s eastern division. 

Jack Overall has been upped to 
ithe post. ° 








radio | 


maintained | 


New York 

CBS-TV program chief Charles 
Underhill and wife, actress Julie 
Stevens on a three-week canoeing 
trip through Maine . 

Les Tremayne signed as a regular 
cast member of NBC-TV's “One 
Man’s Family.’”’ Producer Carleton 
|E. Morse also pacted Carl Kent 
{to a fulltime assignment as set de- 
signer for the show . .. Modern- 
‘aires now doing three TV film 
shorts for their radio sponsor, 
Campbell Soup . Rod Mitchell 
named assistant program chief of 
WCBS-TV, to aid program director 
Dick Doan ... Tidewater Associ- 
ated Oil repacted for George F. 
Putnam’s “Broadway to _ Holly- 
wood” show Wednesday nights on} 
DuMont ... Bob Cooke, N. Y. Her- 
ald-Tribune’s sports editor, signed 
with Roberts & Carr productions 
as a regular panel member for a 
TV sports quiz show being readied 
for the fall ... Allyn Rice, who co- 
, produced “Set My People Free” 
with the Theatre Guild two years | 
ago on Broadway, readying a series 
of adaptations of Dickens’ novels 
for TV . DuMont’s morning 
show, “Your TV Shopper,” added a 
new segment called ‘See It First 
on DuMont,” which will have 
femcee Margaret Johnson demon- | 


Areas 


strate appliances, fashions, etc., for | 

the first time as found for the show | 

‘by a group of women _ shoppers | 
; Treva Frazee set for a) 

role on CBS-TV’s **Mama,” Friday | 

night (25). J. H. Lloyd resigned | 

‘as producer-director with Video 
International to join Radio-Video 
associates in the same capacity. | 
| Jess Kimmel is rejoining Max 
Liebman as his assistant producer 

on “Show of Shows,” bowing Sept. | 

9. He was with Music-in-the-Round 

at the Chicago Fair all summer, 

directing four musicals. 

Jack Landt has been 


added to 


the George R. Nelson agency 
staff. Agency’s Mohawk-show re- 
sumes Monday (28). ... Danny 
Shapiro has joined the Milton) 
Berle writing staff. 
| Hollywood 
Religious films producer Dick) 
Morean and radio thesp Robert 


Bruce, Jr., have joined forces to 
make vidfilms, initialler being a 
pilot film for Hoffman Radio| 
which Bruce directed. Latter is| 
the son of the late Robert Bruce, | 
|travelog producer ., . Mike Dolin- 
isky pacted by the Paul Kohner 
agency to script “Melody Inn,’ | 
vidshow starring the Boyd Triplets. | 
Bert Reisfeld handles musical | 
chores . . . Allardale Productions | 
going into the live TV field .. .| 
Tex Williams rolled a pilot film | 
for a moppet videoater series with | 
Bud Cole and Cliff Carling pro-| 
ducing. It’s aimed at KNBH .., || 
“Adventures of the Texas Kid,” a| 
60-minute vidfilm, has been com-| 
pleted by John Jay Franklin Pro- 
ductions as the first in a series 
of video westerns. Made at a cost 
of $18,000, it was directed by 
Robert Pansey and Reg Browne, 
with John Lorenz and Hugh 
Hooker in top roles. 

Jimmy Stewart making video! 
commercials at Jerry Fairbanks 
Productions for Southwest Air- 





| Ways 


‘program 


| his fall CBS series .. 
{addition of Hank Hope to the cast. 


| Helen 


| Shoes in seven markets . 


| ducer, 


| “Breakfast 


as bs SE 
films for its 


has leased 50 
“Movie Gems” 
... Alan Young huddling 
with scripters Dave Schwartz and 
Leo Solomon on a new format for 
. With the 


more 


NBC-TV's “Club Celebrity” will 
be kinnied for the east ... Russell 


Fillmore set as director of the 
“Hollywood Television Theatre” 
series. Permanent cast for the 


,;One-hour vidramas include Gladys 


George, Glen Langan, Jane Dar- 
well, Lyle Talbot, Francis Lederer, 
Parrish, Ann Nagel and 
Michael Whalen Smilin’ Ed 
McConnell makes his video debut 
over NBC Saturday (26) and will 
be seen on alternate Saturdays. 


Chicago 

Starting date for Don MeNeill’s 
ABC hour video show for Philco 
has been moved back a week to 
Sept. 13... International situation 
hit home at WBKB with directors 
Bill Hutchings and Jim Harelson 
called up for duty ... Jim Shaw, 
Chi radio-TV director for Henri, 


_Hurst & McDonald, back at home 


office after setting up Saturday 
morning film show for Red Goose 
.. Greg 
been directing 


Garrison, who's 


| ABC's “Super Circus,” ankles the 


net Sept. 1 to join NBC ‘in N.Y,, 
where he'll work on the Kate 
Smith tele show .. . Clifton Utley 
now handling gabbing duties on 
WNBQ's Sunday afternoon ‘‘Front- 
line Camera” bankrolled by Chi 
First National Bank . . . Roy Top- 
per debuted a news show on 
WBKB this week. Show heard 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
just before’ station’s signoff will 
feature long-distance phone calls 
to people in the news. 

Ted Mills, Chi NBC exec pro- 
back at his desk after a 
European jaunt, working on fall 
plans for daytime tele shows .. . 
Bill Savage, young singer making 
his pro bow on Goldblatts’ “Lets 
Have Fun” hour-long, cross-the- 


board remote on WBKB, copped 


the job after an appearance on 
station’s weekly talent hunt spon- 
sored by Admiral ... Johnny 
Desmond, vocal headliner of ABC's 
Club” and “Tin Pan 
Alfey TV,” to sing as guest of 
honor Sunday (27) at the Sister 
Kenny Polio Fund Circus held in 
Soldiers Field. Also appearing at 
the festival is Nick Francis, ‘Super 
Circus” clown... George Paul has 


joined WBKB camera crew ... 


Satton & Power, singing duo, 
guested on “Our Gal Toni’ show 
on WENR-TV ... WBKB racked 
up 1,023 spot commercial sales 
during July. 


London 

Penelope Knox’s play of the 
early life of Louisa M. Alcott, en- 
titled “Louisa,” well be aired on 
the children’s program Wednesday 
(90). Margaret Barton plays the 
title role, supported by George 
Manship and Nell Ballantyne ... 
S. E. Reynolds is producing, same 
evening, a “Joyce Grenfell at 
Home” show, in which Miss Gren- 
fell will be interviewed by Leslie 
Mitchell .. . Sylvie St. Claire had 
the. solo spot in last Sunday’s (20) 
“Sunday Serenade” 
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S-B Drops Miracle 


Court Won't Rule on Copyright Issue 


Shapiro-Bernstein has dropped 
its appeal of Chi federal district 
Judge Michael Igoe’s decision in 
publisher’s copyright infringement 
case against Miracle Records of 


Chicago. Thus, Judge Igoe’s rul-' 


ing that recording of a song prior 
to copyright constitutes abandon- 
ment of the copyright will stand 
unchanged. 


Appeal had been filed in June 
in Chi federal appeals court. But 
Elliot Shapiro, topper in the firm, 
said this week that the appeal was 
being dropped because the case is 
so complicated and has so many 
ramifications that the appeals court 
might not even rule on the copy- 
right opinion, which came as an 
obiter dictum in the original de- 
cision last March, 

While Judge Igoe’s decision will 
stand, Shapiro said he doesn’t feel 
it will have a far-reaching effect. 
In substance, it prevents song- 


writers from producing and sell-| 


ing records of their work before 
copyrighting it, under penalty of 
putting the work in public domain. 
Attorneys for Music Publishers 
Protective Assn. and Songwriters 
Protective Assn., who had sought 
to come into the case as amicus 
curiae, had argued that a rigid 
interpretation of the ruling would 
place all songs recorded since 1907 
into public domain, since records 
do not bear a copyright notice as 
required by law. But Shapiro said 
he disagreed entirely with 
argument, that the only songs that 
would be affected were those re- 
corded prior to copyright. 
Shapiro-Bernstein had filed suit 
against the 
charge of infringing upon the copy- 
right of “Yancey Special,” a 
boogie-woogie number supposedly 
written by. pianist Meade Lux 


Lewis. In March, Judge Igoe laid | 


down a three-point ruling against 
the publisher. He held that Lewis 
did not write the song, according 
to testimony in the case; that the 
outstanding feature of the song 
was the bass part, and this could 
not be copyrighted because its 


composition was mechanical rather | 


than creative; and that Lewis’ re- 
cording and selling recoras of the 
song before copyrighting it con- 
stituted an abandonment of the 
copyright. 

It was the last ruling that caused 
industry-wide talk and cued 


Shapiro-Bernstein’s appeal of the’ 


case. Because of the multi-fold de- 
cision, however, Shapiro has de- 
cided that the appeals court may 
not even touch upon the copyright 
ruling. Hope for a modification of 
the ruling, he said, was the only 
reason for the appeal. 


Mercury Setting Deal 
For Newman to Baton; 
Hammond Joining In 


Mercury Records, together with 
its former vice-president, John 
Hammond, is negotiating a deal 
with Alfred Newman whereby the 
conductor 
semi-classics for the diskery. 

With other major diskeries using 
conductors for pop recording, 
Mercury, which has released New- 
man recordings through its take- 
over of the Majestic catalog, would 
like Newman to record for them 
on what they hope would be a 
bigger scale than the others. It’s 
understood Newman would like to 
record in the pop field too. 

Hammond, who resigned from 
the company as vice-president last 
spring, but who has nevertheless 
retained close ties with the firm, 
would join in the deal in a sort of 
producer capacity. He would help 
arrange sessions and select num- 
bers. Because of the cost of the 
project, Hammond would also put 
up some of the coin, probably get- 
ting a return on a royalty basis. 

Asid® from recording Newman 
on pops, the company would also 
have him record semi-classical 
works. Mercury toppers specifically 
have their eyes on modern operet- 
tas, which they feel are right up 
Newman’s alley and for which they 
believe there is a great demand. 








Ethel Smith Music Corp. and its 
staff arranger, Milt Page, new 
members of the American ety 
of Composers, Authors & Publish- 
ers. 


ae 


this | 


indie diskery on a' 


will record pop and | 


Appeal for Fear 


+ 


Lombardo to Start 26th =| 
Year at Rooseveli Hotel | 


Guy Lombardo’s orch is slated to | 
return to the Hotel Roosevelt, | | 
N. Y., Sept. 25, for an indefinite | | 
stay. Date will mark the start of | f 
Lombardo’s 26th year at the hotel. 

Teddy Powell’s orch, which origi- | 
nally went into the spot for a six- | 
week engagement, will have 
racked up an approximate three- | 
month stand by the time Lombardo | 
returns, 





| 
{ 
| 
| | 
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LORRY RAINE 


| “Strangers’—London Records 


- 
e | “iar * oe 
| Lorry’s fast-rising “Strangers” is 
ll on ll s ap | proof of the potency of the country’s 
} 





| disk jockeys. Lorry’s acceptance by 
ithe d.j.’s is a Mutual Admiration 


e Society. 
| These gentlemen have given new 
| talent, new songs the kind of op- 


| |; portunities publicity men like my- 
| 


| self are grateful for ... 
| Hollywood, Aug. 22. | ; sath TIM GAYLE 


Latest femme chirp to switch Publicity-Song and Record 
recording labels is Betty Hutton, Exploitation 

who cut her first side for RCA! Co Hotel Roosevelt, New York, N.Y. 
Victor one day after ankling Capi- 
tol. New deal is a one-year pact 
involving no guarantee. She re- 


ceives the regular 5% of seta |) | yl d 

ag vpeianey London 
Miss M 

ago, drawn in by Buddy De Sylva, 

refused to let her warble ballads. | ties_ Monday (21). 


This is the second time 
one of the founders. Early in| J0e Delaney, longtime Decca 
| 








Hutton has beaten a path from 

Capitol to RCA. She joined Cap 

when it was founded seven years 

1946, when her “Doctor, Lawyer, | Sales topper, last week was a 
Indian Chief” was a smash hit, she | Pointed sales manager of London 
ankled the waxery because execs | Records. ° 
Meanwhile, E. 


‘Cap, in retaliation, stopped press- | R. Lewis, head of British Decca, | 


ing “Chief.” although it was the|London’s parent firm, announced 
biggest hit it had a that time. | the appointment of Lee Hartstone, 

Miss Hutton staved at RCA two | London’s Boston distributor, to the 
years, then switched back to Cap. | POSt of executive assistant te Da- 

Latest shuffle comes at a time|Diel R. Berne, exec vice-president. 
when Miss Hutton is represented| Lewis, who is in New York on 
in the top-selling wax classification | his annual trip to the U. S. to look 
only as a member of the cast of the | over the London operations, took 
filmusical “Annie Get Your Gun,” | Delaney from his post as assistant 
M-G-M album of which is current-|to Mike Ross, Coral Records vee- 
ly a top-seller. She gets top-bill- | pee. His appointment cued the de- 
ing on the book which was mar-' parture from London of Rudi Tol- 


, 


keted, with Cap’s permission, from |nay, who had charge of sales. 

the Metro soundtrack. | Decca, meanwhile, has decided 
ito change the executive setup of 
its two-year-old subsidiary. In- 
| stead of appointing a successor to 


| Defense - Sweetheart Delaney’s post at Coral, it -has abol- 
| In Infrmgement Suit | ished the position and set up the 


|; new post of general sales manager. 
| Contending its tune, “Sweet-| This position will be assumed by 
heart O’ Mine.” is a “new work,”| Norm Weinstroer, southeastern di- 
oie >a, ’,. | vision manager of Decca. Jim Mc- 
Melrose Music last week sought) nonald, N.Y. branch manager of 
dismissal of an infringement suit Decca, will succeed Weinstroer to 
brought against it in N. Y. federal | the divisional post. 
court by Roy J. Carew. Latter| Lewis arrived in New York two 
‘harged in an action filed last; veeks ago on one of his periodic 
a 9 t “Sweetheart” was taken Visits. It was understood that he 
pr . rs would make a shakeup in London’s 
| from Frog-I-More-Rag. Also higher echelons, but the appoint- 
| named defendants were Brunswick ment of Delaney came as a sur- 
Radio Corp. and Decca Records. prise. The London topper said Tol- 


“Frog” from the heir of the song’s amicable. 


‘composer, Ferdinand Morton. His) 
B. A. Rolfe Back in 


suit asked for an injunction and' 
damages fromethe three defen- 
dants. Melrose, according’ to 
| answers and counterclaims, main- | 
,tains that “Sweetheart” was 
i written with Morton’s consent. 
. Boston, Aug. 22. 

Answers point out that Walter) 
'Melrose authored the lyrics for| 7 - Rolfe, eng’ en 
“Sweetheart” and also utilized part | 88@, Snowman, 7 0 si Mi: in 
‘of “Frog’s” music with permission semi-retirement in nearby ans- 
of the composer. Publisher notes) field for several years, swings back 
that it holds a 1926 copyright on i=to action next Sunday (27) when 
'“Sweetheart” and denies that ~ My a video assignment at 
Carew has any rights in the tune. Half-hour Sunday afternoon 
| stanza will be a talent-opportunity 
|show with maestro m.c.-ing and 
4 | filling in with stories and anecdotes 

In Trio of Canada Dates: af showbiz. Sponsored by local 

. : |Community, Opticians, format wi 

Ba yo ie poses Cat | follow more or less standard pat- 


roe .|tern with five hopefuls given a 
Calloway and the Cabaliers fin | hearing during the period. 
‘ished the first of a trio of Canadian Te atdition te Send ns Sel ial 
‘engagements Saturday (19). Cal-| | *2 addition to Sunday p.m. 
‘loway and his four-man crew com- | Chore, Rolfe is screening youthful 
pleted a 10-day stand at the Gat- | local professional musicians with 
tineau Country club, Quebec, prior | V'€W toward “~ “« . 25-piece 
to opening at the Hotel Edison, | U5it for stage and vido appear- 
‘Toronto, Monday (21) for two | 4nces. Tabbed “Young Bostonians, 
‘weeks. Group follows the Toronto | Show figures on pay some 
‘date with a two-week stand at the | talented youngsters on video series 


Palomar Supper club, Vancouver, | to fit into Rolfe’s new organization. 


‘B. C., starting Sept. 11. 

| Unit will leave Canada around 

Sept. 24, heading for the Coast, | 

where it will eo a ye — Pr-- 

he Oasis, Los Angeles, | ’ 

i. ‘joatet laying with | string of 40 one-night stands on 

Calloway — ll mead bd 

; Dave Rivera, no; Pana- ; ; 

baby sane drums, and Milton Hin- | Band will also hit Oregon and 
ton, bass, | Washington. 











‘Calloway Finishes 1st 


' 
| 





Currently touring the south, 


He assumed his new du- | 


Action With Video 


Miiburn’s orch begins a/'§ 


onah Jones, the Coast Aug. 26, in Richmond, | 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


Robbins Sets New 





Farbman Now Prof. Mgr. 
Of Berlin Music Corp. 


Abe Farbman last week was ap- 
| pointed professional manager of 
| Irving Berlin Music Corp. Appoint- 





‘ment now centers duties of the post | 


in one man. During the past cou- 
ple of years the job had been divid- 


‘ed among a number of staff mem- | 


| bers. 

| Farbman has been-with the com- 
pany in capacity of contact man for 
the past five years. He said there 
will be no personnel changes in the 
professional department. 


| 


Doris Day Renews 





With Columbia 


| Doris Day is reported about to 
| pact a renewal of her contract with 
Columbia Records. Songstress was 
| rumored leaving the firm, but 
|prexy .Ted Wallerstein met with 
Marty Melcher, her manager on the 
'Coast last week and is said to 
have ironed out whatever difficul- 


| ties existed between the singer and 
the company. 
| It’s understood the new contract, 
| which hasn't been signed yet, will 
run for five years, to take effect 
|when her present pact runs out a 
year from now. While on the 
Coast last week, Wallerstein also 
signed Jo Stafford to the Columbia 
| roster. She comes over’ from 
| Capitol. 
| Wallerstein, together with mer- 
| chandising veepee Paul Southard, 
| general sales manager Jeff Wilson 
| and ad-promotion director Ken 
| McAllister, are due back in N. Y. 
| today ‘Wed.), following a two-week 
| tour of three cities at which they 
|addressed regional distributor 
|meetings. Wallerstein handled his 
| talent negotiations on the Coast be- 
| fore the first regional meet at San 
| Francisco. 
| Diskery toppers concluded their 
| final regional meeting at Atlantic 
| City yesterday ‘Tues.), after meet- 
|ing with midwest distribs in Chi- 
| cago last week. 


| some for the Atlantic City meeting. 


Leo Edwards as V.P.-G.M. 
Of New Show Tunes Firm 


Leo Edwards, songwriter, former 
| publishing executive and brother 
|of Gus Edwards, has joined the 
| newly-formed publishing firm, 
| Show Tunes, Inc., as _ vice-presi- 
dent and general manager. Firm, 
headed by Lou Goldberg, is an 
American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers company. 
| Goldberg, with Ted Mack, owns 
and operates the original Amateur 
_ Hour on radio and video. 











| of the Charter Members of 
ASCAP, held his last executive 
| publishing post with De Sylva, 
| Brown and Henderson before the 
|firm was sold to the Warners 
' group. Since then, he has concen- 
| trated on writing. 
| Firm already has songs in print 
{by top ASCAP writers, according 
to Edwards. It also has certain ties 
|in radio and television which will 
|enable its professional department 
to begin operations immediately, 
| Edwards said. 





RCA Pacts Tillstrom, 
‘Kukla’ Show for Disks 


RCA Victor last week signed 
| Burr Tillstrom, creator and writer 
|of the “Kukla, Fran and Ollie” 
| NBC television show, to an ex- 
| clusive recording contract.  Till- 
| strom will use the show’s puppet 
|characters on recordings, which 
| will revolve around program sub- 


| jects. 
MILBURN’S COAST 1-NITERS |’ Fran Allison, who appears on! 


‘the show, has been under contract 
‘to Vietor since last spring and has 
recorded a number of sides for the 
diskery. Tillstrom, who does all 
the voices on the show, will begin 


to record after the program's re-— 


|sumption Aug. 28. 


= 


} 


Executive veepee | 
|Goddard Lieberson joined the four- | 


Edwards, who is the president | 


Publishing Co. 


To Push Along Hopalong Tunes 


ack Robbins has formed a new 
firm, Nacio Publications, in part- 
nership with Nacio Herb Brown 


|}and Bill ‘Hopalong Cassidy) Boyd. 


Firm will publish all music to 
which Boyd secures rights, includ- 
ing the score of his new Paramount 
film with Bing Crosby, “Hi, Pard- 
ner.” 

In addition to owning a hunk of 
the firm, Robbins will be sole 
selling agent through his Consoli- 
dated Music Co., which is selling 
agent for all firms im which he has 
an interest. 

Score for the Crosby-Boyd 
starrer is currently in preparation, 
with Brown writing the music. 
Lyrics fort two songs already com- 
pleted were written by L. Wolfe 
Gilbert, but other lyricists may 
work on the rest of the score. Nacio 
Publications will be an American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers affiliate. 

Robbins is also prepping a Hop- 
along Cassidy folio, which will con- 
tain western songs with scores in 
large type to attract juve trade. 
Score will also have ukelele nota- 
tions. 

Publisher is also readying a 
Spike Jones souvenir folio that will 
be sold at Jones’ concerts. He is 
talking to Jones, he said, about pos- 
sibility of setting up a publishing 
firm as an outlet for Jones’ new 
product. 


Vic Damone Seen Set To 
- Re-Pact With Mercury; 
Disk Heads 0.0.’ng N.Y. 


Vic Damone, whom several disk- 
eries are reported wooing, is about 
to renegotiate his contract with 
Mercury Records. Damone, who is 
currently riding a crest of hit rec- 
ords, has been approached by a 
number of eompanies. with Colum- 
bia reportedly hottest on his trail. 
But William Morris office reps will 
meet this week with Mercury pres- 
ident Irv Green and ad-pub veepee 
Art Talmadge over terms of a new 
pact. 


Singer’s contract reportedly has 
a vear and a half to run. But Green 
and Talmadge, who are in New 
York from. Ch.cavo homeoffices 
this week, are ready to talk new 
terms with the Morris office. with 
the Morris reps reportedly equally 
agreeable. 

Damone, who hadn't had a hit 
record in months. suddenly broke 
loose a couple of months avo with 
‘a number of solid selling records, 
He’s currently Mercury’s top seller, 

Green and Talmadge are in New 
York to look ever the genera] tal- 
ent situation a'd to confer with 
eastern vecpee Joe Carlton and 
artists and repertoire chief Harry 
Geller, who is recording here for a 
couple of months before returning 
to his Coast beadquarters. They 
will prohablv return to Chicago by 
the weekend. 


BM! GETTING RIG PLAY 
ON 194] HiT REVIVAL 


Broadcast Music, Ine., is current- 
ly enjoying the first big revival of 
one of jts songs. Tune is “Do I 
Worry?” published by Melody 
Lane in 1941 and at that time one 
of BMI’s first hit songs. 

Record companies are releasing 
new and old Versions of the song. 
Columbia, for example, has _ re- 
leased two versions on the same 
disk. one by Eddy Howard, who 
now records for Mercury. the other 
by Claude Thornhill. now with 
Victor. Decea has cut the song with 
Russ Morgan, and is increasing 
| pressings on the Ink Spots version, 
which is a star.dard seller for them. 

Southern Music parent company 
of Melody Lane, has made the tune 
its top plug. Southern toppers re- 
port that every major diskery is 
readying recordings of the song. 


Kapn Coasting for Bing, 
_ Andrews Sis Disk Sesh 


Dave Kapp leaves next week for 
the Coast to record Bing Crosby 
and the Andrews Sisters, who are 
due to return to L. A. at that time. 
Decca recording chief will stay 
two weeks. 

Kapp will return to the Coast 
'for a longer period later this fall 
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Tony Martin: “Music, Maestro, 
Please”-“Big Dipper” (Victor). 
Martin has two fine sides here, 
either one of which or both could 
become a hit. His version of 
“Music, Maestro” is warm and sen- 
timental without being saccharine. 
Rates plenty of jock and juke spins. 
Reverse is a pretty ballad that’s 
attractively packaged into a pro- 
duction-type number with chorus 
and strings backing the singer. It’s 
not a commercial record, but will 
get jock spins. Henri Rene backs 
both beautifully. 

Bing Crosby: “The Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic’-“Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer” (Decca). Crosby is no 
stranger to children’s tunes, and 
usually ends up capturing more of 
an adult than a children’s audience 
with them. These two sides should 
be no exception. “Picnic” is a 
delightful melody, set to a march 
tempo. Crosby, together with fine 
choral work by Jud Conlon’s 
Rhythmaires and Victor Young’s 
backing, does an excellent job with 


it. “Rudolph” looks to become a'from his usual florid style for a 


standard Christmas item, and Cros- 

by turns out a fine cut of it... 
Joe “Fingers” Carr-The Star- 

lighters: ‘“‘The Red We Want Is the 


Red We've Got in the Old Red,|2ade” .. . “D: i 
White and Blue”-“Cincinnati Danc- | @ pretty rendition on Capitol from 
ing Pig” (Capitol. “Red, White and | Frank Devol . 


Blue” is a George M. Cohan-styled | 


number with a timely theme and /| 0” Capitol .. . Bing Crosby com- 
lyre that has a good chance of| ines with Russ Morgan and Lou- 
Carr and the Star-| 22ne Hogan for a nice Decca slic- 


catching on. 
lighters dress it up in a package of | 
corn, using for backing a banjo, | 
tuba and blocks, while Carr pounds | 
a ragtime piano. Should get plenty | 
of jock and juke attention. Re-| 
verse is okay rendition of “Cincy | 
Pig,” but competition is strong on | 
this one. 

Ralph Flanagan: “The Red We) 


Want Is the Red We've Got in the | bond 


By BOB CHANDLER 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 12) 
London, Aus. 15. 


s and Disks 








DpUeUe wc, ect cok Sterling 
Bitver OUR | oie cso Pie 
~ Foolish Heart .. c Sun 
earie onnell 
leased some time ago, and switch- Daddy’s Little Girl Yale 
ed to back “Explain.” Both sides Remember Corn ..‘ds Arcadia 


are in for heavy plays, Oh, You Sweet One Southern 


° Let’s Do It Again ... Lennox 
P latter P ointers Piano Roll Blues Leeds 
Ralph Martiere has two lush,| Sentimental ‘te Cinephonic 


smooth arrangements in “My Silent| Your Heart, My Heart Wright 





Love" and aay It Isn't So” on| Quicksilver Morris 
ercury ... Eddy Howard’s ‘“Dad- 

dy’s Little Boy” doesn’t strike the Second 12 
responsive chord “Daddy's Little| Blackbird ....... Box & Cox 
Girl” did. But backing of the| If 1 Loved You ittiamson 
|Mercury side, “They Put the Me and Shadow F.D. & H. 
| Lights Out,” is an okay novelty Candy & Cake Dash 
I. . . Ken Griffin and Jerry Wayne| Have I Told You. Leeds 
;combine of Columbia for good| Jealous Heart °...New World 
|'organ-vocal version of “Golden Once in a While....... Magna 
Sails,” a Hawaiian tune... Merle| A Load of Hay ...... Fields 
Travis and Judy Hayden have a| Sam’s Song .... Sterling 
couple of good boy-girl novelty Two on a Tandem ....Merrin 
duets in “Spoonin’ Moon” and| Hey Neighbor ....... Wright 
|“Too Much Sugar for a Dime” on} Down in Glen Wright 





Capitol, both written by Travis 
. . . Skiteh Henderson’s swing in- 
terpretation of “Swan Lake,” the 
romantic theme from the Tchaikov- 
sky ballet on Capitol, is smooth 
and tasteful. 

Lorry Raine has a fine ballad 
in “Green Fields” and a good 
Irish item in “Dublin Rose,” on 
Universal ... Jan August departs 





Philly Disk Dealers 
Pleading Innocent To 
Anti-Trust Charges 


Philadelphia, Aug. 22. 
The Philadelphia Record Dealers 
Assn., eight retailers and four dis- 





| straight rendition of “Claire de| “5 . - 
, Lune” on Mercury. Reverse, with | tributors, pleaded innocent in U.S. 
Jerry Murad’s Harmonicats, is ef-| district court here (17) to charges 
| fective arrangement of ‘‘Schehera- | of price-fixing and anti-trust law 
. “Dream Awhile” gets | violations. Judge Cullen Ganey 
continued the case at the request 
of Government attorneys. 


The phonograph record dealers 
were charged with using the Rec- 
ord Dealers Assn. 
ing of “This Could Be Forever’... | competition through a system’ of 
Al Trace has a good novelty in | Policing, blacklisting, boycotts and 
“Sticks and Stones,” with Nancy | threats of litigation. 

Wright doing a fine job on vocal Distributors named were Ray- 
on Columbia . . . Jack Berch has| mond Rosen & Co. (RCA-Victor), 
an okay kiddie record of “Me and Capitol Records Distributing Corp., 
My Teddy Bear” and “Teddy Bear | of Hollywood; Stuart F, Louchheim 
Picnic on Victor . .. Harry Bab-| Co, (Columbia); and Decca Dis- 
bitt’s Coral cutting of “All My | tributing Corp., N.Y 

Love” is good, but reverse, “Vaga- | oe ee 

Shoes,” sounds too much like | _. The are Nathan M. 


) Nat King Cole has 
a beautiful rendition of “Home” 





dealers 


Old Red, White and Blue’’-Never-| vie Damone’s (Mercury) . . . Soft | Fischer, who is also president of 


theless” (Victor). 
the patriotic number a fine rhythm 


ride, and part of the excellent| own tune 
swing arrangement seemed to have | op Mercury ; 


been done with tongue-in-cheek. 
But this one should move fast too. 
Reverse is smooth rendition of the 


Bert Kalmar-Harry Ruby standard | My Naughty Sweetie Gives to Me,” | 


Flanagan gives | Notes, 


Benjamin. and/the association; Alex A. Getlin, 
do alright by their | Inc.; Frank T. Ryall; Bond Radio; 
“Can Anyone Explain,” | Ragona’s Radio and Record Shop; 


Bennie 
| George Weiss, 


| “Them There Eyes,” on Decca, is| and Radio, and Premier Record 
solid . . . Bill Darnel turns out a| Shop. 
topnotch rhythm side in “Blues | 





ith Harry Prime on a fine vocal.) : € , 
wi ry | and backs the Coral etching with | Mager Quits Hub Symph 


Sammy Kaye: “Sugar Sweet’- 


“Harbor Lights” (Columbia). 


“Sugar Sweet’ is 
that’s 


promise. 
bouncy novelty 


pleasantly and lightly by Tommy) 
Alamo and the Kaydets. Should | Starr’s 


do well on jukes. Reverse is a 
good Hawaiian, with vocal by 
Alamo and Kaydets. Kaye achieves 
good Hawaiian background. 


The Nocturnes: “Lucky, Lucky, 
Lucky Me”-“Oh, Marie” (M-G-M). 
Nocturnes, a vocal group, have 
what looks like a hit in “Lucky,” a 
bouncy Italian number. Chico 
Messina does well by the Italian 
lyrie while the Nocturnes back him 
chorally in English. Song’s a 
natural for jukes. Reverse is a 
rhythm version of the standard, 
with the chorus chanting behind 
Messina. 


Guy Lombardo: “Halloween”- 
“The Friendly Islands” 
Bill Flanagan and the Lombardo 
Trio do a nice job with “Hallo- 
ween,” a bright novelty with a 
lilting melody and good lyric. Re- 
verse, a pretty ballad, gets a good 
vocal from Kenny Gardner and a 
fine Lombardo arrangement. Both 
sides should see jock action. 


Larry Green-The Honeydream- 
ers: “Can Anyone Explain”’-“All 
Dressed Up to Smile” (Victor). 
Green and 
come up with a fine, relaxed ren- 
dition of “Explain” that features 
some excellent piano work. One 
of the best etchings of the tune 
to date. Reverse is a ragtime nov- 
elty that should stir up quite a 
bit of juke activity. 

Pearl Bailey: “Vagabond Shoes”- 
“Some Days There Just Ain't No 
Fish” (Columbia). Miss Bailey 
misses fire on “Shoes,” at least 
commercially speaking. Slow, de- 
liberate rendition loses some of 
the tune’s force and punch. Re- 
verse, a humorous item, is better 
suited to her style. Gil Evans backs 
both sides well, with an unidentified 
trumpeter contributing some fine 
passages to “Shoes.” 

Vic Damone: “Can Anyone Ex- 
plain’-“Just Say I Love Her” 
(Mercury), Damone, currently rid- 
ing on a crest of hits, has two 
more solid sides here. He handles 
“Explain” in a polished manner, 
changing his touch from light to 
Spirited as music demands. “Say 
I Love Her” was recorded and re- 


(Decca). | 


the Honeydreamers | 


7 | a good “Three Little Words.” 
o- 
lumbia has wasted no time in re-| of “Do I Worry?” one by 
cording Kaye, and both of these | Howard, 
first sides for the diskery show| Thornhill, are both fine . 

a|Lombardo has two of his more | Week because of illness. He is at 
handled | carefree Decca sides in “Let’s Do | 


Columbia’s backed- ersi Boston, Aug. 22. 
arin y Eddy | George Mager, for 30 years first 


the other by Claude trumpeter of the Boston Symph, 
mS Guy | 2nnounced his retirement last 


present confined to the Pittsfield 

. Kay General hospital with a broken 

“When You're a_Long,, hip suffered in a fall recently. 

Long Way from Home,” on Capitol,; Mager’s post will be filled by 
(Continued on page 42) ‘Roger Voisin. 


| It Again” and “Nola” , 


to eliminate | 


. . Billie Holiday’s | Porreca and Santini, Krantz Record | 


Jukers Needled on 


Disk Conversion; 


Switch to 45 RPM Seen Favored 


»s 





Infringement Suits Hit 


Two Catskill resort spots were 
hit with infringement suits filed in 


brought by Hill & Range Songs, 
Inc., and Edward B. Marks Music 
against Orange County Inn Corp., 


operators of the Orange Inn, 
Goshen, N. Y¥. 
First suit charges that the 


Orange Inn publicly performed 
two of the plaintiffs’ songs for 


and various other times. Tunes 
involved are H & R’s “Roses” and 
Marks’ “Parade of the Wooden 
Soldiers.” Injunction and dam- 
ages of not less than $250 for each 
alleged violation are asked. 
Second action was filed by Peer 
International Corp. and Promotora 
Hispano Americana De Musica, a 
Peer subsidiary, against the Zin- 
dorest Hotel, Monroe, N. Y. De- 
fendant is charged with unlawful- 
ly using six songs last June and 
other occasions. Injunction and 
damages are sought. Among the 
numbers assertedly infringed are 
“Amor” and “Besame Mucho.” 


Col Pacts Arkin 
To Up Juke Sales 


| Columbia Records, in a move to 
| strengthen its jukebox sales, last 
| week signed Robert Arkin to head 
/a new music operators service de- 
| partment. Arkin resigned as head 








|!of Decca’s music operators divi- 


sion the week before. 

Columbia had been _ reported 
making various surveys in the past 
year of its position in the juke 
| market. Results 
showed up diskery badly and 
pointed up the need for at least 
one experienced exec to handle 
the firm’s juke operations. 
| During his Decca stay, Arkin 
_jockeyed the diskery into a top 
position in the jukebox market. He 
is succeeded there by John Sca- 
lini. A member of Decca’s na- 
' tional sales staff for the past year, 
Sealini was with Capitol Records 











.. YAPTET®..10) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


‘ previously. ot 
Week of Aug. 19 





+ 
1. MONA LISA (7) (Paramount) ..... 1 Sicehedeiiash saivvesneteee San ame ee om 
2. GOODNIGHT IRENE (3) (Cromwell) ....cescsereeceeesesss. Jenkins-Weavers ...++++-- Decca 
3. SAM'S SONG (4) (Sam Weiss)........ Shin tbeeabeidesdess Mamas ganar neg 
4. TZENA, TZENA, TZENA (6) (Cromwell)........e0s0e0ee00+4 Mitoh Miller ecco cee Fae rset 
5. I WANNA BE LOVED (13) (Supreme).......sseseseeeeesees | quarems, Sisdemins. «+ eM 
} 6. HOOP-DEE-DOO (14) (Morris)......... Ponty ho aetna peachy 


eee seee es eeteeeeeaes | Kay Starr 


We BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (5) (Acuff-Rose). eeceeeeeeseaeses 
8 SIMPLE MELODY (2) (Berlin)........... eee ereccessseeens 


9. MY FOOLISH HEART (19) (Santly-Joy). 


BEWITCHED (16) (Chappell)..... ores 


Second Group | 


LA VIE EN ROSE (Harms) 
SENTIMENTAL ME (15) (Knickerbocker) .......ssesseseceese: 


COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) 
I DON’T CARE IF THE SUN DON’T SHINE (6) (Famous)........ 


NOLA (Sam Fox) 
CAN ANYONE EXPLAIN (Valando) 
IT ISN’T FAIR (16) (Werds-Music) 
I DIDN’T SLIP, I WASN’T PUSHED, I FELL (Remick).......... 


{ LOVE THE GUY (Shapiro-B) 
THIRD MAN THEME (19) (Chappell) ......scceecseeeseeeeeeess } 


I CROSS MY FINGERS (United) ee eee eee ee eeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeee 
VAGABOND SHOES (Jefferson) seeeeeeeeseeeeeseeeeeeeseeee earner 
ALL MY LOVE (Mills) coer r eer eee seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeeeees 


STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Church) ......+.++: seeeneeed 
ROSES (6) (Hill-Range) 


eeoreeerereoeves eevee ees ees eeeaerseeereese eee ee eeeeeeeee 


ee | eeeeceeese 


sever eovreee eeereereeereeereeeeeeeeeee 





eee eeesees .Capitol 
KGY SOOM. ..-.0000 00 ...-Capitol 
Bing & Gary Crosby......Decca 


§ Gordon Jenkins..........Decca 
eeeeeeeereereeeeendeos ) Billy Eckstine 


{Gordon Jenkins..........Decca 


ere 


*) Bill Snyder ....ccvceee..20wer 
Tony Murtin....ccccsce- Victor 
Ames Bros. ..ceeeveee+--Coral 
Russ Morgan. .....+e.+.-.Decca 


Hugo Winterhalter.......Victor 
Patti Page..... oocceee -Mercury 
Les Paul ...s+eeeee+++-Capitol 
Ames Bros. ...e0ve0e++++»Coral 
Sammy Kaye ..coeees--.- Victor 
Doris Day......++....Columbia 
Fran Warren ..eseeeess+- Victor 


Anton Karas ....+...-.London 


Guy Lombardo...........Decca 
Perry Come 


évSeobeécese ur 
Vie Damone ...+e.0+--Mercury 


Patti Page .....eeeee..Mercury 
Frankie Laine. .......Mercury 
Ralph Flanagan .........Victor 
Sammy Kaye ...........Victor 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10) 


hi 
poeeeereewrrere. —— 28. saan nee eeeeennnseeeeeeeea Dae eDeDesDDeDeDDDaaeDiia while east. 


2 Catskill Resort Spots 


N. Y. federal court last week by al 
trio of publishers. First action was | weekly newsletter, was made by 


profit without consent on July 3/| 


apparently 


+ A call for jukebox operators to 


“accelerate thei: thinking” to come 
to a decision on conversion of juke- 
| boxes to seven-inch, slower-speed 
records, was made last week by 
|the head of the Music Guild of 
:America, New Jersey operators as- 
sociation. 

Statement appearing in the Mu- 
sic Guild Bulletin, Guild’s official 





D. M. Steinberg, head of the Guild, 
|and secretarv of the Music Oper- 


jators of America, national oper- 
jators association. 

| While Steirberg said operators 
should wait until “it is established 
i'which rpm wil) be the universal 
|record speed’ general context of 
this article ind:cated he favored 
iconversion to 45 rpm. 

His article reported the results 
of a survey on the sveed situation 
made by the Guild. Survey investi- 
gated reasons for and against con- 
version, market conditions on 33 
and 45 rpm records. end costs and 
progress in ecnversion. 

Among the conclusions of the 
survey are thesc: (1) “There can 
;be only one winner” in the battle 
| of speeits. It would be too com- 
| plicated to operate routes with 
| both speeds: (2) cost of conver- 
ision “would not be prohibitive;” 
| (3) 33 rom seven-inch disks, made 
only by Columbia, “are not selling 
well,” while 45s, made by all major 
manufacturers, “are doing all 
right;” and (4) pre-war jukebox 
equipment is too costly to convert, 
while all post-war eauinment, in 
general, can be converted. 

Survey cites “a very definite 
|trend that the popular single tune 
|op 45 rpm seven-inch will be the 
| type of record for juke use. Cur- 
‘rent sales,” survey declares, “indi- 
icate it—due to availability of this 
| type from all major recording com- 
| panies.” 

Wartime Economy Trend 

| Discussing reasons for conver- 
|sion, article cites better fidelity, 
,easier handling and longer wear 
of the seve--inchers. Operators 
would also have to follow the 
\“line” of the majors, since disk- 
‘eries control top talent. Finally, 
|trend toward a wartime economy 
\will cause a paucity of 10-inch disks 
'due to restrictions on vinylite and 
shellac. This would force operators 
its convert at a time when costs 
, would be at the highest. 

Reasons against conversions are: 
vibration-proof equipment. would 
be needed because of light pickup 
on the microgroove; changeover on 
just a few boxes would complicate 
servicing; small reeord manufac. 
‘turers, particularly rhythm and 
blues and western companies, 
_would be frozen out of the market; 
‘and most operators are unable to 
, determine which speed to choose. 
| Survey reports that four of the 
five major jukebox manufacturers 
‘have develored converters for 
‘either speed. Only one, Seeburg, 
|has developed a converter for 45 
,only. “It appears,” the report says, 
\“that Seeburg is excluding the 33 
'rpm for use on equipment manu- 
|factured by them.” 
| General conclusion is that oper- 
|ators are awaiting developments 
iwith the feeling that there is no 
hurry on making a decision, but 
‘article warns that “we must seri- 
,ously consider making the change- 
| over.” 
| Article emphasizes that it will 
ibe years before the 78 rpm record 
lis obsolete. But, it points out, ad- 
vantages of the seven-inchers, plus 
| possible wartime curbs on mate- 
rial, necessitate a decision soon by 
ithe jukebox industry. 


AM-TV Warbler Farrell 
Joins Chi’s Jock Ranks 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Latest to join Chi platter spin- 
ner ranks is radio-tele warbler Skip 
Farrell. Singer’s d.j. show debuted 
_Monday (21) over WMAQ. Show’s 
\format consists of Farrell singing 
\along with platters and providing 
‘background on rare laquerings and 
‘collector’s items. Guest shots will 
‘also be featured, first of which 
'went to NBC’s Fran Allison. 

Show, which will be heard on 
‘Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, is 
aired from 10:3C€ to 11 p.m. (CT). 


Sonny Burke, Decca musical di- 
; rector on the Coast, has arrived in 
|New York for several weeks. He'll 
conduct several waxing sessions 
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Rush On for Writers to Joi me | 
* 
embership; ubs Too | | 

Songwriters Protective Assn. is+ VARIETY 
experiencing a sudden rush among ‘ ES 
established writers for member- Tops of the Tops | Survey of retail sheet music a 3 Bl | 
ship. SPA, at its last council meet- Retail Disk Best Seller | sales, based on reports obtained ¢ O E 3s) ( 
ing 10 days ago, admitted over 50 “Goodnight Irene” from leading stores in 12 cities E “|g mc 
=. aay Te gaiod, Retail Sheet Best Seller | and showing comparative sales J wl 5 Z dj & 3 
Applications for membership have) * ay). — wrod Dick rating for this and last week. 8s vw itif&lsisSlelsl/al=izs : 
been flowing in at a rate of 10 os Mowe Tis ton s|/eZ/6& ma/10 s SlSivilalsli¢ 
per week since last spring. one 1a alelsSizle{sz!ls& “|= | 3 E A 

With the addition of more than Seller on Coin Machines ™ OMS ele isl eis SislL 
300 members during the past year, Mona Lisa semad Week Ending Si kla|@ = | ~1s > 3 ne 
total membership has jumped to| Best British Seller |] Nationa > 10 = clolala 21 s/"|2)/ 8] p 
1,800. Publishers entering into| Bewitched Rating A 19 t etic lt. < ~ | O}O § «| Z| o 
SPA contracts now number 2839, | ug. >» | ee b| § + s 3 “ie % 3 s i 
compared to 239 a year ago. Nine This Last s © sis a | @ “®isiga!is < N 

3 _ ° .: e ont ; < ~— 

puptisners signed witn the orzant-| COMPOSER WAN ALSTYNE | wi." wie titteand pubiisher Pleleislalsielelgleiz|a/7 
a . - 

SPA officials are at a loss to ex- - “4 
plain the rush for membership, SALUTED AT CHI FEST i 1 ee Sa eee? vs tttees a . a Se oe a oe a ae 
especially during the summer | Chicago, Aug. 22. 2 3 Goodnight Irene” (Spencer)..... TEE TE UE TE i Be Be eer wa 
months. They are inclined to feel} Composer Egbert Van Alstyne 3. 2  “Sam’s Song” (Sam Weiss)....... 7s... wo ¢y S eS YT OT Ce 
that the success of the 1947 con-| was guest of honor at the Chi | “43” “Simple Melody” (Berlin)....... .. SS 
tract, which went into effect in| Tribune’s 21st annual Chicagoland > 2 “Bewitched” (Chappell) a 2 a es ee  *.** 64 
midsummer of 1948 with a retroac-| Music Festival last Saturday (19). a rend set — = — : 2 6 4 7 59 
tivity clause, is responsible. But; Before a crowd of $75,000 as- 6 6 I Wanna Be Loved” (Supreme). we. _ a. a: ss oe 
that still doesn’t explain why | sembled at Soldiers Field, Van Al- 7 4. “Count Every Star” (Paxton)... 7 9 7 9 3 4 eee 1 Spee 
writers waited two years to join. | styne was introduced, then four of 8 13 “Bonaparte’s Retereat” (Acuff-R). 9 7 . 6 5 1 — 

As for increase in publishers /his some 600 tunes were played 9 7 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena” (Cromwell) 5 7 . = ae 
agreeing to enter into SPA con-| and sung. 5 5 —Sraiva 7 fos — a S872 ss 8 9 = 2 3 
tracts, they say that publishers! pay preceding, 1,600 people at- aa ee mae — —~ = TE Se Set 27 
who waited to see just how the/ ended a testimonial luncheon at 11 9 “Piano Roll Blues” (Leeds)... ... 4 8 8 7 7 21 
contract would work out have the palmer House, at which time 12 8 “Hoop-Dee-Doo” (Morris)........ 5 i.  § iY 12 
a a rnin director of the Fes- | 13 10_“La Vie En Rose” (Harms)... 8 ee ~. 10 il 

4 a _, | tival, presented Van Alstyne with 14: “Didn't Slip, Pushed” (Remick)... 9 

New members are in . eiale a golden apple to commemorate his oa i a he Fa ee oe =, atic] — 5 -- 9 i 10 
established writers, SPA o ficials 1905 hit, “In the Shade of the Old My Foolis ear Santly-Joy).. 8 10 5 10 
say. Associate, or amateur mem- Apple Tree.” Other speakers ‘at 


bers, total about 800, as compared 
to 1,000 established writers. 


Kaye’s $5,500 Take 


Playing a one-niter for the 


the luncheon were Col. Robert R. 
|McCormick, Tribune publisher; 
Mrs. Royden J. Keith, president of 
'the National Federation of Music | 
|Clubs; Dr. Russell D. Cole, presi- 
dent of Cornell College, Mt. Ver- 


ways by Victor, two pops and one 
country, with the Ralph Flanagan 
version already on the market. 
Capitol has already released one 
cut -with Joe “Fingers” Carr and 





Grobart to Head Decea’s 
New Longhair Sales Dept. 


Arthur Grobart, Decca’'s sales 


‘Red We Want’ in Hypo 
Due to Korean Crisis 


Korean crisis and consequent 
anti-Communist feeling has cued 


American Legion, Sammy Kaye’s 
orch took in a Jittle over $5,500, 
including tax, in Ephrata, Pa., Sun- 
day (20). About 4,900 people were 
in attendance. Band played the 
Sunset ballroom, Carrolltown, Pa., | 
the previous night, drawing ap- 
proximately 2,350 payees. 


An engagement Friday at 


at- | 


(18) 
O., 


non, Ia., where Van Alstyne attend- 


'ed school, and Paul Cunningham, 
,of ASCAP. Composer’s tunes were 
' played by 
sung by Evelyn Knight. 


Alec Templeton and 


Cornell College spent the past 
two weeks lining up Iowa radio 
stations to devote quarter-hours 
during the week to playing of Van 


recording activity on a new song 
called.“The Red We Want Is the 
Red We've Got in the Old Red, 
White and Blue.” Song, which is 
in the 1917 patriotic style, was 
written by Bix Reichner and 
Jimmy Kennedy, and is published 
by Odette Music. 

Number is being recorded three 


the Starlighters, and is prepping 
a country version. M-G-M is re- 
ported cutting it two ways and 
other majors are ready to record. 
Song is Odette’s first. Company 
was formed recently by Dave Blum, 
an ex-songplugger. Tune was first 
recorded by Elliot Lawrence on 
Reel, new Philadelphia label. 





charge of sales, 


promotion director, will head the 
diskery’s new longhair department, 
the Gold Label Series, in the na- 


tional sales office. Appointment 
was announced last week by Syd- 
ney N. Goldberg, Decca’s veepee in 


Appointment completes the top 


Idora Park. Youngstown, 


, Alstyne’s songs, pointing out the | _ 
tracted around 2,390 paying terp- 


=rs 
home-state-boy angle, and plugging personnel of the department. 


Simon Rady, children’s records art- 











sters. | mr , ~ e \ 
the Tribune’s Music Festival. ‘RH’ L, q n Sy of el nN edie f poe ee ie 
as ich | es S = € of recording. Rady reports 
Galveston, Tex.—Joe Reichman x | to veepee Dave Kapp, oe 


and his orch are being held over 


in the Balinese Room here until | Grobart is responsible to Goldberg. 


Week of Aug. 11-17 |Grobart will continue in his rine 


Bill Coty Winner in 16th | 














































































































Labor Dav. ° | Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform. | : : 
Anni MPCE Golf Tourney ances lists tunes in the survey based on four inajor network schedules. | fleune le bee while Rady con- 
Tin Pan Alley took an unofficial They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, | ask Spot. 
Just Concluded FOUR WEEKS ] holiday last Wednesday (16), with 2 Points for sustaining vocals, 3 for commercial instrumental, 4 for 
most of the publishing business Commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the ? major territories, New For Christ 
Starli ht Roof spending the day at River Vale, York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a commercial vocal in all three regs 
g ‘ N. J., attending the 16th annual territories counts 12. Addded to these totals ts the listener ratings of C-H-R-I-S-T-M A-S 
Waldorf-Astoria golf tourney of the Professional commercial shows. The two groups of songs are alphabetically listed. “ae 
N York Music Men, relief arm of the Music First Group and 
ew Tor Publishers Contact Employees. | Songs wuneumere THE MERRY 
“ Winner of the tourney was Bill ova care Cr eee eee eee ree ee eee rae ee BVC 
Coty, with Joe Gold in second : y we st vows eeeneeeootseeeees eeceveveece SER CERRO TE eee Mills 
place. George Paxton won the Bewitched - +e eee eee ete eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeraersoeseeeeeeeeess Chappell CHRISTMAS POLKA 
driving contest, while winner of Count Every Star eeeesereeeeeeeeresseeee ee eeeee eeeeovnes Paxton For the Wi + 
the nearest-to-pin contest was Golden Sails eee ee ee ee ee ee er ey eeeevees Goday hc er Season 
Larry Taylor. Booby prize was Gone Fishin’ ..........s.cseeseeeeeenee inahaees invsacapeba, Feist FROSTY 
taken by Bob Sadoff. Beer a, y 5 fen . eo LeeLee TT eT eee neem s Spencer 
Other winners were Don Cherry, n't Know at Time BB .. wcccccccece eeeeeeeeeees- Chappell 
Ole Dee, Cork O'Keefe, Harry : =, nae fr ants Pushed, ] Fell +3o8e #0 0% Ceoeerevreeeeecene: Remick THE SNOWMAN 
Link, Duke Niles, Gene Schwartz, on’t Care If the Sun Don’t Shine .......... cecccces esses. Famous 
= me. “Bee” Wieeein Teme! BE Wee Wet Be, GI oii seins Cerda ccc ccccsvcevceceees ... Duchess MILL & RANGE Songs, Inc., N.Y. 
Vocco, Mac Goldman, Eddie Wol- I Hadn’t Anyone Till You. ..)0 0. cece cece wees. ABC 
-pin, Norm Foley, Jack Johnstone, I'll Always Love You—i“My Friend Irma Goes West” ........ Famous 
Sammy Rule, Jack Lee, Solly : a the Guy "Liha al cnaeinlleiia maaan Shapiro NEW 
> Cohen, Bert Haber, George Furness Se GOED B BOO vs cvccrovsetorsevesssescesecseceess Words-Music 
and Joe Linhart. © OP OE MM icc e cee e sees ests esceeeveeetaseueeenn Supreme REVIVALS 
The Sammy Kaye trophy was La Vie En Rose os pe 6-eawes hie eeed sek igen .. Harms 6 : 
taken by Murray Luth and Mickey Let’s Choo Choo to Idaho—?‘‘Duchess of Idaho”..... ° Robbins Exactly Like You’ 
Garlock. Event was arranged by Mona Lisa—7“Capt. Carey, USA” .............. seeeeees+. Paramount 
MPCE prexy Bob Miller and Old Piano Roll Blues... oo... .eeeeeeee oes ‘ebeewes Leeds ‘y 5 5 
All Girl Orchestra and Choir Mickey Addy. Our Very Own—7“Our Very Own” ...... ° Pedr eoccresesees Spitzer ou re a Sweetheart 
| | Play a Simple Melody ............. be Oatec bares baehe is ss Berlin 
EE ogo tate sha sos 54's cocccccccccocscoccecces -Hill & R 
Under the Direction of Beneke Trumpeter Hurt = Sam's Song ......... cudewaehbidsnccs anaes eer ry err Weiss — 
= . Sentimental. Me ...cccccccsccccsecs cocccecoce eccecee ick 
Phil Spitalny In Pa. Auto Accident EE Tr rere eer ee ‘ peteekess ee ee Standards by 
‘ ty ed gna Rage ay eet with Third Man Theme—t“Third Man” ........ Tee. TTT Te eee Chappell Di 
ex Benecke’s orch, is temporarily Tzena Tzena Tzena ee ee (ob 4b5 006. E000 ] M 
RIVERSIDE CASINO, red — as a result of an auto Why Fight the Feeling—j“Let’s Dance” ..... Ssanead week ‘eee ny ceHugh 
, accident last week. Nichols You Wonderful You—t“Summer Stock” a 
RENO, NEV. crashed his car into a roadbank Aung i bale Wp 7 : 
> near St. Mary’s, Pa., to avoid col- Second Grou 
Starting Aug. 24 liding with a truck. Trumpeter was Are You Lonesome Tonight .......... A rere Bour H 
enroute from a one-niter in Ham- Can Anyone Explain. .........cceceeues es ektieen al al do ushkin 
Booked by ilton, Ont., to another in Ocean’ Can't We Talk It Over ..... TTT TTT POE SORE RE I RS - ami k 
ASSOCIATE Mills, Pa. He lost one tooth and CHOITY BiOHGS «cs siicces savers Pea tae Re bbir 
D suffered cuts on the lower lip. | Daddy’s Little Boy ............ ; PRR al Me seca Bi oe and tuo 
BOOKING Mel Lewis and Dick Nash, Down the Lane Ae ere fi nee . ‘bien tiene te. “BMI 
trombonist and drummer with the Dream a Little Dream of Me .. lente east t ian FF ‘Musi 
CORP. Benecke orch, respectively, were Home Cookin’—7“Fancy Pants” diaeeetivudea testa 
4 ; . . eeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees eeneeee Famous 
riding with Nichols, but both es- Hoop Dee Doo .............. veseas Morri 
JOE GLASER, Pres. caped uninjured. ji Gite My Phges |. ....s:cssccccccctecccsscsteccece,,, eee 
i Bena a Magic Carpet ef *eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeee eeeeeee Shapiro 
A : : Dt Mi ME o004 o60dh666 0600 bbs 66a 00 Cc 
| Architect. Sues. Astaire | Let's. Do It. Again..........-.--- 000 eee eoe coo ampell 
| Los Angeles, Aug. 22. Mambo Jambo ...... ap MIE GEN DIOR ht hh TA Bist a beat Pear 
CHESS INSTRUCTION George A. Heap, architect, filed No Other Love ................ eAnnb$os haben eeeeETe Rae: "Diana NBC & MBS 
CLASS LESSONS suit for $7,960 against “Fred Of All ‘Things—t“Duchess of Idaho” ....................., Robbins | WIRES } 
Astaire, claiming: he was not fully | Picnic SAA Sec eee Cbodeve ciianaint Cha all 4 
50c AN HOUR paid for drawing I A og ek cco nek c-obbesonececca 00600 ben bbiioats $date Miller Parx 
smorave pews Some remy ene ot vag 07 studio. ' Say When COSC SP OPO APE DOPE ED REDE LO eee eee wmeeeeeeese eeeeerene rar woe 
a : : « . ‘ eeeeeeeens 
New ‘Yorks Longacre’ S9721 or circle [on = says Astaire paid him Stars Are the Windows of Heaven .....cccccecccccecuccce . Pickwick Gurearon HOTEL i 
5-4114. Personal instruction, $2 hr. only $500 when the agreement /——— 
called for $8,460. t Filmusical. * Legit Musical. m | 
st.: ERNEST ANDERSON, 340 &. 52 &t., W. ¥- § 
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HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


HUGO WINTERHALTER’S ORCHESTRA 
and CHORUS 
It Had To Be You 
You've Got Me Crying Again 
20-3858—(47-3858) * 








= 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


FRANKIE CARLE 
Let’s Do It Again 
Don't Make Me Sorry. .20-3899—(47-3899) * 
DENNIS DAY 
There Will Never Be Another You 
Beautiful Land Of My Dreams 
20-3900—(47-3900) * 
EDDIE FISHER with HUGO WINTER- 
HALTER’S ORCHESTRA and CHORUS 
Thinking Of You 
If You Should Leave Me 
20-3601—(47-3901)* 





HERE COME. THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


LARRY GREEN with THE HONEY- 
DREAMERS 
Can Anyone Explain? 
All Dressed Up To Smile 
20-3902—(47-3902)* 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


RALPH FLANAGAN 
The Red We Want Is The Red We've Got 
Nevertheless .........- 20-3904—(47-3904) * 





POP SPECIALTY 


ERNIE BENEDICT 
Jolly Time Polka 
Walking Hand In Hand 
25-1171—(51-1171)* 














WESTERN 


BILL BOYD 
Bill Boyd Rag 
Yes I Do, Yes I Do, Yes I Do 
21-0375—(48-0375)* 























COUNTRY 
CECIL CAMPBELL’S TENNESSEE 
RAMBLERS 


Proud Papa Polka 
Serenade Of The Winds 
21-0376—(48-0376)* 
JOHNNIE and JACK 


Lonesome 
Poison Love ......... 21-0377—(48-0377)* 








NEW ALBUMS 


“MUSICAL SMART SETS” 


HANK SNOW 
Hank Snow Favorites... P-295—(WP-295)* 


THE THREE SUNS ; 
The Three Suns Present Your Favorite 








HYMMS ...ccccccccees P-285—( W P-285)* 
ROY ROGERS and DALE EVANS . 
Hymns Of Faith........ P-286—( WP-286) * 


PERRY COMO 
Perry Como Sings His Favorite Songs of 
Worship .......0++0++-P-293—(WP-293)* 


*45 r.p.m.. numbers. 


~ 


The stars who make ihe hils 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION 


: ss Sucuga et Ok 





UA Victor 








NOTE: All records in this panel are listed alphabetically by song title. 


©} @. .. indicates records which, 
according to actual sales, are 
recognized hits. The trade is urged 
to keep ample stocks of these records 
on hand, or to reorder promptly when 


current stocks begin to approach the 
“sold-out” stage. 


. . designates that record ts 
one of RCA Victor’s “Certain 
Seven” — among the leading 


numbers on the trade paper best sell- 
ing retail sales charts. Obviously. sure 
things! 


$) Bewitched 


€> Bonaparte’s Retreat 
© Count Every Star 


Larry Green and the Honeydreamers 20-3726—(47-3726)* 


20-3766—(47-3766)* 7) 
20-3697—(47-3697)* *2 


Gene Krupa 


Kugo Winterhalter 





© Cuddle Buggin’ Baby 


Enclosed One Broken Heart 


21-0342—(48-0342)* w 


Eddy Arnold 


3) Good Night Irene 


Dennis Day 20-3870—(47-3870)* 


© Hoop Dee Doo 


€} | Cross My Fingers 


i i ee es a eee ea da du eb ase ialak we 20-3747—(47-3747)* rg 


20-3846—(47-3846)* a 


Perry Como 


€} I'm Movin’ On 


Hank Snow ........... Ceoveecceces aonceerdenedeces 21-0328—(48-0328)* 

















© La Vie En Rose 


© Mon 
$ Tzen 


YY 


Why Fight the Feeling 


Oo The Beer That I Left On the Bar 
Vaughn Monroe. .20-3880—(47-3880) 


Tony Martin 20-3819—(47-3819)* 
Ralph Flanagan 20-3889—(47-3889)" © 
Melachrino Strings 20-3739—(47-3739)* 


a Lisa 7 
Dennis Day 20-3753—47-3753)* 


a, Tzena, Tzena 
Ralph Flanagan eer eee eee eee eaesreeeeeeerese cccccc cess 20°08 4I1——(47-3847)* 


... indicates records which 
have enjoyed better than 


average initial consumer acceptance 

Y/ ~ and stand an excellent chance of enter- 
ing the top-selling hit category. The 
trade is advised to watch these records 
carefully in order to maintain stocks 
consistent with demand. 


Bless This House 
@ Perry Como 20-3850—(47-3850) 


(Billboard Picks, August 19th.) 





(Billboard Possibilities, August 12th.) 


I Love the Guy 
Fran Warren 


(Disk Jockey Pick, Retailers Pick, Oper- 
ators Pick, Billboard, August 19th.) 


Take a Letter, Miss Smith . 
Tony Martin-Fran Warren, 


Wisk Jockey Pick, Billboard, August 19th.) 


TIPS: Polly Bergen’s “Oh, Them 
Dudes,” “I Got Tookin’.” 

20-3886—(47-3886)* 

(This Record Now Shipping Coast to Coast.) 


20-3848—(47-3848) 


TIPS: Ralph Flanagan’s “The Red We 
Want Is the Red We’ve Got (In 
the Old Red, White and Blue),” 


“Nevertheless.” 
20-3904—( 47-3904) 


20-3874—( 47-3874) 





“" RCA VICTOR Records « - 


RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 
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DECCA 


eee atta cationall 


presenting 





THE 


TOPS in POPS 


sung by, the 


MI 
wh 


Current Favorites! 
Now Available 
in 45 RPM and 78 RPM 








e 
WHY FIGHT 
THE FEELING 


coupled with 


THE TUNNEL 
OF LOVE 


Decca 27104 (78 RPM) 
and Decca 9-27104 
(45 RPM) 


DADDY’S 
LITTLE GIRL 


coupled with 


IF | LIVE TO 
BE A HUNDRED 


Decea 24872 (78 RPM) 
and Decca 9-24872 
(45 RPM) 


2 GREAT ALBUMS 
NOW AVAILABLE 
IN 3 SPEEDS! 


Famous Barber 
Shop Ballads 


Mills Bros. 
Volume 1 


In Long Play—DL 50506 
In 45 RPM—Album 9-33 
In 78 RPM—Album A-741 


Volume 2 
In Long Play—DL 5051 
In 45 RPM—Album 9-49 
In 78 RPM—Aibum A-742 








DECCA 


RECOROS 
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VARIETY 5s z 4 Z C 
Survey of retail disk best “ alc P @ _ | % 3 
ellers, based on reports ob. ae] é Olg] |21/S/5 P| 2) 
‘tained from leading stores in Hi2iSi 2/813 g a@leisisi-a T 
12 cities and showing com- ale ~|¢@|/al/Olal/el/oly/a] § Oo 
parative sales rating for this Si .lelisi= ¥ = # | ¢ g w |e T 
and last week. > 15 3 . z 2 > & : 3 E . A 
Q\|z ~ S elm | ae. 7 5 
: Tlelclsle ij/si1|3 
= S . & a) fe 2 ej = 
Nationa) Week Ending s | = ] i 7 = = 7 3 | E z 
Rating < be | = = 5} sisi I 
Aug. 19 elelgisiglalgieis|iigi<|s 
3 = a\w@ a om fa a §& S c T 
This Last ; 5 is 4 2 . 6/5 E ® | 318 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title zZziDigialialdOianivini=zliaiani § 
G. JENKINS-WEAVERS (Decca) 
1 3 “Goodnight Irene” 27077. . 4 1 1 3 1 1 4 3 1 2 2 98 
NAT “KING” COLE (Capitol) 
2 1 “Mona Lisa”—1010 Sot ea ee ee oe ee oe ee 
GARY-BING CROSBY (Decca) 
3 4 “Play a Simple Melody” —271 > ae Bos oul 3 2 3 4 5 1 3 3 4 8! 
GARY-BING CROSBY (Decca) 
4 i ge! ge re 10 663hCUS 4 6 ¢ 2 3. O51 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M)..... 
5 6 “I Wanna Be Loved”—10716..... 9 6 .. .. 6 5 7 5 7 33 
G. JENKINS-WEAVERS (Decca) 
6 8 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—27077 5 7 ? 8 1 5 29 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) | 
7 5 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—38885 Ye a ce ee E: s § 2 9 23 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
8A 7 “La Vie En Rose’—20-3819...... 2 8 4 10 9 22 
bee, JO STAFFORD (Capitol) . 
8B 10 “No Other Love” —1053 ee yf 4 8 6 8 99 
a. KAY STARR (Capitol) 
9 9 “Bonaparte’s Retreat”—936...... | reer 7 Y ere 7 10 19 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
10 “I Cross My Fingers’—27111.... 3 6 13 
AMES BROS. (Coral) 
11 12 “Can Anyone Explain”—60253... 3... .. 7 12 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) 
12A 15 “Count Every Star’—20-3697B... .. 5 "eT | 
D. HAYMES-A. SHAW (Decca) 
12B 16 “Count Every Star”’—27042...... 7 4 11 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
13A 11 “I Cross My Fingers”—20-3486... 6 9 8° 10 
DENNIS DAY (Victor) 
13B “Goodnight Irene’’—20-3870..... nae, 0k 1 10 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
14A 13 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—5454. oa 2 9 
GENE KRUPA (Victor) 
14B “Bonaparte’s Retreat” —20-3766 ; 2 9 
A DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
15A “I'll Always Love You”—38848. se 3 8 
: AMES BROS. (Coral) 
15B “Stars Are .Windows”—60209..... 9 5 8 
MARINERS (Columbia) 
16 .. “Sometime”—38781_ .........--- 4 7 
DANNY. KAYE (Decca) 
17A “Pigalle”’—27116 .........eeeees 5 6 
LES PAUL (Capitol) 
17B oe eee Or ON ee we Sraeeee ae 
1 2 3 4 3 
SOUTH PACIFIC | ANNIE GET YOUR | YOUNG MAN WITH) HARMONY TIME | DIXIE BY DORSEY 
F I V E T O P Broadway Cast GUN ae The Chordettes Jimmy Dorsey 
< H. James-D. Day Col bi Columbi 
A . B U M S Columbia Hollywood Cast Columbia ‘Olumbia tt) a 
MM850 M-G-M C198 CL6111 C196 
«ML4180 E-509 CL6106 C201 CL6095 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points | Label Records Points 
ee eee Tree eee ee ee see ONE Ea eee eee ee | 33 
ee OTe ee ee eee ey 4 Sy Ae eee corr 2 20 
a I oe ae ee eee ee 5 ee a ee er ae 9 
COR. os Fy obs hs ok Be OO 8 os 3 38 | 














Fifth annual get-together of old- 


| time recording artists and record- 


collectors is set for Saturday, Sept. | 





nies tl Together Robbins Stressing ‘Lady’ | Snader in Mills Deal 


For Religioso Standard 


Robbins Music is working on a 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
| In a move to secure a wider 
| range of suitable standards from 


9, in the Elks Lodge, Hempstead, campaign to make “Our Lady of | which to draw, Lou Snader closed. 


, ake 
Affair is known as “Johf Bieling 
Day” in memory of pioneer record- 
ing artist John Bieling, who 
started the custom in 1946 of the 
old-timers getting together with 
their admirers. Tenor died in 1948, 
but a group of record collectors 
decided to carry on the yearly 
meeting, with artists as their 
' guests. Sponsoring group has been 


| incorporated as non-profit organi- | 


‘zation, Pioneer Recording Artists 
‘and Admirers, with sole purpose 
_of staging annual party and keep- 
| ing artists and collectors in touch. 





MYRA KAPP IN PROMOTION 


Myra Kapp, daughter of the late 
Jack Kapp, is working in the na- 
‘tional sales promotion depart- 
ment of Decca Records, which her 
father founded. 

Mrs. Jack Kapp is currently on 
the Coast visiting her ailing 
mother, ° 





| Fatima” a standard religioso item 
among churchmen. Publisher is 
‘sending direct mail clippings and 
‘letters to 9,500 priests and nuns 


!all over the country. Enclosed in 
mail are clippings praising the 
‘tune and the recordings made of 
: it. 

| Song, first record of which ap- 
| peared a couple of weeks ago, is 
emerging as a pop hit, despite the 
religious nature of its lyric. Catho- 
‘lic mewspapers and organizations 
| have already begun to plug it on 
their own initiative. 

Mercury Records is aiding in the 
campaign by sending its recording 
of the tune to churches and paro- 
chial schools all over the country. 
No other diskery has up to now 
done so, although most have re- 
corded the song. 


Teddy Phillips band has been 
booked for week of Sept. 8 into 
o Antonio Army and airbase 
clubs, 











_a deal with Mills Music to make | 
the pubberies’ catalogs available | 
to his telescription firms. He had 
| previously inked for the Morris. 
and Leeds catalogs. 
| Smader, who inked a deal with’ 
| American Federation of Musicians 
some time ago, recently pacted | 
June Christy and Jon and Sondra | 


decided he needed a bigger music 
backlog. 

Snader will pay 1% of gross 
on each “standard” tune encased 
|in each three-minute films, and 
42% of gross on each pop tune 
used. Deal with Leeds and May- 
fair-Morris calls for flat sum for 
tunes used. Coin reportedly runs 
up to $50 per song. 





EYDIE GORME TO BENEKE 
Eydie Gorme has exited as song- 
stress with the Tommy Tucker orch 
to join Tex Beneke’s outfit, 
» She replaces Helen Lee, who left 





| 


| Steele to long-term exclusives and | 





Beneke about a week ago. 





Jocks & Jukes 


Continued from page 39 


is melancholy and good . . . Bob 
Bailey’s rhythm cuts of “Because” 
and “Drink to Me Only With 
Thine Eyes” on Mercury are in 
dubious taste for these oldtimers 
, Jerry Murad’s Harmonicats 
have a good blues version of “Wil- 
low Weep For Me” on Londen . 
Machito’s oe version of “At Sun- 
down” on Mercury is interesting, 
if noisy .. . George Cafes and the 
Heartbeats are okay on “Beloved, 
Be Faithful,” on Coral ... The 
Drifters do a good job on “The 
Caring Kind,” on Capitol .. . Owen 
Bradley has a good cutting of “I'll 
Never Be Free” on Coral . . .Bobby 
Sherwood has a fine rhythm side 
in “Cherry Bounce,” ‘on Mercury 
. . . Capitol’s backed-up versions of 
“La Vie En Rose,” one an instru- 
mental by Paul. Weston, the other 
by Jo Stafford, are both good. 


Damita Jo’s Discovery side on 
“Anytime, Anyplace, Anywhere” is 
a polished job... Gene Ammons 
combo is okay on “When You're 
Gone,” on Mercury Skeets 
Herfurt has an okay rhythm side 
in “Saxophobia” on Capitol .. . 
Cliff Steward and the San Fran- 
cisco Boys have a cornball side of 
“Snooky Ookums” on Coral 
Jack Teter Trio’s “Take Your 
Girlie to the Movies” okay on Lon- 
don Perry Botkin displays 
ukelele virtuosity in ‘Lover’ and 
“Ukey-Ukelele,” on Decca. 


Standout blues, rhythm, country 
and western: Dusty Walker, “Sil- 
ver River’ (Columbia) . Ted 
Tyle, “Haystack Polka” (Coral)... 
Riley Shepard, ‘‘Words from Heav- 





*e 


en” (London) . . . Kenny Roberts, 
“IT Finally Got Maggie Alone” 
(Coral) ... Tennessee Ernie, ‘“‘What 


This Country Needs” (Capitol) .. . 
Spirit of Memphis Quartet, “Cal- 
vary” (King) . . . Hank Williams, 
“They'll Never Take Her Love 
from Me” (M-G-M) . . . Charles 
Waterford, “Time to Blow” (King) 
.. . Erline Harris, “Blues at First 
Sight” (De-Luxe) . . . Julia Lee, 
“Pagan Love Song” (Capitol) .. . 
Shannon Grayson; “Let Me Travel 
Alone” (King) . . . Gene O’Quin, 
“Pinball Millionaire” (Capitol) .. . 
Swan’s Silvertone Singers, ‘Long 
Ago” (King) . . . Dottie O’Brien, 
eee Mamma Blues” (Capi- 
ol). 


“I Think I'm Gonna Cry Again,” 
Mervin Shiner, on Decca. ... 
Gene Autry, “Texans Never Cry” 
and “Goodnight Irene” (Columbia). 
“Boogie Man's Boogie,” Chet At- 
kins (Victor). . . . “Walking With 
the Blues,” Al Dexter (King)... , 
‘What Can I Lose” and “Eulalia,” 
“Rusty” Gabbard, on M-G-M. ... 
Frank Gallagher, “Don’t Tread on 
the Tail of Me Coat” (King), 
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America’s Next Big Ballad! 


“ALL 
MY LOVE” 


French Title "Bolero" 


Widely Recorded— 
Program Now! 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 

















PROGRAM THE NEW 
WEDDING STANDARD 
DOROTHY STEWART'S 


GIVE ME 
YOUR HAND 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 
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Phila 


BIAS@@RECORDS 


Few stars in musical enter- 
tainment have ever 
matched the brilliance of 
the Maestro of Swing and 
Sway—as a steady ~ 
favorite, as a constant best 


seller on records. 






















Today his distinctive 
rhythmic style issues from 
The House of Stars, 
accepted source of the 
greatest popular hits! 












His First Great Columbia Release 
Stock Up Today! 


“HARBOR LIGHTS” 


“SUGAR SWEET” 


Vocals by Tony Alamo and the Kaydets 
Columbia 38963 or 7-inch LP 1-784 
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' Night Club Reviews 


Starlight Roof. N. Y. 
(HOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA) 
Fran Warren, Dick Contino, Griff 

Williams Orch ‘14), Mischa Borr 
Orch (7); couvert $1, $2 weekdays; 
$1.50, $2.50 weekends. 

Waldorf-Astoria’s 


The Hotel 


Starlight Roof has taken an un-! 


usual step with this display in spot- 
lighting a pair of performers who 
have never previously appeared in 
Manhattan floorshows. Fran War- 
ren and Dick Contino (latter New 


Acts) are important boxofficewise | 


inasmuch as Miss Warren’s Victor 
liskings and Contino’s unusual 
flood of publicity,. because of a 
string of successes as & Horace 
Heidt auditions winner, have es- 
tablished pre-sold audiences for 
both 

Miss Warren has been onz of the 
more promising singers for the past 
0: uple of years. Her diskings have 

.1de an important indentation on 
th e market. She gives an added 
dimension of charm in her appear- 
ances. Her ballads show a great 
deal of sensitivity and feeling, and 
bring maximum response. 

iiss Warren’s magnum opus is 
stil Yver the Rainbow,” which 
she delivers along classic lines, 
but othtrs, including “‘Take Me in 
Your Arms” and the novelty, “I 
Love the Guy,”: for pace-changers, 
give added variety. Miss Warren 
at her preem session did 
enough for a pair of encores. Her 
performance here indicates some 
earthy qualities to appeal*to mass 
audiences as well as the necessary 
ciass to live up to the Waldort-As- 
toria prestige. 

Griff Williams, 


well 


holding over on 
the podium, has maestroed class 
hotels for more than a decade. His 
instrumentation of fiddles, reeds, 
brass and rhythm provides beat 
and melody which keep the floors 
filled, and he gives excellent and 
full-bodied backing to the perform- 


ers. Williams has a novel opening 
for the show. Maestro stands up 
on the piano and manipulates 


dummies in the likenesses of Paul 
Whiteman, Harry James, Arturo 
Toscanini, Cab Calloway, Ted 
Lewis and finally himself conduct- 
ing his crew. It’s a good sight nov- 
elty that gets over well in this 
room and helps set off his accom- 
plishments to the crowd. 

The Mischa Borr Orch SU 





mw 








VIC HYDE 


Mgt.: HORRABIN, Des Moines 


'ennial relief crew here, is studied 


| beck Orch (12); 











in society mores and _ provides 

probably the most literate Latin 

and nOveny dance music in _— 
ose, 


Riverside. Reno 

Reno, Aug. 16. 

Jimmy Durante, with Eddie 

Jackson, Jack Roth, and Jules Bu- 

fano; Mae Williams, Gil Maison, 

Riverside Starlets (12), Ray Her- 

no cover, no min- 
imum. 


Jimmy Durante climaxes Reno’s 
summer displ-y of talent, and the 
rush has been frantic among the 
clubs for the biggest and the best. 
But Mert Wertheimer’s Riverside 
cops the honcrs with this big show. 

Playing to two full houses night- 
ly, the Schnoz keeps his show rac- | 
ing, and it’s as variable and un-| 
predictable as the weather. Keep- | 
ing a constant music background 
to his patter and song, he’s much 
better doing his stuff “as it comes 
tc him” than when reading a radio 
script. | 

He has recruited the whole or- | 
chestra, the chorus, the maitre’d | 
and the bus boys for his routines. | 
His stanza with the chorus line is 
one of the best, and he is plenty 
generous with the spotlight for in- | 
dividual bits. His takeoffs on his | 
looks, his nose, and his voice are | 
best expressed in “My Girl Friends 
Don’t Want My Money, They Just 
Want Me.” 

“Inka-Dinka-Doo” brings instan- 
taneous response, as does his quick 
reminder of his radio sponsor with 
his short theme song. Props are a 
dozen misshapen hats, a cigar, and 
a telephone, all of which he tosses 
over his shoulder, at one time or 
another, at a bi’ mirror. Drummer 
is partner Jack Roth, who sits in 
front of the mirror and always 
manages to snag the missiles. 

Eddie Jackson, another longtime | 
Durante partner, gets great returns | 
for his ragtime choruses and strut- 
ting, and Durante is again liberal 
with the time he gives to Jackson. 
Best liked by customers are the 
Durante piano “solos,’”’ which he | 
interrupts with little stories and 
general slapstick with the orch. 

Durante’s psychology on no cur- 
tain calls is definitely smart. He 
makes his killing and leaves, and 
it’s never bad leaving them wanting 
more. 

Gil Maison with a monkey, St. 
Bernard and a couple of chihua- 
huas, is great relief from the usual 
animal act. Starring the monk, the 
attack is built on “wrong cues” and 
“mistakes.” 

Nice contrasts to the two come- 
dians is Mae Williams, chanteuse, 
who has a nice, strong, throaty 
voice which she turns loose for! 
fine reception on “I Wanna Be 
Loved” and “Tenement Sym- 
phony.” And does “Old Man River” | 
with surprising success. It wasn’t 
too long ago that she was getting | 
her start in Reno. | 

The Riverside Starlets, under the 
direction of Moro Landis, is still 
the smartest-looking chorus line to | 
hit town in a long time. Their 
production numbers are outstand- | 
ing. Beautiful girls in beautiful cos- | 
tumes are already giving the River- | 





side a unique reputation for Reno. 


Ray Herbeck’s orch appears en-' 


sconced in this nightspot for good. 


Curt. 
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160 West 46th Street, N.Y 
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The Theatres of the Stars 


OEW’S 
MARCUS LOEW 
BOOKING AGENCY “\, 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES : 
BUILDING 


T noone MANO 


Maly ‘ 
ll My 


(lp, ‘ill 


Jerry Brandow, 


|reveals herself a_ boff 


|penned by 


| results. 


| crowded. 











DANNY O’DAY 


“THE MAHOGANY KID” 


Assisted by Jimmy Nelson, 
America’s Newest Ventriloquist 
Sensation, with his new pal, Hum- 
phrey Higsby. Billboard says, | 
“Nelson is perfection.” 

Currently 


Edgewater Beach Hotel Chicago 


Mgt. LOUIS W. COHAN 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 








Ciro’s, Hollywood 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
McCarty, Steve Condos & 
Dick Stabile Orch 
(8), Geri Galian Rhumba Orch 
(5); cover, $1.50 & $2.. 
A double-bill at this Strip spot 
generally means that boniface H.D. 


Mary 








| 


to use the broad mannerisims, but 
innocuous approach negates the 
blue tinge. Result is a howler, 
especially with the predominant 
femme and (tourist trade for sum- 
mer finds them in majority), who 
yock her up all the way. 

Ben Yost Royal Guards, besides 
working effectively in own spot in 
those guardsmen costumes, join 
Miss Raye for that ‘Song of the 
Sword” finale that has become a 
trade-mark closer with her. Frank 
Linale’s small unit continue to 
sound like a full blown orch, with 
the five doubling in brass. Lary. 


Cafe Society D’nt’n, N.Y. 
Gigi Durston, Will Jordan, Stuff 
Smith Orch (4); minimum $3. 50. 


Cafe Society Downtown’s new 
display is somewhat off its regular 
stylings inasmuch as it’s going | 
after an additional type of clien- 
tele generally found in the east- 
sideries. The show comprises Gigi 
Durston and Will Jordan 
New Acts), 


their liking at this Village haven. 

The well-publicized Miss Dur- 
ston, who at one time was a Stork 
Club, N. Y., 
job in this room. She takes no 
chances with her tunes, tataloging 


| being from the standards that au- 
liked. | 


diences everywhere have 
Her ballads are given a wealth 
of feeling and she creates a mood 


| which gives her session a rich at- 


Hover has decided to add an open- | 


ing act as a warmup device. Cur- 
rent layout, however, doesn’t fall 
into this category; it’s a bill with 
two sock acts each of which packs 
a solid entertainment wallop. 
Condos and Brandow open with 


(a fast 15-minute turn that ener 


from some top terping to glib song 
and patter, plus a spot of miming. 


| Takeoff is by Jerry Brandow and | 


the subject is 
Close your 
smoke-filled 
Satch, 
and inflection down perfectly. Boys 
fool around with some okay trum- 
petooting and some special mate- 
rial stuff at the piano, drifting back 
and forth to kick loose with ’way- 
above-average tap stuff that earns 
continuous applause. Only one 
thing needs to be fixed, their de- 
parture. Opening-night bowoff was 
rather on the abrupt side. 
in her first nitery date 
earning a solid click in such leg- 
iters as “Small Wonder” and ‘Miss 
Liberty,” Mary McCarty promptly 
bistro bet. 
Singing comedienne has an easy 
manner and a smash delivery that 
she parlays into riotous returns in 
an all-too-fast 30-minute _ stint. 
Bulwarked by excellent material 
Herbie Baker (Belle 
Baker’s boy), she thunders along 
without a letdown. Highlights are 
her love lament to Peter Lorre and 
a side-splitting takeoff on the old 


Louis Armstrong. 
eyes and you're in a 
saloon listening to 


since 


diggers,” etc.) that serves as a beg- 
off number. In between, purveyed 
| with a breathtaking change of pace, 
are such things as ““‘Tenement 
phony” and a sockeroo selling job 
on “Love for Sale.” She also re- 
peees her “Flaming Youth” num- 

er from “Small Wonder,” for good 


Backing the show 
| Stabile crew, which also vies with 
| Geri Galian to keep the a gd 

ap 


5 O°Clock. Miami Beach 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Miami Beach, Aug. 20. 
Probably the only consistently 
profitable: cafe operation in the 
greater Miami area this summer 
has been the Five O’Clock Club, 
thanks to draw power of Martha 
Raye, with fairly good comics in 
support. For final weeks’ run (Ned 


Beach spot after Labor Day for a 
month), he’s brought in Lenny 
Kent, who on his own has a 
considerable following, thanks to 


fall and winter. 
Kent returns with basically the 
same idea displayed before in his 


tinuity via musical accomp that 
makes for tighter effect to build 
his laughs more solidly. He’s also 


gags and twists on the familiars 
he uses to keep the yocks coming 
steadily. Tops with his now- 
standard “Texan” bit, the “Buddy, 
Buddy” number that originally was 
a bit on the blue but now is potent 
with laughs without the inuendoes 
being played up too strongly. Has 
to beg off. 

Martho Raye keeps the basic 
components of ner standard act 
in, and adds enough changes via 
ad libs to keep the returnees 





happy. There’s still the tendency 


for Brandow has the voice | 


' the Montreal scene, Wallace shows | 
best in this room and performer | 


| Warner musicals (‘42d St.,” “Gold- | 


ym- | 


mosphere. 

Stuff Smith’s quartet, paced by 
the maestro’s fiddle, gets an amaz- 
ing amount of music out of a small 
combo. Negro bowman has a good 
sense of humor on the catgut and 
a fine appraisal of audience values. 

Cliff Jackson capably handles 
the lulls at the piano. Jose. 


Folies Bergeres, Mont’] 


Montreal, 

Jack Wallace, Larry Weeks, 
Bauer Twins, Bob Dixon, Don Ar- 
den line (7), Tommy Day orch, 
| Frank Ravenda Trio; admission $1. 


Aug. 19. 


Holding over for a second stan- 
za, platter-impressionist Jack Wal- 
lace is still a big draw with his 


broad comedy and flashy presenta- | 


tions. Although no newcomer to 


garners plaudits for his Betty 
Hutton, Beatrice Kay and Carmen 
Miranda satires together with a 


couple of specials built around an 
aging opera songstress and a Span- 
ish chirper. The latter numbers 
rely chiefly on the rowdy costumes 
with the gimmicked fronts. 
Backing the Wallace effort is the 
juggling of Larry Weeks, who teoss- 
es the usual Indian Clubs, bounces 
the inevitable rubber balls and 
builds to a fair reception with his 
clincher when he tosses a lemon, 
orange and apple around, eating 
the apple as he goes. The Bauer 
Twins are a couple of lookers with 
trim figures but routines for the 
most part are monotonous and un- 
inspired. Gals open with the mir- 
ror setup, which is okay, but hoof- 
ing needs routining and pacing. 
The Arden line does three new 
numbers that lift show but drive 
and spark usually associated with 
this combination is missing, and 
girls go through 
hardly a smile for the patrons. 


| Singer Bob Dixon does production 


is the Dick | 


Schuyler plans closing the mid-| 


click appearance in this spot last 


routinings, but has added a con-| 


added a goodly measure of new. 


vecal chores and handles his single | 


slot with plenty of savvy. 

Tommy Day’s combo backs the 
show and shares dansapation sets 
with the Frank Ravenda trio. 

Newt. 


(latter | 
with Stuff Smith’s com- | 
| bo to take care of the swingsters | 
who generally find something to | 


calist, does a neat | 


routines with | 


Chez Paree, Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 18. 

Jackie Miles, Alice Tyrrell & 
Dick Winslow, Chandra Kaly Dan. 
cers (4), Doran & France, Stan 
Gower, Dorothy Dorben Dancers 
(12), Cee Davidson Orch (10), 
Chico Band (5); Minimum, $3. 50; 
cover $1. 





Return to this nitery of Jackie 
Miles sets well with perennial Ppa- 
trons here, among whom comic has 


a large following. Since his last 
appearance here Miles’ style, ai. 
though always offhand and casual, 
| has become even more effortless, 
certainly more polished. 


Approach is on the tragic-comie 
| side, and he delivers some humor- 
|ous impressions of dialect types— 
at the racetrack, at films, and 
| prompts continuous snickers with 
|an account of the effects of video 
on the average clan. 

Miles has a knack for getting 
across an at-home feeling with 
patrons by simply talking to them 
in smooth, unruffled manner, 
which pays off to tremenduous 
returns at close. Comic begs off 
after chorus of “Shine,” inter- 
spersed with stories, to drawn-out 
applause that wouldn’t relent. 
| Headliners in their own right 
| are comedy singers Alice Tyrrell 
and Dick Winslow. Miss Tyrrell, a 
lush blond who makes appearance 
in striking blue gown, and partner, 
Winslow, accompanying on piano, 
deliver parodies of pop numbers 
to ripe returns. Pair do hilarious 
takeoff on “Baby, It’s Cold Out- 
side.” Warbling straight on first 
chorus, pair simulate drunk act, 
with each succeeding chorus find- 
ing team seemingly more inebriat- 
ed. Added parody of “Best Things 
In Life Are Free” has songstress 
taking regular lyrics, with Wins- 
low chiming in with parody spout- 
ing opposite logic. Thrush also 
imitates Judy Garland, Deanna 
Durbin and Lily Pons, mixing in 
some good comedy, which shows 
| off excellent soprano and some on- 
the-button mimicking. 


Chandra Kaly, whose forte is 
modern version of East Indian 
terping, is supplemented with 
three lush femme -dancers and 
opens with some neat Oriental 
terping, complete with veils and 





ankle bells. Dancers are light on 
the footwork, using exotic hand 
motions and slinky body move- 
ments for the most part, to good 
plaudits. Kaly returns for mystic- 
type solo, then unites with terpers 
for harem number, with band 


backing on boogie 

and Winslow stint is split from 

Miles by Kaly, who returns mid- 
(Continued on page 46) 
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BARNES * CARRUTHERS 
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Direction: 
EDDIE ELKORT 
Lew & Leslie Grade, Ltd., Inc. 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, N. Y. 
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WARIS 


PALACE, 


BACK AGAIN AT THE 


New York 


Thanks to DAN FRIENDLY and LARRY GENGO 
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TITO CORAL 


“THE GOLDEN BARITONE VOICE 
OF THE AMERICAS” 


Now Appearing for 4 Weeks at the 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL, New Orleans, La. 


Thanks to SEYMOUR WEISS and MAY JOHNSON 
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Blame Doubling Vaude, Nitery Dates 
For British Quota Act Violations 


,ent this year. Already pacted are 


London, Aug. 15. 

There are too many foreign 
cabaret acts playing in British 
niteries, according to a survey just 
completed by the Variety Artists’ 
Federation on behalf of the joint 
standing committee with the man- 
agerial organizations. In many 
eases the existing 50-50 quota is 
being exceeded. A detailed break- 
down of the survey has been sub- 
mitted by the Federation to the 
other constituent bodies, and their 
observations are awaited before 
any policy is determined. 


One of the disturbing features of | 


the inquiry from the point of view 
of the VAF is the large number of 
foreign acts who are doubling 
vaudeville and nitery engagements. 
This is not only a failing of Amer- 
ican artists, but applies equally to 
many continental acts. 


It is appreciated by the vaude- 
ville people, that with a few excep- 
tions, artists are not brought in 
from the continent or America 
solely for a single cabaret date. 
They come in primarily for a vaude 
tour and are snapped up by the 
West End bonifaces. Despite this, 
the VAF opposes the principle of 
doubling, particularly in the case 
of artists who have longrun West 
End engagements and accept odd 
dates for cabaret. It is felt that 
when an act has a set booking of 
this calibre it should leave the nit- 
ery engagements to less fortunate 
artists. 

The clubs and cafes, however, do 
not accept this point of view. With 
competition becoming keener each 
week, and with a growing influx of 
Yank tourists to be entertained, they 
want the best artists for their caha- 
rets. Naturally, they would sooner 
have them for a solo date, but 
when this is not practical, do not 
raise serious objections to doubling. 





Reading House Into Pix 
Reading, Pa., Aug. 22. 
Dearth of stage shows, concerts 
and other live entertainment is 
forcing the Rajah theatre here to 
go back to a diet of films. 








Currently 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
BILLY 


ctason’s FUN-MASTER 


‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” 
e@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
BIG SPECIAL—ALL 35 FILES FOR 
ONLY $25 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ 
—all 3 diff. Books for $20— 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET ...... $25 @ 
e@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
—all 4 diff. Vols. for $80— 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
c,0.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 
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Golde Exits Sherman 


Larry Golde, with the Edward | 
Sherman booking office for the: 
past 10 years, has left that post to 

| enter independent television sell- 
|ing. Golde has been booking the- 
atres for years. Prior to joining 
| the Sherman office in 1940, he op- 
|erated the William Morris Variety 
Exchange for 12 years and before 
that was with the Keith-Albee 
| booking office. 

The Sherman agency will now be 
|manned by Joe Coopersmith and 
| Phil Coscia. Golde will leave Sher- 
‘man this week. 


AGVA OK’s Cafe Operator 


To Sue Greshler in Date 


Bowout by Martin-Lewis 


Harry Steinman, operator of the | 
Latin Casino, Philadelphia, has ob- | 
jtained permission of the American | 
|Guild of Variety Artists to sue Ab- | 
jner C. Greshler for breach of con- | 
|tract. It’s claimed that Greshler 
\signed for the comedy team of | 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis to play | 
his cafe, but later Greshler pre- | 
vented consummation of the pact. | 
| Permission was granted by the | 
iunion following recent arbitration 
at the Guild in which the comics 
‘were absolved of failure to play 
|the date because Greshler signed 
for them. Pact was originally set 
|;about two years ago and called for | 
'a two-week stand at $7,000 weekly. | 
| Contract had a clause permitting | 
|postponemen* for radio and film | 
|dates. After comics played several | 
‘other cafes, Steinman asked AGVA | 
|to act on the matter and subse- 
| Sapeney lost the case. However, 
union later granted permission to | 
bring suit. 


Increasing War Jitters 
Chases Jean Bartel Home 


Jean Bartel, ex- Miss America, | 
now a professional thrush, went 
abroad for two weeks and stayed 
14 months, chased home chiefly by 
growing war jitters. It was 
climaxed by the refusal of a Span- 
ish working permit at the Estoril 
casino, top Spanish spa. 

Miss Bartel thinks that 1949 was 
the peak spending year, and that 
subsequently there became evi- 
dences of the tightening of tourist 
spending, show biz salaries, etc. 
These manifestations were almost 
indiscernible at first but none the 
less perceptible to the trained eyes 
of hoteliers and agents. 


Tax Lien Vs. Seltzer 


Louisville, Aug. 22. 
U. S. Department of Internal 
'Revenue has slapped a tax lien 
against Leo A. Seltzer Enterprises, 
representing delinquent 
'of the amusement levy on admis- 

















itober, 1945, through July, 
| Seltzer leased the Jefferson Coun- 


the 10,000-capacity downtown 
‘structure for ice shows, trade ex- 
positions and touring attractions. 

Seltzer tax difficulties came to 
light after a local group proposed 
| purchasing the Seltzer lease. 























Wally Overman 


PRAVILION, MYRTLE BEACH 
$0. CAROLINA 
Aug. 24-30 
Thanks, GENE BRANDT 
Management: 
MATTY ROSEN, New York 
SAM ROBERTS, Chicago 


Roger Price will play his first 
N. Y. hotel date, at the Wedgwood 
‘Room of the Waldorf - Astoria, 
| Oct. 2. Comic would leave his cur- 
‘rent legit assignment in “Tickets, 
Please” shortly before the Wedg- 


wood engagement. 

















for the season. 

















CABIRBLESDOUGLAG 


Currently ORPHEUM, Omaha 
- MCA- 


MICHAEL 


payment | 


|sions, covering a period from Oc- | 
1949. | 


|ty Armory in 1945, and has rented | 


Waldorf Sets Roger Price 


Kitty Kallen will open the room | 


Cantor, Mills, Cugat | 
Set for York Fair 


York (Pa.) Interstate Fair will 
shell out fancy sums for name tal- 


Eddie Cantor, Sept. 13; Mills Bros. 
and Xavier Cugat Orch on succes: 
sive days. Surrounding acts are 
still to be signed. 

Headliners were lined up by Ben- 
ny Kutchuk for Frank Wirth. 


Zahl Merges Into 
Fosters Agency 


London, Aug. 18. 








agency and Hyman Zahl will take 
|place some time in late Septem- 
| ber. 


| Contracts are now being drawn 
'with Zahl becoming a director of 
|the new Fosters’ Agency, Ltd., of 
'which Harry Foster and Leslie 
|Macdonnell are the other partners 
The entire Zahl] staff of 14 also| 
moves over. Cyril Berlin, present | 
general maneger of Zahl agency, | 
becomes g.m. of Fosters’ agency. | 

Fosters’ agency, with its long- | 
time affiliation with the William | 
Morris organization in America, | 
thus becomes one of the biggest | 
agencies in the world. | 


Joe Daniels Welds 


Cafes, Vauders Into | 


Eight Week Circuit 


Joe Daniels, Seattle booker, is 
currently signing name acts for a 
circuit of theatres, cafes and club | 
dates, which guarantees a turn} 
eight weeks to be played in 10. | 
Key spot of the circuit will be | 
the Palomar theatre, Seattle, with | 
niteries and theatres in the north- | 
west and Canada comprising bulk | 
of the time. 

| 


In addition, the Elks’ clubs in | 
that area will be putting on a se- | 





ries of entertainments that will be | hér pre-London salary. Songstress|for a week. 


an important part of the circuit. 
Agent Eddie Smith has been | 


| 





‘Fran Warren Tops Ist 
Bill at 400 Casino, Buff 


| Fran Warren has been tapped as 
\initial headliner at the 400 Casino, 
‘Buffalo, slated to open Sept. 14. 
|Plans by operator Herman Halpern 
call for use of names throughout 
| the week and name bands Monday 
nights. 

Spot has lined up Gene Krupa. 
i|Sept. 25; Woody Herman, Oct. 2, 
and Charlie Spivak, Oct. 9. 

Jack Kalcheim will book the cafe 
exclusively. 








Steve Condos and Jerry Bran- 
dow, dance-team, inked by Music 
Corp. of America. 


AFL Tells Dunn That AGVA Can't Intro 


- Resolution on 


Union’; Up to 4A’s 





AMA Sets Hickey 


Arena Managers Assn., organi- 
zation of arena owners, has set 
John Hickey as booker of special 
attractions. 

Hickey, vet agent and manager, 


-+ The American Guild of Variety 


Artists’ plan to introduce a resolu- 
tion at the American Federation 


of Labor convention in Houston 
next month calling for immediate 
amalgamation of all Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America af- 
'filiates into a one-card union re- 





Amalgamation between Fosters’ | 


at various times handled comedian | ceived a serious setback this week. 
Joe Cook and headed the Roy Rog- | George L. Meany, AFL secretary- 
'ers rodeo. He has also produced |treasurer, has written AGVA’s na- 
variety shows. AMA’s bookings|tional administrative secretary, 
| had been previously taken care of | Henry Dunn, that such a resolution 
; by Norman Frescott, organization’s;must be proposed by the 4A’s 
executive secretary. rather than a single affiliate. 


: Dunn may appeal the ruling on 
{the convention fluor, but currently 
is seeking other means of getting 
the resolution to the attention of 
the AFL delegates. He declares 
that it’s impossible to get the 4A’s 


Slice on Cut Salary | to agree to such a resolution and 


An arbitration committee of the |i8 Most likely to appeal to the labor 








‘Agent Draws Union's 
| Censure for Taking 7 





American Guild of Variety Artists 
last week voted to censure agent 


|Jerry Rosen for violating provi- 


sions of the AGVA agency fran- 
chise. Rosen was charged with 
having sold several acts for more 
than was given them and getting 
commissions on top of the reduced 
fee. Booking took place more than 


a year ago, but until now it was | 


impossible to get all parties to- 
gether. 

Bill Feinberg, former exec of 
Local 802, American Federation of 
Musicians, was the arbitrator. Al 
Westbrook represented AGVA and 
Bill Kent the Artists Representa- 
tives Assn. Findings were unani- 
mous. 


Julie Wilson’s $2,000 
Weekly at Ciro’s, H’wood 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
When Julie Wilson opens here at 


Ciro’s on Sept. 22, she will be get- 
ting $2,000, or more than double 





recently returned from _ several 
months abroad. She’s at the Mark 


/named Daniels’ New York contact. | Hopkins, San Francisco, for three 


weeks at $1,500 and a percentage. 


delegates to consider the move if 
only to end the internecine strife 
that has been rife among 4A’s af- 
filiates for the past year. It’s under- 
stood that Dunn will cite his belief 
that unless the squabbles are end- 
'ed the AFL may be embarrasséd 
by the fights within that union. 


‘Aqua Follies’ Sock 
$110,000 in Seattle 


Seattle, Aug. 22. 
Seattle’s unique Aqua theatre, 
seating 5,243, got its initiation 
| Aug. 11-20 with “Aqua Follies.” 
Sellouts for night performances 
were the rule, with some standees, 
for a smash $110,000. House was 
| sealed from $3.50. 








Lou Walters Going To 


Paris for Talent Gander 


Lou Walters planes to Paris next 
'week to gander acts. He’ll be gone 
He was originally 
| slated to make the tour early in 
the spring, but illness of his wife 


| Prevented departure. 
Walters entered a hospital yes- 





| Former Copacabana (N.Y.) show-|terday (Tues.) to correct a minor 
| girl first came to attention at the |eye ailment. 


‘Hotel St. Regis, N. Y. | 


THE UTMOST IN 
ACROBATIC DANCING 














| Pierre Louis-Guerin Plans 


Paris Nitery Circuit | 

Paris, Aug. 22. | 

Pierre Louis-Guerin, operator | 
of Les Ambassadeurs, is forming a’ 
nitery chain with the purchase of | 
(the bankrupt Baccara. He’s also, 


considering buying into the Bal, NOW PLAYING 
abarin. | 

Nitery business here, generally, | FAIRS 

is booming. Unusually heavy in-' Direction: 


flux of tourists is amply com- 
| pensating for the mass exit of | 
Parisians this weekend for a four- | 
|day holiday. 


EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
R.K.O. Bidg., New York City 
JUdson 6-3345 























OAR AEY EPO CLOUT SET TIS 
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| WALTERS 
PRISCILLA 


Opening August 25 
ORPHEUM 
Omaha 


Thanks to HARRY ROMM for selecting 
our act to appear with CHUCK FOSTER 





Just Concluded 


PALACE, New York 


Thank you DANNY FRIENDLY for a 
. lovely and enjoyable engagement. 





Personal Management: 
EDDIE SMITH, RKO Bullding, N. Y. 
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Chez Paree. Chi 
way in show on Latin-number, 
which has dancer doing Afro- 
Cuban vocal, then merging with 
femmes for some lively South 
American stuff. 


Stan Gower continues on emcee 
chores, handling production vocal 
backing, and Doran and France 
spark dance routines in good fash- 
ion. As always, Cee Davidson orch 
acquits well on backing and Chico 
band is effective in relief. Mel. 


Bar of Musie, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 17. 
Blake, Robert Clary, 











Arthur 


ght Club Reviews 


Continued from page 44 








| funny 45 minutes he’s on, they can 
| be sidestepped with ease. Begoff 
‘routine is a rib-busting photograph 
‘in words and gestures of a Lou- 
‘ella Parsons’ broadcast. Around 
these parts nothing could follow it, 
'and Blake wisely saves it for the 
piece de resistance. 


"New to the bill is Robert Clary, 


French singer currently getting a 
buildup via Capitol Records. He’s 
the latest in the long line of sing- 
ers who can’t sing but seek to at- 


Bagatelic, London 
London, Aug. 15. 
Sonny King, Edmundo Ros 
Rhumba Band, Arnold Bailey 
| Swingtet; minimum $3. 
| American artists continue to 
dominate the London night scene. 








The latest to hit the West End) 


cabaret trade 
King, playing a short engagement 
‘at this popular cafe in between 
vaude dates. 


King has a smart sense of com- 
edy and an easy knack of getting 
the customers to join in his show. 
Instead of the more _ familiar 
method of reciting half dozen num- 
bers or so, he establishes intimate 


is vocalist Sonny | 


| 
| 


tract a following with a unique contact with his audience:and gets| 


style. He may be able to develop 
such a following via platterings but 
he has little to offer as a nitery 
lure. 


the requests rolling in. 


minute session from the serious to 
the sublime. Team has plenty of 
showmanship, maintains interest 
at all times with varied selections 
and keeps comedy at a level that 
never gets in the way of their trick 
vocalizing. Solos are evenly divid- 
ed, and for the local patrons boys 
work in a few bi-lingual tunes. 


On night caught group had to 
do three encores, including “Sabre 
Dance” for a socko reception. 

The Max Chamitov orch does 
showbacking and splits customer 
hoofing sets with the Hal White 

‘10. Newt. 


Georgian Roem, Seattle 
(OLYMPIC HOTEL) 
Seattle, Aug. 17. 
Charles Fredericks, Hal Pruden 


“Busy Line” proves to be a good Orch (8); cover $1, $1.50. 


opener. But easily his best click- 


Felix DeCola and Benno Rubinyi, | grimaces, and faulty routining, pro-| “Donkey Serenade” as an example 


Lou Fidler’s Orch 


$2. 


(5); minimum 





With Arthur Blake as the lure, 
film names have begun dropping in 
on this Beverly Boulevard spot to 
partake of some sock entertain- 
ment. Mimic’s advent has cued 
s‘eady business upsurge and the 
spot is holding him for a long run. 

One of the best mimes around 
these days, Blake takes no chances 
on wasting his top talent on in- 
ferior stuff. He’s displaying all 
new material and, save for two 
snall bits, it’s highly hilarious all | 
the way. He doesn’t waste his time 
letting characterizations deteri- 
orate into simply a carbon of a film 
portrayal. Rather, he combines 
his highly mobile features and gift 
for exactly duplicating tonal quali- 
ties with material that gives 
breadth and substance to his por- 
trayals. 

Consequently, his Ethel Barry- 
more doing “Diamonds Are a Girl’s 
B st Friend,” or Tallulah Bankhead | 
doing “Some Enchanted Evening” 
become devastatingly effective. A 
sharp sense of timing heightens 
the impact. Weak spots are the| 
*Mortimer Snerd” and Margaret | 
O’Brien takeoffs, and since they 
occupy only about four of the 


NAOMI 
STEVENS 


‘Chants with a Chuckle’ 
Back Within 3 Weeks 
DUNES CLUB 


Virginia Beach 
Until September 4th 
































| Grant’s Riviera 
RESTAURANT AND BAR 

3 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-44838 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
(Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Tie) 

















vide a tremendous liability. Since 
he’s no Chevalier, his best bet is 
to fall back on the romance the 
femmes expect a GaHic import to 
sell slickly. 

Rounding out the show, the twin- 
piano team of Felix DeCola and 


with solid keyboarding of every- 
thing from Liszt to licks, earning 
neat returns. They also back the 
rest of the bill, leaving Lou Fid- 
ler’s okay quintet the sole job of 
pleasing terpatrons. Kap. 





Larry Potter’s. H’wood 
Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Noonan & Marshall, Ada Leon- 
ard, Jaqueline Fontaine, Charlete’s 
Orch (5); no cover, 

Overall effect of bill at Potter's 
Supper Club is spotty. Hour-long 
show is topped by the socko per- 
formance of Jacqueline Fontaine 





while Tom Noonan and Pete Mar-| 


shdll have their moments but need 
a lot of work. Ada Leonard suffers 
from bad material. 

Miss Fontaine opens the show 
with “Old Piano Roll Blues” and 
‘*A-Razz-A-Ma-Tazz.” Her stage 
presence is top drawer and per- 
sonality explosive. Chirp’s voice 
blends much of the throatiness of 
Kay Starr with the phrasing of 
Beatrice Kay, all of which spells 
entertainment. Miss Fontaine’s 
dancing is pleasing, more from a 
point of showmanship than actual 
footwork, but remains secondary 
to vocalizing. 

Noonan and Marshall click on a 
couple of routines but general 
effect of material leaves much to 
be desired. Pair -stili haven't 
achieved any degree of pin-point 
timing. This, combined with a 
goodly share of ragged routining, 
gives the comics a patchy appear- 
ance. Noonan romps through his 
paces in a television routine that 
grabs top laughs but winds up 
badly overdrawn as does much of 
pair’s remaining material. Mar- 


‘shall does an up-tempo rendition 


'of “Ole Man River” that pays off 
| handsomely. 

Miss Leonard runs the gamut 
with brief bits of dancing, singing, 
narration and impressions. Her 
strongest bit is a takeoff on Gypsy 
Rose Lee which she _ handles 
adroitly and which sits well with 
‘audience. However, her material 
is poor and often blue but un- 
funny. With the right material 
‘and a lot of work she might con- 
ceivably work her routine into the 
“intimate room” bracket. Free. 








neat 


| 








ONNY 
KING 


Sends Greetings from England Where He Is Doing 
Cabaret, TV and Vaudeville 


Last week concluded season at 


BAGATELLE, Mayfair 


Honored by King and Queen at Command 


of ruining the classics. Hit Parade 
tunes like ““My Foolish Heart” and 
“Bewitched” are ready favarites, 
and “Oh, You Sweet One’ rounds 
off the show as a bright participa- 
tion number. 


When caught, King was suffer- 


a Benno Rubinyi continues to please ing from a facial ailment, which 


restricted his expression but 
didn’t detract from his clear and 
well modulated singing. It neces- 
sitated, however, the cancellation 
of his usual closing with ‘“Pagli- 


acci.” 


support. 
Arnold Bailey outfit as an alterna- 
tive for dancing. Myro. 


Gatineau Club, Ottawa 


Ottawa, Aug. 17. 
Cab Calloway’s Cabaliers (5), 
Conners Girls (6); Mac Horner 
Orch (8); admission ‘75c ($1 


weekends, holidays). 





Joe Saxe’s suburban golfclub- 
nitery cashes in on the Cab Callo- 
way name, raftering the oversized 
room every night for the two 
shows, 10 and 12:30. Except for 
the Conners house line, a 1950 
innovation for the Gatineau, the 
entire show is Calloway and his 
Cabaliers. 


It is Calloway’s show first to last, | 


with the Cab hi-de-hoing, trucking 
and screeching with the mobs as 
he sticks to his standards. 
Cabaliers are boff backing for 


Exaggerated gestures and er’s and his own interpretation of | 


| 


The Edmundo Ros orch gives a clever exhibition of 88ing, doing 
There is also the| “I Surrender, Dear” as a honky 





; 


| 


The | 


their white-tailed leader, and Callo- | 


way gaves them plenty of spot. 
There is Dave Reperia, piano; 
Milton Hinton, bass; Panama 
Francis, drums, and Jenah Jones, 
trumpet, each soloing’ several 
times. 

Mac Horner, local 
the house band for the girls and 
for dancing, and pinch-hitting as 
m.c. Gorm. 


Eddy’s. K. ¢C. 
| Kansas City, Aug. 17. 
| Stan Nelson Trio, Billy Williams 
Orch (8); $1 cover Saturdays only. 


Establishment of the Eddy broth- 
ers on the downtown Baltimore 
' strip continues to play to sock biz, 
even on an early week night the 
room being filled for both shows. 
Just what factors blend to keep biz 
bullish here, when other midwest 
‘spots find biz in and out, is some- 
| thing of a question, but entertain- 
ment as proffered by the Billy 
Williams orch and the Stan Nelson 
trio is certainly doing its part. 
| The Williams crew is rounding 
out its 11th week in the spot, the 
customers taking readily to its 
slick dance rhythms and vocals by 
the leader. The house policy of a 
punch act, with change each two 





| Sanatorium, reports a marked pro- 


fave, fronts | 


} 
| 





weeks, is soundly upheld by the) 


Nelson threesome. 


_ Basically the Nelsons are a mu- | 
sical act, but their abilities go far | 


beyond that. They work out on) 
and | 


piano, string bass, drums 


reeds, intermixing comedy, vocals | 
and song parodies with plenty | 


personality and versatility. 


Turn | 
. includes rhythm workout on “‘Lazy | 


River,” a memory lane of songs. 


and comedy patter, travesties on 
“Shine” and “One Hour With You,” 
a jam session on “C Jam Blues,” 


pianology on “I Found a New) 


Baby,” 
Hampton, Ted Lewis, Al Jolson, 
Ink Spots, Louis Armstrong, Jack 
Smith and Rose Murphy. Their 35 
minutes is crammed with ear- 
tickling tunes and laughs. Quin. 


and imitations of Lionel] | 


Normandie Roof. Ment’! 


(MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL) 
: Montreal, Aug. 19. 
Continentals (6), Max Chamitov 








Charles Fredericks has a warm} 


and pleasing baritone voice and an 
unaffected manner that found 
ready acceptance: here. He opens 
with “Bolero,” following with “All 
The Things You Are” and the “Big 
Movie Show in the Sky” for hefty 
applause. His “Molly Malone” is 
soft and pleasant and a fine voicing 
of “Figaro” in the robust manner 
pulls plenty palm-pounding. 
Fredericks asks for requests and 
does “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes” 
and “Some Enchanted Evening,” 
bowing off with “Old Man River.” 
Hal Pruden opens the show with 


tonk pianist. Pruden combo also 
does a nice job on terp tunes. 
Reed. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Lan Saranac Lake, Aug. 22, 

‘Big Slim” Forrest Glenn happy | 
over the bedside birthday party | 
tendered to him by the ailing gang | 
here. Biggest thrill was birthday | 
cake from supt. of nurses Ruth’! 
Norman and top housekeeper | 
Bonnie Hawley. 

Virginia Strum, staffer of Neigh- | 
borhood Theatres, Richmond, Va., | 
registered in for a check-up and | 
observation period, 

Irving (Chandu) Altman, local 
magico, gave an hour’s show at the 
William Morris Memorial Park. 

Isabelle Rook, ex-NVA-Rogerite 
and pianist from Philadelphia now 
confined at the Raybrook (N.Y.) | 








gress from major surgery. 

Pauline Fallon in from Houston | 
to see her husband Joe (IATSE) 
Fallon, who is improving daily | 
with the cure. 

The David Romaniks here from 
Brooklyn to see their son, Walter 
(CBS) Romanik, who is skedded 
for a major operation. 

William Nolan motored in from 
Philadelphia to visit Dolly Gal- 
lagher and Harry Nasen. 

Kitty Bernard, who is flashing 
O.K. cards, between rest periods 
is digging up data about her late 
husband Mike Bernard, of ragtime 
piano-playing fame. Material will 
be used by Jerry Heermans, of 
Portland, Ore., in book on ragtime 
piano players of the past. 

Frank Graham, N. Y._ sports| 
writer, took time out to see Margie 
Regan, who is currently fighting | 
off some setbacks. 

_Tupper Lake (N.Y.) boosting new 
nitery, Mountain Room at Alta-| 
mont Hotel. 
_ Lee Klimmek (Republic Pictures) | 
in and out of the general hospital 
after a successful broncoscophy 
operation; now resting nicely at | 
the Will Rogers, 


(Write to those who are ill.) | 


| HELENE and HOW 


Muehlebach Hotel, KC, 
Resumes Shows To 
Bolster Late Biz 


Kansas City, Aug. 22. 

Terrace Grill of the Muehlebach 
hotel went into a floorshow policy 
last Friday aimed at bolstering eve. 
ning and late biz. First show 
brought in Dick Drake, panto. 
mimic, and Twinkle and Taylor, 
adagio terp team, to combine with 
Gloria Petrie, thrush, and the 
Jimmy Featherstone orch. Plan 
| calls for shows at 9 p.m. and mid- 
| nite, and is set for the fall season, 
‘according to Barney Joffee, who 
|handles entertainment for the 
| hotel. 

First bill will play the Grill 10 
days, second nine days, and there- 
after acts will be changed every 
two weeks. ® Fer the present the 
plan calls for booking a pair of 
acts in addition to the regular band 
in the Grill. The long-established 
policy of $1 minimum weekdays 
and $1.50 Saturdays will be con- 





tinued. 





Heiler Aids ‘Annie’ 


To Continue in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 22 


Jackie Heller, owner of Carousel, 
stepped in for Civic Light Opera 


| Assn. when summer opera com- 


pany, deluged by turnaway crowds 
for “Annie Get Your Gun” at Pitt 
Stadium, came up with idea of hold- 
ing over the musical comedy an ex- 
tra. half week. Heller had a con- 
tract with Sandra Deel, playing 
title role, to open at his downtown 
nitery Monday (21) and that was all 
that stood in the way of an extra 
three performances of “Annie.” 
When propositicn was put to cafe 
operator, he immediately relin- 
quished Miss Deel for the first 
half, pushing her opening back un- 
til Thursday (24), night after 
“Annie” closes, and tagging her to 
the following full week as well. Al 
fresco officials were so grateful 
they paid salary for Miss Deel’s 
three-night replacement at Carou- 
sel, gave Carousel several free ads 
in the Stadium program and even 
had announced over p.a. system at 


| Amphitheatre that continuation of 


“Annie” run was by courtesy of 
the cafe. 

















PATRICE JAN 


SIOUX FALLS 
ANNUAL FAIR 
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Always Working 


‘Whitey’ Roberts 


Now Cumb'i'd, Md., Fair 


Wk. Aug. 28, Flemington N. J. Fair. 
Sept. 4 to 9th, N.B.C. Television, 
WNBW, Washington, D. C. 
Sept. 9 to 16, Brockton Fair 

















ANDRE VERNA 


Currently 


ROXY 


NEW YORK 


Thanks—MILTON BERLE 
































Personal Management 
HENRIE GINE 


Performance, Windsor Castle Orch, Hal White Trio; $1-$1.50 
Thanks to ‘ rainy | a ot usual nitery | 
attern oO aliroom ter - 
BERNARD DELFONT, BILLY MARSH, KEITH DEVON love, Ge A a Baer eee te | 


standard policy in this room, the | 
Normandie Roof comes up with a 
big single, the Continentals, for 
the current layout. 

With Jack Cathcart, leader and 
arranger, at the piano, male sing- 
ing combo whams over a hefty 40- | 








“And Rochelle and Beebe are, 
in the business.”“—Daily Variety. 


NOW—Entertaining Troops 











ROCHELLE and B 


JANE 


EEBE 


as always, just the best eccentric dance team 


Mgt. Al Wilson, 1501 Broadway, N.Y.C. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 23 





Numerais in connection with bills below indicate openin 
whether full or split week pening day of show 
Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (I) | 
(L) Loew: (M) Moss) (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; ($) Stoll; (7) Tivoli; (W) Warners 
alter 


| Harper Flaherty 
' Bob Fitzgerald 

| Skating Bivdears 
{Mary A Fitzgerald 
| Phyllis Miles 

| Maxwells (2) 
Frank Masters Ore 

Palmer Mouse 

Evelyn Knight 


| Lew Parker 
Eileen O’Dare 
De Mattiazzis (2) 
Abbott Ders 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 


Vine Gardens 


Jan Bart 
Mickey Sharp 














NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 24 
Gene Krupa Orc 
Jack E Leonard 
Park & Clifford 
Connie Haines 
Music Hall (i) 24 
Glenn Burriss 
George Dyer 
G & F Szony 
Jessica Halst 
Nonchalants 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Sym Ore 
Palace (R) 24 
Hammond's Birds 
Thom’s & Freshm’n 
Romano & Cuzzins 
Hilton Sisters 
Slim Timblin Co 
(3 to filD 
Paramount (P) 23 
Mills Bros 
Al Bernie 
Charlene Russell 
Eddie Fisher 
R & B Pickert 
Bobby Byrne Orc 
Roxy (1) 25 
Milton Berle 
Verna Raymond 
Sid Gary 
Leonard Sues 
Jim Wong Tp 
Texaco Men 


Strand (W) 25 
Martez & Lucia 
3 Lind Bros 
Billy Vine 
Toni Harper 

Apollo (i) 24 
Pearl Bailey 
B M Jackson 
Moke & Poke 
Lou Wills Jr 
Pigmeat Com’dy Co 

BROCKTON 

Brockton (P) 

27 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (P) 26-29 


Ore 


Duke Ellington Orc | 


Ella Fitzgerald 
Tables Davis 
Co-ops 

Howell & Bowser 
Ray Nance 

Al hibbler 
Johnny Hodges 
Chubby Kent 
Marion Cox 
Harry Carney 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 25 
Victor Borge 
Fontanne Sis 
| BobBy Van 
| Were Marlin 3 
Oriental (1) 24 
Al Morgan 
| 2 Carltons 
| 4 Visionaires 
| 3 Swifts 
Carl Sands Ore 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 23 
3 Welles 
Walter Walters Jr 
Jane Manners 
Barclays 
Gil Lamb 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Radio City (P) 24 
Frankie Laine 
Patti Page 
Dave Barry 
Vie & Adio 
NEW BEDFORD 
Olympia (P) 25 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
NEWPORT 
Strand (P) 26 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
AHA 


Orpheum (P) 24 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Ish Kabibble 
Michael Douglas 
Homer & Jethro 
Walters & Priscella 

PHILADELPHIA 

Earie (W) 25 

Ravens 
Dinah Washington 
Arnett Cobb Ore 
Foxx & White 
Harald King 

SIONEY 
Sidney (W) 29 only 
Asylum of Horrors 

WASHINGTON 
|; Capitol (L) 24 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Eugenie Baird 
Nip Nelson 
Ciro Rimac 





Rev 


MONTREAL 
Gayety (i) 21 
Lynn O'Neill 
| Sowene & Clayton 
Barr & Estes 
| Hank Browne 


| 


Joan Dexter 
3 Belvederes 
Fayne & Foster 
Alex & Galina 
Will Skinner Orc 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (i) 14 
3 Larks Bros 
4 K-Foleys 
Tony Toner 
Joyce McGrady 
8 Mirth Maids 
Bert Draper 
Lew Evans 
Ronnie Smith 
George Fairhurst 
Johnnie Culshaw 
Soubrette 
Cyril Boganny Co 

BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 21 
Cynthia & Gladys 
Reg Dixon 
Ryan & Youn 
Kay Cavendis 
Roger Carne 
Stainless Stephen 
Jerry Bergmann 
Allen Bros & June 
Young China T 

BLACKPOOL 

Grand (1) 21 
Josef Locke 
J Radcliffe Co 
Francis & Gray 
Joan Stuart 
Annettes Ladies 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Larry Drew 
Opera House (1) 21 
Tessie O'Shea 
Nat Jackley 
Jerry Desmonde 
Terry Thomas 
Ben Yost Guards 
5 Olanders 
Sheila Mathews 
Maureen Sims 
Tiller Girls 

Palace (1) 21 
B & A Pearson 
Ronnie Ronalde 
Don Cummings 
Felovis 
Les Valettos 
Count Le Roy 
Bob Andrews 
Peggy Cavell 
Tower Circus (1) 21 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co 
Ernie’s Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 
Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons 
Roberto Chiesa Co 
3 Peters 
Baudy’s Animals 
Knie’s Horses 
3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 
Laconas 
Jimmy Scott 
Annettes 

Circusettes 
Balcombes 
WINTER GARDEN 

Pavilion (1) 21 
Jimmy Edwards 
Joy Nichols 
Dick Bentley 
Costello Twins 
Nino Wonder Dog 
St Clair & Day 
3 Bassi 
Peter Grant 
Patricia Hartley 
Bobby Beaumont 
Hippodrome (1) 21 
Billy Whitaker 
Mimi Law 
B & M Clayton 
C Fairweather 
Phil Lester 
Pat Hagen 
Sonny Hughes 
Elizabeth Parsons 
Eric Marsh 
Hi Diddle Diddle 

ebs 
Terry’s Juveniles 

BRISTOL 

Empire (i) 21 
Hughie Green 
Benson Dulay 
3 Atlantas 


Denis Hackett 

Joe Hale Band 
Hippodrome (S) 21 

Cheerful C Chester 

Fred Ferrari 

Arthur Haynes 

Edwina Carol 

Len Marten 

Ken Morris 

Boliana Ivanko 4 

Marriott & 
Wenman 

|S Brahims 


BRIXTON 
Empress (i) 21 

| Max Miller 
Willy Woltard 
Alfred Thripp 
Wonder Wheelers 
Lenner & Harvey 
Karloffs 
Karlson 3 
Leslie Lester 


CARDIFF 

New (S$) 21 
Mischa Auer 
Peter Sellers 
Lionel King 
Hope & Ray 
Bemands Pigeons 
Valee 





Floyd & B’Nay 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 21 
Rose Murphy 
Canfield Smith 
Voltaires 


Banner Forbutt 

Billy Maxam 

North & Stoyle 

EAST HAMPTON 
Palace (1) 21 

Tony Dalton 

Maree Authie 

B & B Bex 

Storr Bros 

Don Amigo 

Case & Roberts 

Paul Kafka Co 

| Metropolitan (1) 21 

Jack Haig 

Kemble Kean 

Susan King 

3 Skating Orlandos 

Gay Enridge 

Sybil Dunn 

J Doy & A Peel 

Marietta Dancers 

FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 21 

Mortz & Eugene 

Anne Shelton 

Rex & Bessie 

Max Bygraves 

Mus Derricks & T 

Max Wall 

Kent Bros 

Caryll & Mundy 

| Bobbie Kimber 

| GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 21 

Jack Crisp & Jill 

Ethel Smith 

2 Valors 

Bobby Breen 

Kovacs 

Scott Sanders 

Archie Elray Co 

Dick Henderson | 


Palace (i) 21 
Jimmy Gay 
Johnnie Carlton 
Margi Morris 
Eddie Stacey 
Johnnie Marsh 
Ann Gaynor 
Bertie Sellers 


2 Aret 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 21 
Frasers Harmonica 


Co 
Patterson & J’cks’n 
Adey & Dawn 
Les Symmetricals 
Tommy Truman 
Edward Victor 





LEEDS 


_Empire (M) 21 | 
Big Bill Campbell —§ Stan Jay & Joan 
Lance King |; Len Young 
Senorita Valeska | Pepinos Circus 
5 Mighty Mohawks | 4 Doumers 
Sioux Dakotas | Slim Rhyder 
Crosbie & Brennan | Carroll Levis Oo 


PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 21 





| 


LIVERPOOL | SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 21 | Empire (M) 21 
Douglas & Ross |} Curzon 3 
Douglas Harris | Nicholas Bros 
Cliff Sherlock | Tony Walsh 
LONDON | Deep River Boys 
Palladium (Mm) 21 | g,tluppe & Matta 
| Lome Horne Joe Church 
illy Cotton Band! 4j).. a 
Harvey Stone Olga Varemp 
Bernard Miles SUNDERLAND 
| Stump & Stumpy Empire (M) 21 
Elizabeth & Collins | Dey Dey & Dey 


| Les Romanos 


| 
} 


} 
} 


| 





Alan King & Gloria | Bill Russel 


Delta Khythm Boys 
Allen & Lee 

S & M Harrison 

| Jackie Co 

Gloria & Splendid 

Tony & Ruby 

Arthur Dowler 

SWANSEA ~ 

Empire (M) 21 

Linda & Lana 


Palladium T Girls 
Skyrockets Orch 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 21 
Harold Berens 
Gladys Hay 
Michael Moore 
Eamonn Andrews 
Harold Barnes 


} 
Petite 4 | Allan Jones 
3 MacMurrays |2 Luvas 
Christmas & Merry! Arnley & Gloria 
Palace (M) 21 Terry Hall 


Norman Evans Hackford & Doyle 


Gray & Austin Cookes Pony Rev 

F & P King WOLVERHAMPT‘N 

Senor Carlos Hippodrome (1) 21 

Bil & Bil Eltham & Sharpe 

3 Cordells Marianne 

| Maple Leaf 4 Margit Kollar 

| John Tiller Girls Merry 3 
NEWCASTLE Magyar Ballet 
Empire (M) 21 D & S Stephens 

| Issy Bonn WOOD GREEN 


Bonn-A-Chords 
6 Sweet Notes 
V & T Elliott 
Len Clifford & F 
Maurice & May 
Patricia & Rudy 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 21 
Kizma & Karen 
George Mitchell 


Empire (S) 21 
Dr Crock & C’kpots 
Lizbeth Webb 
Fran Dowie 
Flying Comets 
Erikson 
Jerry & Handy 


YORK 
Empire (1) 21 
Macari 





Glee Club Dutch Serenaders 
David Poole Mayfair Debutantes 
Chefalo Val & Monte 

A J Powers Castro Bros & Marg 
Leon Cortez Ross 


lan MacLean 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORE CITY 


Tipsy & Brow 











Birdiane e — manne 
Charlie Parker Sadie Banks 
Dizzy Gillespie — 
Coleman Hawkins Christine Scoville 

Bon Soir a p 
Ji ; Marsha Stevens 
i Joe LaPorte Ore 


D’Aquila Ore 


Park Ave 
Scotty Graham 
Chas Stewart 
Clarice Crawford 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 


Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Ellis Larkin 3 


Bop City 


L Armstrong Ore 
Slam Stewart 3 


Lester Young Ore Hotel Astor 
Care Society Xavier Cugat Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 


Gigi Durston 
Will Jordan 
Cliff Jackson 


Sydney Ross 
Harold Nage) Ore 


Stuff Smith Hotel Edison 
Harry Ranch Ore 
Copacanans Hotel New Yorker 


Charlie Peterson 

Rookies 

Jean Arlen 

B. Pennington 

Arthur Johnson 
Hotel Piaze 

Bob Grant Orc 


Betty Reill 


Gilbert & Miller 
M Durso Ore 
R & A Farrell 
Harrison & Kay 
Peter Hanley 





Overbury & Suzette | Diamond Horseshoe 
Les Rayner & Betty walter Dare Wahl 
W a 


F. Alvares Orc Mark Monte Ore 
M Bergere 
Emery Deutsch 
Motel Roosevel? 
Teddy Powell Ore 
Sidney Kassimir 3 
Hotel Statier 
Jan Garber Ore 
Motel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Alan Carney 
Mons. Choppy 


. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Gloria LeRoy 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Chie Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 
Tommy King 
Harry Meehan 


Billy Banks Marvellos 
Harry Armstrong Gloria Gilbert 
Ralph Young 
EI Chico Naaman Ders 
Rosita Rios Art Waner Ore 
Los Gitanos Penthouse 
Pilarin Tavira Paul Taubman 
Sarita Herrera Riviera 


D’Alonso Ore 


Leon & Eddies 
Eddie Davis 
Nola Pardi 
Jean March 
Wayne Thompson | 
Bourbon & Bayne | 


Billy Daniels 
Buddy Hackett 
Jack Cole Ders 
Pat Terry 
Arden Line 
Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 





Irma , - pia | Secnian Te 

a i os | Emile Petti Ore 

Geraldine & Jove Panchito Ore 
Little Ciub Village Barn 


Ernie Warren Ore | Gerry Fitzcerald 


| Tex Fletcher 
Ne 1 Fifth Ave 


| Freda Wing 
. 4 Some 

Paul Gavert Bar: ‘ 

Carolyn Maye David Blight 
Jimmy Lee Waldorf-Astoria 
Christine Barrett | Fran Warren 
Downey & Fonville | Dick Contino 
Hazel Webster ! Griff Williams Ore 


CHICAGO 
Helsings 


eager | Georgie Gobel 
“ : 7 » |G 1 ¥ 
Roaring Twenties Jayne Walton 


Mimi Kelly Billy Chandler Ore 


Joel Friend 
Ray Hyson k H Edgewater Seach 
Margaret Banks Jimmy Nelson 
Jesse Elliot Darkens 
Ray Arnett D Hild Ders 
dh Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Henry Brandon Orc Hotel Stevens 
Joan Hyldoft 


Paree 
BE ay Miles Arnold Shoda 
Chandra Kaly Ders| Jerry Mapes 
Alice Tyrell Jack Raffloer 








Dick Wilson 


Farrar & Carter 
Cee Davidson Ore | Douglas Duffy 





New ‘Acts | 


DICK CONTINO 
| Accordion, Songs 
|14 Mins. 
| Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
Dick Contino, who became an 
overnight boxoffice potential by 
winning a series of radio contests 
{staged by Horace Heidt, indicates 
{that he’ll do as well in class rooms 
as he has in theatres. Contino, 
(until recently, had been touring 
|with a unit of 
jand he’s been one of the stronger 
lures on the road. His draw in 
ithe big cities was similarly potent. 
| Having recently dropped his en- 
tourage to single, Contino has de- 


|veloped into an excellent per- 
former. He’s an accomplished 
,windjammer who can _ strike a 


| variety of moods on that instru- 
ment. More important is the fact 
|that he sell personality-wise. His 
/even row of ivories can be dis- 
cerned in the far corners of the 
|outsized Starlight Roof, and he’s 
|developed some bits of business 
'that should hold femme attention. 
|} Contino does a series of tunes 
istandard to the accordion, givin 
all of them color and fluidity. They 
are melodic, have general appeal 
|and, at the same time, give evi- 
dence of digital dexterity. The 
sole mistake here is his attempt 
jto sing an original number. His 
‘voice isn’t so forte, but then again 
he must take a chance on an oc- 
\casional vocal if he’s to grow as a 


| performer. Jose. 

| WILL JORDAN 

Impressions 

10 Mins. 

Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y. 
Will Jordan has apparently 





made his bid for recognition pre- 
maturely. A comedy impressionist, 
|he has stiil to learn cafe and stage 
|mores and needs a sharper knowl- 
ledge of floor-demeanor and rou- 
\tining before he’ll qualify for more 
| lucrative bookings. 

Jordan appears to be a skilled 
mime who can adopt facial ex- 
pressions and characteristics of 
his subjects. He’s got a workable 
base for an act, but he drags in a 
lot of extraneous matter that slows 
up his pace and creates meaning- 
less noise. Better gauging of the 
acoustics of the room could elimi- 
nate:some of the latter. 

Jordan might make a better’im- 
pression should he do his finale 
at the beginning. It’s a descrip- 
tion of a Hollywood ballgame that 
has a good potential. Ii’s the 
strongest part of his act. Jose. 


AL BERNIE WITH CHARLENE 

RUSSELL 
Comedy 
15 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 

Al Bernie has brought his pretty 
wife, Charlene Russell, into his 
comedy turn, with fairly good ye- 
sults. Girl is a looker, has a good 
speaking and singing voice and 
shows a great deal of poise. 

Bernie opens the turn alone and 
‘keeps up a steady stream of patter 
and jokes for about a third of the 
/act. 
sell, and the two, after a few ex- 
‘changes, go into an Oriental rou- 
tine, slapstick antics of which 
bring okay results. For a closing 
bit of business, 
atrocious wig and they do an opera 
turn, with girl taking the straight 
part. It’s a good closer. 

Act is fine vaudeville fare, but 
it will have to be more sophisti- 
cated for niteries. Chan, 


RENATO ROSSINI 
Guitarist 

20 Mins. 

Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y. 

Formerly at El Borracho, east 
side N. Y. eatery, guitarist Renato 
Rossini moved into the Hotel 
Roosevelt’s Rough Rider Rooin. 
This pop-priced cocktail lounge 
provides a good setting for his mu- 
sic which ranges from Bach and 
Searlatti to Lecuona and other 
contemporary composers. 

Aided by an amplifier, Rossini’s 
mellow tones furnish a suave com- 
plement to the room’s plush decor. 
However, his strings would likely 
have a stronger impact if he had a 
small platform on which to per- 
form. His present spot among the 
tables isn’t much of a a. 

ilb. 


KID GUILD’S 25 OUTLETS 
| Children’s Record Guild, N. Y. 
| kiddie diskery which entered the 
‘eommercial field last month, has 
iset up 25 distribution outlets 
covering 36 states. 

Outfit formerly operated solely 
on a club basis. 

















tyro performers, | 


He then brings on Miss Rus-— 


Bernie dons an/| 





from sale of the TV rights, that 
coin raked through the wickets is 
expected to represent actually a 
by-product. 
would be derived from video. 

Big events like the World Series, 
major college and_ professional 
football games and other such 
events will draw paying customers 
‘no matter how much TV pays to 
televise them. However, when 
| Coast wrestlers recently went on 
| strike after their failure to get 
;more money for working out before 

the promoters 





the TV cameras, 
| hired femme grunt ‘n’ groaners to 
match their heft in a TV 
| before @ handful of fans who en- 
|tered via cuffo tickets to provide 
the crowd atmosphere. Lady grap- 
plers derived their entire pay from 
'the TV station and sponsor. 

If TV-subsidized events catch on, 


| and sports and other exhibitions no | 


| longer depend on the boxoffice, it 
|/may spell a major show business 
| revolution. There will no longer 
| be any necessity for promoters, 
| fight managers, etc., to rule out 

TV through fear that it will wreck 
| their gates. Promoters will be 


|freed from any worries about the | 
| weather, the numbers of customers | 


| willing to lay it on the line and 
| other vagaries of producing events, 
|knowing in advance that they'll 


— 





Some Figurin’ 

Television execs, trying to 
prove how far out of line is 
the $800,000 which Gillette 
will pay for TV rights te this 
year’s World Series, noted this 
week that the razor firm pays 
only $175,500 for rights to a 
complete schedule of 39 weeks’ 
Friday night boxing matches at 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y. 
That breaks down to $4,500 
per week, Should the World 
Series, by comparison, wind in 
four games, Gillette will be 
paying $200,000 per game. It’s 
also pointed out that DuMont 
has picked up rights to all Sat- 
urday night events at the Gar- 
den this fall and winter for a 
total package cost of $125,000. 

That $800,000 figure, more- 
over, has also given theatre 
television proponents some 
new worries. They had been 
talking up the possibility of 
a chain of interconnected the- 
atres eventually being able to 
outbid any network or sponsor 
for top sports events in order 
to obtain them on an exclu- 
sive basis. If an advertiser 
like Gillette is willing to put 
up $800,000 for the Series, the 
theatres will undoubtedly be 
forced to go far past that fig- 
ure when they are ready to 
enter the bidding. 




















a 


have their complete take--home pay 
|in the form of subsidies from major 
‘as advertisers. 
No Good for TV 

While the wide-open pursestrings 
that advertisers seem to have ready 
for televised sports may enrich pro- 
moters and participants, though. 
it§ already being questioned 
whether it’s a good thing for the 
TV industry. Video execs are €&x- 
\tremely anxious over the possibil- 
ity that the $800,000 price for the 
Series rights may make them liable 
to be held up for staggering fees 
not only by other sports promoters 
| but by talent, producers, directors 
and practically all creative person- 
nel in the industry. Promoters of 
the upcoming Joe Louis-Ezzard 
‘Charles heavyweight championchip 


' fight, for example, may argue that 


‘if the World Series is worth $800,- | 


000 to TV. then their fight should 
/be worth a comparable amount. As 
a result, TV execs fear the Series 
deal may eventually price them out 
of business. 

| Gillette finally nailed down the 
|rights, after a month of intensive 
bidding, by matching a bid of $800,- 
| 000 put up by the DuMont web. 
‘presumably with the backing of 
‘Chevrolet, just before the 5 p.m. 
|deadline Saturday (19). Under the 


‘contract held by Gillette and the 
Mutual network with Baseball Com- | 
Chan- | 


‘missioner A. B’ (Happy) 
dier’s office, the razor firm could 
| gain the rights by matching that 
\offer within the next 24 hours. 
/Since the following day was Sun- 
‘day, Gillette’s final bid was put 
through at the start of business, 
| Monday. 

Big puzzler in the trade this 
‘week is why Gillette, rather than 


\bidding against DuMont to push 


TV’s $1,000,000 Sports ‘Gates’ 


ontinued from page 1 


The major boxoffice | 


studio | 





the price up so high (Gillette paid 
‘only $200.000 for the rights in 
1949), did not. make a deal for 
DuMont to ¢arry the games. Such 
‘a deal, it is pointed out. wou'd 
have kept the price down to av- 
proximately last year’s fee. While 
Gillette would not confirm this. it’s 
reported that DuMont had offered 
to get together several times dur- 
ing the course of the bidding, but 
the razor firm said no. According 
to these reports. Gillette was al- 
readv committed to another net- 
work, which is believed to be NBC. 

Razor outfi’ is slated to huddle 
with Mutual execs next week to 
determine..which network or. .sta- 
tions will carry the Series on TV. 
Last year the games were carried 
on a pool basis and offered to any 
station on the cable that wanted 
them—but Gillette refused to nay 
the station tim: charees. If NBC, 
as has been renvorted. is already set 
to scan the Series this vear. it’s 
helieved Gillette may request that 
the web pass the time costs on the 
plea that it has already laid out 
so much money for the rights. Or 
'Gillette could presumably line up 
the voo] pickup again. 

Now that the bidding excitement 
is over, mearwhile, TV execs as- 
sert that the actual winner emerg- 
‘ing from the deal is Chandler him- 
self. Chandler’s contract as base- 
|ball’s top man exvires soon and he 
imust be given 13 months’ notice 
|as to whether he’ll be re-signed or 
| dropped. Fact that he can now 
|point to the $800,000 derived from 
;the TV sale, ali of which goes into 
{the players’ pension fund, will pre- 
{sumably give him a head start in 
|renegotiation of his pact. 
| Gillette, incidentally, also picked 
lup radio rights to the Series for 
| $175.000 Games will be carried on 
{the Mutual AM web in line with 
|Mutual’s contract with Gillette. 


| 
| 


| Unit Review 











(EMPIRE POOL, LONDON) 
London, Aug. 15. 
Buster Crabbe production of 
lrevue in two acts. Directed and 
| staged by Buster Crabbe, assisted 
| by Ann Garri: choreography, Donn 
|Arden; aqua ballet captain, Mary 
ide Villiers; musical director, Ed- 
iward Barnes. 


| Cast: Buster Crabbe, Vicki 
|Draves, Calgary Bros. (2), Renald 
'& Rudy, Lyle Draves, Andrini Bros. 
| (2), Don Corey, Dior Dancers (3), 
Ann Garri Dancers, Betty Phillips, 
'\John Riley, Frank Foster, Dick 
| Smith, Mickey Riley, Dolly Dono- 
van, Joan Thomas, Rene Muchow, 
:The Maniacs, John Robinson, The 
_Aquaquettes, The Aqua Maids; Em- 
‘pire Pool Orch. At Empire Pool, 
Wembley, London, Aug. 15, ’50. 


| 
| Agua Parade of 1950 


| “Aqua Parade of 1950” is excel- 
lent entertainment. It’s an ideal 
short-holiday seasonal attraction at 
the mammoth Empire Pool. It 
should have little difficulty pack- 
ing the 8,000-seat Stadium for its 
five-week run. 

The entertainment combines the 
advantages of a water spectacle 
with the best ingredients of vaude, 
Formation swimming by the Aqua- 
quettes, exhibition high diving by 
Olympic champions, and an amus- 
ing exposition of the evolution of 
‘swimming by Buster Crabbe him- 
self are the highlights of the water 
show. On dry land there is a bril- 
'liant miming contribution from the. 
Calgary Bros., a top-ranking slow- 
motion balancing act by Renald & 
| Rudy, as well as a nice guitar duet. 
by the Andrini Bros. and a rhyth- 
mic dancing display by the Dior 
Trio. 

To balance the spectacular div- 
ing there is an uproarious knock- 
about exhibition by the Maniacs, 
and in another part of the show, 
one of them, billed as “The Olym- 
pic Chump,” displays his diving 
prowess against the Olympic 
champ, Buster Crabbe. The star 
puts a strong comedy line into his 
exhibition on the origin of swim- 
ming, extending from the original 
dog paddle to the American crawl. 


Production -highlights are the 
“Jungle Fantasy” and “Pirate 
Ship,” numbers in both of which 
Crabbe and femme star Vicki 
Draves have the leading roles. But, 
_as in the other spectacles, the pre- 
‘cision formation swimming of the 
Aquaquettes earns a big reception. 
| Lighting effects are varied and 
often lack sufficient contrast to 
|'emphasize the spectacle. Coloring 
‘effects are vivid and phosphores- 
cent costumes help to achieve a 
' striking note, yro. 
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For the first time, two major 
|U. S. ballet troupes will be danc- 
‘ing in England next week, giving 


LEGITIMATE VARIETY 
Boston Symph Concert ° {s ourmng y 
Troy, N. Y., Aug. 22. | ‘ 
On Kate’ Click; Lambertville R i Hue, frat ase. op hy | 
; e necord | n oliccesses I LONGON 
ni a e 3 spot last. spring with a Canadian | 
: | skating show headed by Barbara) ?: 
Washington, Aug. 22. | ing an extensive, rewrite job onthe) Ann Scott, will present the Boston + 
Washington's 6,000-seat open air!}two weeks. the first in a series of cultural pro- | 
Watergate amphitheatre, on the) 
Potomac River, may go summer 
Idea is being mulled because of the 
successful stand of “Kiss Me Kate” | 
which has grossed $31,000 for its) 
out Saturday night (19) by the 
heaviest rainstorm of the year. 
National company of the musical 
“Kate” is the first bigtime musi- 
cal ever to piay the Watergate, 
which has generally specialized in 
phony Orch, with Fortune t-allo 
bringing in stock opera for highly 
successful seasons during the past 
weeks of bookings would be re- 
quired for a real season of ouidoor 
theatre. Watergate lends itself to 
for straight spoken drama. 
Qrestion bere is whether the 
Shuberts might not be interested 
mer if the National continues in an 
impasse over its reopening ter 
plays. Milton Shubert was here 
“Kate” was doing and expressed 
satisfaction. There is even talk that 
the hardy Shubert | perennial, 
off and brought to Watergate this 
summer. , j 
Strong pull of “Kate”, which was 
nees, has been watched with great | 
interest. Audiences built steadily 
and only bad weather can hurt its 


_ 48 
Mull : W as Rensselaer Poly Sets 
atergate Strawhat Policy 
Field House, first used as a show 
Strong possibility looms that work, which is expected to take | Symphony Orchestra Oct. 17 8s Strakosch Exits Nixon; 
theatre on a big scale next year. 
first week, despite being washed | 
is now in its second week. 
pop concerts by the National Sym- 
three years. It is estimated that 10 
musicals. Physically, it ts too open 
in a season of . usicals next sum- 
during the past week to see how 
“Student Prince,” may be dusted 
booked for 14 nights and no mati- 
otherwise assured success. 


‘Brigadoon’ Record 
Lamber we. Mod. Aug: “2. 

“Brigadoon” last week hit the 
jackpot at St. John Terrell’s box- 
office to establish an all-time high 
for the local Musie Cir.as with a 
boff $17,000. The sum repres: :ts 
a new record for the arena under 
Canvas musical circuit. 

With standees and extra seats| 


Play is currently being offered 
at the Marblehead 
mer theatre, 


‘Mabel’ $11,200, Westport 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 22. 

Last week’s tryout of “Miss 
Mabel,” starring Lillian Gish, at 
the Country playhouse here, 
grossed close to $11,200 in eight 
performances. Eve Arden in “Over 
21” is this week's bill. 

Tryout of Arnoid Schuiman’s 
“My Fiddle Has Three Strings” 
will be offered next week. 





Meredith $7,400, Andover 
Andover, N. J., Aug. 22. 
Burgess Meredith in “Harvey” 
set a new record at the Grist Mill 
playhouse here last week, pulling 
in approximately $7,400 in seven 
performances. House, an 800-seat- 
er, installed extra chairs for the 
weekend showings. 


was scored a few weeks ago by 
Franchot Tone in “The Second 
Man.” Meredith, who finished his 


summer acting stint with the An- 
dover engagement, starts direc- 
torial work on the Broadway pro- 
duction of Wolcott Gibbs’ ‘‘Season 
In the Sun” this week. 

Leo G. Carroll in “Once an Ac- 
tor” is this week’s. presentation 
here. “Goodbye My Fancy,” with 
Sylvia Sidney; “Voice of the Tur- 
tle,” with Ella Raines, and “Fini- 
an’s Rainbow,” with Jerry Wayne 
and Jet MacDonald, follow in that 
order. 





‘Divorcee’ $5,300, Stockbridge 

Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 22. 
“The Gay Divorcee,”’ with Carol 
Stone, Jack Whiting and Lenore 
Lonergan, grossed over $5,300, al- 
most capacity, at the 436-seat 
Berkshire playhouse here last week 
at a $2.94 top. Current season’s 
success, generally without stars. 
has prompted producer William 
Miles to add a 12th week to his 
season. Final production, “Smilin’ 


Previous high | 


augmenting the normal 1,200 capac- Through,” will be offered the week 
jty at all seven performances start- of Sept. 4, in memory of the late 
ing last Tues. (15) through Sun. Jane Cowl, who frequently guested 
(20), the recent Broadway hit at the strawhatter. She co-authored 
squeezed an alditional 260 custom- and created the lead in the Broad- 


ers daily under the enlarged big- way production of the play. Resi- 
top. Dorothy MacNeill, Wilton’ dent performers Barbara Brady, 


Clary, James Jamieson, Bob Smith, William Roerick and Thomas Coley 
George Lipton, Howard Ross, will have the lead roles. 
Eileen Schauler, Rowan Tudor “January Thaw” is current. 


/grams. A special acoustical shell, 


(Mass.) Sum- fashioned after that at Tanglewood, | 


Mass., is being built. | 


If the attendance warrants, 


adopted. The Field House, 
for hockey and basketball, 
about 6,000. 

Charles Munch, who succeeded 
Serge Koussevitsky at leader of the 
Boston Symph, baton here. 
Munch was not available for the 
Berkshire Music Festival this sum- 
mer because of appearances 
abroad. 


will 


BALLERINA SLAVENSKA 
IN STRAWHAT DEBUT. 


Beverly, Mass., Aug. 22. 

Mia Slavenska is to make her 
American summer theatre debut 
with her own ballet company, pre- 
sented by Blake Johnson at the 
North Shore Playhouse, Beverly, 
for the week beginning Monday 
(28). 

Her program includes 
from “Swan Lake” and “Sleeping 
Beauty.” “Salome” and “Fettler’s 
Sunday,” a new American ballet. 


excerpts 


s.r.o. advance, however, it more 
than made up for in rave reviews, 


ifull page picture spreads, and lav- 


ish space in the society columns. 
Show built to a sock weekend and 
a take of $8,500 for eight perform- 
ances in the 750-seat house. 

Hiidegarde ieft for New York 
after the show Sunday night (20) 
to open in Long Beach, L. I., last 
night (Mon.), after which she does 
final strawhat stint at Richard Al- 
drich’s Falmouth playhouse, at 
Coonamessett, Mass. Immediately 
after Labor Day she starts a tour 
of over 60 one-night dates. 

Burl Ives in “Knickerbocker Hol- 
iday” opens at Olney tonight 
(Tues.) and looms as a sellout de- 
spite the competition of “Kiss Me, 
Kate” at the Watergate, Washing- 
ton. 


Odets Analyzes Staging 


a'tre man recently named manager 
policy of three concerts each sea-| of New Nixon, Pittsburgh’s new 
'son by major orchestras will be) legit site (formerly the Senator) to 
used | replace old Nixon, had to bow out 
seats _ of the job after a few days. He was 


,and also to look after an ailing sis- 


| joint ownership of Marcus Heiman 


a sock three-month season of 118 Kansas 
performances (and a $401,000 take 
at a $4.80 top) at the Winter Gar- 
den, N. Y., 
for a four-week engagement at the 
Century, N’_ Y., 
The Messrs. 
‘rok, in 
Lesser, 


Petit and 
Jeanmaire, Colette Marchand, Gor- | 
don Hamilton and Serge Perrault 
will all be back. 


work, ; 
mants,” in Paris last night (Tues.)}.| ment, which is also a guaranteed 
If ballet 
will et ] 
stay, above last season’s sensation, | lose on the Venice Festival stay, 
“Carmen. 


Pitt Manager Not Set added proof of the exportability of 
~ Pittsburgh, Aug. 22 | American art and the popularity of 
Charlie St ants veteran thea- | Pallet. Ballet Theatre, now on a 
Marie strakoscn, \five-month European tour, will 
‘open two-week engagement at 
London’s Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden, Monday (28), while 
the N. Y. City Ballet Co. begins a 
four-week tour of British provinces 
in Manchester the same date. 
N. Y. City Ballet Co. 
boff five-week season 


called to the Coast to straighten 
out the estate of his late brother 
closed a 


ter-in-law. Since that may take sev- at Covent 


‘eral months he told Gabe Ruth, | Garden Saturday (19) and is taking 


|head of syndicate which will oper-| a week's rest before its English 
ate New Nixon, that he’d have to tour. Ballet Theatre last Thurs- 
| pull out. day (17) finished a week of ap- 

So far no successor has been | pearances_ for U. S. troops and 
named. Previous legit manager German civilians In western Ger- 
here was Eddie Wappler, who held | Many, and Monday (21) inaugu- 
down job at old Nixon for four rated the Edinburgh Festival in 


Scotland fer a week’s appearance 
before dancing in London. 

Ballet Theatre tour is being 
sponsored by the American Na- 
tional Theatre & Academy (ANTA) 
in cooperation with the cultural re- 
lations section of the U. S. State 
Dept. Blevins Davis, Ballet Thea- 
tre and ANTA board member and 
City philanthropist, is per- 
sonally sheperding the tour, and 
probably absorbing most of the 
$125,000 deficit expected from the 
five-month trek. Troupe, known 
for 10 years as Ballet Theatre, has 
changed name to American Na- 
tional Ballet Theatre for the tour, 
and will retain the longer name on 
its return, with ANTA continuing 
to sponsor. 

The U. S. Army is paying for the 
week’s appearance in Germany. 
Troupe will likely break even on 
Petit the Edinburgh visit, and no loss is 
Dia- | expected on the London engage- 


years while that site was under 


and Tony Conforti. 


BOFF PARIS BALLET DU 
FOR ANOTHER N.Y. VISIT 


Les Ballets de Paris, which had 





last fall, is returning 
starting Oct. 2. 
Shubert and Sol Hu- 
association with Arthur | 
are again sponsoring. 
Founder - director-dancer Roland 
featured dancers Renee | 


Troupe preemed a new 
“La Croqueuse de 


about £2,000 ($5,600) 
But troupe is expected to 


proves 
feature it in 


a success, 
his New 


Petit one, for 
York | weekly. 


” 


Repertory will include | With a low guarantee, while visits 


“Carmen” and “L’Oeuf a la Coque,” 
from last season; “Croqueuse,” and 
another new work, “Les Demoi- 
selles de la Nuit.” 

French troupe will do a 60-city 
U. S. tour following its New York 
run. 





B’way Stage Manager Hurt 


to Holland, Beigium, Switzerland, 
Egypt and elsewhere are likely to 
be costly. N. Y. City Ballet Co. 
British visit was a guaranteed one. 

Ballet Theatre’s London engage- 
ment looms more sock than the 
N. Y. City Ballet Co.'s, with sell- 
out reported 10 days before open- 
ing. Alexander Smallens, who re- 
cently left his post as musical di- 





were featured in the burrinzg musi- 
cal. Bob Jarvis staged, with Charlcs 
Evans as decorator licking the dis- 
appearing effect with a cutout vil- 
lage appearing in a large sized 
window display box behind the last 
row of seats. Zachary Solov was 
in charge of the choreography. 
“Hit the Deck” opens tonight 
Tues.) to a goodly advance. Ann 
‘rowley, Johnny Downs, Luiu 
Bates, Coley Worth and Paul Reed 
are featured. | 





‘Sky’ Tops Bucks Season 
New Hope, Aug. 22. 

Sam Levene and Margie Hart 
gtarring in localite Moss Hart’s 
“Light Up the Sky” proved to be 
a bonanza that topped any of the 
Bucks County playhouse’s other of-_ 
ferings except Faye Emerson in 
“Parisienne.” Other than the 
opening Monday (14) it was turn- 
away trade all week for the show- 
biz comedy, which was admirably 
staged by Sam Levene, who also 
repeated his original role. He had 
topnotch support from Miss Hart 
as his iceskating star spouse, and 
Jane Middleton as the temper- 
amental star. 

Last night (Mon.) Lionel Stander 
in “Born Yesterday” featuring 
Ruth Mundy, opened as the 12th 
bill of the season. Bucks trade 
has perked consistently since a fal- 
tering opening month in June. 





‘Desert’? SRO 15G, Hyannis 
Hyannis, Mass., Aug. 22. 


Richard Aldrich’s Music Circus | 


here took in an SRO $15,000 last 


week with its tent production of | 


“Desert Song.” “The 
Widow” is current. 
The tent-show operations winds 
p its highly successful first season 
abor Day weekend. 


Merry 





‘Web and Rock’ $7,500, Spa 

Saratoga, Aug. 22. 
Preem at the Spa Summer the- 
atre here last week of Lester Co- 
hen’s adaptation of Thomas Wolfe’s 
“The Web and the Rock,” starring 
Kay Francis, rang up around $7,- 
500 gross. The 570-seat playhouse 
was scaled at a $3 top. Take was 
only exceeded this season by the 
little more than $8,000 drawn by 
tan Warren in “Finian’s Rain- 
ww" Cohen it’s wndearatand ic dn- 


| yet to hit the Olney theatre. 
|sidering this strawhat’s sock sea- 


Tone $10,000, Sea Cliff 
Sea Cliff, L. I., Aug. 22. 
Franchot Tone in “The Second 
Man” set a new house record at 
Sea Cliff Summer theatre last 


, week, taking in a little over $10.- 


000. House, which ends its third 
season in two more weeks, is doing 
much better business this 
than it did last season, according 
to producer Thomas G. Ratcliffe. 
Previous record holders this sum- 
mer were “Finian’s Rainbow” and 


“Over 21.” 


House is currently offering a 
tryout of John Reich’s “Barefoot at 
Cangssa,” based on Pirandello’s 
“Henry IV.” 





‘Wind’ Preem at Suffern 
Suffern, N. Y., Ang. 22.° 
“The Wind Blows Free,” 
musical with book by Charlotte 
Perry and Arnold Sundgaard and 
music by Alec Wilder, will be pre- 
sented by the Ramapo Lyric Festi- 
val at the Antrim playhouse here 
for six evening performances start- 
ing Aug. 30. Dale Wasserman will 
direct, while Herbert Ross will do 
the choreography and John Ward 
the scenery. 
Cast will include Frank Sherman 
Baker, Tom Scott, John Gregory 
and Virginia Conwell. 





Fayetteville Adds Week 
Syracuse, Aug. 22. 
Famous Artists Country play- 
house, Fayetteville, N. Y., is ex- 
tending its season a ninth week with 
the presentation next week of Faul 
Crabtree’s “Study for a Sunday 
Evening.” The author-director is 
a Syracuse U. grad and the piece 
was tried out last summer at West- 
port (Conn.) Country playhouse, 
where he was resident stager. 
Cloris Leachman, Edward An- 


| 


the cast for the season finale. 


Hildy $8,500, Olney 
Olney, Md., Aug. 22. 
Hildegarde’s “One Woman 
| Show,” although not up to record- 
| breaking stature in b.o., proved to 
| be the biggest exploitation success 
Con- 





son, the singer’s ot was on 
the slow side. What it lacked in 


year | 


new | 


drews and Nan Martin will be in! 


Gilford, N. H., Aug. 22. | 
| 


When Clifford Odets came here | 
for the tryout of his new play, 


“Country Girl,” at the Lakes Re- | 


gion playhouse, he unexpectedly 
ran into the role of director of the 
production. He discovered that 


Peter Kass was both directing the | 


play and playing the leading part, 
so the playwright decided to take 
over the staging. 

“There are difficulties in direct- 
ing your own play,” he said. “You 
‘may begin directing not the play, | 
but your ewn attitude toward it. 
And then you have a one-dimen- | 
sional result.” 


Mass. Spots Stay Open 
Worcester, Mass., Aug. 22. 
Three of the seven stock com- 
panies in this area plan to operate 
into October. Theatre - in - the- 
Round here already has bookings 
and will operate indefinitely. Rob- 
ert Daggett playhouse, Westboro, 
Mass., and Lakeside Summer thea- 
tre, Putnam, Conn., also plan au- 
tumn seasons. 
Westboro Red Barn will also con- 
tinue at least to the end of Sep- 
tember, 


‘Prostitute’ Hit in A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 22. 

_ Atlantic City Playhouse produc- 
tion of “The Respectful Prosti- 
tute” set a new record for the spot 
last week, grossing about $6,000 
for six performances. Producer 
William Robbins postponed the 
scheduled opening of “Angel 
Street” to hold the Jean-Paul 
Sartre play over for a third week. | 

Last week’s attendance topped 
the second week. Matinees are 
‘held on Wednesday and Saturday | 
only in case of inclement weather. | 
|Jean Pugsley, who replaced Pa- 
|tricia Roe after the first six per- 
formances, remains for the third 
| week, | 
| “Prostitute’ won another vic- 
tory last week when Atlantic City 
\radio stations began mentioning 
_the name of the production. Here-| 
|tofore it had been referred to over 


‘the air mysteriously as “Sartre's | S¢at spot has a hydraulic orchestr¢ 
“the | lift and the latest air-conditioning 


[controversial play,” and 
nt ane Playhouse produc- | 
on.” 


| ting out a fire in the Teller House. 


| bandaged, he 


ion the flames. 
| firemen had 


| Cheryl Crawford last season in the | 


'the Dade 


> . rector of Radio City Music Hall, 
In Central City, Col., Fire N. Y., went along with Ballet Thea- 
rhs ie . tre as conductor and musical direc- 
Central City, Colo.. Aug. 22. tor. Joseph Levine is associate 
John T. Soper, Broadway stage | conductor. Max Goberman, mu- 
manager here with Maurice Evans sical director for mary years, left 
in “Devil's Disciple,” received a) the company recently. — 
fractured leg and severe cuts of; [Lucia Chase, co-founder and co- 
the hand Friday night (18) in put-/ director of the troupe, left for Eu- 
n \ : ; rope by plane last week, after ar- 
With his leg is a cast and his hand | ranging with the American Guild 
e has continued to of Musical Artists for a basic 
handle the “Disciple” production agreement for the troupe, so that 
from a wheelchair backstage, how- she could negotiate individual 
ever, supervising the work.of his pacts with the dancers for the 1951 
two assistants. ‘season in America. Dancers had 
Talking with friends in the Teller only signed for tne Europe engage- 
hotel bar when the blaze broke out,’ ment when they left. 


Sloper ran to a second-floor room | 
‘Sheba’ Tour Opening 





and emptied 12 fire extinguishers | 
Then, when local | 
arrived, looked over | 
the scene and left, Sloper noticed | 
that the ceiling in the room was | 
still smoking, so he got a ladder | 
and began chopping a hole in the! Theatre Guild’s “Come Back, Lit- 
plaster. He lost his balance and,’ tle Sheba,” starring Shirley Booth, 
when he fell, slipped on the wet! will open its tour at the New Nixon 
floor, buckling his leg under him. | theatre here Sept. 18. That was def- 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 22. 


At the same time, he gashed his’ initely set last week, with the an- 
' hand on broken glass. 


It was dis- 
covered that several ligaments in 
his knee were torn. 


nouncement that Shirley Booth and 
‘Sidney Blackmer will be co-starred. 
| Itll play here under subscription 
‘auspices, of course. Gulla 

“ ? . “Sheba” follows another Gui 

‘Wedding Day Musical | attraction, “Oklahoma.” “Mister 

“Wedding Day,” new musica] | Roberts” had been figured as the 
with score and lyrics by Vernon Second booking, but it’s being set 
Duke and Ogden Nash and book , ack. 
by Leonard Gershe, has been op- | 


tioned by Clinton Wilder for Buttitta to Europe On 


Broadway presentation in January. . ° 
A director, cast and the financing | Lester Scouting Trip 
San Francisco, Aug. 22. 


have to be lined up. 

Wilder was associated with| Anthony Buttitta, pressagent for 
Francisco and 
“Regina.” Los Angeles Civic Light Opera 
; productions, planes to New York 
next week for a few days before 
fiying to Rome for a_ six-month 
stay. He’s due back in time to re- 
‘sume ballyhoo activities for the 
Lester legit enterprises next 

spring. 

Besides scouting for Italian films, 
operettas and plays for two Coast 
producers, Buttitta will do free- 
lance correspondence for several 
publications and work on a partly- 
ooo novel. 








presentation of Marc Blitzstein’s | Edwin Lester’s San 





New Miami House 
Miami, Aug. 22. 
This town’s first real legit house 
County Theatre Audi- 
torium, has been completed and 
is seeking opera, musical comedy 
and lecture bookings. The 2,500- 


system. 
Jerry Donovan is manager. 





Sept. 18, Nixon, Pitt 
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U.S. Leads to Return As 
Aussie ‘Streetcar’ Winds 


Sydney, Aug. 22. 


League Renews Bid For Ease On Equity 
Rules To Hypo Pop Road Revivals ssc: su: * 


Two new moves were started ¢ | Tennessee Williams drama, ends 
last week to ,hypo pop-price re-j ; its Australian engagement Sept. 8 


| ¢ ? 

‘Sunin toe thn tend. . Ona was & ro- Op /at the Royal here. The show has 

ene of the League of N. Y. Thea- | State ens Season been a big hit Down Under. 

tres proposal for modification of | The four U. S. leads, Viola Keats, 
r propo Next Week, New Haven Arthur Franz, Adele Longmire and 


Actors Equity regulations covering 
touring productions. The other New Haven, Aug. 22. | Russell Hardie, will sail Sept. 16 











was producer Arthur Klein’s plan | 
to form a circuit of converted film 
houses in various cities to play $2- | 
top shows booked out of New York. | 

The League proposition, turned | 
down last season by Equity, is fig- | 
ured to have a better chance of ac- | 
ceptance now, as the managerial 
group is understood ready to guar- | 
antee a certain number of produc- 
tions in return for union conces- | 
sions. Equity’s previous nix of the 
idea stemmed considerably from 
the fact that the League gave no 
specific assurance that the re-| 
quested waivers would result in 
any specific number of additional | 
road shows. 

When League representatives re- 
cently suggested reopening the 
question of concessions, Equity 
spokesmen reportedly made it 
clear that there would be little | 
ehance of reversal unless the man- | 
agerial group was ready to give | 
definite assurance of more touring 
productions. Although the League’s | 
new proposition is believed not to} 
include any specific guarantee on | 
the point, it is said to indicate that | 
such provision can be worked out. | 
On that basis, the Equity council 
is considering the matter. 

Extension of Week 

The League’s program as pre- 
sented last season provided for ex- 
tension of the playing week to 
seven days (where Sunday per- 
formances are legal) at no increase 
in pay, and modification of various 
other Equity regulations covering 
road employment. Although the 
situation now is regarded as com- 
plicated by the recent increase in 
the road minimum from $80 to 
$100 and various other changes in 
the rules, League members say the 
plan is still feasible provided 
Equity is cooperative. 

Klein’s plan, for which he says | 
Wall Street financing is available, ' 
calls for scaled-down productions 
of click Broadway straight plays 
and musicals. He figures on form- 
ing a circuit of converted large- 
capacity film houses, which could 
operate profitably at a $2 top. De- 
tails of the project aren’t revealed. 


Lotsa Odd Wrinkles 
With ‘Kate’ Outdoors 
At Watergate, Wash. 


Washington, Aug. 22. 





| “Call 


Shubert lays aside summer moth- | 
balls next week when “Affairs of | 
State,” Celeste Holm starrer, plays | 
a five-performance pre-Broadway 
stand, Aug. 30-Sept. 2. 

Following week, Sept. 4-9, will 
be adapted to final rehearsals of 
Me Madam,” which does a 
full-week stanza Sept. 11-16. Tick- 


et requests for this new Merman 
bombarding | 
months, | 


musical have been 
Shubert b.o. for several 
and opening ad announced SRO 
for top seats, which carried a house 
record scale of $5.40, for a poten- 
tial week’s record of $40,000. 


Other fall bookings include a| 


week of the Lunts in “I Know My 
Love,” Oct. 2-7; opening of D’Oyly 
Carte road tour; preem of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein “Burning 
Bright.” 


14 Weeks Booked 
For Gayety, Wash. 


Washington, Aug. 22. 
Fourteen weeks of bookings are 





|already set for the Gayety here as 
‘it goes into its second season as a 
legit house. The management ex- 


pects to more than double, and per- 
haps treble that figure, since the 
9th Street theatre remains Wash- 


|ington’s only legiter. 


The 14 weeks which the Gayety 
ran last spring were all with re- 


vivals or long-run tourers, but they | 
took money out of the town. House | 


will reopen Sept. 18 with one week 
of Celeste Holm in the Broadway 
bound musical, “Affairs of State,” 
and “Lost in the Stars” will run 
for one week, commencing Dec. 18. 


Theatre Guild has contracted for 
six subscription plays, each for two 
weeks, but the dates are not defi- 
nite. On the list are Lunt-Fontaine 
in “I Know My Love,” Katharine 
Hepburn in “As You Like It,” Shir- 


ley Booth and Sidney Blackmer in | 


“Come Back, Little Sheba,” 
rice Evans in 


Mau- 
“Devil's Disciple,” 


jand “Death of a Salesman.” Sixth | 


play is to be announced later. Ad- 
vance Guild applications are run- 


ning. heavy, the office here reports. | 


Gayety, with 1,468 seats, has 
done some dolling up .over the 


summer. New seats have been in-, 
| Stalled in the entire orchestra and 
ithe second balcony benches have 


For the presentation of “Kiss been removed and seats substitut- 
Me, Kate” at the Watergate amphi- ed. In addition, a new women’s 


theatre here, part of a new physi- 


ilounge has been built on the sec- 


cal production had to be built, ' ond floor. 


since the stage is not equipped to | 


fly drops. So flat facsimiles of sev- 


Jay Hornick, of the Hirst organi- 
|zation, which controls the house, 


eral of the drops and some set/is doing his own booking. Thus 


pieces suitable for outdoor pres- far, it is reported, United Booking | Hartmans Straight-Play 


entation were constructed. Some 
of these were similar to ones built 
for the show’s engagement early in 
the summer at Pitt Stadium, but 
the latter had been repainted and 
put to other use in the meantime. 

There were various problems 
connected with the actual pres- 
entation of “Kate” here. For ex- 
ample, the Watergate is situated 
on the direct air lane to the Na- 
tional Airport only a mile-and-a- 
half away. So the airport authori- 
ties as far as possible are directing 
incoming planes to runways away 
from the lane over Watergate. Al- 
so, the number of private rubber- 
neck planes has been kept at a 
minimum. 

About a mile behind the Water- 
Rate stage, which is actually on a 
barge on the Potomac, there is a 
drawbridge for river traffie. Open- 
ing night of the show the draw was 
opened twice for passing boats. 
Since then, at the management’s 
request, the’ bridge-master  ar- 
ranged for most of the river traffic 
to avoid that part of the Potomac 
between 8:30 and 11 o'clock on 
nights. 

One of the odd local angles is 
the marine gate-crasher trade. 
Every night there’s a turnout of 
deadheads in canoes, rowboats, 
power craft and even sailboats af 
both sides of the stage. One night 
a police launch even appeared, 
with the gendarmes cruising 
around among the assembled craft 

(Continued on page 52) 


|Office has declined to set any at- 
| tractions for the theatre. UBO, con- 
‘trolled by Marcus Heiman, is ap- 
|parently still hoping for a break 
‘which would permit reconversion 
'of Heimann’s National to legit, but 
'there is nothing here to indicate 
‘any change in the impasse. 


BLITZSTEIN TO STAGE 





Mare Blitzstein will stage Benja- 
man Britten’s “Let’s Make an 
Opera,” which Peter Lawrence and 
the Show-of-the-Month Club will 
present on Broadway the week of 
Dec, 11, after a four-week road try- 
out. Rehearsals are slated to start 
| Oct. 15. 


and played the narrator-lead in the 
original British production, will 
have a similar assignment with the 
U.S. edition, but a Broadway acior 
will be engaged to share the as- 
signment with him. Ralph Alswang 
| will design the scenery and Aline 
| Bernstein the costumes. 





‘Laugh’ for Oct. 9 


Leo Fuchs and Edmund 
| Zayenda, co-stars and producers 
of the musical comedy, “Laugh 
| And Be Happy,” are set to open 
| Oct. 9, at the Public theatre, N. Y. 
| Musie is by Sholom Secunda, 
ithe book by Louis Freiman. 





on the Orontes, going to London 
and possibly visiting Paris before 
returning to New York. 


Olsen-Johnson 
French’ Launches 


- Busy Hub Season 





| 
| 


Boston, Aug. 22. 


} 
| 
} 


‘Pan'-Arthur Rhubarb May Bring Shif 
In Equity Rules; Backstage Strained 


+ Possible revision of the Actors 





Mpls. Business Man 
Sponsors Legit Tour 


Minneapolis, Aug. 22. 





Wayne Fish, Minneapolis busi- 
nessman, will take another flyer 
in show production this fall, he re- 
vealed, sending out a _ traveling 


icompany of “John Loves Mary” to 


play initial bookings in 12 towns. 


| Fish sponsored a tour of “Dracula” 


‘last fall, but the venture flopped. | 


; 


He also bought into touring com- 
pany of “Desert Song” here sev- 
eral years ago and dropped an- 
other chunk when that failed to 
gain audiences. 

“John Loves Mary” tour opening 
in September, however, has been 
preceded by a summer of spade- 


|work and signing of sponsors in 


| Although Hub houses, with ex- | 


ception of strawhats,”are currently 


various towns. If it meets with 
any success, Fish plans four shows 


dark, what appears tobe a solid | a year to tour the hinterlands. 


legit season is in the offing, with 
the lid being blown off by the 
Olsen-Johnson show, “Pardon My 
French,” at the Opera House, 
| Sept. 4. The following week, Sept. 
11, the Lesley Storm play, “Black 
Chiffon,” starring Flora Robson, 
will bow into the Plymouth, and 
the same night “Season in the Sun” 
opens at the Wilbur. Latter play 
is scripted by Wolcott Gibbs, pro- 
duced by Courtney Burr, directed 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 





| 





Evans Returning 
To City Center 


Maurice Evans wil! cut short his 
“Devil’s Disciple” tour about the 


by Burgess Meredith, and will star | end of October and return to New 


Richard Whorf. 


The heavily-plugged Leland Hay- 
ward presentation of the Irving 
Berlin-Lindsay-Crouse musical, 
“Call Me Madam,” starring Ethel 
Merman, is skedded to open at the 
| Shubert Sept. 19. There is also 
the possibility that Hub theatre- 
goers will see Celeste Holm in the 
comedy, “Affairs of State,” which 
is at present pencilled in for Sept. 
18, unveiling at the Majestic. The 
Theatre Guild-American Theatre 


| Society presentation of John Pat- | 


rick’s “The Curious Savage,” bows 
into the Wilbur Sept. 24, with “Ok- 
lahoma” making its fifth visit here, 
opening the same night for a three- 
week stand at the Colonial. 

The October calendar is likewise 
heavy with Clifford Odets’ ‘“Coun- 
try Girl,” produced by Dwight 
Wiman, opening Oct, 2, and the 
| Rodgers-Hammerstein production 
of John Steinbeck’s “Burning 
| Bright,” opening the same night. 
| Others skedded for 
the Frank Loesser musical, “Guys 
and Dolls,” in Oct. 9 at the Shubert 
and a return visit of the Lunts in 
“IT Know My Love,” at the Plym- 
outh, Oct. 16. The D’Oyly Carte 
Opera Co. moves into the Opera 


_House the same night. “The Lady's | 


Not for Burning,” with John Giel- 
| gud and Pamela Brown, bows Oct. 
23 at the Plymouth, and the John 


| Candle,” with Lilli Patmer, preems 
Oct. 30 at the Plymouth. 








| 
| 


 Preem Set With ‘Scream’ 


yrace and Paul Hartman plan 


| to make their straight-play debut 
/ on Broadway this season in a new 
comedy, “The Perfect Scream,” by 
Ted Luce and H. Smith Prince. The 
yarn concerns a national conven- 
tion that takes over a hotel. 


York to resume his duties as sup- 
ervisor of the winter drama season | 
at the N. Y. City Center. He won't 
take the Shaw revival on the road 
again this season. 


Although he hasn't definitely se- | 


| lected any plays for the City €en- 


iter season, Evans is 


October are 





understood | 
figuring on confining the schedule 
to classic revivals, probably de- 
pending mostly on Shakespeare, 
Shaw, Restoration dramatists and 
possibly O’Neill. He will again 
be assisted by George Schaefer as} 
production head. 

The winter season, _ starting 
Christmas week, will include three 
two-week bookings and the spring 
season will be of similar length. 

Having failed agree on terms for 
“Detective Story,” with Ralph 
Bellamy as star, to play a _ pop- 


price engagement at the City Cen- | 


ter, the 
probably 
own productions. A director to 
head a musical comedy and operet- | 
ta production unit is still being 
sought. 


municipal spot will now 





depend entirely on its | 


, Equity rules relating to missed per- 
| formances and run-of-the-play con- 
itracts is seen as a result of the 
_Jean Arthur-‘‘Peter Pan” episode 
| last week. Two Equity leaders ex- 
pressed the opinion that such a 
‘rules change might be in order, 
| but indicated that the whole sub- 
ject would require considerable 
discussion and might have to wait 
until expiration of the new con- 
tract with the League of N.Y. The- 
atres. 

Miss Arthur’s hassle with the 
“Peter Pan” management was the 
worst actor-producer rhubarb in 
many years of Broadway history. 
It involved not only Miss Arthur 
and producers Peter Lawrence and 
Roger L. Stevens, but Equity and 
its president, Clarence Derwent, as 
well as actress Betty Field, the 
members of the “Peter Pan” com- 
pany and Miss Arthur's doctor, at- 
torney and agent. 

As it stands, Miss Arthur is due 
|to return to the cast for Friday 
night’s (25) performance, just two 
weeks after stepping out on two 


| hour’s notice on the claim of hav- 
|ing laryngitis and with a demand 
} 


for three or four weeks’ complete 
rest. The actress now has a re- 
vised contract with a four-week 
cancellation clause instead of run- 
of-the-play, and is required to pay 
any operating losses incurred by 
the show during her absence. (It’s 
figured that may involve around 
$3.000). 

With Miss Arthur signed to re- 
sume the title part in the Sir James 


|M. Barrie classic, a deal for Miss 


Field to replace her on the same 
contractual terms is cold. The 
agreement for Miss Field to take 
over the assignment was all but 
signed after the Equity council, at 
its regular meeting Tuesday (15), 
ruled that Miss Arthur’s run-of-the- 
play pact was cancelled. 
‘Tremendous’ Pressure 


{ When news that Miss Field was 


set was reported, Miss Arthur, who 

knows her only slightly, phoned 

her at her home in Stamford, 
(Continued on page 51) 


Penthouse, Atlanta, 
Will Reopen Sept. 18; 


Jacksonville Repeat 


Atlanta, Aug. 22. 





Penthouse’ theatre, Atlanta’s 
arena-type showcase atop Ansley 
hotel in midtown, will open. its 


1950-51 season Sept. 18, according 


CRONYN TAKING T0 GAB fF Elsbeth Hofmann, who manages 


the spot with her husband, Don 
Penthouse last year set a 


CIRCUIT WITH CLASSICS aaek teaaeal for star stock by play- 


Actor - director - writer 


Hume|ing 16 consecutive seasons. 


Cronyn is planning a one-nighter | son has been on the Coast this 
| Van Druten play, “Bell, Book and | 


Gib- 


tour this winter with a program summer and may operate a circu- 


of readings from 


the classics, | lar-stage playhouse in San Fran- 


somewhat similar to those done by | Cisco and possibly one in Holly- 


Charles Laughton. Having 
peared before college and cultural | 


| groups on tour with the Barter , \® oe 
' Theatre, as well as having done! this end of the business. 


some lecturing, Cronyn believes | 


| there is a huge public for the pres- | 


| entation of good dramatic and lit-| me 
. | ties. 


| 





The couple, currently starring | next handle the staging of Samson 
'in the revue, “Tickets, Please,” at | Raphaelson's “Hilda Crane,” to be 


erary classics. 

Currently. costarring with his | 
actress-wife Jessica Tandy in the 
tryout of Edmund Wilson’s “Little 
Blue Light” at Brattle theatre, 
Cambridge, Mass., Cronyn will 


BRITTEN ‘OPERA’ IN N.Y. 


the Coronet, N. Y., also have under | presented on Broadway early this 


“Red Beard,” by Walter DeLeon,| Tandy in the title part. After that, 
and have been talking to Hank’! Cronyn is committed for about a 


option another straight comedy, fall by Arthur Schwartz, with Miss | | ..+ year the Atlanta group also 


ap- | wood. 


Gibson plans to headquarter on 
Coast, while Miss Hofmann runs 
Jerry 
Appey, publicity director for Pent- 
house last year, will assist Miss 
Hofmann with her producing du- 
Robert McBride is expected 
to return as business manager, 
Company of some 10 members pro- 
vide the supporting casts. 

Penthouse, located in what used 
to be Rainbow Roof, Ansley’s night 
spot, has 450 seats. In its 36 shows, 
which numbered half a dozen re- 
turn engagements, it grossed a 
healthy $150,000 for the season. 


ran a six-week test in Jacksonville, 


Norman Delmar, who conducted 


| Ladd and Jean Parker about ap- 
| pearing in it. 


Arena Theatre Setup 
Mulled for Frisco Hotel 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 








‘may install an arena theatre this 
\fall for the presentation of in-the- 
‘round legit. Project would be 


} 


The Mark Hopkins hotel here Seaman Shifting as Treas. 


| 
| 


Fla., with a Penthouse in the ball- 
room of the Roosevelt hotel there. 
It was successful enough to war- 
|rant a reopening this season, ac- 
| cording to Miss Hofmann, who an- 
|/nounced that opening date there 
| would be Sept. 25, one week behind 
|the Atlanta debut. The plan is to 
| move shows from the local Pent- 
| house to Jacksonville. An innova- 
To ANTA Playhouse Sept. tion this season may be the produc- 


Morrie Seaman, treasurer of the | on of musicals. 


month’s work on a film script. 
Then he will complete the selec- 
tion and editing of the material 
for his reading dates, which will 
probably start in February and 
continue through the spring. 











‘operated by Don Gibson, who man- Morosco, N. Y., shifts Sept. 1 to} 


‘aged a similar operation last sea- the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y. His as- 
ison on the roof of the Ansley sistant, J. Michael Onorato, will 
‘hotel, Atlanta. Decision on succeed as treasurer, while Charles 


{whether to go ahead with the deal | Whiteman, also an assistant, will | 


‘will be reached by Hart Smith,’ remain in tha: capacity. 
‘Mark Hopkins president, by! Lep Solomo: treasurer of the 
Sept. 20. |National, N. Y., last season, takes 
The Palace hotel was previously the same assignment Sept. 1 at the 
-eonsidering an arena theatre Broadway, N Y. Incidentally, Solo- 
under Gibson’s direction, but mon was elected Sunday (20) pres- 
couldn't rearrange previous com- ident of the executive committee 
jmitments for its ballroom. jof the Hot Air Club. 


} 
i 


‘ a 
Fabray as ‘Fairy 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Preston Sturges is writing the 
book and Hugh Martin the score 


'for a musical adaptation of Mol- 
'nar’s “The Good Fairy,” for pos- 


sible presentation on Broadway 
| this season. 

| Collaborators have talked to 
Nanette Fabray about playing the 
leading part. 
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Plays on Broadway 


The Live Wire | 


Michael Todd presentation of comedy 
in three acts by Garson Kanin, staged by 
author. Setting, Donald Oenslager; cos- 
tumes, Forrest Thayer; production under | 
supervision of Kip Good. At Playhouse, | 
N. Y., Aug. 17, ’50; $4.80 top ($6 opening). 


John TobeSt St .. s+ ce«s eter Turgeon 
Ursula Pope........0.- Sheila Bond 
Mr. Finch... ....cccvese. Douglas Chandler | 
PO Sr ee Scott McKay | 
Horace Lundquist......... Rex Williams | 
Mitchell Mack .....- stewe Ned Wertimer 
Granny Schenk.......+.-- Elliott Reid 
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Since operating a revue like 
“Peep Show” obviously isn’t enough 
to consume his energies, Michael 
Todd has recently been bustling 
about the strawhat circuit with a 
straight play appropriately titled 
“The Live Wire.” He finally got 
around to bringing it to Broadway 
last week as the second regular 
production of the new season. 

Another of Garson Kanin’s affec- 
tionate yarns about a heel, the 
comedy is localed in a Quonset hut 
in Manhattan, where a platoon of 
insolvent but indomitable young 
actors live cooperatively while try- 
ing to crash show business. The 
play is well produced, expertly di- 
rected and generally persuasively 
played. But it lacks substance and, 
after -a promising first act, loses 
urgency and interest. So it seems 
a dubious bet to repeat the success 
of the author’s previous saga of a 
conniver, “Born Yesterday.” 

“Live Wire” is stuffed with fun- 
ny lines and laughable slapstick 
business, but light on plot and 
desperately lacking in a rooting In- 
terest. Not only is the principal 
character “not fit for human con- 
sumption,” but the attractive char- 
acters are all relatively minor. The 
hero. or what serves as such, is 
merely an idea, the concept that a 
communal setup can work, with the 
members sacrificing their individ- 
ual desires in favor of the welfare 
of all. Thai’s a bit impersonal and 
remote to hold audience sympathy, 
so “Live Wire” lacks emotional 
compulsion. 

The author’s inventive, deft stag- 
ing gives dimension and pace to 
the show, but the individual per- 
formances are spotty. As the ruth- 
less double-crosser who hogs a Life 
mag spread to promote himself a 
Hollywood contract, Scott McKay 


seems affectedly cute and _ too 
transparent to bamboozle the 
Quonset inhabitants or the two 


girls he makes use of and then 
discards. 
Jack Gilford scores as an irre- 
pressible jester, Sheila Bond is ef- 
fective as a shrill, trampish Radio 
City Rockette, Peggy Cass registers 
as a sardonic Life mag photog, and 
Murvyn Vye_ accents a hambo tal- 
ent agent. Pat Harrington, Peter 
Turgeon, Rex Williams, Ned Wer- 
timer, Elliott Reid and Chester 
Stratton are satisfactory as mem- 
bers of the co-op. | 
Donald Oenslager’s Quonset 
interior is playable and atmos- 
pheric, the lighting is helpful and 
Forrest Thayer’s costumes add a~ 
realistic touch. The customers’ air | 
conditioning was skimped a bit 
opening night. Hobe. 





Borned in Texas 
Festival Theatre (Sam Wanamaker- 
Terese Hayden, in association with Har- 
riett Ames) presentation of comedy in 
three acts (four scenes) by Lynn Riggs. 
Stars Marsha Hunt, Anthony Quinn; fea- 
tures Frank Tweddell, Clifford Carpenter. 
Staged by Sam Wanamaker; art director, 
Howard Bay; settings, May Callas; cos- 
tumes, Paul du Pont. At Fulton, N. Y., 
Aug. 21, ’50; $3 top. 





eee ae Frank Tweddell 
TB errr Clifford Carpenter 
CO eee eee Marsha Hunt 
ON SD Bere 9600068 Martin Newman 
OT Ree rear * Wright King 
, | Serer ... Anthony Quinn 
PEMNOMMES. cicesseced .. Joseph Boland 
Seer eee Dudley Sadler 
Se > ass. 6 400eeseueeuees Daniel Reed 
| Re ee om Jane Hoffman 


After coming up with a couple of 
clinkers in “Parisienne” and “Lady 
from the Sea,” the Festival Theatre 
is doing better with its third stock 
offering, the old Lynn Riggs com- 
edy, ‘“Borned in Texas.” This play, 
originally titled ‘Roadside’ and 
first presented on Broadway about 
10 years ago by Arthur Hopkins, 
with Ralph Bellamy as lead, is a 
lightweight, spotty show, but has 
some funny moments and generally 
adds up to a moderately pleasant 
evening. 

Another of Riggs’ familiar fables 
of turn-of-the-century Oklahoma, 
this has more comedy, in some jn- 
stances verging into farce, and less 
melodrama than some of his other 

lays. Also, it seems structurally 

tter than some of his others, with 
a story line that extends through 
three acts, instead of disintegrating 
after a promising first act. As al- 
ways, the author displays a gift of 
ng in characterization and dia- 
og. 

“Texas” is a simple folk-yarn 

shout a sort of Hopalong hero of 


| illegitimate child of rich parents. 


the 1900’s and the high-spirited | 


frontier girl who bewitches, both- 
ers and bewilders him. Between 
some rather arch and at times pain- 
fully slow passages there are 
scenes of laughable fooling and 


| occasional tender writing. But the 


presentation, as well as the script, 
is extremely uneven. ; 
Anthony Quinn has an admirably 
bullish quality as the Texas-born 
terror, although his enunciation 
isn’t always intelligible. And al- 
though Marsha Hunt is obviously 
too ladylike for the part of the hoy- 





Plays Abroad 


The Gentle Gunman 
Lendon, Aug. 5. 


Great Newport Theatre Committee pro 
duction of new play in three acts by 
Roger MacDougall. Directed by Roy Rich. 














At Arts Theatre Club, London. 

| Deoeter Caeasidy:.......... E. J. Kennedy 
| John Truethorn, K. C..... Henry Hewitt 
ge Oe eS. Louise Hampton 
| Maureen Phelan......... Maureen Pryor 
| Johnny Phelan...... »++.Victor Maddern 
Terence Suallivam...ccecoees > Robin Bailey 
EO a rrr ar . Harry Towb 
PEO. . 1.55 60 60 bed bade os Michael Golden 
Flynn aE ee" Larry Burns 
io ge. UC. See eee John Kelly 
Patey MoGuire...scesesss Edward Byrne 


denish heroine (basically the same | 


character she recently played in 
“Devil’s Disciple”), she gives an 
engagingly boisterous, perceptive 
and appealing performance. Frank 
Tweddell is believable as her prop- 
erly respectful father, Clifford Car- 
penter is amusing as her milque- 
toast former-husband and Daniel 
Reed is expressive as a disgruntled 
shantytown judge. 
Sam Wanamaker’s 
seems self-consciously antic, but 
the low-budget scenery of May 
Callas is ingeniously expressive, 
despite lighting that gives the im- 
pression of an infant playing with 
the switchboard. Incidentally, the 
house lights were dimmed before 
the audience had time to be seated 
after both intermissions. Hobe. 


Off-B’way Show 


The Son 


Theatre presentation of drama 
in three acts by William Saroyan. Dzi- 
rected by Norman Hall; settings, Walter 
L. Steinharter; lighting, Mary Gelman; 
costumes, Betty Nemitoff. At Circle, 


N. Y¥., Aug. 15, ’50 
PEC Sk tab be hs.05 8 was Oe Fs Ardelle' Odone 
Douglas... Chris Mailo 
Kathleen Doug. Forrester Martha Barber 
Dr. Willis Scott hres . Jarka Burian 
Stephen Gregory Bert Remsen 
Ann Rexford Miller 


direction 
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iS, ae to. eee Clarke Gordon 
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PUCCIO. 66. ce cctesoceece James Mallon 
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James Mallon 
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Jean O’Brien 
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Jesse Rexford, aged 17 John Mandola 
Dewey weeeeeee. Maxwell Glanville 
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Forrester Marilyn Moore 
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Pauline Palmer 
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Jean Rexford Lucas..... 
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As its second production, the 
Cirele theatre, N. Y., recently 
formed off-Broadway group, is of- 
fering William Saroyan’s “The 
Son.” New company, which uses 


central staging, handles the diffi- | 


cult assignment intelligently. 
Though «the play does have some 
capitavating moments where Saro- 
yan demonstrates his understand- 
ing of people, it’s an overwritten 
and complex job. 

The author still expresses his 
live-for-today philosophy, this time 
through the character of vaudeville 
hoofer, understandingly played by 
Clarke Gordon. In “The Son” 
Saroyan follows the vaudevillian, 
his wife, 
the early 1900's through to Hitler’s 
rise to power. 

The playwright deals most 
strongly with the character of an 


But it’s with the vaude unit that 
he offers some of his best material. 
Human frailties, the horror of war, 
ambition and the need to live for 
one’s self, are among the topics 
treated. Also brought into focus is 
a typical Saroyan-type character, 
Muggeridge, an old-timer who 
comes on the scene infrequently, 
but manages to get across a few 
sharp comments. Role is neatly 
carried by Griff Evans. : 
Among the others in the cast who 
impress are Chris Mailo, Jarka 
Burian, Bert Remsen and James 
Mallon. Norman Hall turns in a 
proficient directorial job, handling 
the complicated procedure of scene 
changes effectively. Mary Gelman’s 
lighting is also beneficial. Harlie 
Wilson’s piano accompaniment is 
okay. Play, incidentally, was pre- 
sented about four months ago in 
Hollywood. Gros. 





Denis, 75, Dancing at Lee 
dVith Ted Shawn Group 


Lee, Mass., Aug. 22. 

Ruth St. Denis, now 75, will 
make four dance appearances this 
Friday-Saturday (25-26) as guest 
artist at Jacob’s Pillow Dance Fes- 
tival, near here. Ted Shawn and 
a company of 30 will also perform. 

Doris Humphrey is to give a 
lecture on choreography at the Fes- 
tival, Monday (28). A post-Tangle- 
wood roundtable on Afro-American 
‘music and jazz will be held at the 
Music Inn, Lenox, Aug. 29-Sept. 4, 
led by Dr Marshall W. Stearns, 
of Cornell U. 


son and daughter from ~ 


After 12 years of film scripting, 
Roger MacDougall is now confin- 
ing his activities exclusively to the 
theatre, this being the first of his 
five plays to have a West End 
showing. As a neutral Scot, he 
puckishly sits on the fence weigh- 
ing impartially the pros and cons 
of the age-old differences between 
Ireland and England. -Humorous 
dialog lightens the tragic theme of 
the miseries attendant on this pro- 
longed feud, and it holds the audi- 
ence throughout. It might make 
good screen material, but its con- 
troversial nature would have to be 
tactfully « handled. 

Action is set on the border of 
Northern Ireland, where a young 
Southerner returns after three 
years in England, during the early 
days of the last war. He had aban- 
doned his mission of planting 
bombs in London, having realized 


| its futility, and settled to a steady 


job. He comes back hoping to per- 
suade his young brother to desert 
the fanatical gang of I.R.A. terror- 
ists and return with him to Eng- 
land. 

Louise Hampton has a small, im- 
pressive role as the disillusioned 
mother who has lost her husband 
to the cause and her son who dies 
from a broken back in escaping 
from the police. Maureen Pryor is 


opposingly clear-cut and ruthless 
as her daughter. revelling in ali 


the fruitless carnage. 

Of the outstanding good male 
characterizations, Robin Bailey is 
tops as the quietly convincing con- 
verted gangster and Harry Towb 
makes an effective contrast as his 
hot-headed brother. Michael Gold- 
en, as the stern leader, makes a 
credible fanatic and E. J. Kennedy 
and Henry Hewitt provide much 


lively humor as the sparring Irish | 


doctor and English judge who al- 


most agree to differ. Show owes 
much to the astute direction of 
Roy Rich. Clem. 


Don’t Lose Your Head 
London, Aug. 7. 


Wanna Paul (in association with John & 
Constance Wildberg) presentation of farce 
in three acts by E. P. 
St. John; adapted by Talbot Rothwell. 
rected by Robert Henderson. 
London, Aug. 5, ’50. 


Di- 
At Saville, 


Conkle and Irving , 


——~ re 


‘Inside Stuff—Legit 





Joe Heidt, veteran legit p.a., revealed in Pittsburgh last week while 
making the newspaper rounds ahead of “Oklahoma,” that he will no 
longer exclusively represent the Theatre Guild, where he’s headed 
_| press department for several years. 


He is going into business on his 


own, and the Guild will hire him to do national publicity and handle 
special assignments in New York on an annual retainer, using in- 


dividual agents for its different shows. 
from the Guild at its headquarters. 


Heidt is renting office space 
He’s currently doing only a few 


weeks of “Oklahoma” until Sam Weller, who has been out ahead of 
‘musical for six seasons, gets a little more rest before hitting the trail 


again. 


How the late Sam Shubert once invaded his “sick” room and harried 
him into attending a play rehearsal early in 1901 is related by Lionel 
Barrymore (as told to Cameron Shipp) in the second installment of 
his reminiscent series currently appearing in the Saturday Evening Post. 
It is an amusing anecdote, Which Barrymore accents by outlining the 
precarious position of the Shuberts then as contrasted now with the 


established power of the surviving brothers, Lee and J. J. 


Even more 


than the first installment, this one deals primarily with the star’s stage 
career, but also tells of his start in films, with such names as Mary 
Pickford, the Gish sisters, Alice Joyce, etc., under D. W. Griffith. 


Richard Skinner, producer-manager of Olney (Md.) theatre, boasts 


a unique “gallery of fame.” 


Instead of pictures, 


stars playing the 


barn theatre are following the pattern set by Tallulah Bankhead, who 
planted a brace of “Bankhead” rose bushes to mark her fortnight stint 


last season in ‘‘Private Lives.” 


end of her “Miss Mabel” run this summer with, a birch tree. 


Lillian Gish added to the collection at 


And 


Hildegarde ended hér run last week leaving behind a yew tree, planted 
with the others in front of Skinner’s private coftage at Olney’s en- 


trance. 


Leland Hayward, who’s as addicted to long-distance phoning as the 


late Florenz Ziegfeld was to wordy 
type of telephone system in his Manhattan home. 


has the very latest 
The elaborate setup 


telegrams, 


involves seven extensions, switches with signal lights for holding or 


transferring calls, and facilities for intra-house calls. 


The producer 


was concerned about the cost of having the system installed, but was 
assured that the phone company would do the job without charge, 


“Don’t worry,” 


a Bell representative told Hayward’s secretary, “with 


anyone who uses the phone the way he does, we'll make plenty.” 





| Legit Bits 


Hiram Sherman, who was sought 


by Sylvia Siegler, Lou Cooper and | 


Peter Lawrence for their proposed 
production of Benjamin Britten’s 
“Let’s Make an Opera,” sailed 
Saturday (19) for a European vaca- 
| tion . . . Cameron Mitchell, until 
recently the younger son, Hap, in 
“Death of a Salesman,” is set for 


the lead in “Southern Exposure” | 


... Oliver Rea, formerly producer- 
pard of Robert Whitehead, is out of 


publication of a tennis magazine. 
Victor Griffin, recently back from 
a two-year stint as Will Parker in 
| the London edition of ‘““Oklahoma,” 
has been signed by the Theatre 
| Guild to play the part in the tour- 


| Rosen 
| operated it as a legiter two years 


“Kiss Me, Kate,” 
wood over the weekend for a 
month’s vacation. His part taken 
over by understudy Don Mayo. 


The Warner-owned Montclair 
(N.J.) theatre, dark since Albert H. 
and Herbert J. Freezer 


flew to Holly- 


ago, will be relighted next week 
by William S. Levine as a rotary 
stock house, with “Streetcar Named 
Desire’’.as the initial bill. Levine, 


the theatre and is associated in the | Who has been operating the Cen- 


| tral, Passaic, N. J., and the Strand, 


Rockville Centre, L.I., this sum- 
mer, plans to present pre-Broad- 
way tryouts as well as stock re- 
vivals of former hits ... French- 
Canadian baritone David Atkinson, 
not Gene Barry, sang the leading 


' part of the Red Shadow in “Desert 


ing company this season. He 
succeeds Walter Donahue, who 
withdrew after being in the show | 


| since it first went on the road... 


| Mrs. William Fields, wife of the: 


| legit pressagent, has returned to 
her Sheffield (Mass.) home after 
recovering from illness in New 
| York. 


| Ward Morehouse, drama column- 
ist of the N. Y. World-Telegram & 


Bet, WOME . os. sce sacaws Harry Green 
Maisie Tankerdine.......... Lana Morris 
| Pop Tankerdine.......... Douglas Ives 
Cae: ONO... 36s%eabee0s Geoffrey Curtis | 
Ze, Ms «ss cube chaeédes Ivan_ Staff 
> SS . ee eee pray ore John Bailey | 
Constable Higgs...cccccsess- Charlies Hill 
POMeEy MIME... 5 nes pewens Rex Garner 
Beh nods Ne io be sewEs Valerie Forrest 
ee eee re Kenneth Law 


An Anglicised version of an un- 
produced American farce, “Don’t 
Lose Your Head” is saddled with 
a completely improbable theme, 
transparent situations and the most 
drab dialog encountered in a long 
time. It is a puerile offering which 
even the warm-hearted characteri- 
zation of Harry Green cannot hope 
to save. 

With an English country public 
house as the sole setting, the Amer- 
ican star plays the role of a mys- 
| terious transatlantic visitor, acting 
as agent for an Eastern headhunter 
in search of a perfect specimen to 
be decapitated, shrunk and sent 
back. The ideal head is found on 
the shoulders of the publican’s 
‘daughter. The ruler and prime 
minister of the Eastern state come 
to England to perform the decapi- 
tation ceremony, but as the scimi- 
| tar is raised, the mystery man goes 
‘into action with a flashlight cam- 
'era. He is, after all, a special agent 
of the FBI, acting in concert with 
the Scotland Yard. 
| Plausibility is rarely the strong 
point of farce, but this is little 
more than an imaginative concoc- 
tion, lacking in humor and sadly 
|limited in entertainment appeal. 
The cast cannot hope to do much 
/with such material, but they try 
hard. Harry Green uses all his 
geniality’ to bring some semblance 
iof credibility to the role, but even 
his tried technique fails tp yield 
'more than an occasional laugh. 
| Lana Morris, in her West End stage 
| debut, hardly can be judged on 
‘this performance. But she gave 
the impression that her personal- 
ity was more suited to the screen. 
The best of the supporting charac- 
terizations was from Ivan Staff as 
the Eastern potentate. 

Robert Henderson’s_ direction 
could not surmount the fundamen- 


Moore’s public house setting was 
impressive. Myro. 





a“ 


tal weakness of the play. Stanley | 


Sun, left Thursday (17) for a plane 
tour of South America, his first 
there since 1931. He’s due back 
| Sept. 1 and will write a series of 
'10 articles about the trip... 
| William L. Taub, was clipped for a 
$111 judgment last week by the 
N. Y. State Industrial Commission, 
for delinquent unemployment in- 
surance payments for his produc- 
tion of “People Like Us,” a road 
tryout flop of last season... Play 
Sponsors, Inc., has been chartered 
at Albany to produce plays in New 


Song” recently at the St. Louis 
Muny Opera . . . Jack Gilford, of 
the cast of “Live Wire,” joined 


critic Jack Keating in a TV discus- 


‘sion of the Garson Kanin comedy, 


| 
| 


i 
} 


over WNBT, New York, after the 
Broadway premiere ... John Gar- 
rity is company manager of “Par- 
don Our French” ... Sidney Kings- 
ley returned Monday (21) from 
Paris, where he powwowed with 
Arthur Koestler on his dramatiza- 
tion of the latter’s “Darkness at 
Noon” novel, 


Robert Whitehead, in Hollywood 


| to discuss a possible film buy of 


| his 


“Member of the Wedding” 
production and huddle with Donald 


| Ogden Stewart about revisions of 


York, and American Young Peo- | 


ple’s Theatre, Inec., has _ been 
chartered to conduct a theatrical, 
radio and television business . 
Richard F. Walsh was reelected 
last week president of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical 


Stage Employees, at the union's | ads for the show 
| Lubov Roudenko will 


| convention in Detroit. 


; Helen Hoerle starts pressagent- 
ing this week for the Russell 


Ben Kornzweig will succeed her as 


Critical 
.| Government-sponsored 
Our Fathers, 


| 


the latter’s “The Kidders,” is due 
back east today (Wed.) . 


Josephine Hull will play the lead 
in “Golden State,” new comedy by 
Samuel Spewack, to be presented 
by his wife, Bella Spewack .. . 
Digest reports that the 
“Faith of 
patriotic spectacle 
in Washington, misquoted Brooks 
Atkinson’s (N. Y. Times) notice, in 

Ballerina 
be in the 


’ 


| Olsen-Johnson show, “Pardon Our 
| French” . .. Klaus Kolmar, press- 
Lewis-Howard Young production of | agent at the Spa Summer theatre, 
|John Patrick’s “Curious Savage.” | Saratoga Springs, N. Y., will again 


be advance man for the Margaret 


associate to Michael Mok on “South | Webster touring repertory troupe. 
|... Irwin Shaw has withdrawn his 


Pacific’ and “Happy Time” .. . 
Incidentally, the Danish, Swedish 


|“Bury the Dead” from _ perform- 


and Norwegian rights to “Happy | ance, so that its anti-war theme 
Time” have been leased by Samuel | May not be used as “‘peace” prop- 
Taylor, who dramatized the Robert aganda to further Soviet war aims. 


Fontaine novel . . . trene Bordoni 
has been signed by Franz Steinin- 
ger for a lead in 
| Paris,” his touring operetta pro- 
duction based on Tchaikovsky 
music... Franchot Tone may play 


the lead in Irene M. Selznick’s | the cast of 


| production of John Van Druten’s 
| “Bell, Book and Candle” . . . Robert 
| Garland, N. Y. Journal-American 
drama critic, who collapsed last 
| Thursday (17) in his room at the 
| Edison hotel, N.Y., is reported in 
| Satisfactory condition at Medical 
| Arts Center, N. Y. He is said to 
| have suffered an embolism, but is 
expected back on the job in about 
| two weeks. Meanwhile, Jim 
he me is subbing as reviewer. 

Denis Green, of the Broadway 


| 
' 
| 


“Lady from) 





Although Max Gordon will 
produce the new George S. Kauf- 
man-Leueen MacGrath play, “Story 
of a Woman,” he hasn’t disclosed 
whether there’s a part in it for 
Kaufman ... Pierre Watkin joined 
“Affairs of State,” 
succeeding Russell Hicks, who 
withdrew after a heart attack... 
Harold J. Kennedy and Paul P. 
Schreibman plan operating the Las 
Palmas, Hollywood, following the 
run of the musical, “High and 
Dry,” which opens there tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 





Felix Knight to make several ap- 
pearances this fall at N. Y. hotels 
and clubs in between opera per- 
formances at at the Met. 
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VARIETY | LEGITIMATE 51 
te ROBERTA’ SOCK $28,000 P’wav Ri : - 
Total Legit Grosses ENDS LVILLE SEASON B way Biz Even, Helped by Weekend; 


The following are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’s 


boxoffice estimates for last week (the 12th week of the season) Louisville, Aug. 22. 


‘Wire’ 66 in 4, Blondes’ $46,100, 











and the corresponding week of last season: | Hampered considerably by | 
This Last threats of rain most of, the week, | 
: BROADWAY Season Season Jerome Kern’s “Roberta” brought | ‘ 
Number of shows current................ “15 13 the summer season at the hs | 4 ¢ ? 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 212 182 Prsepeningg iy e close with a 0 rts rees , 
Total gross for all current shows last week $324,200 $380,500 to 13.000 tet ad a eee | ? ’ 
ae Page S gross he nd by all shows. -.+ $4,770,600 $4,649,100 | final | week. With Gil Lamb/|_ Business held about even on, production resumed Monday night 
Number of new productions so far........ 3 2 starred, “Roberta” broke the sea-| Broadway last week. Attendance (21) for its 35th week on Broad- 
ROAD ‘son’s single-week record. “Show | Was generally off slightly the first | way; had been grossing under $20,- 
(Excluding Stock) Boat,” however, opened the season | Part of the week, but some shows | 000 before shuttering. 
Number, of current touring shows reported u 7 for a 10-day gross of $35,000.| more than overcame the difference Future Dates 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 108 116 While final returns are not in, re-| by the heavy receipts for the week-|  upony I la.” Se 18 
Total road gross reported last week.... $261,255 $203,700 sults on the season indicate that|end, when unfavorable weather Shiscte Mere: “South me ex wt. re.” 
Season's total road gross so far.. $2,862,055 $2,887,700 (the Louisville Park Theatrical | kept many would-be vacationers ing, ot. 26, Biltmore: “Black Chif- 
. Assn., operators of the Amphi-| town. Grosses will probably main- Pad ” Rent or 4ath Street: “Sea- 
theatre, will clear a profit on the | tain the present pace until Labor 0)’ ;) the ‘Sun * Sept. 28 C 

















Chi Up a Bit With Good Weather: 
Roberts’ $19,300, ‘Ear’ 17446 Again 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Legit business improved slightly 
in Chicago last week with the 
second consecutive weekend of 
cool weather, but boxoffice was 
hurt some Saturday night (19) by 
the Chi Tribune’s Zist annual 
Musie Festival, with an attendance 
of around 75,000. “Mr. Roberts” 
continued as the local pacemaker. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Lend An Ear,” Great Northern 
(21st wk) ($4.94; 1,500). Held about 
even at $17,500. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (3d 
wk) ($3.71; 1,334). Registered a 
nice rise to $19,300. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (15th) 
wk) ($3.71; 1,000). Up a trifle to 
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‘Annie’ Bullseye $51,000 


Holdover, Pitt Stadium, 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 22. 


season at Pitt Stad'um was “Annie 
'Get Your Gun,” which’ last week 
ldrew around 42,000 people and 
‘hung up a gross of $51,000. It 
was 
“Kiss Me, Kate,’ which = got 
$67,000. ‘Annie’ would have been 
‘mueh nearer that figure had it not 
been for a bad break in weather 
over the weekend. 
Saturday (18-19) were both threat- 


Next to biggest click of summer | 


topped only by the opener, | 


Friday and} 


Day, then start spurting. 


Sept. 28, Cort; 


1950 series. Plans for the 1951 “Aff ; ‘ 

: ssi ae ee . : ‘ ; Affairs of State,” Oct. 2, Royale; 
season are still indefinite, depend-| The week's only closing was “Gijaconda Smile.” Oct. 3 Ry + ea 
ing upon the war and economic | “Lady from the Sea,” which ended | «Way Things Go,” Oct. 6, unspeci- 
situation. a scheduled two-week stock en-| fied theatre: “Call Me Madam,” 


Other shows comprising the sea- 
son were “Chocolate Soldier,” 
“Bloomer Girl,” “New Moon” and 
“Merry Widow.” 
\in charge of productions, with 
John McManus as musical direc- 
tor; Eddie Scanlon, stage director; 
Ray O’Brien, choral director; Rollo 
Wayne, technical director; Walter 
Johnson, stage manager, and Vir- 
ginia Johnson, choreographer. 
| No performances were lost due 
to weather conditions, although 
some shows were interrupted for a 
time due to light showers. 


‘Vagabond $65,000, 
Salesman 21G,L.A. 








Denis DuFor was | 


gagement at the Fulton, and was 
succeeded Monday night (21) by 
“Borned in Texas” as the third and 
semi-final bill in the Festival The- 
atre’s eightsveek revival 
No shutterings are set this week, 
but ‘“Where’s Charley?” folds Sept. 
9 and various others will follow 
when the new season productions 
begin pushing out the lower-gros- 
| sing holdovers. ‘Texas, Li'l Dar- 
lin’’”’ reopened Monday night after 
a summer vacation. 

| The total gross for all 15 shows 


| last week was $324,200, or 71.88% | 


of capacity. The previous week's 
total gross for 15 shows was $335.,- 
| 200, or 71.49% of capacity. 

| Estimates for Last Week 


| Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 


CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


| M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


season. | 


Other parenthetic figures refer, | 


Oct. 9, Imperial; “Curious Savage,” 
Oct. 10, Booth; “Legend of Sarah,” 
Oct. 11, Fulton; “The Barrier,” 
Oct. 14, Mansfield; “Burning 
Bright,” Oct. 16, unspecified thea- 
tre; “Relapse,” Oct. 23. unspecified 
theatre; “Country Girl,” Nov. 6; 
“Lady’s Not for Burning,” Nov. 8; 
“Guys and Dolls,” Nov. 9, 46th 
Street; “Ring ‘Round the Moon,” 
Nov. 23, Martin Beck; “Out of This 
World,” Nov. 30, Century; “Bless 
You All,” Dec. 14, Hellinger. 





Pacific $83,155, 


New Frisco Mark 


$10,300. ening. In fact, it did rain hard ; Ps, San Francisco, Aug. 22. 
| Friday before the end of first act Los Angeles, Aug. 22 eae pate: Se ghd | Local legit, with a trio of hits. 
: iand the remainder of the perform- te a eer Sea C; ri it current, hitting the hottest pace i 
traw t ryouts ‘ance had to be called off, although Town’s total legit take topped imcludes 20% amusement tax, but S ng the Ye est pace 
THIS WEEK there were no refunds, inasmuch | $184,000 last week as three musi- | grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of years. “South Pacific,” in its third 
oe ee a ton 25 enough of the show had been | cals and “Death of a Salesman” taz. week at the Opera House here, hit 
Angels Unaware’ — Pompton | civen. | weathered a hot spell neatly. Top| “Cocktail Party,” Miller (31st}a new record, but is due to take 


Lakes (N. J.) Summer theatre (21- 
26). 

“Autumn Age”—Boothbay (Me.) 
playhouse (22-27), 

“Barefoot at Canossa”’—Sea Cliff 
(L. I.) Summer theatre (21-26). 

“Check 
wood theatre, Chestertown, N. Y. 
(20). 

“Crimes and Crimes”’—Cohasset 
Mass. playhouse (21-26). 
Tower 


and Double”—Blythe- | 


| Public demand for “Annie” 
tickets was so great that for first 
time 
Stadium productions, 


cided to hold over a booking for | 


an extra three days. 


‘Pan’-Arthur 


Continued from page 49 














in five-year history of the, 
it was de-| 





tally went to “The Vagabond King” 
in the huge Hollywood Bowl, for 
a scant six-day run ending Sunday 
| (20). 

| Estimates for Last Week 
“Death of a Salesman,” Biltmore 
| (3d wk) ($3.60; 1,636). First week 
off the Theatre Guild subscription 


list registered over $21,000, prof- | 


itable and pleasing for this drama. 
| “Rose Marie,” Philharmonic Aud 
| (3d wk) ($4.80; 2.670). Up another 


wk) (C-$4.80; 940; $21,600). Previ- 


|ous week, $11,400; last week, over | 


$12,300. 


| “Death of a Salesman,” Morosco | 


| (80th wk) (D-$4.80; 914; $23,800). 
Previous week, $12,200; last week, 
$12,300. 

| “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (37th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
$48,244). Previous week, $45,200; 
last week, topped $46,100. 


in even more coin when the cure 
rent reduced-rate subscription pe- 
riod is over. 

| “Summer and Smoke” bowed to 
‘favorable reeeption at the Geary 
| last week, while “Lost in the Stars,” 
|at the Curran, mes a steady keel 
| on its second week. 

Estimates for Last Week 


| “Lost in the Stars,” Curran (2d 
wk) (4.80; 1,771). Nifty $36,100. 


“Don’t Be Upset” —Ivyv } “H ” Wx “ 

“I r | “ane tg tol appy Time,” Plymouth (30th South Pacific,” Opera House 
layhouse, Speing Lake, N. J. (22°) conn, and begged her not to| the black scetbanenteidicasadtae wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). pre- | (3d wk) ($4.80; 3,252). Set new rec- 
oe “take my part away from me.” |  «pesert Greek Theatre | Yious week, $17.700; last week.’ ord with $83,155 in the till, but will 


“Homeward Look’—Show Shop, 
Canton, Conn. (22-27). 

“Lightning in December”—Ford 
theatre, Verbank, N. Y. (23-28). 

“Little Blue Light”—Cambridge 
(Mass.) playhouse (22-27) (Re- 
view in VARIETY this week). 

“Of Sugar and Spice”—Old Town 
theatre, Smithtown Branch, L. I. 
(21-26) (Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 


Subsequently, Miss Arthur sent a 
| wire to Equity, calling its ruling 
‘against her “arbitrary, unjust and 


Song,” 
| (1st wk) ($3.60; 4,400). Okay $45,- 
| 000 for this veteran. 


“Vagabond King,’ Hollywood 


| $17,500. 


| “Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (85th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,361; $38,000). Previous 


unfair,” and demanding a special | Bowl (1st wk) ($3.60; 22,100). Mixed | week, $35,500; last week, $35,300. 


|meeting to reconsider the matter. | notices held it to a slow start, but | 


| President Derwent and execu- 
|tive-secretary Louis M. 
made an appointment to see the 
actress Wednesday afternoon (16), 


lit built to a stronger finish 


nights was below operating costs. 





“Live Wire,” Playhouse (1st wk) 
| (C-$4.80; 819; $18,740). : Garson 


Simon | although the $65,000 tally for six| Kanin play, presented by Michael 


| Todd, opened Thursday night (17) 
|to three favorable notices (News, 


top that when the San Francisco 
Civie Light Opera Assn. subscrip- 
tion period ends. 

“Summer and Smoke,” Geary 
| (Ist wk) ($3.60; 1,551). Opened te 
okay $15,500. 


R.GH. FESTIVAL GETS 





50) or ‘ ? . | Mirror, Compass), three negative ‘ 
ie Fo om ieatan<iliate mint) but pond waiting A. ogee 4 Dreams $6,200, Toronto; | (Herald Tribune, Journal-Ameri- $46,200, ST. L. MUNY 
playhouse, Guilteed,Comn..<8i-96)| 7%, 67 Woes neeteees Snes oe /can and Post) and one so-so tate 


(Reviewed in Variety this week). 

“One’s a Crowd” — Stamford 
(Conn.) Summer theatre (23-25). 

“See How They Run”—Lakeside 
theatre, Putnam, Conn. (22-27); 
Monomoy theatre, Chatham, Mass. 
(23-26) (Reviewed in Variety, July 
19, °50). - 

“Touch Not My Pocket”—School 
of the Theatre, Gloucester, Mass. 
(25-26). 

“Web and the Rock”—Marble- 
head (Mass.) playhouse (2t-26) (Re- 
viewed in VARIETY, Aug. 16, '50). 

You Have to Be Crazy”—Chapel 
playhouse, Guilford, Conn. (21-26). 
(Reviewed in Variety this week). 

NEXT WEEK 

“Barn Dance”—Millstream play- 
house, Sea Girt, N. J. (29-3). 

“Box Office’”—Lakeside theatre, 
Lake Hopatcong, N. J. (29-3). 


and her agent, Jules Stein, of Mu- 
sic Corp. of America, were con- 
ferring with Lawrence and Stevens 
and the latter’s attorney, Irving 
Cohen, of the Howard Reinheimer 
| Office. , 

| At that session, Miss Arthur's 
| representatives 
| tremendous pressure on the pro- 
|ducers to take back the star, 
| threatening suit for damage to her 
|reputation and mismanagement af- 
'fecting her $25,000 investment in 
| the production. Lawrence is under- 
| stood to have favored going ahead 
|and signing Miss Field, but was 
‘apparently overruled by Stevens 
!and Cohen. 

| Situation backstage at the Im- 
/perial, N. Y., when Miss Arthur 





reportedly put, ‘ - 
-|In this pre-Broadway tryout, all | hiatus; last week, $24,400. 


To Layoff for Recasting 


Toronto, Aug. 22. 
In ahead of the regular season 
and competing with the finest 
weather this summer, “The Devil 
Also Dreams” grossed a mild $6,- 
200 last week at the 1,525-seat 
Royal Alexandra here, at a $3 top. 





| Toronto critics rapped the writ- 
‘ing, but praised Claire Luce, 
' Bela Lugosi, Francis L. Sullivan 
and Richard Waring, all of whom 
' get equal star billing. - Reginald 
Denham, director, and Fritz Rotter 


and Elissa Rohn, play’s authors, | 


| were all up here for doctoring and, 
‘during the Toronto engagement, 


| lopped off some 20 minutes of play- | 


‘ing time, including a new third- 
‘act ending. 
| “Devil Dreams” goes from here 


“Check and Double” — Biythe- returns to the cast next Friday | ; Montreal. then lays 
wood theatre, Chestertown, N. Y. night may be strained, as others of | age aatys cor Recngae © ies ae ae 


(27). 

“Homeward Look”—Show Shop, 
Canton, Conn. (29-2). 

“Man Who Grew Yuunger”’— 
Ford theatre, Verbank, N. Y. (30-4). 

My Fiddle’s Got Three Strings” 
~—Westport (Conn.) Country play- 
house (28-2). 

“Nothing Serious’—John Drew 
theatre, East Hampton, L. I. 28-2) 
(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 2, ’50). 

“See How They Run’’—South- 
bury (Conn.) playhouse (29-3) ‘Re- 
viewed in Variety, July 19, °50). 

“Sodom, Tennessee” — Hayloft, 
Allentown, Pa. (28-3). 

“Story for a Sunday Evening”— 
Famous Artists Country playhouse, 
Fayetteville, N. Y. (28-2) (Reviewed 
in Variety, July 20, ’49). 


‘the company are said to have sided 
‘almost unanimously with the man- 
agement in the dispute. In fact. 
‘when Miss Arthur sent word 
'Tuesday night asking the cast to 
/come to her hotel to hear her side 
‘of the matter, only four members 
of the dancing ensemble accepted. 
| Others took the position that their 
union, represented by Derwent, 
\had spent two hours with her the 
| previous Sunday, and the council 
|had subsequently cancelled her 
| contract. 
| According to witnesses, Boris 
' Karloff, costar of the play, made a 
‘vehement speech at the cast meet- 
ing, denouncing Miss _ Arthur's 
| “irresponsible” actions in quitting 
notice and _ thereby 


‘grossed’ about $6,000. 

“Member of the Wedding,” 
Empire (33d wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; 
$24,000). Previous week, $13,900; 
| last week, $14,200. 
| “Mister Roberts,” Alvin (126th 
iwk) (CD-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). 
Reopened Aug. 14 after four-week 





i 
| 
| 


“Peep Show,” Winter Garden 
| (8th wk) (R-$7.20; 1,519; $53,000). 
| Previous week, $38,600; last week, 
| $39,000. 

(M-$4.80; 1,400; $34,500). Previous 
| week, $25,900; last week, with Jean 
| Arthur out of the cast, $21,300. 
“South Pacific,” Majestic (7l1st 
| wk) (M-$6; 1,659; $50,186). Has 
never had an empty seat or less 
‘than the standee limit at any per- 
| formance; almost $50,800 again. 

| “The Consul,” Barrymore (23 
'wk) (M-$4.80-$6; 1,066; $28,000). 


“Peter Pan,” Imperial (17th wk) | 








‘current stars. According to H. ; 
| Clay Blaney, producer, the piece Previous week, $12,900; last week, 
_delphia prior to Broadway booking.| “Tickets, Please,” Coronet (17th 
| wk) (R-$4.80; 998; $26,000). Pre- 

Current Road Shows | nearly $14,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
ke» of State” — Shubert, | Previous week, $30,200; last week, 
|N. H. (30-2). almost $30,300. 
more, L. A. (21-2). | (D-$4.80; 1,214; $33,000). Reopened 

“Devil’s Disciple”—Opera House, | aug. 14 after-four-week layoff; last 
Santa Barbara (1-2). : | 2 

“Kiss Me, Kate” — Watergate) «Lady From the Sea,” Fulton 
munity, Hershey, Pa. (28-30); Lyric, | vious week, $6,900; last week, $5,- 
Allentown, Pa. (31-2). |400; closed Saturday night (19) 


| will then go into Boston and Phila- | $13,500. 
vious week, $14,000; last week, 
(Aug. 20-Sept. 2). (96th wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $38,700). 
“Death of a Salesman” — Bilt- | “Wisteria Trees,” Beck (17th wk) 
Central City, Col. (21-30); Lobero, | week, $12,300. 
Stadium, Washington (21-27); Com-' (94 wk) (D-$3; 976; $15,092). Pre- 
“Lend An Ear”—Great North- after 16 performances; “Borned in 


With one performance Thursday 
(17) cancelled because of a cloud- 
| burst that soaked 11,123 payees, 
, the Rodgers and Hammerstein 
, musical festival, featuring tunes 
and dances from “Allegro,” “State 
Fair,” “South Pacific’ and “Okla- 
/homa,” wound up its seven-night 
‘stand in the Municipal Theatre 
Assn’s alfresco playhouse in Forest 
Park, Sunday (20) with a hefty 
b.o. score. 

A new attendance record (12, 
123) for a single performance was 
hung up on the last night. I¢ 
topped the previous high (12,027) 
registered July 29 and again on 
| July 30 during the run of “Desert 
Song.” In addition to the lost 
, performance, the piece was beset 
by cold and threatening weather, 





d » However, a total of 66,000 custome 


_ers laid an estimated $46,200 on 
the line, 


With the orch augmented to 
70, the _ principals, Marguerite 
Piazza, Edwin Steffe, David Polari 
and Winifred Heidt in the warbe- 
ling stints and Virginia Gibson, 
John Butler and Genia Melnit- 
chenko in dance specialties 
copped plaudits from the crix an 
payees. Lyricist Oscar Hammer- 
stein, II, won a solid mitt for his 
spiel front the apron opening night. 
Illness prevented composer Richard 
Rodgers from making a skedded 
appearance, 

Wheeling into the final two 
weeks of the season, “Carousel,” 
another Rodgers-Hammerstein mu- 
sical, opened a two-week stand 
last night (Mon.) before a mob of 


“Vicious Circle’—Pocono play-|on short 
house, Mountainh Pa. (28-2). |; ra lov t of em, Chi. (21-2). . | Texas” opened Monday night (21) | 10,400 that braved chilling tem- 
“Wind Blows Free” — Tote |v ett. oymens ©" “Lost in the Stars”—Curran, | as the third stock offering of Festi-| perature. The gross was approx- 


playhouse, Suffern, N. Y. (30-4). 





Kipnis ‘Faust’ Preem 


With Miss Arthur out of the cast | 


and Barbara Baxley playing the 


| part as understudy, receipis for | 


| val Theatre. 

“Medium” and “Telephone,” 
Arena (5th wk) (M-$3; 500; $10,- 
600). Previous week, $6,400; last 


_S. F. (21-2). 
“Mister 
Chi. (21-2). 

“South Pacific’—War Memorial, 


Roberts” — Erlanger, 





imately $5,000. It is the first time 
the piece, presented here at the 
American theatre in 1947, has been 
produced by any other company 





A new abridged version of the Barrie fantasy dropped about §, F. (21-2). J week, about $6,200. than the Theatre Guild. Virginia 
Gounod’s “Faust” is to be preemed | $4,600 last week, with the differ-| “Summer and Smoke” — Geary, Reopening Haskins, a former native, Mario 
by Alexander Kipnis’ Opera Group ence mostly evident at the eve- S. F. (21-2). " “Texas, Li'l Darlin’,” Hellinger| De Laval, Diane Keith, Louise 
at White Barn Theatre, Westport, ning performances when the pa- “Two Blind Mice”—-Harris, Chi. | (M-$6; 1,543; $42,000). After a five-| Larabee. Kenneth Mackenzie and 
Conn., Sunday (27). ‘tronage is largely adult. 1 (21-2), Dusty Worral play the leads. 


we 


} week layoff, the Anthony B. Farrell 
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Strawhat Reviews 


The Little Blue Light 
Cambridge, Aug. 14. 


Brattle Theatre presentation of drama 
in three acts (four scenes) by Edmund 
Wilson. Stars Jessica Tandy and Hume 
Cronyn. Directed by Albert Marre; set- 
tings, Robert O’Hearn. At Brattle theatre, 
Cambridge, Aug. 14, °50. 


Gardene?.... 2... cers c 00 Albert Marre 

Judith TTP oe Jessica Tandy | 

von Gandersheim......... Hume Cronyn 

a 5 vwak «ete one Paul Ballantyne | 
is é.cae 


If there is a real trend toward 
lays with solid intellectual and 
iterary value, such as “The Cock- 
tail Party,” Edmund Wilson’s “The 
Little Blue Light,” properly edited, 
cast and produced, gives every in- 
dication of being a potential hit. 

Wilson, whose first play this is, 
he-e tells the concentrated and 
ofcen visionary story of four char- 
aciers’ conflict not only with the 
sinister cultural and political forces 
o- a not-too-distant future, but 
with the social and_ intellectual 
forces within themselves. They 
are the editor of a liberal maga- 
zine forced to make his last stand 
against insidious pressure groups; 
his wite, a brilliant neurotic who 
empioys every device to kill her 
husband's faith in himself; an ef- 
fete returned expatriate who finds 
a father image in the editor, and 
a young man of the old school-tie 
tradition who succumbs to _ the 
po itical ideology of a super dicta- 
tor. 

The young man, in the end, fol- 
lowing an affair with the wife, con- 
fronts the editor with his final 
choice in making a stand against 
a pressure group, and in the ensu- 
ing crisis causes the death of the 
editor, wife and expatriate with a 
futuristic weapon that explodes 
when excited by brain waves of 
anger. A _ fifth character, who 
proves to be the Wandering Jew, 
acts throughout as a chorus, and 
in the epilogue cues in the title 
as .e blue light of hatred. 

\lthough there is considerable 
al -gory in the characters and a 
good deal of advanced symbolism 
throughout, those in the know will 
not have to look too hard for the 


living prototypes of most of the 
characters. Moreover, there are 


various associations; the character- 
ization of the young man, for in- 
stance, being one of the most illu- 
minating explanations of the Alger 
_ type of deviation to appear so/ 
ar 

The lines, often touched with sar- 
donic wit, are unfailingly interest- 
ing despite their occasional quality 
of talkiness, and they touch sharply 
on everything from the power poli- 
tics of a religious group the play- 
wright calls the “Children of 
Peter” to the funeral racket, from 
the antecedents of sexual deviation 
to the technique of political domi- 
nation. It is, in short, dialectics 
at its most literate and stimulating 
level. Whether the audience agrees 
with or even gets the  play- 
wright’s abundant observations on 
everything, makes little differ- 
ence; it is impossible to be un- 
aware that a Qrilliant, angry and 
persuasive mind is speaking. And, 
in the several scenes of very power- 
ful melodrama, it is impossible to 
be unaware that the playwright’s 
instinct, if not always his stage 
technique, is sound and sure. 

Jessica Tandy’s characterization 
of the wife, the prototype of all the 
Jezebels of history, is of great ten- 
sion throughout. She never lets 
the audience forget, even in her 
feigned moments of tenderness or 
‘femininity, that she is wholly evil, 
wholly dedicated to destroying her 
husband’s manhood. Hume Cronyn, 
in the even more difficult role of 
the expatriate, draws a memorable 
portrait without ever descending 
to obviousness. Together. they 
carry the play, for despite the high 


920,000 WORTH 


of drapes, 
cycloramas, 











curtains, travelers, 
platforms, props, 
and portal, 4 weeks old, from im- 
portant Broadway production. 
For sale at $6,000. For infor- 
mation, call BRyant 9-9727, Suite 
1124, 33 W. 42, New York City. 


AS. Robert Fletcher | 








, level of the acting of Paul Ballan- 
|tyne as the editor, Robert Fletcher 
as the young man and Albert 
Marre as the timeless character, 
‘they do not have the necessary 
finesse these exacting roles de- 
mand. Only a perfect, all-star cast 
can handle this play, and even then 
the problems are considerable. 
As for Wilson’s script, some 
cutting is unquestionably neces- 
sary, though it would be hard to 
judge which lines can best be sac- 
rificed. The editor’s lines are flawed 
to some extent by the over-use of 
profane expletives, and it is not 
any too certain he has caught the 
sound of the mid-west in his lines 
for this character, but on the whole 
it would seem that the play will 
have to stand or fall on its merits 


as presented here. 

The two settings are adequate 
for summer theatre and the pro- 
duction likewise, while Albert 


Marre’s direction of this obviously 
very difficult and largely static 
play is more than adequate to make 
this world premiere a first class 
event. There are no plans, appar- 
ently, to move this into Broadway, 
incidentally. It is having a fort- 
night’s run here, however, to near- 
capacity for a weekly take in the 
neighborhood of $4,200. Elie. 


Best of Spirits 
Mahopac, N. Y., Aug. 11. 


Putnam County 
of comedy by Joel Turner 
beth Lawrence and John Sears. Directed 
by Jill Miller. Setting by Ken Bloomer. 
At the Putnam County Playhouse, Ma- 
hopac, N. Y., Aug. 11, ’50; $2.20 top 
Graustark ; John 


Playhouse presentation 
Features Eliza- 


Sears 


Miss Reede . Elizabeth Lawrence 
Mme. Monella ee Mary Hayden 
OT Sea re ee Bart Burns 
PEER. bie cstees dee ees John Koch 
Sere cre Tom McDermott 
Mr. Littlemam...cceceess Mac Gress 
Elaine Connie Simons 
re... 6k cesewes George Spelvin 
One Trustee......... Roland von Weber 


George Spelvin 
Carl Paniconi 
Tom WNMecDermott 


Two Trustee saeee’ 
Three Trustee...... 
Papa 


This fantasy by playwright Joel 
Turner appears to have the poten- 
tial for a stage or screen success. 
This play isn’t for the theatregoer 
who insists on realism, but it pro- 
vides a welcome diversion for 
those who would just as leave for- 
sake reality in these grim days. 

Ghosts mingle freely with flesh 
and blood characters in Turner’s 
comedy and for the most part seem 
to get on very well together. The 
young playwright argues with some 
degree of logic that notMing is more 
absurd than the reality of today’s 
world, and that the spirits who 
float about in his creation are not 
at all out of place. 

The setting is an apartment in 
an old house in New York in which 
murder has been committed. As 
the curtain opens, Elizabeth Law- 
rence as Miss Reede, a new tenant, 
enters the furnished apartment 
with John Sears as Graustark, the 
landlord. 

The landlord, and the audience, 
learn from Miss Reede 
father directed in his will she must 


become a medium before inherit- | 
ing the income from his estate. Al- | 


though Papa couldn’t take it with 
him, he still hoped to direct the 
spending of his money after his 
daughter established communica- 
tions with him in the spirit world. 

Mme. Monella, a spiritualist, has 
been engaged by the trustees of 
the estate to aid the girl in estab- 
lishing contact with her father in 
the world beyond. Mary Hayden 
handles the Mme. Monella role 
well and Miss 
as her student. 

The girl and her instructor are 
visited by detectives before they 


have time to unpack. A Mr. Ren-| 
| Lancaster. . At - be 
- | house, Malden Bridge, N. Y., Aug. » D0; 
apartment has disappeared mys- | ’ 


shaw who formerly occupied the 


teriously. Mme. Monella offers 


her spiritualistic services, accepted | 
the detectives, in| 


reluctantly by 
locating Renshaw. 

Seances and manifestations are 
the order from here on in as the 
author gives his imagination free 
rein. Even Papa appears, together 
with the shades of Renshaw, his 
sweetheart Elaine and _ assorted 
other occupants of the old house. 
before matters come to a satisfac- 
tory conclusion. 

There’s a “live” romance, too, 
between Miss Reed and the land- 





ene 
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DADE COUNTY THEATER AUDITORIUM 


Open Dates Now Available for 


2PERAS — MUSICALS — LECTURES 


‘YDRAULIC ORCHESTRA LIFT — FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED — SEATING 


For Dates Write: JERRY DONOVAN, Manager 
Room 1400, County Courthouse, Miami, Florida 


LATEST !! 
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ITY 2,500 


OF RADIO CITY” 
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Lawrence is good! 


lord, Graustark, capably portrayed 


by John Sears, Mme. Monella, it 
develops, has had past connections 


with the spirits who float about. 


the premises, having been employ- 
ed as a maid in the old house. 

Playwright Turner employs a 
subtle sense of humor in telling 
the story, but a few more good 
lines like those in the first act 
could be used to advantage in the 
succeeding stanzas. Taken as a 
whole, however, the script is airy 
and entertaining. 


Worthy of special mention are | 


Tom McDermott as Stanley, Bart 


Burns and John Koch as the detec- | 
tives and Mac Gress as Mr. Little- | 


man. Connie Simons, George Spel- 


vin, Roland von Weber and Carl 
Paniconi also are good in lesser 
roles. Medo. 


The Golden Cuekoo 


Provincetown, Mass., Aug. 8. 

Provincetown Playhouse presentation of 
new comedy in three acts (three scenes) 
by Denis Johnston Directed by Charles 
Werner Moore Settings, Virginia Thoms 
and Janet Owen; costumes, William Rob- 
erts. At Playhouse, Provincetown, Mass. 
Mrs. Golightly cis ace cee Virginia Thoms 
Mr. Pennywise....... .ewis Wells 


REP. BOGUSY.. vc cvcees Joseph Gaudreau 
Mr. Pull -» Paul David Lukather 
Mrs. Vanderbilt..... Lois Fern 
Mr. Dotheright........ Robert Yasgur 
> aaa Charles Moore 
war. SSQUEE?. . ceccwnes William Roberts 
Guar’) Bullock Franz Coreth 
Miss Peering........ Mary Coreth 
Attendant Richard W. Nason 

The ageless struggle of the 
ideologist in his fervent quest for 
an equitable state of society has 
been focused pretty much upon a 
single character in Denis John- 
ston’s newest play, “The Golden 


Cuckoo,” now having a two-week 
tryout at Provincetown’s cozy little 
theatre on the wharf. 

Off to a slow start because the 
first act goes wandering rather 
aimlessly, this comedy-fantasy has 


some powerful moments and 
worthwhile lines’ indicative’ of 
Johnston’s utter sincerity. His 
story of the scribe whom a news- 
paper publisher fails to pay for 
an assigned gag obit on a living 
notable and the subsequent little 


rebellion outside the village post- 
office is related more as a study of 
Irish psychology rather than as a 
fast-moving comedy of word-play 
and action. 

Wrapped up in the central fig- 
ure of Mr. Dotheright, the scribe, 
well portrayed by Robert Yasgur, 
the play crusades through much 
script that could be whittled down 
for the sake of clarity and tempo. 
Incident of the newspaper calling 
off the obituary gag and refusing 
to compensate Mr. Dotheright cre- 
ates confusion, stumbling rather 
than moving fortright toward the 
ultimate rebellion. 

The rebellion scene, climax of 
the scribe’s struggle on behalf of 
“all the poor little people” whom 
he sees getting pushed around in 
this harsh world, finds the author 
at his best. Subsequent scene when 


/all hands are in police custody and 


marked for court judgment is an- 
other triumph for Johnston. With 
the message of his piece finally 
across the lights the final act, ex- 
some notably eloquent 
lines, tapers off into somewhat of 
a let-down. Sustaining what is good 
of the last scene and tightening up 
of much of it would leave a better 
audience taste. The cast performs 
satisfactorily. If they seem to fal- 
ter at times, the need of further 
line study and deeper acquaint- 


| Buchwald. 


sion potential and perhaps even 


legit possibilities. 


The Malden Bridge presentation | 
is nicely directed by Eunice Os- | 


borne and Stuart Lancaster's set- 
tings are helpful. William Sturgess 
is convincing as_ the 
young husband and others who 
give satisfactory performances are 
Jean Bruno and Warren Holbrook 
as friends of the insolvent couple. 
Medo. 





You Have to Be Crazy 
Guilford, Conn., Aug. 21. 


Lewis Harmon presentation of comedy 
in three acts (six scenes), by Charlotte 
Directed by Edwin Phillips; 
settings, Robert H. Cushman. At Chapel 
playhouse, Guilford, Conn., Aug. 21, °50; 


$1 top. 

Pemmy VOTrmenm. ...6e0cses Gertrude Beach 
Edward Vernon...........: John Vivyan 
SB. ere Eileen Burns 
ane. MMEMID,. cs0ce0needs Sally Lane 
mie TMUOM. «sta dscesee James Schlegel 


Stella Sanders.........- Ella Lithgow 


rh” TOMOOM.. . 54s oes esos Charlotte Gercke 
DUE. 6 ace been ee John Cassavetes 
Wilfred Primrose..... Edwin Christie 
eer POLOTS.....crccceed Peggy Blassingame 


Todd Taylor.. Charles Avery 


Beeery TOG. .<icocesss William Diamant 
eee’ EIPOW:. .ccvecceoees Jane Bronson 
SOG GEMOND . 6 0600s 0be0s¥ Patrick Dwan 
SOtTy TIBOR... s00c0 os Jack Becker 
Pat Burn Maurice Shrog 
Pepsi-Cola Man George Hoxie 





Lady Customer Pauline Schlegel 


Most interesting thing about 
this strawhat tryout of a strawhat- 
themed comedy is its basic story, 


rather than the present develop- 
ment of that story. Fundamental 
plot of the “inside” on summer 
theatre operation has amusing 


are a long 
The task 


possibilities, but they 
way from being realized. 
of rewriting is going to involve 
plenty of black ink in order to 
keep the idea out of the red. 

There’s considerable autobio- 
graphical material in this tale, re- 
volving, as it does, around a sob 
sister-turned-playwright and a 
pressagent turned  hayloft  pro- 
ducer. This is the actual status 
of Chapel playhouse impresario 
Lewis Harmon  and_e authoress 
Charlotte Buchwald (Mrs. Har- 
mon). Also, there’s a thinly-veiled 
characterization of Mike Todd, for 
whom Harmon formerly worked. 
Script unrolls the trials and tribu- 
lations of getting started in straw- 
hat operations. 

Resident troupe is not too well 


'cast, several roles requiring a con- 


siderable stretch of audience 
imagination. Gertrude Beach does 
justice to the Penny part and John 


Vivyan is adequate as Ned. Edwin 
Christie is good as the lush di- 


rector, Charles Avery fits the lead- 
ing man role, Maurice Shrog is 
plausible in the Todd characteriza- 
tion, George Hoxie is amusing as 
a Pepsi-Cola man, Charlotte 
Gercke is at ease as a naive femme 
apprentice. 

Production is only mild diver- 
sion as is, but rewriting and re- 
casting could tell another story. 

Bone. 





It's a Living 
Blauvelt, N. Y., Aug. 16. 


Harry Rosen presentation of revue in 
two acts. Directed by Rosen. Idea and 
sketches, Abe Karp, John Rothschild; 


music, Richard Miles; lyrics, Paul Secon; 
choreography, Vivian Smith; settings, Wil- 
Ham Whiting. At Greenbush Summer 
theatre, Blauvelt, N. Y.; at $1.80 top. 
Cast: Jack Dudley, Al Leaf, Jack Labow, 
Pat Talbot, Walter Adams, Vivian 
Smith, Roma Grahame, Anita Wren, Lola 
Saxon, Kay Galvin, Francine Agen, Ron- 
ald Hanson, George Kraer, Melvin 


The Big Deal 
Wellesley, Mass., Aug. 15. 


Wellesley College theatre presentation 
of comedy in three acts by Jack L. Levin. 
Stars Guy Kibbee. Directed by Eldon 


| Winkler; setting, George Hendrickson. At 


harassed | 


pense Hall, Wellesley, Mass., Aug. 14, 


Harriet a re seeeeeees-JdOhHanna Douglas 
a Le ee ree Hollis Dworken 
| GpMS 5 TTT TTT TT eee Guy Kibbee 
Danny..... NP etree Robert Cornell 

a sess bebebhees obeKe ae Herbert Ellison 
Romney............. Douglas Rutherford 
SPN ig ee ie James Ellison 
en ee William Countryman 





Agreeable strawhat fare and an 


‘amiable vehicle for Guy Kibbee’s 


style, Jack Levin's “The Big Deal” 


‘doesn’t quite add_up to the big 


| Edelstein, William Whiting, Richard War- | 


| ren, Norma Sanger, Gene Newbern, 


ance with the play is the answer. | 


Their chore could be lightened a 
lot with the necessary cutting in 
the script. Pete. 


A Dollar Down 
Malden Bridge, N. Y., Aug. 17. 


Malden Bridge playhouse presentation 
of new comedy by Richard Kirk. Stars 
Virginia Calhoun, William Sturgess. Di- 
rected by Eunice Osborne; settings, Stuart 
the Malden Bridge play- 





$2 top. 

| Sally Chapman.......... Virginia Calhoun 
ee OO ere Paul Bressoud 
Ruth Chapman......... Louise Woodruff 
sit CUAMIIRR. «cc. vccene William Sturgess 
MOBRY COMBEONM..ccesccesrs John Lasell 
Edna Holbrook ..ccscccecss Jean Bruno 
George Holbrook.......... Warren Frost 
McCracker.......¢: erry Edgar Clerk 
| i ee eee Gail McClintock 
BEY: TEASE WIGE . 6 ccc cceeas Stuart Lancaster 


MEP. TRGMBEOM.. occ sc cveces Robert Juergens 


A pleasant new comedy was pre- 


Lee 


Osborne, Rusty Keefe, Betty Jo Gregory, | 


Richard Dolwyn, Hubert Rolling, Jocelyn 


Patton, June Noble, Aubi Ball, Robbie 
Riley. 
“It's a Living,” a new musical 


| revue, shapes up as dubious mate- 


rial for Broadway. Some of. its 
tunes are catchy, a few of the 
sketches are amusing. But when 
considered as a whole, the show 
bogs down badly in its comedy se- 


| quences and lacks an air of fresh- 


ness and originality to hold it to- 


| gether as a unit. 


| sional 


miered at the Malden Bridge play- | 


house with the 
light, fast-moving piece which 
maintains its pace right down to 
the wire. 


presentation of | 
| Richard Kirk’s “A Dollar Down,” a 


s | “Twinkle 
Former newspaperman | 


If earnestness and initiative were 
the sole requirements to put this 
entry across, the piece would suc- 
ceed easily. For some 27 youthful 
players of the Greenbush theatre’s 
resident company strive mightily 
Unfortunately, however, the profes- 
abilities of most of them 
have not as yet reached the point 
where they could excell with good 
material or get by when it's poor. 

Among the better tunes are 
in Your Eye,” duetted 
capably by Pat Talbot and Jack 


Kirk has chosen a subject which | Labow: and “When I Gr Ip,” 
: cial : roy oh an: row Up, 
has a sympathetic appeal—family | a cute ditty warbled by Miss Tal- 


finances. The problem of install- 


| bot and George Kraeer. Best of 


ment-buying debts faced by Sally | the comedy bits is a scene involv- 


and Jim Chapman, the 


likeable | ing three scrubw 
young couple in Mr. Kirk's script, barns, Keefe, 


(Lee Os- 


Rusty Keefe, Betty Jo 


are not unlike those which con- | iregory). Trio scores with lusty | 


front many young people these | 
days. | 

The Albany playwright tells his | 
story with good humor, yet brings | 
out the pathos of the situation | 
nicely when his hero and heroine 
are threatened with loss of all} 
their wordly goods and fear the | 
embarrassment they will suffer if 
friends discover their plight. 
simple but satisfying 


It’s a! 


comedy, 


which may have screen or televi- 


Pd 





songs and earthy humor. 
4 Other meritable scenes are 
Come to the Artist Ball,” the first 
act finale, as well as the second act 
opener, “Opera in English.” “Ball” 
is a convenient means of working 
in a flock of costumes, while 
Opera” is a fairly good satire on 
the classics. Withal, “It’s a Living” 
is an ambitious offering for a small 
haylofter, but it has little com- 
mercial possibilities. Gilb. 


a & hp 





‘ney Burr & 


time gag requirement (6 carry a 
slim situation. The comedy has to 
do with the years-long feud of an 
elderly man in-law (who has his 
own personal living quarters in 
the house) with his son-in-law. 
The old gent, with a whimsical, 
unmaterialistic philosophy all his 
own, has never accepted the young 
fellow’s brisk and not dlways 
honorable babbitry as a real estate 
man. When the son-in-law enter- 
tains a prospective customer for a 
lot nearby that offers the only 
spot for the locat kids to play ball, 
he breaks up the deal and through 
a stratagem forces the real estate 
man to donate the lot as a play- 
ground. 

Guy Kibbee, whose off-hand de- 
livery becomes grampa very well, 
occasionally mumbles or throws 
away a line, but manages to re- 
flect a gentle humor in his most 
sarcastic and cutting lines. He 
gives aS a consequence a warm 
and amusing portrait of a fuzzy- 
thinking but idealistic character. 
The supporting cast, of the resi- 
dent company, does well enough 
by the star. Johanna Douglas and 
Herbert Ellison stand out as the 
daughter and son-in-law respec- 
tively, the latter conveying an 
especially good characterization of 


the baffled and harassed real 
estate man. The piece has been 
nicely staged by Eldon Winkler 


and given an excellent production 
by the Wellesley College theatre; 
which completed its fourth season 
with this stanza. Elie. 


Watergate Wrinkles 


—_—~as continued from page 49 Qo 
passing out house programs. None 
even paid a federal admissions tax, 
of course. 

There have been a number of 
near-accidents thus far during the 
engagement. One evening, for 1n- 
stance, conductor George Hirst 
came within an inch of failing into 
the Potomac as he climbed up the 
podium in the pit, and during the 
“Bianca” number Marc Platt came 
within a whisker of slipping into 
the drink. 

Incidentally, because of the cur- 
ious acoustics of the site, the 
sound of the performance bounces 
up into the adjacent Lincoln Me- 
morial and then bounces back 
practically into Constitution ave- 
nue, it’s not uncommon to see 
groups of people standing in the 
vicinity, just listening to the show, 
especially during the musical num- 
bers. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue/, 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Affairs of State” (C)—Richard 
W. Krakeur and Fred F. Finkle- 
hoff; Louis Verneuil, director. 

“Call Me Madame” (M)—Leland 
Hayward; George Abbott, director. 

“Pardon Our French” (R)—Ol- 
sen & Johnson. 

“Season in the Sun” (D)—Court- 
Malcolm Pearson; 




















‘Burgess Meredith, director. 
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FOR RENT 


LONG BEACH STADIUM, Long Beach 
Road and State Street for rent for all 
occasions. Seating capacity 5,500 per- 
sons. For information call Long Beach 
6-2637, 
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Arg. Seeks to Hypo Book-Club 


Argentina’s once-flourishing book 
publishing industry is still weighed 
down by the gimmicks created in 
the past few years as a result of 
the Argentine government’s poli- 
cies, which have made Argentine- 
published books 40% more expen- 
sive than they were four years ago. 

In 1936, as a result of the Span- 
ish civil war, the Argentine . pub- 
lishing industry took a terrific leap 


ahead, and in a very short time 


built up a big export trade to the 
Spanish-speaking countries of the 
world. Then, when the Peron gov- 
ernment came into power, this 
trade gradually took one blow af- 
ter another and received no en- 
couragement from its government, 
until at last it was in a really pre- 
carious position due to increased 


costs due to higher wages and) 
paper | 


prices of raw materials, 
shortages, customs restrictions, 
censorship, international currency 
gimmicks, etc. To these were add- 
ed measures taken by purchasing 
countries in blocking coin owed to 
the Argentine publishers and pro- 
tectionist policies followed by oth- 
er Latin-American countries. 


In turn the publishing industry’s 
difficulties created a depression 
for Argentine authors, who found 
it much more difficult to get their 
works published. Printing costs, 
for instance, went so high that few 
authors could afford to publish 
their own books, as was formerly 
customary for incipient authors, at 
least until they had made a name. 
Moreover, foreign authors, whose 
books were published in translated 
form by Argentine publishers, were 
also affected, in that the public 
could buy fewer books once the 
cost was higher. 

Lately the government has re- 
alized that valuable trade was being 
lost with other American countries 
because of its neglect of the pub- 
lishing industry, and the latter is 
being urged to boost exports, and 
in return some attempt will be 


Chatterton’s tome, “Homeward 
Borne,” and Kyle Crichton’s piog- 
raphy of “The Marx Brothers.” 

Ethel Waters tome for Double- 
day, originally tagged “Beating 
the Blues,” now retitled “His Eye 
Is on the Sparrow,” from the 
hymn she sings in “Member of the 
Wedding” on Broadway. Publica- 
tion date is Oct. 31. 

Joe Ravotto, former VARIETY 
and United Press correspondent 
/in Europe, now with the U. S. State 
|Department, has returned to Wash- 
\ington from several years in Italy, 
inow assigned to the international 
;motion picture division of ‘the de- 
|partment’s public affairs opera- 
i tion. 


‘Rotten for Nottin’ 


jansene Continued from page 2 aaa 





























| promoted, and received a high com- 
| mission, got the acts for free, then 
|high-pressured people for ads in 
| the journal, for tickets, ete. It got 
so bad that the actors finally got 
together and we formed the Actors’ 
| Betterment Association . . . (Dave 
| Vine, I believe, was the founder 
. .. I was first V.P.) It was an 
|organization to stop the benefit 
'rackets ... it finally became the 
| Actors’ Federation (via _ politics) 
|'and now is known as the AGVA 
'(American Guild of Variety Art- 
|ists) which is a legitimate out- 





| growth and a fine organization for | 


| the protection of vaude and nitery 
jactors. The Theatre Authority 
|took over the policing of benefits, 
jand no doubt did a good job of 


|stopping phoneys, but the income | discernible. lutior 
‘(which was split up among the| come if the Korean situation un- 


|Theatrical Guilds and _ Actors’ 
|Fund) became so big that instead 
| of stopping the benefit evil they 
| encouraged it, so it could get more 
|money. The Guilds do a great job 


and the monies are very much 





flop, you are the funniest comic | 

in show business.” “Yeh Joe, but | 9 

‘remember vun ding, Joe, to be SCULI y fe SCRAPBOE KK 
|rottin for nottin” ist no good!” * . 


That’s all, sez Joe Laurie, Jr. . M 
By Frank Scully 


TV Co tition (Ed. Note: While Frank Scully is on his vacation these columns are being 


| written by Frank Scully.) 
Continued from page 1 

















Desert Springs, Aug. 16. 
“Hollywood Byline” is an ABC program emanating from the Coast 
the time the contract is signed to on Saturday night. Several reporters interview a cinematic celebrity 
the time when the pact is con- most of the way and then allow him to turn the tables on them for a 
cluded. finish. It’s a cuffo job all around and about 270 stations across the 
The talent situation is expected to country take the free ride weekly. 

be especially severe away from! Hank (the Night Watchman) Weaver pilots the team, which usu- 
New York. With fewer acts taking ally consists of Darr Smith of the Daily News, Virginia MacPherson 
out-of-town dates, theatres and of UP, Bob Thomas of AP and Lloyd Sloan of the Hollywood Citizen- 
niteries will have a difficult time |News. Sid Skolsky, William Tusher, Ann Daggett and Michelle No- 
getting proper bills within their vak have participated at various times, but the mainliners have been 
budgets. Agencies say that the | smith, Thomas and Sfoan. 


| bankrolls will have to be i d | : 2 

| considerably ae last come While not quite as adult as “Meet The Press” or “Author Meets 
| talent buyers want to keep up the | Critics,” considering how intensely studios dislike to let their stars 
calibre of talent. |}sound off unchaperoned on radio. “Hollywood Byline” deserves a 


Percenters aren't : especially | lot of credit. ° 
happy to see this situation despite Since it started with Robert Ryan as its first star, the program 


obviously higher returns. Date- , 
Geanire # ri past few years have has interviewed Charles Laughton, Jimmy Stewart, Jack Carson, 


been atter:pting to help bonifaces | Mercedes McCambridge, Gloria Swanson, Evelyn Keyes, Jimmy Du- 
and theatre operators by establish- | rante, Mickey Rooney, Van Heflin, Ann Sothern, Lena Horne and 
ing what has been termed more! j,-xie Robinson. This list in itself indicates how tough it is to get 


reasonable prices for talent. The : ‘ : 
feel that pel map on Si of budgets | Major studio cooperation. Practically none of these stars is cur- 


eventually closes sources of em-|rently a long-termer. Of producers, only Stanley Kramer and Dore 
ployment, and attempt to get un-| Schary have appeared, a seeded draw if ever I saw one. 
duly high salaries is a short-sighted En Pantoufles—Slippers te You 


mat Rg jo ae be det In the main, the reporters have pitched their questions along kindly 
: : |lines, though stopping far short of the Parsonian treacle which fea- 

At the same time, the outlets for| tyres the same network’s Sunday nizht kaffee klatches. The stars 
stage and floorshows will have are caught en pantoufles and treated more as slipper heroes than 
| get a better —_ of talent and pro- |the romantic characters they usually play. Perhaps this is the inten- 
| duction if they’re to compete suc- | tion of those shaping the program’s policy. If so it might be smart 
cessfully with video. ito run the Van Heflin interview when briefing others. 

The answer to these problems| Here is an actor who has a mind and personality not so different 
facing the industry isn’t readily! tom what he portrays on the screen. He’s a serious fellow and be- 
One solution may | jieyes he is in a serious business. He doesn’t believe Hollywood is 
peopled with freaks, because obviously he isn’t one. 


‘it’s not regarded as good business | In his interview he told how he had been taking a course at UCLA 
'to count on that facet exclusively. | 9? motion pictures. He took the course to learn why certain shots 
of his were discarded and others were included by directors and 
cutters. They were used, of course, to keep a motion picture moving. 
| At the university he was considered a freak for a couple of days but 
after that other students ceased to tell him how much he looked 




















| leashes a.wartime prosperity, but | 











may flop!” “Oh Sam you couldn't | ++44444466666666466-6666666666646466666666666660066 





needed, but I am sure we can find | Schary Rules Out 


li i , ] it Metro. i se h 
a better method of getting money | identi’ dati dame. 3 ike himself. He told why he quit etro. He did so because he 


didn’t like to be saddled with the mistakes of a big studio’s producers. 

















} made to foster it. 


























Mo. Buys ‘Sawyer’ Mss. 


Original manuscript of Mark 
Twain's “Tom Sawyer” is being | 
purchased by the State of Missouri | 
to be placed in the capitol build- | 
ing at Jefferson City. A joint) 
committee of the state senate and | 
house is making arrrangements to | 
purchase the manuscript, some of | 
it still in original handwriting of 


the author, from Frank Glenn, | jn my time was at the Metropolitan | Studio’s overhead substantially by | 


Kansas City bookseller for $9,216. | 

State actually is paying only | 
$7,500, however, since Glenn is | 
contributing $1,716 toward estab- | 
lishing the memento to Samuel 
Ciemens in the capital. Included 
in the deal is a _ portrait of 
Clemens, which also will become 
a part of the capital shrine to the 
Missouri humorist. 





Saga of a Theatre 


If anybody can write the history 
of the very historical National the- | 
atre, Washington, D. C., it would | 
be two extra-experienced press | 
agents of almost half a century and | 
still active, like George Atkinson 
and Victor Kiraly. They trace the 
first to the last curtain of the Na- 
tional with fine reading and old 
pictures besides a swell foreword 
by the dean of producers, John 
Golden. If you fove the theatre, if 
you study the theatre, “A Great 
Curtain Falls” (Strand Press; $3) 
is a must. Laurie. 








CHATTER 


John Chapman, N.Y. News drama 
critics, back from Hollywood after 
a week of studio gandering. 

Stanton Delaplane,touring the 
Hollywood film lots to round up 
material -for his San Francisco 
Chronicle column. 

Ben Hecht writing his auto- 
biography, “Child of the Century,” | 
for publication by Simon &. 
Schuster. 

Cameron Shipp’s “We _ Barry- 
mores” will be published in Janu- 
ary by Appleton-Century-Crofts. | 

Cecil B. DeMille cooking up a, 
weekly newspaper column, based 
on recollections of his 38 years in 
Hollywood, for General Features. | 

Music teacher Miriam Spier’s 
book, “The Why and How of Popu- 
lar Singing,” being published by 
E. B. Marks Musie Corp. 

, Rinehart & Co. is readying 
‘Great Orchestral Music—A Treas- 
ury of Program Notes” by Julian 
Seaman, for Sept. 21 publication. 
Introduction is by Deems Taylor. 

Author Max Shulman sails 
Sept. 6 on the Queen Elizabeth for 
Europe to gather material and 
backgrounds for Cosmopolitan and 
Good Housekeeping yarns. Since 
Jan. 1 he has sold both mags nine 
short stories. 

Current issue of Omnibook mag 





to support these worthy organiza- 
tions. 

I would suggest that benefits 
should only be given for national 
disasters, actors’ organizations, and 
one tremendous benefit a year for 
all charities, a la the Community 
Chest. 

Greatest Benefit 


The greatest benefit ever given 


Opera House, N.Y., for the San 
Francisco Earthquake Sufferers. It 
started at 11 a.m. and ran without 
a hitch until 12 hours and 20 min- 
utes later. Harry Leonhart was the 
stage manager. Every star and 
vaude act in New York City ap- 
peared. So why can’t we do it 
now? A tremendous one-day bene- 
fit for all worthy charities. 
Someone on your program re- 
marked that actors love to be seen 
at benefits. I realize we have a lot 
of stage struck actors, but the 
majority of actors play a benefit 
through pressure. Managers of 


i theatres and circuits must be “in” 


with the police and fire depts. or 


exited the studio because of the 


new policy. Next to go, it is under- 


| stood, will be Jack Cummings, who 
plans ankling soon. Roy Rowland 


| left the lot last week. Nat Perrin, 


w.k. scripter, is another instance, 
in his case a switch was made to 
Columbia. 

Schary has already slashed the 





|his policy of a strictly limited 
number of longterm pacts. In 
| many cases, same policy applies 
| to thespers as well as the produc- 
tion execs and technicians. 


Schary prefers to pact  pro- 
ducers, directors, etc., on solo shots, 
when they come in with likely 
properties. Metro then buys up 
the yarn and hires the filmmaker 
|to handle the pic. Z. Wayne 
| Griffith, for instance, was taken 
|on for “Key to the City,” recent 
Clark Gable vehicle. He has since 
been retained for another film. 

Vet producers who were fixtures 
at Culver City can still do chores 
for the company even after leav- 





He preferred to make his own. A studio could bury its mistakes under 

| the pile of dough brought in by one hit. The making or breaking of 
a single actor was not so important to them. Thus it was important 
_to him not to be the victim of other people’s errors. 


| That, at least, was Van Heflin’s contention. Actually an actor to a 
‘comparative degree could do just what the studios had been doing. 
He might think one bad picture could ruin him but if he had two 
| bad ones and one good one he’d be batting .333 and would still 
‘be in the big league. 

He objected to what makes rews (which he in no wise blamed on 
newspapers though I don’t know why not, since editors differ in this, 
as proved by the different way The New York Times and the Los An- 
'geles News treat Mickey Cohen's social and professional life). But 
'in proving that he was a normal person with a family and not addicted 
_to nightclubs, divorce actions or name-dropping, Van Heflin may have 
' been exposing precisely what failed to make him news and deprived 
‘him of being a star who could pick his own parts. He seemed to 
|lack color. At home or in a studio he could be depended on for 
| support. 

Is This The Bijou’s Opposition? 

' As Darr Smith pointed out, when a star is said to be just like the 
| boy next door or the garage mechanic at the corner, this is non- 
| sense. Otherwise people would drop into the gas station for gas and 
| tip the mechanic a buck for a nice chat, thereby passing up the pic- 
a at the Bijou altogether. 

| Van Heflin made a good case when it came his turn to reverse the 
' questioning. He found out what the reporters had been doing in 
| their off hours. Smith had been painting his daughter’s room. Sloan 


perhaps risk a violation on their, ing. Schary has told them that ‘had been catching up on his sleep. Thomas had been hunting a baby- 


theatres .. 


. no standees allowed, he is willing to talk terms on any | Sitter so he could catch more movies. 


MacPherson had been weeding 


etc. Political bigs use their in-}likely yarn or package that they | her garden between shoving pablum in her baby’s mouth. 


fluence, on agents and friends, and may come up with. That goes for | 


so it goes, 

But if organizations that have to 
raise funds would pay for their 
shows they would get a (etter 
show ... Five single men wouldn’t 
follow each other, or six bands 
wouldn’t go on almost before the 
first one’s music dies out. The show 


would be able to be laid out prop-) 


erly, everyone would show up and 
go on the allotted time. The “re- 
freshments” back stage would not 
be needed; the act would be paid 
and can buy what they want to eat 
or drink when they want it—not 
because it’s a free food and drink 
handout. 

As for giving the money back 
they receive, to the charity... 
did you ever figure that the actor 
may have his own particular 
charity? And why embarrass an 
act that really needs the dough 
into giving it back because some 
big star, who doesn’t, might give 
his check back. I know actors, and 
I know that the little guy won’t 
let the “big” guy out-gesture him. 
Actors are that way, and I love 
’em for it! 

A story to close that I always 
tell when they speak about bene- 
fits, and I have played as many as 
anyone you can mention. I once 
said to the late Sam Bernard, one 
of the greatest dutch comics, “Sam, 
I have been at a dozen benefits 
where you were billed but didn’t 
show up ... why?” Sam said, “Joe, 


| Marx as well as the others. 


| London Critics 


——emeg Continued from page 1 


‘there are individual exceptions, 
naturally—review a show on its 
merits, not on the basis of their 
| personal prejudices. A critic may 
/not like fantasy, for instance, but 
/he wouldn’t think of dismissing 
_a play on that ground. He tries to 
‘consider the show on its own terms, 
_to judge how well it succeeds in 
‘what it attempts to do. That is 
why the New York critics, as a 
group, are so influential. 

|. “A eritic should be a strange 
!blend of childlike innocence and 
| penertating wisdom. 
‘come to the theatre with a naive 























‘eagerness to be interested and _ ker. 


moved. He should try to appraise 
a show on its merits and not mere- 
\ly according to his personal likes 
‘and dislikes. 

“The New York critics, as a 
whole, realize their responsibility 
| to their readers and to the theatre. 
I frequently disagree with individ- 
/ual critics, but by and large I re- 
spect the honesty of their opinions, 
‘and I think their reactions to 
‘shows are generally reliable, not 
‘merely according to their own 
'standards, but in terms of public 


contains condensations of Ruth’ to tell you the truth I'm afraid 1: taste.” 


These were just about what any actor might be doing, Heflin, con- 
|tended. He had often fed his baby pablum. The reporters asked him 
‘if he didn’t get tired of answering the same old questions. Later he 
countered by asking them if they didn’t get tired of asking the same 
old questions. One answered, “not any more than actors get tired 
of mouthing the same old dialog.” Touche. 


He was asked if it were tgue he were going into politics. He denied 
this. He thought an actor like any other citizen should have the right 
to vote for whom he pleased and should express himself or keep 
| quiet about his ehoice as he pleased. But he didn’t think an actor 
| should use a reputation he had acquired in one field of public appro- 
bation to influence voters in another. 


This, too, has a nice ring. But it isn’t an American idea at all. We 
| encourage all sorts of celebrities to pitch for things outside their spe- 
cialty and pay them handsomely for the deceit. 

Three Cheers For Dekker! 


So, in leaning over backward politically, Van Heflin was not do- 
‘ing the country any particular favor. We live in a political society. 
| If you won’t have anything to do with politics, if you insist it’s too 
'dirty and you don’t want any part of it, you’re not likely to mind 
| what type of government is running the country where you happened 





He should | t® be domiciled for the mo. 
| Holding an opposite view to Van Heflin, incidentally, is Albert Dek- 


Ten years ago he felt that there comes a time when you must 
| quit talking democracy and live it. He, too, had a wife and children. 
| He, too, was a contracted player in Hollywood. But he ran for the 
| lowest office in the lowest legislature in the land, and was just low 
enough to make it. For two years’ service in the California Assembly 
he got $2,400, and lost $100,000 in parts he couldn’t take. 

Pessonally I think Dekker should have got every decoration for this 
civil service that survivors in a war get for military service, and I’m 
glad at least that New York recognized this and gave him the lead of 
“Death of a Salesman.” As for Hollywood, he might just as well 
have dropped dead. 

I hope when people see him on Broadway they will remember him 
as a citizen who gave representative government two of the most 
fruitful years of his professional life so that free men might be rep- 
resented by free men and not by stooges of lobbyists, party bosses 
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jor what old T.R. 80 eloquently called “malefactors of great wealth.” © 
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Broadway 


Jock Lawrences bought a car— 
just for the roadhouse trade. 


Dick Falk, Broadway ress 
agent, are eg, role in -I’s 
“Thundering ils.”’ 


‘Herman G. Weinberg claims to 
hold the record for English titles, 
with a total of 92 foreign films. 


‘Playbroker Hans Bartsch and his 
wife, Irene Palasty, returning from 
European trip on Ile de France. 


Licia Albanese, Met soprano, 
and actor William Harrigan re- 
turned from European vacations 
last week. 


Festival today (Wed.) under Bill 
Taylor’s direction. 

Margo Jones, Tad Adoue and 
Manning Gurian in from N. Y. for 
gander at Playhouse and Music 
Circus talent as possibilities for 
Dallas operation, and forthcoming 
“Southern Exposure.” 


Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Nat Wachsberger off to Brussels. 
Mona Barrie on vacation in Aus- 
tria. 
Maria Denis, Italian actress, sum- 
mering in Fiuggi. 








Mitchell Rawson, Metro  pub- 
licist, back at his desk after three 
weeks in the hospital because of a 
broken ankle. 

Edward O'Connor, Metro’s su-| 

ervisor in the Far East, in New| 

ork for homeoffice huddles after 
two years in the field. 

Screenwriter Abraham Polansky 
sailed for a European tour Satur- 
day (19) on the De Grasse. Wife 
and children accompanied him. 


Nate Blumberg, Universal’s prez, | 
and Al Daff, head of U’s foreign 
department, planed for the Coast 
Friday (18) for a two-week visit. 


Eddie Cantor due in advance of. 
his first TV show over NBC Sept. | 
10. Manning Ostroff, his director, 
preceding him to 0.0. sketches, etc. | 


Stirling Silliphant, 20th-Fox pro- 
motion manager, to the Coast to} 
confer with Harry Brand, studio | 
publicity chief, on plans for “Jack- | 
pot.” 

Edgar Van Blohm, manager of 
the Paris theatre, back for U. S. 
premiere of new French picture, 
“Paris Waltz,” afteg vacation in 
Nantucket. | 

Invitations went out this week | 
to a flock of filmites to attend the 
marriage of Eric Johnston’s daugh- 
ter, Harriet, to William Carlin Fix, 
in Spokane, Sept. 9. 

David Bliss, 78-year-old, retired 
British theatre manager, arrived 
from Britain last week on the) 
Washington to visit his son, Theo- 
dore, in Norfolk, Va. 

Efrem Kurtz, conductor of the | 
Houston Symphony, sails Friday | 
(25) on the Liberte for London, 
where he’ll conduct the Royal Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra. 

Isa Miranda, Italian film actress, | 
and director-actor Vittorio De Sica 
due in the U. S. Aug. 29 via plane 
for the Little Cinemet preem of | 
their picture, “My Widow and I.” | 

Sol Hurok due in today (Wed.) | 
on the Liberte after a two-month | 
European concert scouting tour. | 


Also finalized details of the Sad- | 


ler’s Wells Ballet’s fall U. S. tour.! paul, offering “Polly With A Past” | 


Arthur (Street Singer) Tracey, 
who has 14 stores, a theatre and | 


60-odd apartment units in Wash-| cafe capsuled operettas, named and “12th Street Rag” (Mork). 


city for film chore. 

The Alfred Drakes are at the 
Hassler hotel here. 

Renzo Avanzo returned from 
London film confabs. 

Edward Johnson, formerly of 
N.Y. Met, was here visiting. 

W. Lee Wilder vacationing after 
finishing “Three Steps North.” 

Renato Rascel is heading the 


Colle Appia revue, “Quo Vadis?” | 


“The Outlaws,” all-Italian film, in 
its second month at the Splendore. 

Tony Bartley, Deborah Kerr’s 
husband, off for London for three 
weeks. 


Tennessee Williams deserted 
Rome for a couple weeks in 
France. 


The George Cantys 


Festival there. 

Pietro Bullio, head of N. Y. 
branch of Scalera Films, here on 
annual trip to homeoffice. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 
Symphony Sid Garris, 
disk jockey, 


WDCK 


debuting new 14-piece crew at 
Marcane. 
Eddie Sindelar augmenting 


Henry George’s band at his Sky-| 
way Lounge Club with three-act | 
floor shows. 

Amateur stageshows, plus two 
pro vaude acts, installed by Manny 
Stutz every Wednesday at his 
Circle naber. 

Tom Drake from Coast studios 
guest-starring in Ray  Boyle’s| 
arena-styled production of “John | 


Ring theatre. 


Minneapolis 
Old Log Strawhatter playing “My 
Sister Eileen.” 
Cathcart’s Continentals 
Radisson hotel Flame Room. 
Edyth Bush Little theatre, St. 


into 


for two weeks. : 
Jeanne Traun, singer in Schiek’s 


ington, D. C.—Meyer Davis’ bowl-| Miss Minnesota of 1950. 


ing alleys is one of his tenants— 
marking a show biz comeback. 


Al Sheehan, ‘Aqua _ Follies” 
producer, due back from Seattle, 


Ezra Stone, catching up on back; where he toured the show, to 


issues of VARIETY since his trip to| handle Minnesota State Fair stage | 


Paris, came across the item about 
“Milton Berle breaking a tooth on 
a roll. It must have been his bank- 
roll, of course,” cbserves Stone. 

Hal Gary, after longtime run in 
Australia with “Oklahoma,” de- 
toured by four WB pix chores in 
Hollywood plus 10 video shots on 
the Pinky Lee show, enroute to 
Broadway in quest of a legit musi- 
cal and TV chores. 

Samuel Schneider, Warner Bros. 

veepee, sailed last night (Tuesday) 
on the Queen Elizabeth for Lon- 
don and Paris to discuss the com- 
pany’s current and future produc- 
tion plans in Britain and France. 
He’ll be away a month. 
- Lionel S. B. Shapiro and Lyman 
(Billy) Bloomingdale, who motored 
west with Louis Sobol, accomped 
the columnist and his bride, Peggy 
Strohl, back by train. Ted Husing 
and Jerry Berns hosting a wel- 
come-back brawl for both next 
week. 

Film attorney Irwin Margulies 
planed to Europe to huddle with 
producer Gabriel Pascal, whom he 


| production. 

Harry French, president of Min- 
nesota Amus. Co., to head delega- 
tion of department heads to con- 
vention of United Paramount 
theatres next month. 


Atlantic City 
By Joe Grossman 
Dusty Fletcher into Globe burly, 
replacing Billy Hagen. 
Molly Picon to star in benefit at 
Chelsea hotel, Aug. 26. 
| Tommy Dorsey replaces Tex 
'Beneke orch on Steel Pier. 
| Alan Dalzell, Theatre Guild 
'publicist, in town to visit Atlantic 
|City Playhouse. ; 
| Benny Davis to m.c. “Night of 
|Stars” show on Convention Hall 
Ballroom stage Aug. 27. 
Kitty Kallen into 500 Club for 
two days. Gracie Barrie replaces 
Sophie Tucker there on weekly 


date. 
O’Grady, six times 


| Colleen 
'“Miss Ireland,” singing on local 








represents. He'll also meet in|hotel programs while vacationing 
Paris with William S. Roach, | here. 
nn of ee attorney for- ——_—_ 
merly associated with the Margu- 1 
lies law office in New York. Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Bucks County, Pa. Joe (WB) Feldmans celebrated 


Tom Ewell back at his Jericho 
Mountain farm from Coast film as- 
signment. 

Ben Boyar drove in from Dan- 
bury, Conn. to give St. John Ter- 
rell’s tent a looksee. 

Lionel! Stander and Ruth Mundy 
in from Fairhaven, Mass., to star 
this week in “Born Yesterday” at 
Playhouse. 

Don Markley, apprentice at New 
Hope, off to Deer Park Lake, to 
play the piano for Vic Jory in 
“The Spider.” 

Bob Caldwell, New Hope stage 
Manager, checked out to assume 

like duties for “Death of a Sales- 
man” at Morosco, N. Y. 
’ Lambertsville staging its second 
community shindig in as many 
summers, opening five-day Liberty 


22d wedding anni last week. 

Miklos Gafni, former opera star, 
comes into Copa for week next 
Monday (28). 

Joe Heidt in town beating drums 
for “Oklahoma,” which opens New 
Nixon, Sept. 4. 

Michael Sivy summering as a 
| member of the resident acting 
| company at Elitch’s Gardens. 

Priscilla Dodge up to Montreal 
| to do Helen Hayes role in “Happy 





| Birthday” with Canadian Art The-| 


atre. 
Peggy Ann Watson planed in 
'from N.Y. to see her father do 


| Frank Butler in “Annie Get Your | 


| Gun.” 
Matt Sevtic going to Coast as 
technical advisor on WB’s screen 


version of his Communist expose | 


‘in Pittsburgh. ° 


German actress Jennie Jugo in! 


turned bandmaster, | 


London 


Rose Murphy opened at the Hip- 
podrome, Bristol, for Stoll’s last 
week. 

Bransby Williams, best known 
for his Dickens’ characterizations, 
celebrating his 80th birthday. 

Anton Karas, the zither player, 
returns from Vienna to take up a 
string of dates for Stoll’s circuit. 

Alan Jones is set for return en- 
gagement at London Palladium, 
opeing in September for two weeks. 

Jack Train hospitalized for a 
month following a car smash and 
|replaced by Sonnie Hale on the 
| “20 Questions” radio program. 
Jessie Royce Landis, who scored 
|in “Larger Than Life,” is staying 
'on to appear in a new play by 








| James Parrish titled, ‘““Mrs. Inspec- 
tor Jones.” 

Arnaut Bros., who return from | 
Africa late in August, open at the 
Empire Sept. 4 for three weeks, | 
in a Nat Karson show, doubling at | 
the Savoy hotel for two weeks. | 
Both are return dates. 
| Rodney Ackland’s adaptation of 
| Hugh Walpole’s novel, “The Old) 


| 


Ladies,’ being revived by the Com- | $45,000 worth of jewelry, rifled by | 


| pany of Four at the Lyric, Ham- | 
mersmith, in October. Mary Jer- | 
rold and Jean Cadell again will | 
| play the roles they created with | 
| Mary Clare in the part originated | 


(of MPAA| by Edith Evans. 
in Italy) went to Venice for * 
| 


Copenhagen 
By Victor Skaarup 


“Francis” (U), past its 10th week 
/ at the Palladium, is film surprise 
|of year here. 
| Capitol platters brought out here | 
| by Telefunken, with Stan Kentons 
music, arousing much interest. 

Preben Philipsen’s first Danish 
production, ‘“‘The Needle,” directed 
by Johan Jacobson, deals with the 
dope trade. 

The Danish name for TV is 
Fjernsyn. Several newspapers are 
asking their readers to find a good 
name for viewers. 

Tono, Danish record company, 
is bringing out Mercury records in 
Scandinavia, starting with Frankie | 
Laine’s ‘Mule Train.” | 

Svend Asmussen’s band, which | 


\Loves Mary” at Hotel Allerton’s| Will tour Great Britain in the fall, | 


is featured in Stig Lommer’s film | 
“Up and Down Coast.” 

There are so many French nude 
|dancers at summer theatres and 
| bars that one summer revue is ad- 
vertising “No Nudes Here.” 
| World Cinema, a circus in the} 
summer, will open in October un- 
| der its new manager, Kaj Holm, | 
| with “Forever Amber” (20th). 
| This summer's music hits are 
“Music, Music,” the tunes from 
“Annie Get Your Gun” (Imudico) | 


| After June Richmond’s hit in 
the Dagmar revue, there is big 
| demand for her old swing record- 
_ings with Jimmy Dorsey’s band. 
Else Skouboe and Henrik Bent- | 
| zon are leaving Frederiksberg The- 
'atre after they finish the long run 
‘of “O, Mistress Mine” this month. | 
| All summer revues in Copen-| 
/hagen are in the black this year; 
several have never made bigger 
profits. The tourists, mostly from 
Sweden, England and U. S., also 
helped the cafe trade. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” going 
| fine at the Norrebro. Cast got 10-) 
|day vacation in August and will | 
|probaby continue with the show) 
| most of winter season. ‘“Gentle-| 
'men Prefer Blondes” will follow. | 











| 
| 


Ireland | 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Thesper Michael B. Devine, 
pacted by Donald Wolfit’s com-| 
pany in London. 

Ronald Ibbs Productions inked | 
for three-week tour of “Hamlet” in | 
Northern Ireland. | 

Irish Equity and British Equity 
discussing plan for interchange- 
ability of cards between both coun- 
tries. 

Louis Elliman, managing - direc- 
tor of Irish Cinemas, back from | 


| 


tralia. | 

Director John Ford received! 
Catholic Stage Guild statuette for | 
“outstanding services to motion | 
picture industry” at ceremony in| 
‘Dublin. Ford will direct “The | 
| Quiet Man,” from Maurice Walsh 
| novel, here next year. 


Berlin 
By Bill Conlan 

_RKO’s Jay Bonafield in town to 
discuss documentary films with 
| State Department officials. 
Operetta composer Emmerich 
| Kalman in Munich to discuss per- 
formance of his latest work, a cow- | 
boy operetta. | 
Orson Welles to Berlin later this | 
;}month. He will feature a magic 
‘show in addition to the Duke EI- 
lington “Faust.” 

Paul 








3-month tour of U. S. and Aus- | 


|hotel in 


Gordon contracted to di-|Paris making final arran 
irect Germany's biggest postwar and arranging entries, gaa: 


pic, “Berlin Symphony,” for Cen- 
tral Europe Films. 

Ferenc Fricsay, conductor of the 
RIAS symphony, will be guest 
conductor in Brazil, U. S. and 
Italy in the next four months. 

New gimmick which shows pre- 
views of coming attractions on the 
side of a building drawing huge 
crowds every night on the Kur- 
furstendam. 

Allied High Commission dele- 
gated responsibility for adminis- 
tration of the UFA firm trust 
property to the Bonn government. 
Forty houses will be sold. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnusse ) 
Jacques Maurer back from ex- 
tended African survey. 





Hans Bartsch looking over play | 


material before sailing. 
Deauville maximum stake at 
roulette increased to $800. 
Bal Tabarin to lose 


its star 


adagio act, Darvas and Julia, signed | 


for U.S. 
Former actress Lyne Clevers lost 


burglars here. 

James A. W. Jones, formerly of 
SHEAF, now branching out inde- 
pendently as a public relations op- 
erator. 

Herald Trib columnist Art Buch- 


| wald got Al Capp to write a col- | 


umn in his stead while he is at the 
Venice Festival. 

Epidemic of jewel robberies at 
fashionable gatherings on_ the 
Riviera. Elsa Maxwell and dress- 
maker Schiaparelli latest robbed. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


National Ballet Co., native unit, 
playing Perth for the Fullers. 

“Cinderella” (Disney-RKO) set 
for a Yuletide run over the Hoyts’ 
loop. 

Rep’s “Sands of Iwo Jima” hit- 
ting a hefty pace at Plaza, Sydney, 
for Hoyts. 

Syd Albright, 20th-Fox Aussie 
topper, due in N. Y. next month for 
h.o. huddles. 

Amusement parks getting ready 
to open with expectation of strong 
summer gross. 

“Third Man” (SRO) doing smash 


| biz on five-a-day at Regent, Syd- 


ney, for Hoyts. 
Power restrictions 


sports; should help pix biz. 
Gilbert-Sullivan revivals 

into the Empire, Sydney, 

month for Williamson-Tait. 


bow 
this 


“Oklahoma” will probably do an | 
run after present | 


Aussie repeat 
New Zealand tour. Show is under 

Nitery biz is spotty here. 
top club with floor show 
Celebrity, operated by Joe Taylor. 
Dollar restrictions prevent im- 
portation of U.S. talent for shows. | 

“Annie Get Your Gun” legiter | 
winds up a four years’ run this 
month for Williamson-Tait. Evie | 
Hayes returns to the U.S. after) 
show closes to join hubby Will 
Mahoney. 


Miami Beach 


Only 


| 
| 


in Sydney | 
may give the redlight to all night | 


Williamson-Tait banner. | thur Kent. 


is the! 





——— 


Hollywood 


Eddie Foy, Jr., in from N. Y. for 
a family reunion. 

Mack Millar back in town after 
six weeks abroad. 

Tom‘ Dugan celebrated his 40th 
anniversary as an actor. 

Maureen O’Hara to Catalina for 
her first vacation in 18 months. 

Myrna Loy filed suit in Mexico 
City to divorce Gene Markey, 

James A. Fitzpatrick checked in 
at Metro after a tour of Canada. 

Richard Whorf tossed an art ex- 
hibit featuring 24 of his own oil 
paintings. 

George Sidney to New Orleans 
to scout locations for Metro's 
“Showboat.” 

Bud Thompson shot a 73 to win 
|Paramount Studio Club’s annual 
|golf tournament. 

Lewis Milestone planed for Syd- 
new, Australia, to direct “Kanga- 
roo” for 2Uth-Fox. 
| Danny Kaye to Toronto for a 
| two-week stand at the Canadian 
| National Exposition. 





| Mary Pickford and Hal Boyd 
|were guests of honor at luncheon 
of Hollywood Ad Club. 

Andre Previn ordered to report 
|Sept. 1 for active duty with Cali- 
ifornia National Guard. 

| Paulette Goddard in from N. Y, 
ifor huddles with Howard Welsch 
and Pam Blumenthal about a pic- 
ture. ; sit 

Duke Wales appointed chairman 
| of the publicity committee for the 
| film industry’s 1951 United Appeal 
| drive. 

Paul Goesse installed as prexy 
and chairman of Motion Picture 
Industry Council, succeeding Roy 
Brewer. 

Richard Brooks returned to Met- 
ro after a 16,000-mile tour of 
Europe and Africa to round up ma- 
terial for ‘“‘Crown of Thorns.” 
| Gloria Swanson will receive an 
‘award for “Ageless beauty and 
good taste’’ at Mid-Century Ex- 





|position of Fashion in Dallas, 
|Sept. 4. 

| Capt. Lloyd Knechtel, special 
leffects photographer for Samuel 


| Goldwyn, broke his back in a fall 
during military maneuvers. at 
/Camp Cooke, 


Cape Cod 


| Hildegarde due at 

| Playhouse Aug. 28. 

| Sylvia Sidney at Cape Playhouse, 

Dennis, for “Goodbye, My Fancy.” 
Paul Reed, comedian and mem- 

ber of resident company at Cape 





Falmouth 


Cod Music Circus, completed his 
b-m Aug. 12, and returned to 


Second birthday party in a week 
tossed by cast of Cape Cod Music 
Circus, Hyannis, for baritone Ar- 
Mrs. Kent was hostess 
at baked bean supper under the 
Big Top following the opening of 
“Desert Song.” 

Gertrude Lawrence now at her 
home in Dennis, relaxing and fa- 
voring spine which physicians re- 


| port has begun to knit. Miss Law- 


rence suffered the spine fracture 
near Falmouth Playhouse in a fall 
when small bridge collapsed. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 





, By Lary Solloway 

Kirby Stone Quintet heads new 
show at Clover Club. 

Five O'Clock Club, Martinique 
Hotel Cafe and Clover Club! 
may close for month of September, 
after Labor Day. 

Olympia theatre cancels out | 
vaude policy temporarily after La- | 
bor Day. Will play, first-run pix | 
while nearby Paramount theatre is | 
pee a. 

erry Hirsch, on leave as head 
of AGVA office here, to run Im- 
perial hotel’s Copa Caprice in At- 
lanta this fall. Sid Leonard, his 
aide, will fill in until national of- 
fice sets new rep. 








Riviera 
By Margaret Gardner 
hee Souhami off on trip to 
aly. 


Jeanette MacDonald ex 
in St. Tropez. iauel 
_Nice’s Edouard VII film house | 
first on the Coast to introduce 
popcorn. 

Duke and Duchess of Windsor 
checked out of Hotel du Cap to 
motor to Biarritz. 

Anouk Aimee left St. Tropez, 

and Prince Sandri Khan, for the 
Hotel du Cap at Antibes. 
_Ed Seay, New York public rela- 
tlons man, managed to see most of 
the Riviera in quick two-and-a- 
half day visit. Then to Rome. 

Laurel and Hardy transferring 
their locale from Marseilles for 
the film, “Atoll K,” now at Golf 

Valescure, near St. 
Raphael. 


Antibes Film Festival postponed 
from Aug. 20 to Aug. 28. Henri 
Langlois, director of festival, in 





George Olsen band featured at 
Rainbow Terrace of the Old Cov- 
ered Wagon Inn. 

Harry O. Bergskamp, ASCAP 
district manager here, recalled by 
the Navy; he’s a lieutenant. 

Johnny Hyland, drummer for 
Dave Stephen’s WCAU band, first 
local musician to be drafted. 

Sy Kaliner, former manager and 
owner of the Little Rathskeller, is 


|planning a new night club venture. 


Mort Casway, former owner of 
Celebrity Room here, bought an 
interest in Club Shaguire, 600- 
seat Camden Airport club. 

Dinah Washington, the Ravens 
and Eddie Vincent's orch will top 
the Earle stageshow starting Aug. 
25, first stage fare at the house 
since last February. 

Louis Greenberg, local taproom 
operator, took over the Club 421, 
Negro musical showcase. Cootie 
Williams orch (Aug. 21) and Ivory 


‘Joe Hunter (Aug. 28) are the first 


two bookings of the new manage- 
ment. 


Chicago 

Johnny Desmond in guest spot 
at Sister Kenny Polio Fund Circus 
next week. . 

Nancy Davis, star of “Next Voice 
You Hear,” is ill in Passavant hos- 
pital here. . 

Screen writer Carl Foreman in 
town for family visit and research 
job on yom pic. 

James Stewart and wife here on 
way to England, where he will aP- 
pear in film, “No Highway.” 

Ross Englander, of the Chicago 
Fair’s Music-In-The-Round, left for 
Rome to produce TV operatic films. 

Annual Chi Orphans Picnic lured 
Vic Damone, Evelyn Knight an 
comic Willie Shore-for entertain- 
ing chores. 




















ss « 


ne. i en | 


a 


e<“apsam my 


= ‘fy “ss ~~ 


re 


—_ 


? 


1 


t 


re 
ll 


pot 
cus 


ice 
os- 


in 
rch 


ap- 


ago 
for 
ms. 
red 
and 
nin- 


— 


aw SS 














Gisteibbeeatan 4 


i 
4 








Wednesday, August 23, 1950 


VARIETY 





OBITU 


ARIES 





KEN BURTON 


Ken Burton, 52, radio producer 
for Benton & Bowles, died early | 
Aug. 21 ‘following a heart attack | 
a few hours after the final cur-| 
tain of the Hollywood Bowl pro- 
duction of “Vagabond King,” 
which he directed. A Philadelphia 
native, he broke into show busi-| 
ness aS a stock company actor. | 
After Navy service in the first | 
World War, he toured in legit, | 
appearing in several Oliver 
Morosco productions. © Later he 


was composer-director of “The 
Morning After” which ran 18 
weeks at the Hollywood Play- 


house. 

In 1929, he joined with Walter 
Craig, now TV-radio vice-presi- 
dent for Benton & Bowles to create 
ideas for sponsors which formed 
the basis for advertising copy 
now used in radio. 

In association with Craig, he 


built airshows starring Kate 
Smith, Connee Boswell, Nadine 
Conner, Singin’ Sam, Kitty Car- 


lisle and Jan Peerce. He did another 
Navy: hitch in the second World 
War and then joined Benton &| 
Bowles as producer, going to} 
Hollywood to direct “The Railroad | 
Hour,” and the Robert Young} 
radio program starrer, “Father 
Knows Best.” 
| 
JACK R. EDMUNDS 

Jack R. Edmunds, 41, program | 
director for radio station KRPC 
and KRPC-TV, Houston, died 
Aug. 19 after a heart attack. Ed- 
munds, who began his career with 
National Broadcasting Co. about 
20 years ago, produced, among 





| 


IN MEMORIAM 


KEN LYONS 


(Aug. 22, 1949) 





others, the Ed Wynn, Rudy Vallee | 
and Paul Whiteman shows for that | 


network. From NBC he went to 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
where he produced the Andre 


Kostelanetz show, “Let’s Pretend,” 
the Sunday afternoon symphony 
broadcasts and the “Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois” series, spotlighting 
Raymond Massey. 

During the last war, he was pro- 
gram director for American Broad- 
casting Co. in Washington. He 
had been with KRPC since Janu- 
ary, having gone to Houston four 
years ago, where he formerly was 





with stations KXYZ and KTHT. | 


A wife and daughter survive. 





MRS. JACK CONNOLLY, JR. | 


Mrs. Margaret Frances Connolly, | 
daughter-in-law of Jack Connolly, | 
former Pathe News managing edi- | 
tor, was suddenly stricken with | 
bulbar polio Aug. 13. while vaca- 
tioning at the home of her’ hus- 
band’s parents, and died the fol- 
lowing day. Accompanied by her 
husband, John Stoddard Connolly, 
Jr., they had been bicycling on 
Nantucket Island, Mass., and when 
she returned to Larchmont, N. Y., 
her parent’s home, she complained 
about feeling sick. 

Mrs. Connolly, who was only 24, 
Was graduated from George Wash- 
ington U, and worked for the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency for a 
while after her graduation. 


son. Connolly, Sr., has been with 
the motion picture division of the 
State Department for some time, 
and her husband is an employee of 
the State Department. 





BENNIE H. DROB 


Bennie H. Drob, Pittsburgh’s 
best-known property man who at 
One time or another had worked 
for practically every big house in 
the city, legit and otherwise, died 
there of a heart attack Aug. 12. 
He was stricken while working 
backstage at the Casino, getting 
that house in shape to reopen. 

Since the Stanley, where he had 
worked for more than a decade, 
dropped stageshows as a perma- 
nant policy more than four years 
ago, Drob had been at the Casino 
doing props and carpentry. Previ- 
ously he was at the Nixon and 
Alvin, both legiters. He was an 
intimate of hundreds of stage and 
screen personalities. One of the 
two sons who. survive him had 


‘in New York, Aug. 16. Kaufman, 


Charles B. Dillingham 


August 30, 1934 


She | ,”? 
was the mother of a 10-month-old | “Chalked O 


worked alongside his father back- 
stage at the Casino. . 

He also is survived by his wife 
and a brother, Rabbi Max Drob, of 
New York City. 





MRS. MAY GARCIA STOREY 

Mrs. May Garcia Storey, 
former circus performer, actress 
and wardrobe mistress, died in 
New York, Aug. 17. A member of 
the Theatrical Wardrobe Attend- 
ants’ Union, Mrs. Storey worked as 
a bare-back rider with the P. T. 
Barnum circus in the 1880’s and 
90s. After breaking a leg, she 
went on the stage and spent four 
years as a stock company actress. 
Among her acting jobs was the 
role of Little Eva’s mother in 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” She also ap- 
peared under the management of 
Charles Frohman for one season in 
“The Girl From Montmartre.” 


Mrs. Storey worked as wardrobe | December,” written by her sister, 


mistress for Elsie Ferguson, Gloria 
Swanson, Edith and Mabel Talia- 
ferro and Ethel Barrymore. 
also was actively associated with 
the American Theatre Wing. 

A son survives. 





TOMMY DIXON 
Tommy Dixon, 65, one of Pitts- 
burgh’s earliest proponents of rag- 


82, | 


|U. S., the former in 1921 at the. 


| 
; 


55 





| martre” was produced in London, 
jwith her “Ellen-Young,” being 
|presented there four years later. 
'Two plays by Mrs. Enthoven, 
| “Honeysuckle” and “The Confed- 
erates,” were produced in the 


Lyceum and the latter at the Am- 
bassador in 1930. 

Mrs. Enthoven also presented 
Britain with a vast collection of 
playbills and theatrical documents, 
which are housed in the Victoria 
and Albert Museum. She had 
served as curator and cataloguer 
of this collection. 





RUSSELL FILLMORE 





Russell Fillmore, 55, former | 
N. Y. stage director; was found 
dead Aug. 19, floating beneath the 
pier in Ocean Park, California. 
Identification was made by police. 


wick, Md. 





Lionel Claude Dunrobin, 75, re- 
tired actor, committed suicide Aug. 
15 in his Hollywood home. He had 
been ill for several months. 


Mother of John M. Outler, Jr., 





general manager of WSB and 
WSB-TV, died in Atlanta, last 
week. . 





Mrs. Gladys M. Pabst, 53, wife 
of Arthur Pabst, studio musician, 
died Aug. 11 in Hollywood. 





Mother, 79, of performer Bob 
Russell died in N. Y. last week 
after a long illness. 


MARRIAGES 








An autopsy revealed that he had 


Vanessa Brown to Dr. Robert 


slashed his wrists in a suicide at-|Franklyn, Los Aageles, Aug. 15. 
‘tempt and then jumped into the | Bride is a film actress. 


| 


She which time he was planning to 


| 


time music, died Aug. 15 in Miami, | 


where he had made his home for 
the last 10 years. 
in ill health for some time. 


ee peen | hand from a vacation at Deauville. 


| 


in Pittsburgh, Dixon began his! 


musical career there at 15, 
for 40 years thereafter he was ac- | 
tive in the city’s musical circles as | 


a pianist, orchestra leader and 
composer, 
Dixon achieved considerable 


success in the ’20’s as head of a 
band known as Tommy Dixon and | 
his Sultans of Tempo. He also} 
toured for several seasons on the | 
old Keith-Albee circuit. Until | 
leaving Pittsburgh to go into vir- | 
tual retirement, he was one of) 
first members of Local 60. 
Survived by his wife. 





MADELINE GREY 

Madeline Grey, 63, stage and 
screen actress, died Aug. 16 in Los 
Angeles after a long illness. 

On the N. Y. stage, she appeared 
in numerous plays with Blanche 
Ring, Miriam Hopkins and other 
Broadway stars and in two musi- 
cals for which her husband, Frank 
Grey, composed the scores. Best 
known shows in which she played 
are “Little Jesse James,” “Cradle 
Snatchers” and “Matinee Girl.” 

Mrs. Grey toured the Orpheum 
circuit in Jesse Lasky musical re- 
vues before going to N. Y. legit. In 
later years, she devoted her time 
to screen work. 

Her husband, a member of 
ASCAP, and a sister survive. 





FREDERICK KAUFMAN 
Frederick Kaufman, 74, stage 
manager, director and actor, died 


‘GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN’ 
R. H. B. 





who served as general stage mana- 
ger for E. H. Sothern and Julia 
Marlowe for about 16 years, di- 
rected the Jessie Bonstell stock 
company in Detroit for two years, 
and was a stage manager for 
Judith Anderson in “As You De- 
sire Me.” He also stage-managed 
Morris Gest’s productions of “Chu 
Chin Chow” and “Mecca.” ; 

Among the productions in which 
he played were “Amourette,” “Kill 
“Nowhere Bound,” 
“Chalked Out,” “Lend Me Your 
Ears,” “The Good’ and “Three 
Men on a Horse.” 


EWALD BOECKING 

Ewald Boecking, 55, inventor 
and mechanical engineer, of Staten 
Island, died Aug. 17 in N. Y. after 
a long illness. A native of West- 
phalia, Germany, Boecking came 
to the U. S. in 1927. In 1943, he 
‘invented and patented a motion 





and | 


| 


|in the U. S. it th 
| Quarter, N. Y., and Miami Beach. 


| 
| 


water. Zazu Pitts and Billie Burke | 


were among the actresses he had |Carts, New York, Aug. 18. He has | 


directed. 
Mae West disclosed he was on 
the Coast to read a play, “Until 


Beverly West. Fillmore was last 
seen by Miss West on Aug. 11., at 


produce the play on Broadway. 








DAISY DAIX 
Daisy Daix, 30, French music 
hall star, was killed in the suburbs 


‘of Asnieres, France, Aug. 16, in} p; 


an automobile accident. Miss 
Daix, who had appeared in French | 
films, in addition to her stage 
work, was returning with her hus- 


Miss Daix, whose real name was 
Denise Carivenc, was born in Bel- 
gfium, but became a French citi- 
zen two years ago. She appeared 
in 1946 at the Latin 





RAY RICE . 

Ray Rice, 50, press agent, died 
in New York, Aug. 18. Following a | 
short stint at Paramount where he | 
adapted several of George Ade’s| 
fables for the film company, he be- | 
came drumbeater and personal rep- | 
resentative for Gloria Swanson, the | 
Theatre Guild and Mrs. Osa John- | 
son, explorer. Following World| 
War II, he became publicity head | 
at N. Y. headquarters of the Ray- 
theon Manufacturers Co., makers 
of radar and television. 

A brother survives. 


J. MILTON JACOBS 








J. Milton Jacobs, 61, former 
vaudevillian and film salesman, | 
died in Columbus, O., Aug. 20. | 


Jacobs and his wife Edna were| 
teamed in an act that toured the | 
major circuits of the U. S. for a/| 
little more than 17 years. He was | 
also a salesman for Metro in South- 
ern Ohio. 

His wife survives. 





VERNE CALDWELL .. 
Verne Caldwell, 52, public re- 
lations director for Walt Disney, 
was found dead in his Hollywood 
apartment Aug. 18. Police said 
death was from natural causes. 
Caldwell had been with the Dis- 
ney company for 11 years. He was 
also a member of the directorate 
of the Chouinard Art School. 


PHILIP LEASE 
Philip Lease, 32, motorcycle 
thrill-show rider, died in Spring- 
field, Ill., Aug. 16, of injuries suf- 
fered when he lost control of his 
bike and took a spill before 300 
spectators at the Illinois State Fair 
the night before his death. 
He was appearing in an act 
called “The Wall of Death.” 


SAMUEL J. AARON 

Samuel J. Aaron, pianist in 
Albany nickelodeons and _ later 
manager of the old Regent theatre, 
died in Albany, N. Y., Aug. 15, af- 
ter an illness of three weeks. ’ 

He played in several of the city’s | 
earliest pic houses, including the | 
Comique, the Unique and the. 
Majestic. 


BERN E. MARINER 
- Bern E. Mariner, 41, manager of | 














St. Louis United Artists exchange, | 
died of heart disease on Aug. 11} 
while on a business trip to Cairo, 
Ill. Mariner, a veteran of World 
War II, was appointed to the St. | 
Louis UA post in 1946. 

His wife and son survive. 





Capt. Vivian M. Moses, Jr.,' 





picture projector designed to elim- 
inate flicker. 
|vented an im 


jectors. He was employed by the 
‘Century Projector Corp. of New 
| York. ; 

Survived by his wife, a daughter, 
‘and four brothers, living in Ger- 
many, and two sisters. 


MRS. GABRIELLE ENTHOVEN 
Mrs. Gabrielle Enthoven, 82, 
\playwright and theatrical his- 





Then in 1946 he in-|M. Moses, 
proved driving and | while 
/ synchronizing mechanism for pro- | front. 





torian, died in London, Aug. 18. 
‘In 1912, her first big play, Mont- 


was killed recently | 
in action on the Korean | 
He was a pilot in the U. S. 
Marine Air Corps. 





Dwight S. Reynolds, 49, art di-| 
rector for Henri, Hurst Mc- | 
Donald advertising agency for the 
last 11 years, died at his home in 
Highland Park, Ill., Aug. 16. 

Survived by wife and son. 


Jules Girden, 51, a former War- 








ner Bros. theatre executive, died | backgrounding assignment aptly. | Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Aug. 16 in New York. He was the 


Carolyn Lockwood to Charles 
a cafe and theatre act; bride is a 
showgirl. 

Pauline Solomon to _ Bernard 
Stecker, New York, Aug. 20. Bride 
is secretary to Joe Goltz, foreign 
sales manager of Eagle Lion 
Classics. 

Laverne Zorn to James A. Alex- 

der, Jr., in Pittsburgh, July 25. 
Groom is son of RCA distributor 
and former Republic franchise- 
holder in Pitt. 
Gerry Cherri to John Adams, in 
ttsburgh, Aug. 13. Groom is with 
Frank® Natale Trio at Union Grill 
there. 

Kathleen Bowef's to Ivan Volk- 
man, Yuma, Aug. 12. She is a 
studio secretary; he is an assistant 
film director. 

Mildred Seese to Art Mercier, 
Chicago, Aug. 12. He’s a WBBM 
announcer. 

Jennifer Howard to Samuel Gold- 
wyn, Jr., Berkeley, Calif., Aug. 16. 
He’s a film producer, she’s the 
daughter of playwright Sidney 
Howard. 

Ann Katherine 
Fernando Velenti, 
Aug. 14. 


Gerhauser to 
Aspen, Colo., 
He’s a concert harp- 


Bernice Mittlacher to Walter E. 
Rosenberger, Englewood, N. J.,| 
Aug. 15. He’s a member of the| 


N.Y. Philharmonic Symphony Orch | 
and an instructor at the Mannes | 


Musical School, N.Y. 

Lina Porteous to Capt. John 
Anderson, New York, Aug. 5. He 
— casting registrar for 


Dorothy Parker to Alan Camp- 


authoress; he’s a screen writer. 
Anna Joan Trapp to 


Krohn Wiese in Laconia, N.H., 


Aug. 12; bridegroom is a Swedish | 


radio and stage actor. 

Norma Hambay to John Benson, 
Santa Monica, Aug. 20. She is 
screen actress; he’s a film stunt 
man. 

Jean Ashton to Donald Douglas, 
Jr., Santa Barbara, Aug. 18. Bride 
is an assistant dance director at 


owner of Imperial theatre, Bruns- | j 


Claus | 








| . 
| 


| Reopen N.J. Lab 


i Continued from page 1 











|lab, Futter will not operate it as 
such but convert the entire 120,000 
square feet intc a storage city’ He 
'plans to build big vault units for 
| all the major companies if he can 
, induce them to make the shift on 
grounds of safety. New lab owner 
, has already closed with Columbia 
for existing vault facilities. Col 
| will store some 50,000,000 feet of 


| celluloid now resting in N. Y. 
| Futter has been in huddles with 


Arthur Wallander, Gotham’s fore 
|mer police commissioner who now 
| heads the city’s civilian defense. 
| Wallander is encouraging the 
| switch of highly inflammable ni- 
| trate stock outside N. Y. to cut 
| the-danger of fires should a blow 
fall.. In this respect, Futter points 
out that the British, during World 
War II, ordered removal of all film 
from Wardour street in London be- 
cause of bambings. Futter, at that 
| time, anticipated the move by buy- 
jing a plant outside London. 

Storage of film in N.Y. is scat- 
, tered through various buildings and 
|bonded film warehouses. One 
| building in the center of Harlem 
| houses a giant vault holding 300,- 
000,000 feet of old film. 


| Futter in the past has owned 


| Studios in N. Y., Hollywood and 


| London. He has also been a pro- 
| ducer of both features and shorts, 











| 
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| Todd-Syivester 


~~~ continued from page 1 jaa 


though latter didn’t deny that Todd 
is “That Fellow.” It’s understood 
| that the Todd-Sylvester differences 
arose from a story in the News dur- 
ing the summer of 1949, instructing 





| holders of tickets for Todd’s “As 


sichordist. | the Girls Go” production, then lay- 


ing off, how to obtain refunds. 


Chapman reportedly became in- 
volved in the situation when Todd 
complained about Sylvester. Then, 
after the critic panned “Peep 
| Show” early this summez:, he wrote 
|an irritated followup Sunday col- 
umn reporting how Todd had 
| thanked him for the notice. When 
| the second piece appeared, Todd 


| bell, Hollywood, Aug. 17. Bride is| reportedly remarked, “I was level- 


| ling. It was a good boxoffice notice 
and I was only telling him the 
| truth when I thanked him.” 


Since the appearance of Sylves- 
ter’s favorable review of “Live 
Wire” in the late editions of Fri- 
day’s (18) News, Todd is understood 
to have made an indirect attempt 
to arrange a peace powwow with 
Sylvester. But apparently a get- 
together hasn't yet taken place. 





Metro. 

Sally Rand to Harry Finkelstein, 
Toledo, Aug. 21. Bride is fan 
dancer; he’s her manager, former 
operator of N. Y. niteries and pre- 
viously married to stripper Geor- 
gia Sothern. 


House Reviews 


Continued from page 18 == 


Olympia, Miami 


they still hold solidly via top har- | 
mony projection. Standard with 
them is “Maharajah of Magador,” | 
sock as usual. Straight stuff also 
sets well. A new. song Dit, | 
“Blintzes,’ would go better in a 
bistro. Withal, had to take an en- | 
core, then beg off. 

Jack Prince and Harry Martin) 
nab honors, too. Prince, rotund, 
songster, is a familiar in this area 
via appearances both in this house 
and the intimeries around town. 
Gets them all the way with his} 
resounding baritone that embraces | 
comedy-lined versions ‘with jive! 
interpolations) of “Ol’ Man River” 

















and “Chloe” as easily as his top-| 


per, straight  vocalistics on 
“Figaro.” Though given a bit too 
much to mugging, he garners gig- 
gles and mitts in continuous} 
fashion. 

Emcee Harry Martin is a good 
looking single who works in ami-| 
able fashion on the introes to im- 
press his personality and in own 


‘nephew of RKO publieist Vivian |spot spoofs them in easy manner, 


utilizes the ukulele to accomp him- 
self on songology laced with some 


|fresh-sounding laugh lines. 


New to this area are Brani, 
Valenti and Pioldi. Excellent terp- | 
ers, they do equally well in the 
pantomime department, with the | 
highlight a takeoff on two fan 
dancers. The Cerneys tee off mat- | 
ters to a fast pace with a Latin, 











Sally Benson 











Continued from page 1 a 


| ty, is being wrapped up for telens- 
} ing after the seven-year picture 


contract expires in February. Bar- 
bara Whiting, who was in the orig- 
inal legit show, would be title- 
rolist, Lever Bros., which backed 
the AM stanza on CBS (it previous- 
ly had been sponsored by Procter 
& Gamble) is reported interested 
in the video version. 

Misses Garner and Whiting, who 
were together in the legit original 
of “Junior Miss,” will be in dif- 
ferent airers, the former being in 
the NBC “St. Louis” show and the 
latter in the projected “Miss” 
teleseries. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Edmond O’Brien, 
daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 14. 
Mother is actress Olga San Juan; 
father is also a film actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Schroeder, 
daughter, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
Aug. 13. Father is general mana- 


ger of station WOOD in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mannie Trauten’ 
berg, daughter, in Pittsburgh, Aug. 
12. Father is UA manager in Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Klingen- 
smith, son, in Pittsburgh, Aug. 4, 
Father is a Columbia Pictures 
salesman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Singer, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 14. Father is 
manager of the Warner theatre 
here. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Turk, son, 
in Pittsburgh, July 15. Father is 
trombonist with Deuces Wild at 
Midway Lounge, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Ormond, son, 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. Mother is 


rhythm idea and off with a slower June Carr, former actress; father 


laudits. 
handles the 


idea that earns 
Rhode’s house orc 


Les | produces western films. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Michael, 
Father is a 


film actor. 
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in wrentham, mass., cedar grove, n. j., 
cincinnati, asbury park, 
pittsburgh and | 
detroit 


now hoids 
all-time 
attendance records 








... his rca victor record 

of “the only red we 

want, is the red we ve 

got (in the old red, white 

and blue)” sold over 200,000 


copies in the first ten 








days... 

... the band made its first 
records august 18, 1949—played 
its first engagement 


march 15, 1950... 
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